A LIGHT FANTASTIC! QPR's international stars
Stones keeper Chris Lightfoot for an amazing sa
Our defenders Paul Thomas and Dave Parratt {fo
and they weren't wrong. Right: Stones boss Alan

BY TIM PARKS and MARTIN ALLEN
TODAY is the 34th anniversary of
the Stones’ trip to face QPR in the
FA Cup Third Round - the furthest
the club have ever got in that
famous competition.

lifetime ago. In fact even our most
recent flirtation with FA Cup glory

probably seems like ancent history!
But when you look back on the
fantastic occasion that was Weald-
stone v Rotherham in November
2009, just imagine the excitement
that surrounded the club’s gloricus
exploits in the 1977-78 campaign
when we beat TWO league sides -
Hereford United and Reading - and
made it all the way to the Third
Round Proper and that glamour
away tie at Queen Park Rangers.
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! as a Stones fan of some 40 years
¢ standing, it’s all a little unbeliev-
i able. Will we ever get to play a
¢ top-flight club again? Could the
¢ dream ever be repeated?

To our younger fans it must seem a |
i amazing as | was an occasional
- ! i QPR fan at the time and had seen
against Rotherham just two years ago : aboutadozan of thelr games each
i season through the early 1970s.

i Being too young to go to the

i Stones away games, | bagged a lift

: with my schoolmate Derek and his
: dad for most of the Rs games at

i Loftus Road, suffering occasions ,
! like QPR v Newcastle, QPR v Leeds | o
i and QPR v Chelsea when I'd rather
{ have been at Bideford v Weald-
! stone, Salisbury v Wealdstone or |
: Poole Town v the Stones. '
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Leighton James (far left) and Don Gives applaud
e in the second half of the game at Loftus Road.
reground) seem to think it's a bit patronising,
Fogarty has a pop at the referee

Looking back on those days now,

Personally, it was all the more
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The crackling radio in Derek’s Dad’s car, onthose ;

long-ago trips to see Rangers, would bring good
or bad news at about 5.30 when Radio London (I
think it was) would carry a round-up of ‘Minor :
League Results’ involving the capital’s teams,

The thrill of having seen players of the calibre |
of Stan Bowles, Dave Thomas and Gerry Francis
at their peak would fade away as the faint tones
over the radio announced ‘Bideford 4 Wealdstone
T"or ‘Dunstable 2 Wealdstone 0", Banbury 3 Weald-
stone 1" and suchlike.,

But as the 1970s advanced, the Stones came of :
age. We won promotion to the Southern League
Premier Division and suddenly Derek ang his Dad ;
(and quite a few other QPR fans) started to come
along to Lower Mead when Rangers were away.

i reflect the joy and

4 BOWLED OVER! Lej
goal in the second half after a mesmerising run from Stan Bowles set
him up. Bobby Moss (7) and Fred Barwick (6) are the Stones defend-
ers. Left: Willie Watson (bearded) is shown a yellow card by ref Ron
Crabb as the game boils aver. George Duck (right looks on)

The boot was on the other foot.
Rangers finished the 1975-7¢ S€ason as runners-up

i to Liverpool in Division One, Their best-ever

season. And two years later they were drawn

i against Wealdstone in the FA Cup 3rd Round. Can

you imagine just how sensational that was for this

i then 20-year-ola?

The press cuttings on these pages, again supplied
by long-time fan Martin Allen (who was there
beside me on the terrace all those years ago)
agony of that day in West
London.

Of course, we came up short. Nobody could
realistically have expected otherwise (although |
had recorded a spoof radio report a couple of
years earlier in which the Stones had reached that

)

ighton James fires in Rangers’ clinching secon
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AND CONTINUED....

QUEEN'S PARK I;RANL; by DENIS COMPTON
sERS nager ‘rank i

gwlhgj-: ?}11 gwas« away QP.R. 4 Wealdstone 0
watching the Carlisle v

Wenldstone went close

Stan sparkles

Manchester United mateh, booxed :“‘T‘Jr;?°';(?§§{."-, fn_;:ri s
would mot have Deen ale thal i
pleased with his team’s
lethargic F.A. Cup per-
formance against Weald=
stonée
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A AND THE PRESS SAID.. A few of the reports from the

National papers in the wake of our defeat. Pretty honest too.

Sadly there is no room here for a Harrow Observer article

reporting on how a couple of young fan Nick DuGard's mates

were attacked by Rangers supporters on the way back to
White City station after the game. Well, it was the 1970s...

exact same round, had been rewarded with the
exact same draw but had won the game with a
sensational last-minute goal from our Dutch
winger Adriaan Eglite).

Truth was more sobering than fiction. An early
mistake from our keeper Chris Lightfoot, who
had been brilliant in the wins over Hereford (after
areplay) and Reading, allowed Don Given's header
to slip over the line in the opening minutes. And
although the Stones strove manfully against a
Rangers side packed with internationals - and our
midfielder Steve Brinkman was arguably the most
creative player on the pitch - three late goals
from James, Stan Bowles (with a contentious

i penalty) and Mick Leach saw Rangers into the

Fourth round with the 4-0 scoreline predicted by
most.

However.... West Ham were walloped 6-1 by
Rangers in the next round so perhaps we wouldn't
have done too badly against THAT Division One
ide!

As a footnote, the 18,000 crowd inside Loftus
Road that day is (I believe) the third-biggest to
have watched the Stones in our club’s proud
istory, bettered only by the 45,000 at Wembley
or the 1966 Amateur Cup Final victory and the

i 20,000 gathered at the same stadium for our win
* over Boston United in 1985.

EE—————a——————————————————— = S




