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By Tim Parks              Archive cuttings by Martin Allen
Rewind: On this day in Stones history

November 26, 1977: Stones
history is made in Hereford
Saturday November 26 
1977, FA Cup 1st round 
Proper: Wealdstone 0
Hereford United 0
REPLAY: Hereford Utd 2
Wealdstone 3
The Stones’ FA Cup history was 
far from chequered before the 
1970s.... in fact, before this de-
cade the club had only reached 
the First Round Proper in all its 
70-year history: a 1-0 defeat at 
Port Vale in the 50s, and a 3-1 
surrender at Millwall in 1965.

But when the Swinging Seven-
ties started it was a different 
matter. Eddie Presland’s team 
were narrowly pipped 4-3 in a 
thriller at Third Division (League 
One) Aldershot in ‘75, and the 
following year it took a tragic 
mistake to the see the Stones 
exit 1-0 at Reading.

So it seemed we were getting 
close to an upset. When Alan 
Fogarty’s Wealdstone were 
paired at home to Hereford 
United in November 1977 it was 
an intriguing draw... for the Bulls 
were riding happily along in the 
third tier, and had a fine Cup 
pedigree of their own, having 
famously knocked out Newcas-
tle with the legendary Ronnie 
Radford goal five years before.

Yet the 90 minutes at Lower 
Mead were a bit of an anti-
climax. To put it bluntly, nothing 
really happened,. Even the 
crowd - just over 2,000 - were 
pretty apathetic as Stones failed 

to get going against a 
dominant Hereford side 
who had 80% of the play 
but were toothless in 
front of goal.

What were our chances 
of glory in the replay? 
Non-existent on this 
showing, but still 300 
fans made the trip to 
Welsh border country  
for the Wednesday night 
replay more in hope that 
expectation.

But what a night it 
was!

Here we recapture all 
the drama from that 
fabulous, totally un-
expected 3-2 win: the 
club’s first-ever victory 
over a Football League 
club.

For once we were 
accorded space in the 
National Press, though 
it was a bit of an 
embarrasment for Pat 
‘Ferry Ferry Good’ who 
bunked off an afternoon  
teaching assignment  for 
his East London school 
along with goalkeeper 
and teaching colleague 
Chris Lightfoot.

They thought they 
would get away scot 
free.. until their head-
master was regaled with 
their Cup heroics over his 
morning breakfast!
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 Above: Report from 
0-0 draw at Lower 
Mead reflects the low 
key approach to the 
replay at Hereford

Replay match-winner 
Keith Furphy tangles 
with a Hereford defender 
in the draw at Lower 
Mead, and (right)
Hereford programme 
shows the line-ups for the replay

A rare attack from 
the Stones in front 
of a 2,200 crowd at 
Lower Mead. Thing 
would improve in the 
replay!
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GLORY, glory! 
The Harrow 
Observer report 
reflects all the 
excitement of this 
historic night for
the Stones
.. and doesn’t Keith 
Furphy look young!
Our 19-year-old 
winger was the 
son of Ken Furphy, 
Watford manager in 
the 1970s, and young 
Keith had his own 
taste of Cup heroics 
when he was a ball-
boy as they reached 
the semi-finals
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The Sun wot won it .. 
No in fact it was Pat Ferry, but 
our striker revelled in the head-
lines from the tabloid papers 
after his heroics at Hereford. 
Right, long-time Stones fan 
Cardew (The Cad) Robinson 
takes time out from shooting 
an Ealing  comedy to eulogise 
over the win


