Rewind: On this day in Stones history
By Tim Parks Archive cuttings by Martin Allen
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November 26,1977: Stones
history is made in Hereford

Saturday November 26
1977, FA Cup 1st round
Proper: Wealdstone 0
Hereford United 0
REPLAY: Hereford Utd 2
Wealdstone 3

THE STONES'FA Cup history was
far from chequered before the
1970s.... in fact, before this de-
cade the club had only reached
the First Round Proper in all its
70-year history: a 1-0 defeat at
Port Vale in the 50s, and a 3-1
surrender at Millwall in 1965.

But when the Swinging Seven-
ties started it was a different
matter. Eddie Presland’s team
were narrowly pipped 4-3 in a
thriller at Third Division (League
One) Aldershot in ‘75, and the
following year it took a tragic
mistake to the see the Stones
exit 1-0 at Reading.

So it seemed we were getting
close to an upset. When Alan
Fogarty’s Wealdstone were
paired at home to Hereford
United in November 1977 it was
an intriguing draw... for the Bulls
were riding happily along in the
third tier, and had a fine Cup
pedigree of their own, having
famously knocked out Newcas-
tle with the legendary Ronnie
Radford goal five years before.

Yet the 90 minutes at Lower
Mead were a bit of an anti-
climax. To put it bluntly, nothing
really happened,. Even the
crowd - just over 2,000 - were
pretty apathetlc as Stones failed

i to get going againsta

dominant Hereford side
who had 80% of the play
but were toothless in
front of goal.

What were our chances
of glory in the replay?
Non-existent on this
showing, but still 300
fans made the trip to
Welsh border country
for the Wednesday night
replay more in hope that
expectation.

But what a night it
was!

Here we recapture all
the drama from that
fabulous, totally un-
expected 3-2 win: the
club’s first-ever victory
over a Football League
club.

For once we were
accorded space in the
National Press, though
it was a bit of an
embarrasment for Pat
‘Ferry Ferry Good' who
bunked off an afternoon
teaching assignment for
his East London school
along with goalkeeper
and teaching colleague
Chris Lightfoot.

They thought they
would get away scot
free.. until their head-
master was regaled with
their Cup heroics over his
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Rewind: . continued

4 Players mirror mixed feelings

Predictably, the players™
AoH yers of much the i ¢ : :
reactions to the match wer, “p,  the same opinign: bit disappoint : 4 _
ones of satisfaction tinseg r:wmrpl!)e'“ﬁd that we got 2 own Pefgfml&?:g h:l :;I;S fh ll? The team will have learnt
}mn 'iii‘apﬂcintmem‘ ok e r]du]tr w:rdlrgfjgﬁ} ?in nfr praise for his defcncL;:- [Sl;té:gsty.onc thing from
on Marsh, abili . allin “They were terrifi fal- ay's encounter —
George Duck,  Stones’ Soé,"%ki‘i 8 feam, we relied  ly Alan Fursden: B gl that Hereford are by no
record-breaking striker, said n individuals, player that does not get too means unbeatable and that
much of the limelight” But griltthu? ]s:‘lpreme effort and a

after the game: P
delighted at the result. Thev Terrific he did admit that “the oo, lhECk on Wednesday
d 'y

can carve out a

played well and if they oceasion was a bj § L
taken . their chances tlﬁg(v] He seemed fairly con.  for some of Zﬂ womuch  picce of history for them:
would have won, We played fident about Wednesday's  players.” Ur young  selves and Wealdstone F.C
well in defence but [ would !“ﬁlga)',- “What we have got eenager Steve Brinkman f
have liked to have seen 5 bit 0 do is throw caution to the is abviously relighi O, and ity
more up front. wind and go down there and replay. “Tt” will b::ng o Wealdstone ts a big i,
AL least it is one stage ggJ«;y_ ourselves. If we can open. We have as “g:iore on  Wedne o e
further but we had our aredi knn ain them at the start we chance over there as %ve hag face sday, hhlgn :e.

chance here, so [ am a |i know that we can do it hi 5 ‘
bit disappointed.» "™ * '1* Thev know what itis i o today s | ek o raii b Mondayeg o Lower Mead.
Skipper John Watson was - SlantKillers. more o it ay’s draw saw ’Stomes

Pen game on  or Hereford paired
¥y Reading. with

Although “Willie” was a Wednesday.

A Above: Report from
0-0 draw at Lower
Mead reflects the low
key approach to the
replay at Hereford

P> A rare attack from
the Stones in front
of 22,200 crowd at
Lower Mead. Thing
would improve in the

1 ) it o aly o
replay! } e '(;"n'f‘j
'V Replay match-winner shirt] attempts an ovar-ho;d I:-m;l r;ut ! “:im
Kl FiyDny tonsles il Ly .:.“c"l.::w;ntq?: at Lower Mead. The i

i Saturday’s F ; of his
with a Hereford defender S & il :.:,?: to have one of hi

d!

in the draw at Lower : i)
j uieter games ag
Hereford progran ponents. WEREFORD UTD.  WEALOSTONE
Fhows the neeups T | e S
shows the line-ups for the replay B s
. Steve EMERY 2 Alan FURSDON
Phil BURROWS 3 Poul THOMAS
John LAYTON 4 John WATSON
Julian MARSHALL 3 Dare PARRATYT
Kevin SHEEDY L3 Fred BARWICK
Ken STEPHENS 7 Pat FERRY
Roy CARTER 1] Steve BRINEMAN
Steve DAVEY 9 Keith FURPHY
Billy HOLMES 10 George DUCK
Babby MOSS

Peter SPIRING 11
Subs.
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P GLORY, GLORY!

The Harrow

Observer report

reflects all the

excitement of this
historic night for

the Stones

.. and doesn’t Keith
Furphy look young!
Our 19-year-old
winger was the

son of Ken Furphy,
Watford manager in
the 1970s, and young
Keith had his own
taste of Cup heroics
when he was a ball-
boy as they reached
the semi-finals

Keith tastes -

Rewind: . continued

RILLANT WEALDSTONE -

MAKE HISTORY
AT HEREFORD

BRILLIANT Wealdstone

The Southern

Hereford with their first serious

wiped out the shock of
mmlaﬂ:mlunrummiam act
ynﬁuwﬁmmthACnFﬁukmuﬂnmw
mg.

League club looked set for a hiding when
attack. But they came hack in tremendous style to hook

when they

a second round home tie with Fourth Division Reading.
‘ Hereford Utd. 2, Wealdstone 3

It was the first time (hat
Hereford had lost an F.A,
tie 10 2 non-league ciub
&t Edgar Street since 1947,
and it is the first time that
Weﬂn%s(onc h?ivc made hi‘l:_t
seC0) round in  their
history.

A jubilant Wealdstone
manager Alan Fogarty said
aflerwards “I am absolutely
over the moon. Vs
played their hearts out and
thoroughly deserved to win.

3
(i

“We won on merit. The
oals were superb and T wilf

buying everyone a well-
earned drink on the way
home.”

John Sillett, the Hereford
manager said “It was g
nightmare. I have never been
50 deflated in my life.”

Hereford only have them-
selves to blame T Missi
a host of chances and piucky
Wealdstone stuck to their
guns with a brilliant team
performance to streich their

ca.{tﬂ‘l Tun o 15 games.
ord had .a& dréam
when they wentahead s

Jus werhin g,

his own glo

KEITH Furphyi]‘v\:']alf?{lri'i
Il boy when 3
t"):ached the semifinal odl'
the FA Cup in 1970, ‘,fsﬁfs;
/ s oW
cup glory of his ELi
jght when he he ;
goguthern League \N%Aaii\qi_
stone m]nplcI Third
ereford
sJE\"\.?el:h.lsmrw created ;‘LI_A:;
histery by winning f?’ﬁ“;lh m
round seplay 3 0y Morier
Wattor E Ken Fur-
rhlv.’%r;}d ':"h'?:ﬁf'm all three
Ke;| saw his son

dphy.' n;
's goalless draw @i
%‘é:{(‘!l:l%nr ut was unablein

make the replay H
- we

on

ST

‘r'!

X

n KEITH FURPHY

-

defeated Third Division Hereford.
ednesday

a goal after just 86 seconds
even-
Kevin Sheedy netted for

after 86 scconds. Kenny
Stephens collected & throw.
in and squared the ball 1o

ly who planted g 20
yard drive into the back of
the net.

The  17-year-old
Youth international came
close with a couple of similar
efforts in Saturday’s goalless
draw at Lower Mead and
the Wealdstone side should
have known better than to
have given him shooting
space. 5

Pat Ferry and George
Duck were left t0 plough a
long furrow in the United
half in the first 30 minutes.
But Wealdstone gradually
grew in confidence and got
men forward to support
them.

The only times of WOrry
for Hereford in the opening
half-hour came when Duck

a into the side netting
close range and then
eeper Peter Mellor mo-
smartly to take an
corner  from

Yo
Fur‘phy

lial threatened to
sneak m at the near post.
heBu}i' W;:.Iﬂdshm: rocked
their Football League Dg:pn
8. with an ualiser
ly out of the blue ng
minute. [l

Furphy drove a low free
kick into the Hereford pen-
alty area and Pat Ferry beat
the defenders to the hall and
turned it into the net.

Five minutes after the
break the home fans were
stunned into silence when
Wealdstone snatched their
second goal.

Moss wtjuf:rmd
everyone to head powe ully
home,

The Hereford players loo-
disbeli

ked on in lief when
Fe, scored ain for
Wealdstone in a&e 58th

minute. Furphy, who had an
outstanding game, and had a
hand in aﬁ three goals,
floated a t‘m;kick g}o the
near-post and lanced
in a great hcadtcrrryﬂni had
Mellor beaten all the way.

Hercford  threw every-
thing into attack in the last
hal-hour and reduced ar-
rears when Steve
turned the ball home from
close range in the 66th minu.-
te.

But Wealdstone held out
well under Strong pressure
gsumved eight corners in
Gas:]kls m_iuuée:
oalkeeper ris Light-
!‘d;z produ some l%tl::e
saves to foil Davey, Holmes,
arter and the crossbar
€iime to the rescue when
Holmes eventually beat him.
Hereford " fans, who
expected an avalanche after
their side’s carly goal, went
home in silence.
In the end it was the few
loyal Wealdstone suppor.
ters, who had made the long

trip North, that went home
cheering,

W :  Lightfoot;
Fursden, Thomas, Parram)®
Barwick: Watson, Bri

“'Furphy, Griffiths
. Duck, Fermye

g
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Teacher nets Cup double
for Wealdstone glory

By STEVE ALLAN ]
Hereford 2, Wealdstone 3 :
TEACHER Pat Ferry got t;.-‘?C:I\é_
of ‘Leu for accuracy from
2 ight. o ;
e seored. fwo gosls in 3 dramatie
&L‘ugfz first-round replay v.lli\jx.“b;
“‘b‘ orv lesson for both CSnuthern
® 1t was the first time the outtiers
Ieaﬂt}e pari-timers had reach
eag i

;‘T? n{iva;n;;ihe first time in 31 vears

by a
it ford had becn beaten

by H?:'e'agrclub in the Cup. il

it 1m)lk'ecl ar-old Ke\;;r\

vhen T-year- .

dy cl.-'-ho‘t“hl?lEI'e\‘ord in front after

She
86 seconds.

Pressure
O i

he
§ rd Division side piled on th
The Tmi:gt.Dae‘aljﬁslona Dassedq t}‘;é:
heir defence to :\}sl
lise through Ferry in

£ kick by Keith
free-kick by

5 laris?] had a LT!'anlﬂ in the

hgth“-'d goals in the A0th

nodded in. i
se Cup past 1“C1{‘{re§t

Hereford, w

i feweastle and taking
bgal_lug ‘\;e“rhe?)‘ia\. pulled one b%!é%ﬁ
e ? Steve Davey in the 66th

A THE SUN WOT WONIT ..
No in fact it was Pat Ferry, but
our striker revelled in the head-
lines from the tabloid papers
after his heroics at Hereford.
Right, long-time Stones fan
Cardew (The Cad) Robinson
takes time out from shooting
an Ealing comedy to eulogise
over the win

‘Stones, I'm proud of
you says Cardew

TWO things a man never forgets. His first sweetheart and his first football team. Even
if L had moved too far from Lower Mead 1o ever actually see The Stones again, T would
at the drop of a whistle be able to recall those first seasons, 1

I'am none too keen to actually pinpoint the first year I started watching Wealdstone,
but doubtless some other supporters of long standing will get some idea when I remjnd
them that the colours then were black and white hoops, and that the captain was a

half-back named Joe Arcl e

ner.

e Stones played in the.
Spartan League in those
days and cant have enjoyed
uninterrupted  success e
cause I have a vivid memory
of a-critical voice calling out
plaintively on more than one

-occasion,  “What  aboyg
some changes Joe?" (“He
can't be as old as that!" “Of,
yes, he can!™)

course I was very
young. Honestly, [ caught
the footbal] by very early
indced; long before I went to
Harrow ounty  Schoal,
where they played Rugger.
But the uvar bail had Tittje
chance with me, ] played it,
and cven got into the fiest
XV 85 a wing threequarer,
but my  heact ined

by a Land Mine. This had
fallen on our camp on a
parachute the night before

and hud beej

n taken away hy

the bomb disposal boys and
detonated in a field near the

fodtball ground,
It went

off with a

sickening crash just as |

took a corner.

e entirg

field, teams and spectators,

were as if turned to stone by
the awful sudden shock of if.
This included the police

guaikeepc( 45 my inswinging
corner sailed straight aver

his head into the net,

Alter the war it was the
two
remember best. Mikrut and
Wesscyk, two really brilliant

Polish forwards |

round shaped.

In this I was not alone,
and  we even had an
unofficial  schoal  Socger
team, which played several
matches inchiding one
against our traditional rivals,
John  Lyon, | layed
left-back and the right-back
was Don Oakley one of the
well  known Gaytonian
cricketing brothers,

But - the  biggest thrill
around this time was when
the Harrow Scouts organ-
ised a Football Cup. We had
a School Troop, the dth
Harrow, organised on 1
House. basis and our house,
captained  feom  centre.
orward by yours  trul
actually reachéd the ﬁna{
Alas we went down 5-2 and

ugh I got on the score
sheet it was a sad end to my
one and only Cup Final.
\

RARITY

During this perivd  the
Wealdstone names I remem_
ber from my Saturday visits
were ampion, a clever
lile wing half, Hannam an
amusing looking inside-left
with long shorts and a good
football “brain, Hoslins, a
tiny terrier of a centre-
forward, and 3 marvellous
outside-right and he
really was an outside-right
<alled Maskell. T pot only
remember with gratitude his
electric dashes up the wing,
but “also his abbreviated
shorts, a real rarity in those
days. Later came Loveday,
and the wonderful Charlie
Bunce.

During the war [ played a
few games for my unit No.
11 Group, before Jjoining the
RAF (.lr:ang Show with
Ralph Reader, In one game
%gmr:st the Service Police —
i you'll pardon the expres-
sion) I scored what is I
believe the anly goal assisted

Cardcw  (“The
Robinson, was brought up
in Harrow, went to Harrow
County School for BHoys,
and has had a life-lon,
interest in Wealdstone FC,
When  his  actlviffes a5
comedy actor/script writer-
/fradio comic permit, he can
still be seen at Lower Mead,
and was there for the drown
cup-tie against Hereford,

layers. I remember their
aces, belter than their
srdlinﬁ.’ Over the r‘years the
club had gone from the
Spartan to the Athenian
League and thence 1o the
Isthmian. Among the giants
of more recent times stilf
treasurc the images of pyr
Wo internationals Charlje
Townsend and Hugh Lind-
say. And the games against
our rivals Hendon, especial-
ly the holiday fixtures were
tﬁe real blood tinglers.

As far as the Cup
Amateur I think — there
was an incredible 7-7 score
against Dulwich Hamlet
before losing the replay 3-1.

course o  Stones
su'?porters the Amateur had
taken on some of the
clusiveness  of the Holy
Grail. Year after vear we fall
at various stages. At last
after helping t~ cheer the
lads to victoFy in the

Cad”) .

semi-final how disappointing
1 was 1o be filming in Venice

instead of cheering g
Wembley,
But we did it didn’t we,

and how appropriate it was
that we should at last win
the Cup at the cxﬁ"u of
the old enemy, endon.
Sadly, T recall the subse.
quent  unsuccessful semj-
fmal against Chesham. We
had all thought it was Buing
10 be a cinch.

What a contrast to the
recent unbelicvable events, I
was one of a not very
imspired, or inspiring crowd
at the first Hereford match
and quite honestly I thought
not only that our chance had
gone, but that we were more
than a little fortunate ta get
another one; luck and great
defence.

1 wasn't able 10 get down
to Hereford and “when [
heard the result on the car
radio 1 whooped out loud
and nearly drove into a wall,
I have been fecling thrilled
out of my mind ever since,

BIGGER CROWD

© All those previous frus-
trating odd-goal dismissals
from “the Big One, always
away, can now be fargotten.
Port Vale 1-0, Aldershot 4-3
and — Reading 1-0, What
an unbelievable opportunity
for a quick revenge. Let's
that if it is a single
margin that this time the odd
goal goes the way of
Wealdstone,

Let’s hope, too, that our
crowd will be a lot bigger
than the 2,500 of the rst
game v Hereford. And that
we'll make a lot more nojsc.
Because we're proud of the
Stones aren’t we?

If we do get through who
would I like in Round 37 1
hope it isn’t Arsenal because
they are “my other lot™ and
IWo scarves do get a bit
uncomfortable. Not only
that, “Stonc-hearted” as 1
.am, I wouldn'’t like to think
of The Gunners falling at
their first hurdle, Let’s face
it, after Hereford, anything’s
possible isn’t it




