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Tl PARKS was delighted to
discover that two of the main-
==ys of the 1966 Amateur
Zup-winning team - centre-back
and skipper John Ashworth and
Tl-back Mickey Doyle - live only
=2if a mile apart, and just round
e corner from himself in
Sarpenden. The three met up for
= couple of pints and a bag of
=risps at the White Horse pub in
25e leafy Hertfordshire town....

‘You know, if that man had
not been around we
wouldn't have got
@mvwhere near the Amateur Cup
=zl in 1966, let alone winning it’. i
lfickey Doyle, Wealdstone's right ;
Zack that glorious day at Wembley, !
=2nzd in conspiratorially. His
=low defender, team captain
~zanny Ashworth, had gone up to
2 Dar to get the next round in.
don’t mind admitting it, John
u=s 3 bit of a hero to me at the
¢ time. The way he carried
— himself, the
7

Stones skipper in 366, John
Ashworth (left) and righi-back
Mickey Doyle meet up at the

White Horse in Harpenden.
They’ve hardly changed!

‘Gool and inspiring
..tNIS man made It
all possible in 1966’

: way he got the whole team behind

¢ him, the way he played, absolutely
i dominating games from his centre-
i back position. And especially on

i the day of the Final itself.

“We all met up at Lower Mead
that morning and you just had to
look around - everyone was a bit

¢ nervous. Not surprising really - the
i club had never played at Wembley
i in an Amateur Cup Final before,

¢ never got near the place.

“But then John came in. He was

as cool as he was before any old
: game. “Come on lads, let's get at
¢ this lot today”, he said, something

i along those lines. “This is our day,
: we're going to do it!" There was a
: lot of effing and blinding as well of
: course!l

“But that set the tone for the

i whole day.”

Johnny Ashworth then returned

i from the bar, still the tall and
i commanding figure he'd been half
i a century ago.

“So did you really feel that confi-

i dent, John?” | asked him. “Or was
i it all a show to get the others up
: and pumping?

He laughed. “Oh yes. Yes, there

i was a bit of bravado but if you

i looked around that group.. well,

: we had some magnificent players.
i It all revolved around Hughie and
: Charlie really (Lindsay and

Townsend) - they were our ‘go-to’
men. We mixed it up a bit, some-
times playing the ball long to

= clever lads like Bernie Bremer and iF8

Bobby Childs, or the hold-up

: players like Jim Cooley, but often

we'd just play in in to the feet of
Charlie and Hughie.
They could make space where it
didn’t exist. And Hughie of course
had that amazing shot”.
‘Crikey, yes' said Mickey. ‘There §
© was one game, against Steve- §
nage | think, in the FA Cup that
same season, when we were
trailing by a few goals and
got it back to 5-5 in the last
moments...'
| didn't want to interrupt.
Here were two of the
greatest, humblest players
in Wealdstone history,
recounting possibly the

CONTINUED PAGE 43
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Hendon 1 Wezldstons 3: by DEHIS CONPTON

MY OLD club Hendon (then Hampstead Town), for
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can, however, have Do reeriminations or execuses, for
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Above: The Wembley Final drew extensive coverage in all the
national newspapers. Former Hendon player (and England
cricketer) Denis Compion wrote in the next day’s Sunday
Express that ‘Wealdstone thoroughly deserved their triumph’. 2

Ty e /,ff-p-z '..,ﬂ.'.u b
Right: the Stones’ Cup Final strip was supplied by Don st i Be e - )
Goodman of Goodman Sports in Southgate. The invoice ""”‘f A s 7‘”* 5
states: No charge. T -
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The iconic trophy picture - John Ashworth_
s the Amateur Cup with Mickey Doyle (ringed) By LESLIE NICHOL
EADS nodded in the Hendon dressing-room after

CONTD FROM P AGE 41 . ] H the Amateur Cup Final at Wembley when captain
—=atest moment in Wealdstone history: The Bobby Cantwell summed up Wealdstone's great 3—1
=5 comeback win against Stevenage. The "icmg’- —_— t this ¢
ca ; “Losing when you ge is far can be one of th
=me EVERYONE ‘has heard abOUtf Kick toughest experiences,” he sald. “But it's not quite So bad

o anio-cio, i i hall Ol the | " heluame G Eis 208 Aomm Jo 8, S slec

& T -ci i tone, “n rs " i
u=t inside the centre circle, in their ha Oh goal down In five minutes, went on to Win not only lar?}?xtghbu?glsg
s=id, and it was possibly the last kick of the the acclaim of the 45,000 ‘erowd.|

= and the crowd were celebrating an fonipallers do Hot Bave o ears |~ = E

.Z-cely draw. Then Hughie, who was on fire £5,000 a year to ralse a Wembley e

cheer. J j
== day, put the ball down and | lool_ﬂeld ClJVe& Eh‘é‘:b%zi]n::eﬁ%tggg “ggﬁ‘%sa:ﬁ:% FINAL ﬁ
John and he gave me that funny little loo! Pollde Tarsler and’ hawaed the TSE
=% meant he knew exactly what Hubert was Fophy "% -a "bunch o His ;
2ong to do. . . . Wealdstone atter walling 66 vears :
- was beside Hughie and just said; ‘Go on "“p“fé,?u?}“e:(ﬁf,‘f?%’&m I:D o
=ughie, have a go, why not?' He was Bloysg = s iamm, J1 bt S v
= 2 . % s Lot T to s y-
—-able of shooting with astonishing force, | %119.1“&%11 st l{gilveg credit to
=v=n with the big puddings of footballs we ! I}fm%?’fvgeg% Vital stox men,
-2 in those days, striking across the ball... §E§“ Eﬁgl;;- gg;,:hrgg’“fﬁc‘}#‘ 5%‘3%
=% this was over 40 yards out. Aopped >
“We just watched as he smashed the ball LETHAL
waiwards. Next thing was, th_e bla“ was in Schoolmaster Ht;ghle Lindsay, |
= H 7 27, 51y, 'in., h 18
== net and it was pandemonium! jjndegat' melgnggg\‘?gsigeaﬁog?ufé
7 I'd had an extra hour with those ’l’ci’f*:;;;‘eg g;;m'?},_é Townsend.
sentlemen I'd have asked them all about fethal non-stop servide of a5tACk:
Se FA Cup run that year, which endedina b Tl T —— '
=1 defeat at Millwall. But we were here to England cabe. scensned the game More qompl_fmenta.ry
=i about the Amateur Cup, and how Mickey | given Hendon a too-easy Tourth- reporting with Leslie
ey i1 3 Ii ii ]
2nd Johnny came to be at the club. Bonie cauailoer, s long snot om  Nichol reckoning it was
SBoth were ‘Northerners’ - Mickey from was inevitable, following Weald- right up with the best
we stone’s relenfless retallation. t .
Szrrow in Furness and John from peet, Just after that a’shot finals ever played at the
Yottingham, so how did they end up in Siean “bounced of dgoalkeﬁpt% | old stadium. Below:
tizaldstone blue? And how did their career ﬁ;;;;dsl S earliStons Yort | Wealdstone’s amateur
orogress afterwards? . matchognmer. Lo "% % internationals Townsend,
John went first . “Well, my storyis along |, &9, Govner, Btk 3 lited | Ashworth and Lindsay

i i i i : 1 2
ane but basically, 1 grew up in Nottingham in and  clawed desperately, sull;

T2 Tommy Lawton era - he was pla?:rmg sf,?r ﬁ‘é; %‘E g?tg:%%g%x}%éi% énlgm:,
Yotts Gounty - but | was a I&Iumorlff\tm agrtehe %Umﬂzé & Lﬁgﬁ%ﬁg w.m%:ﬂid:
il | went into the qual_ avy. ing ‘defenders, hobbling on the
Zays of National Service, just after the Wealdstone's second in the 38th

i A i
3=cond World War and | played a lot for foot- 22,;}‘%2: fﬁf]-tt:;:%i n%ﬁk-ai‘éhi’%{ﬂ%
=21l for the RN. Portsmouth spotted me and | | 5Py Soet vty amatour cup
=aned on as a professional, in the days of Final played at Wembley; some

may have been as good, but none
CONTINUED OVERPAGE
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the maximum wage... | only
played once for Pompey, at
Fratton Park against Sunder-
land in the old Division Two ...
we won 2-1 but the profes-
sional life wasn't for me.

“I'd met Ann, my wife (they
recently celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary) and we  {
wanted to settle down. There
was a lad I'd played with in
the Navy, Jimmy Coates,
who was skipper of
Kingstonian in the Isthmian
League so | signed for them
in 1959ish, and had three
good years there.”

“Did you play in the 1960
Amateur Cup Final for the Ks
then, John?” | asked him.

“Yes, | did. And so did

REWIND: AMATEUR CUP FINAL SPECIAL [

Little known fact: Wembley was covered in thi w just two day

! ck snow just two da
: :efore the final, when thg Stones players turned up to gj;et the feel ’f;‘
L gstadmm. Luclqu the pitch thawed out in time. Orange ball weather!

§ !

Hughie Lindsay, who joined
Wealdstone a year before me, in
‘62, But that day wasn't a happy

memory. Hendon beat us 2-1in the |5, ghed Johnny. And indeed our

! energetic, attacking full-back Doyle
i won rave reviews right through his
{ initial three year spell before 1964
i and 67, and again when he
 returned to the club in 1968 for

ICKEY Doyle chimed in.
“You know, we were all a bit :

final that year and that was defi-
nitely a motivating factor for me,
when we found ourselves in the
Final again in ‘66. | didn’t want to
experience losing a final again.”

nervous before the the big
game, as I've already said, and it
seems funny but the moment | just
knew we were going to win the
game was when we went 1-0 down
after just two minutes!
“There | was, picking the ball out

Hendon into the lead and | knew in
my guts that we were the sort of
team that thrived on a knock-back,
especially so early in the game.
“We were all up for it. The
skipper went around our team,
motivating everyone and we played
so well that day. It took a long time
to get the goals we deserved but
3.1 was a fair result in the end.”
Mickey looked fondly across at

Charlie were absolutely brilliant
but this man was the glue in that

; team. Held ué all togéiher in 'good i
i times and bad.”

“You weren’t bad yourself?”

another 30-odd games.
“We were unique. The club was

i unique. The social side was

! fantastic’ said Mickey, who was

¢ working all hours in a variety of
 jobs but spending every Saturday
i night (and quite a few after training) :
¢ in the Lower Mead social club with

i his team-mates.
of our net after Geoff Riddy had put !

He had come travelled south

i from Barrow to join Fulham as an

i apprentice. A certain Jimmy Hill

i was the big cheese at the Cottage
i (the Cottage cheese even) and

i Mickey remembers Hill telling the

: young lads that if and when when

¢ they turned pro, they'd have to join
i the PFA. The days of the £20-a-

i week maximum wage were !
i drawing to an end (smashed by Hill :
i and his revolutionaries) and
his captain, “You know, Hughie and

Fulham’s Johnny Hayes was the

! first beneficiary as the club hiked
i his wages ten-fold. But there was

i no such munificence for teenagers
{ like Mickey, who saw no future in

i competing with First Division

{ Fulham’s internationals - and was
: asked along to Wealdstone for a
 trial.

i 9 loved Wealdstone the first time
i | walked in. It wasn't easy estal-

i lishing myself as they had some
 tarrific players but this man (he

! said, gesturing across to big John)
i let me in that team. He really did.
i He saw something in me and that
: led to the best years of my football
: life”.

i EITHER men really hit the
heights again after '66. |

: asked them: ‘What

i happened? Surely that should have
i been the springboard for & filt at

{ the Isthmian League titie?’

i “ldon’t really know”, said Mickey.
: “Maybe the club lost focus a bit. |

{ ended up going to St Albans and

i Hendon for & couple of seasons,

¢ but in the 1970s my working life

i sort of took over.”

He had been an apprentice elec-
! trician at AEI in Willesden, and then
: moved into the oil business for

! Exxon, BP and Mobil, graduating to

: CONTINUED OVERPAGE
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nior level after working offshore  :  “This 50th anniversary get-
many years. “The buzz of ! together is a good excuse to get
ding oil, getting the first discovery § back in touch with all our friends
a platform after months of prep- : and teammates from that time”.
ztion, was the closest thing to the :  Skipper John is now 79 and
2z of playing football” enthused  : retired in 1999 at the age of 62,
ckey, who bought a house inthe after a career in the pharmaceuti-
ught-after West Common area of { cals business.
arpenden (just round the comer ¢ Both men have undoubtedly
»m Jack Wilshere) with his wife  : done all right for themselves and
wresa in the seventies, and retired : their families. But they'll never
1ed 69 four years ago.  forget 1966.
“It's ridiculous we’ve not keptin - i “What a year it was, with
uch better?” said John. "We sort of | Wealdstone winning the Amateur
smp into each other in Sainsbury’s i Cup and England winning the
ametimes, with our wives, but |~ : World Cup. We know where Bobby
o't think we've met up properly  : Moore & Co they got their
x about 20 years. { inspiration from!” laughed Mickey.

o Nty Josday el
Hendon retrea

lets in Lindsa

RILLIANT Hugh Lindsay stamped his authority on the Amateur Cup Final. He
mude suve the trophy would go to Wealdstone for the flzst time. The tactics

of using Lindsay, with his immaculate hall eontrol and made - fu ~ MeasUre pusses  UgL
and Charlic Townsend Lo open up the Hendon defence paid off handsomely on the

Hendon 1, Wealdstone 3

slippery Wembley turl.

These twe had Bobby Cuntwell and his fellow defenders stlpplng all over the
piteh. Wide gaps W croated for the Iast-runnibg Bobby Childs and wingera

@ Fill up the Wembley
bubhly — it's Amateur
Cup victory for Waald-
stone as Bemic Bremer |
{falling, second from ludt)
hits tieir second  past

Fordon's defence. ——

3 W

MICKEY DOYLE is definitely

the junior partner among

Wealdstone’s parade of
Amateur England internationals
but he holds the honour of
being the last Stone to be
capped - coming on as substi-
tute for Sutton’s Ted Powell

- against Iceland at Slough

Town’s Dolphin Stadium in
1970. Johnny Ashworth, Charlie
Townsend and Hughie Lindsay
of course total around 70
England and Great Britain caps
between them.

Right-winger Brian Allen,

CONTINUED OVERPAGE

. 166
Bernle Bremer and Brian
Allen.

A jubilant Eivdsay said
afierwards: “The space lell
by Hendon's defensive tace
tien was fine, I always play
41 by ear, though someumes
I'm a bt off-tune”

It waas sweel revenge fuor
Lindeay, oo, e was o the
Kingatoninn  side beaten by
Handnit in the Znal six yeoars

Honden mocTof in the Rih
foonute  throwgh  Geofl  Riddy.
Derpite thit shock Woaldstone
caimiv piaved thelr wey tiuugh
the shekedown pering and F-
flosted Hendon's mistaial tactiod.
of pulllag Boy Sleny back Lo des
fente.

Explamed BN Fisher, e
Hundot ceagh “ We planned Int
Bi oRily oAl ang then 1o 8haY
o the attack, Dut we wire nol
wllowed to, Wealdstona pushed
s brck RRM KDL coming ap nat

Towiaend aud Llndeay reveied
in ilie heidficla fresdom and set
up maTe ATTAT MoV to threntes
salnell,  Ile s durgitiees by
the sposd nf Bonhy Chlide’ zo-
yard aneled shut off the tuel niwck
dived lon lale to preyent she
CIRGEEET.

Hypaned alzo kaocked dowa &
Nerre drive (o njury fhme bl
tha betl ouly 1 vo Clilds who
ceucked 14 fhin e empiy net

A fewr minuTeR esrier Divier
had put Wealdstepe fn froutl

Tlie tiediwy booron siruck apnin
in Lhin fost-moviiy seane, Divid
shackloek weut ol  for  fivae
nEuted ante 1 thoe game with s
grihod shin aud Weish cap Jibn
Evana had treatmens foe b Les
Lajuzy  after  colllilug sl
Lindsay,

MENRUNT Awsnnall %5 Hagwood &
Fadidy 7, Gatiwali 6. Cocoer 01 oo

5 l!n slan i Onurehil
" WEALOSTONE: Qopmae 5 Tawlo 8,
Rabimpeth T, u:'u;m:h e Boipuine 11

The Sunday People report underlines the role Hughie Lindsay played in the Trunsmd € SLINEIAY Bt AR W
Stones’ renaissance in the final, alongside his England pal Charlie Townsend

a, # ) .
Hitweast He Boriioahaw iHectshd %,
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previously featured in this
programme after the long-
winded search to track him
down for today’s celebratory
lunch, has flown in from
Spain (where he now lives)
but the second-longest trip
award goes to centre forward
JIM COOLEY. Jim has lived in
Guernsey, in the Channel
Islands for 42 years. Amaz-
ingly he met his wife Margaret
on a WFC club trip following
the Amateur Cup triumph and
they were married in October
that year... which means the
happy couple are celebrating
their 50th anniversary this
autumn. _
‘Quite an eventful time for
me!’ said Jim, who said that
the team were more relaxed
on final day than the semi-
final.”We had already played
Hendon three times that
season and knew an awful lot
of their players socially and
also from playing against
them in Sunday League
games (although that was
frowned upon). :

“It was a great day playing
at Wembley - the pitch was
heavy but a lovely to play on.”

Jim started his career at
Hounslow, before moving on
to Finchley and then the
Stones, finishing his career at
Staines Town in 1974 when he
moved to Guernsey with his
wife. _

He goes to watch the island
side (who play in the Ryman
Div One South) a few times a
season with his daughter but
Guernsey, who joined the
English football pyramid three
years ago, are struggling with
the travelling at the moment
and will finish the season
midway after two successive
promotions.

Not much chance of
meeting the Stones in the
National League South for a
few seasons, unfortunately!

..While, two years earlier,

Stones heat

aidenhead

to lift another trophy...

MITHRAS CUP

Wealdstone 3, Maidenhead United 2

by beating Maidenhead 3.2 at Lower Mead on

Thursday to make the a:

% SUCCESS FOR WEALDS'I'ONE became holders of the Mithras Cup
|
|

WEALDSTONE

FIFTY TWO years ago this

week, on April 23 1964, many |

of the stars who went on to
savour success at Wembley
had a foretaste of glory by
liting the Mithras Cup at the
expense of today’s visitors
Maidenhead. For young
winger Bernie Bremer it was |
a foretaste of the many years
of reading his name spelled
wrongly - as ‘Bremner’ - in
nearly every programme and
match report over the coming
decade. Blame Leeds and
Scotland star Billy Bremner
for the confusion!

Also that week, to prove
that things never really
changed throughout our time
at Lower Mead, was this
report about the club
considring cashing in its
prime

asset.. 157!71',?1&(:;'«1!4

By HARRY DoNE

EﬁLDa?DNE, Athe

w League amateurs, ﬂa‘::
strong  candidates for  the
lslhmlan competition next
seEs0n, are consitdering a
£368,000 0ffer for their Lower
Mend grou *d, Harrow,

The bid he., understand,

ston2 aro now seskin, an-
other suitable site aoglhat
ihey can accept tho offer and
hscome one of the richest
citbs in the goun

. ountry.
“We would be foolish to ignore

SUPER STADIOM

this offer but the big dim-
culty is finding another site
reach of our
Weald-

within  pasy
spectators,”  said

jagainst the tun

ggregate 4-3 for the two games

It was the third time they had beaten Maidenhead, pre-
iwously their “bogey™ side, in four meelings this season.

For their goals Wealdswone
had to thank their owo iatest
Tecruits 1o their sige, Terry
Haydon (2) and Bernard Brom-
ner, the latter snatching 4 late
winner  after  Mamdenhead
t play, had

wiped off a 2.0

and should have &
won by the interval

Haydon’s two

They took the 'ead after 17
minutes  when o« deli
through pass v Fow
found Farrell sho tee
ball up for Havdon. os
fast. 1o lush it mta he net with
a powerful drive.

Sever minutes Iater Farrell,
retumning  after a lomg spell
of absence througn injury,
mgainst stopped 1 pass, this
time from Bremaer, just right
for Haydon to slide it into the
net

Haydon almost pwnaged to
complete his hattrick  1scon
afterwards but this time Brown
managed 10 palm the ball on

10 2 post %

e A i, 196y

£368,000 BID Fop WEALDSTONE

They Will
Sell Their
Ground If

forested in the site of a gis-
used sewage farm about s'\r.o
yards  from  our present
ground.

" This property company are so
anxious to make a doal with
us that they would be prg-
pared lo let us retain the use
8! our modern club house
while we are building an
atternative ground.

“With this monty we couta
£rect @ super stadlum ang
still have a big Balance to
ensure the future of top class

e

Maidstone seemed to havey
lost hepe 15 Wealdstone
lannched attack sfter attack
but three minutes after the in
terval a  sudden  breakawav
found the Wealdstope d
hesitant and Way raceq t
to beatl Durdle *o ‘he ba
slip it into the pec

Penalty

_Although  Wealastone  con-
tinaed to dominate the game in

from a penally v
converied

{ &1 ®ny Pre
| game  asnd
{ when Ei

clubs criered th
his vear and 1 th
semi-final  Wealdstone  heat
Rishops  Stortford b

aggregate  while nhead
climinated Finchlev
Vealddore: B [
Dovle, R Good

3 Ashwerth, 1 Rich:
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H Umdsay. ¥ 1-a
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Biown. B Lucne €1 msrenee
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T Messtr D Was Ry A

amafeur socey -
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IMPROVEMENTS

Wealdstones grouna g Gnie of
the best equipped 1n senior
amateur soccer,

They Dbave spent £3800p gn
improvemonts in tha past 10
years, have recently modern-
ised their floadiizhts, and are
now planning te lay out an-
Sther £15,000 on extending |
their stand and otier

are Strongly tigped {o suc-
ceed  Wimbledon i the

isthinian League if thie Surrey
©ub turn protessional mext
season.




