WEALDSTONE v TRURO CITY
WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

. | played in the last
game at Lower Mead
hut at the time | didn’t
appreciate the history
and emotion of the

what an honour it

was to be involved
SAYS WAYNE ROACH

ew Zealander Wayne
N Roach joined Wealdstone

(his only UK club) at the
start of the 1990-91 season
remaining with the club for two
years, making 59 starts and
three substitute appearances
in all competitions. He is the
founder member | suppose of
the Wealdstone New Zealand
Supporters Club (soon
followed by Andy Hedge and
more recently Chris Zoricich)
and he still follows the results
today from his homeland.

He’s been married twice and
has three children and he lives
now in Pukekohe, just south of
Auckland, working in Inter-
national Sea and Air Freight.
Wayne answers our probing
questions...

YOU joined Wealdstone in
August 1990, leaving at the end
of 1992. What was the career
before and after?

Nothing in the
UK! Prior to join-
ing Wealdstone I'd
" played for Auckland
based teams in New
Zealand, and | returned
home when | left the Stones.
Once again | played for local
sides in the National and Re-

; gional leagues over here, finally

hanging up the gloves in 2000.
WHAT brought you to
Wealdstone and did you know
anyone at the club when you
joined?

: | had always wanted to go
i overseas to play football, a

coach of mine in NZ knew one

of the Wealdstone Reserve team :

coaches so it was arranged from
there.

But it was a time of change

¢ and turmoil at the club and quite
different to what | was use to in
NZ. Some things were good and

some not so good as | suppose
you find at every club, but it
wasn'’t too hard to fitin. | just
wanted to play!

: WE seemed to use a great
i number of goalkeepers during
i that spell, though you and

David Hudson shared the job
in the main replacing Chris
Vagg — How did you and he

: handle the ‘job-share’?

It was all good from my side,
David was a good guy and we
i got on very well.

i He had spent quite a number
¢ of seasons at Wimbledon FC

i as a full time pro in his youth
so | tried to learn off him. He
suffered a very bad facial injury
: in one of the first games he

: played for Wealdstone | recall

: and | think that knocked his
confidence a lot.

LOOKING back on those two
seasons, imagine you are
back in the dressing room.....
i who are the players that

i stand out and why?

I honestly | think we had some
very talented players then but
week in week out they didn’t

: perform to their potential. The

i two players that stand out most
i are Neil Cordice and Tiv Lowe.
Neil for his attitude, condition-
ing and will to win whereas Tiv
was a very clever player and

i technically very good.

i STONES fans are known

: for “sharing their opinions”
— how aware where you of
that personally or when it

i was aimed at team-mates?

i How did you handle that as

i player?
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loyal and long-serving fans
as | was just a new kid in
town. Looking back now it
was a real honour being
involved in the match.
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