
rewind: 30 years ago          by tim parks

a dip into wealdstone folklore..
those incredible eight days in  
1985 that won stones the Conference title

match 1, saturday march 23: stones 3 weymouth 2....

In two days time it will be an 
astonishing 30 years since the 
Stones effectively booked their 

place at Wembley to set up the 
historic non-League double.

Yes, three decades since the 
blue and yellow army marched on 
Enfield’s Southbury Road ground 
for the first leg of the FA Trophy 
semi-final. Three decades since 
a superlative performance, and 
goals from neil Cordice and Andy 
Graham, snatched the 2-0 away 
win that saw us through to Wem-
bley after a nerve-jangling 1-0 de-
feat by Enfield in the second leg. 
Three decades since hundreds of 

Stones fans danced on the streets 
of En1, finally recognising that 
football’s first-ever Conference-
Trophy double could actually be 
on the cards.

But we’re not going to trot out 
the old cuttings from that day. 
Oh no. Even more importantly, 
we have uncovered a stash of 
press reports which record the 
famous five-wins-in-eight days 
in March 1985, which set up the 
possibility of the club getting 
anywhere near the Gola (Confer-
ence) league title.

The Stones had triumphed 
against all odds when winning the 

Southern League South title three 
years earlier despite a monstrous 
backlog of games. We played 21 
matches in 47 days in March and 
April - unbelievable! - and lost just 
two of them, and in that mix was 
a five-wins-in-nine days spell as 
Allen Batsford’s side played Satur-
day, Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, 
Monday, Wednesday, Saturday for 
two gruelling months.

But these epic games in March 
1985 will live longer in the  
memory. It was played against a 
backdrop of largely unfair criticism 
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towards Brian Hall’s men, with our 
pragmatic but points-gathering 
style drawing few admirers.  And 
when we lost 3-0 at home to 
strugglers Yeovil Town on Tuesday 
March 19 - despite the thrill of 
seeing Ian Botham turning out, 
and scoring, for the Somerset side 
- it seemed our goose was cooked.

The 600-strong Lower Mead 
crowd trooped home perplexed 
that the team they’d seen book a 
place in the Trophy semi-finals just 
three days earlier with a bucca-
neering beating of Frickley could 
wilt so meekly against Yeovil.

But behind the scenes, Hall was 
seething. And he clearly transmit-
ted that anger to the team as the 
make-or-break week started with 

the Saturday visit of mid-table 
Weymouth to Lower Mead.

“I had to drum into them 
what a great opportunity this 
was to write their names in the 
record books, and how they’d 
look back on it with regret if 
they passed up this chance” 
said Hall in later years.

“I was desperate not to let 
them become sidetracked by 
dreams of playing at Wembley. 
That would take care of itself 
in the following weeks: we had 
to focus on the next period of 
games and it took a lot of orga-
nising and team planning.”

Hall knew that his small 
squad would be stretched to 

match 2, monday march 25: altrincham 1 stones 2....
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colin pope’s article in the 
runcorn programme as the 
epic week reached its  
conclusion. He got the date 
wrong (it was Monday March 
25th rather than tuesday 
26th) but great sentiments 
regarding our supporters. 
nick Symmons tells me he 
was there too, arranging  
business trips to the north 
West and north east, and 
no  doubt there were others 
who slipped under colin’s 
radar...

match 3, wed march 27: 
gateshead 1 stones 2....
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breaking point with the prospect 
of away games at Altrincham 
and Gateshead on the Monday 
and Wednesday night after the 
tricky visit of Weymouth. The 
15-man part-time squad would 
be staying overnight in a small 
hotel at Whitley Bay before the 
Gateshead game, but success-
ful negotiations with employers 
meant that at least everyone was 
available.

The big bonus was the  
excellent team spirit fostered 
by travelling and living together 
for pretty much a whole week. 
Hall was aware that if they came 
through this period unscathed, 
the benefits could see 
his side on the glory on 
two fronts.

Privately, though, 
the manager later 
admitted (from the 
five games) that he 
was hoping for may-
be three wins, plus 
probably a defeat 
and a draw. Altrin-
cham away was the 
crux: the Manchester 
side were four points 
clear at the top of the 
table going into this 
crucial period, and the 
bookies made them 
title favourites with 
Bath City and Enfield 
also more favoured 
than the Stones.

The three points 
awarded for an away 
win that season (with 
just two for victory at 
home) made those long 
hauls to Altrincham and 
Gateshead absolutely 
pivotal. The team knew 
it and the fans knew it, 
with 30-odd (more than 
those listed by Colin 
Pope in the programme) 
making the overnight 
train trip to Tyneside, 
adding to the 60-odd 
who were at Alty to see 
Andy Graham’s  
terrific header wrap up 
the points.

The weekend ‘double-

header’ against the powerful 
Runcorn and Scarborough sides, 
both at Lower Mead, put the seal 
on an astonishing week.

With both teams running out 
of free Saturdays, Scarborough 
decided (with the league’s agree-
ment) to stay overnight in  
Harrow after their match at 
Enfield on the Saturday, and face 
the Stones at Lower Mead on 
the Sunday morning. 

As it turned out, the Yorkshire 
side did us a huge favour by 
winning 4-3 at fellow title- chas-
ers Enfield in a real topsy-turvy 
game.

match 4, saturday march 30th: stones 1 runcorn 0....
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This Sunday morning 

clash was only agreed the 
previous weekend - and it 
caused a bit of a quandary 
for yours truly, who was 
then secretary of SFC 
Wealdstone, the sup-
porters’ Sunday football 
team. We were chasing the 
Marathon League Div 4 
title and had also run out 
of spare dates.

The league were less 
than helpful. “This is a 
Sunday morning league 
so you’ll have to play at 
10.30 like anyone else” said 
the intransigent League 
secretary when I asked if 
we could move it to an 
afternoon kick-off. Our 
players were adamant that 
they didn’t want to miss 
the Stones game - every 
single one was a die-hard 
supporter and even now, 
30 years later, all but a few 
of that team can still be 
spotted at the Vale.

So I phoned the  
secretary of our opponents 
(108 Sports Club) 
to ask if they 
would mind 
switching to a 
3pm start and 
they agreed... it 
was just a matter 
of then pleading 
our case to the 
Marathon League 
and happily they 
relented. It was 
quite a novelty 
for everyone... 
and we ended 
the perfect 
weekend by win-
ning the game 4-1 
on our cramped 
Boxtree Lane 
pitch behind the 
Harrow Weald bus 
garage!

We went top 
of our table just 
three hours after 
the Stones had 
also shot to the top of the Gola League for 
the first time since november... and neither 
team would ever relinquish that position.

the Harrow observer reports on the 
perfect finale to the Stones wonder 
week. Six weeks later the Stones 
were crowned gola League champi-
ons... and on May 11th also won the 
Fa trophy at Wembley.  
not a bad season really!

match 5, sunday march 31st: stones 1 scarborough 0....


