Rewind: On this day

Cuttings by Martin Allen

By Tim Parks
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Stones on course to a
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Wednesday, February 16,
1982, Southern League
Cup semi-final 1st leg:
Dorchester 1 Wealdstone 3 |
THE STONES' fixture secretary
must have been in absolute
agonies 31 years ago. This
season’s postponements mean
we still have 18 league games,
plus maybe a couple of county
cup matches to squeeze into the
last few months of the season...
well, back on February 16 1982
Wealdstone still had to shoehorn
in THIRTY-TWO games!

The weather then had been
similar to this winter: heavy snow
had wiped out the entire month
of December, and January was lit-
tered with late call-offs due to ice

: Fareham and Thanet
i United.

! games are there to be

{ won, let’s win them was
¢ his mantra - and to be

! honest his squad was

i so small that rotating

i players to save their legs
i was not an option. He

i seriously had just 14

i players (and it was only
i 13 before Roy Davies

i was snapped up from

{ Hayes just before the

¢ Dorchester trip) and

i his only concession to

! 'rotating’ players was

i an admission that he

Manager Allen Batsford
i was of the old school. If
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A RETRO-STYLE The programme that night
was typical of the functional style of 1980s
programmes. We're particularly impressed by
the Dorchester President’s Hitler moustache

and rain, The overworked secre-
fary (Peter Braxton?) just fitted in
games when and where he could,

! had left the teenage
i Paul Waites out of the
! side because’ he is not

and the weeks surrounding this
Southern League Cup semi-final
were typical.

The league decreed that the
semi-final would be two-legged,
as would be the final should
we make it. And the Middlesex
County insisted that their Senior
Cup ties had to be played cn a
Saturday, thus forcing us into
long midweek league trips to
places like Dorchester, Gosport,

! the strongest, and we
 are playing some very
i physical sides on heavy pitches.

Batsford’s squad comprised

: goalkeeper Ray Goddard, defend-
: ers Steve Perkins, Colin Hardman,
i Stuart Pearce, Paul Bawgett and

: Dennis Byatt; midfielders Paul

! Waites, Fred Barwick, Robin

: Wainwright, Roy Davies and Neil

i Cordice; and strikers Alan Cordice,
i Ray Knowles, and Nigel Johnson.

A tiny squad, but what great

i names! All, apart from maybe

i Colin Hardman and Ray 'Knowles
i The Goals' are part of Stones folk-
 lore for their part in those glori-

i ous years of the 80s, and Batsford
i (and his then-deputy Brian Hall)

i certainly know how to get the

i best out of their personnel.

But back tc Dorchester. After

: the bad weather, the Stones were
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emerged
uthern League Cup
t league leaders

WEALDSTONE
favourites for the So
after a masterly display &

Dorchester on Tuesday night.
d Dorchester in the south sec-

ames in hand, won 3.1 after
ht-jﬂcke!mg the Dorset side.

iscipline with some devastatin
¢ Allen Batsford as:

*Stones, three points hehin
tion title race but with four g
completely strai i
bined defensive

a performance summed up by manage

“A mature professional performance.
that was absolutely right™

Now 'Stones look odds
a meeting with cither
Wednesday's second e
looked to have put Wea
the score was called offside by a
belicvable' by manager Batsford.

But a glorious Robin
the path to victory after 29 minutes,

at Lower

on to advance 10
Aylesbury orf Glou
Mead.

dstone in front i
decision branded as ‘un-

lley sct ‘Stones along

Wainwright vo
before Paul Bowgetl

as clear rifled home "St

clean-through Al

75th minute.
Three minutes

Senes eomm end's 20-yard 8
g finishing for

On Salurdné

cester afler next
Alan Cordice

a the first half but in the last

with Dort

TU:gB?:E:EBHUARY 16th
N LEAGUE CUP SEMI-FINAL 1st LEG

DORCHESTER TOwN Q)|

(Black & White)
Steve Hobson
Trevor Townsend
Andy MeManus
Steve Dyer
Tony Chutter

Ray Ames

WONDG S WN -

ust settling into a solid, creative
pattern of play that was a joy
0 watch. As fans, we knew that
the opposition would have to be
iutte brilliant to score against
3.:E'ss,rs Goddard, Byatt, Bowgett,

earce and Perkins, while the
power and guile of the Cordices,
Nainwright and Johnson made
;sg huge threat at the other
end.

This Wednesday night in Dorset

-against the table-tcppers — saw
the game plan come together
1'."1d‘we were worthy winners.

e just needed a performance

n the second leg to make it to

Steve Crabb
Hediey Steele
Trevor Ames
10 Keith Miller
11 Paul Thorne
12 Terry Hinton

Refaraa:

the final....though the Middlesex
FA putin place the obstacle of

i aCounty Cup 3rd round game

¢ at Hillingdon Borough on the
1nt§rvening Saturday, which
finished 0-0, necessitating a
replay just two days later! We got
that one out of the way (2-1) and
thel_ﬁ prepared to face Dorchester i
{ again at Lower Mead afurther i
i 48 hours later, on the Wednesday
i night, :

Happily, a place in the final

§ was effectively booked after just
ELEVEN seconds. That’s how long
i it took for Alan Cordice to scoot

i away and shoot us 4-1 ahead

ones second, crashing home
the Dorchester keeperl had
an Cordice had becn cru

later Bowgett made

chance at the far po
Hinton had back headed across the

Dorchester's token reply came through Trevor
hot six minutes from

'Stones hit the cup trail ag

for Neil Cordice.

fielder Steve Perkins, suspe
sending off against

Perkins will also
chester on Wednesday.

DORSET EVENING

I l 10

ot shots

the rebound when
saved his initial gcnnhy kick after

cly fouled in the
the most of a simple

st after Dorchester substitute Terry
face of his own goal.
owns

the end.
Hinted

ain with the visit
Middlesex Senior Cup. Batsford.

¢ played to a patiern 13 T
1o Hillingdon Boro in the Midd c

the cup final and who joined 'Stones from Hillingdon in November 1980,
ninted this weck at a rewurn to first team action on Saturday

{o the subs beneh

" Wealdstonc will be without mid-
nded for two matches after his

Dagenham.

miss the return Southern League Cup leg

v WEALDST
KICK-OFF ?3%‘ E_m_

WEALDSTONE ()
!RDYBI Blue & whitej -S
1 R. Goddard
2 C. Hardman
3  S. Pearce
g D. Byatt

P. Bowgett
? F. Barwick t(l{’\‘da
= Hﬂewl&s SPvriias
9 N-.—Gwd._u;en,_hkm“, Wi

A. Cordice Y
—Waites 12, ot
:‘J{ R—Daxis 12 ‘f-‘\uuti
’ R8s A, (L'.’t,Hq_

: onaggregate, and another goal
fro_rn "Throbbin’' Robin Wain-
wrlght saw us to a 2-0 win on the
night, 5-1 on aggregate.

The fixture headaches were just

beginning, but what an end to
the season there was in sight...
: WHAT HAPPENED NEXT?

Well, Mr Braxton must have

i been having palpitations with

a two-legged cup final here,

i a Middlesex County Cup final

i there a possible two-legged
Championship play-off if we won
the league, plus the small matter
i of 24 league games.

And don't forget the squad was
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face

tough test

DORCHESTER face their toughest test at

the Avenue since Bournemouth

them in the F.A. Cup

visited
when they clash with

their main championship rivals Wealdstone
tonight in the first leg of their Southern

League Cup semi-final.

Wealdstore, relegated from the Alllance
mier League last
phey will make a quick return, field one of
hughest pawd sides in non-Leagusa 300027,

Pre-

season, but looking as shough

the

And while the Magpies have been struggling te

find thewr best form in recent WEeeRSs,
have closed the gap at the top of the South
sion te three points, and they otill have
pames in hand.
But Dorchester
giready bwave an away

boss Stuart Bell, whose

Wealdstons
Divi-

four

men

league win ovet Wenldstone

iiﬂ&nly 14-strong. Not much room for manoeu-
! e there |f~the side got a few knocks. And we had
poor run in early March with just one point from

three games.

Yet amazingly the Stone j
s lost just one of thei
last 18 league games - and that on the final d;ry

when the title was clinched - to clinch the South-

Ern Division title and won the Southern League
thuepS(S—O on a aggregate v Gloucester City) and
outhern League Champicnship Shield on

penalties from Northern Division winners Nunea-

ton Borough (2-2 on aggre
gate).
And those final 32
games were squeezed i
Sﬂaysj)efore the final ball was kicked in angsla'r;tc?na
onday, May 10th , when Alan Cordice’s penalty

3

won the titanic shoot-out with Nuneaton at Lower

Mead). One game every 2 i
s el y 2.6 days! Non-stop! With

to vheir credit, feels the ocoasion will help the
Magpies lify thelr game again topighi.

“Both clubs have their sights on a league anc
cup doubls, and the ti2 has the makings of a rea
cracker,” gaid Bell today, adding: “We both prei=
1o attack, and thai s why Wwe are the highes
scoTers i the league.”

Wealdgione nave scored nine goals in their las
two maiches away 0 Hounstow and Selisbury, o b
Bell 15 encouraged by the fact vhat they have als
conceded five goals those games against mod
epate attacks, while Dorchester have kept & clew
sheet on three of thelr last four outings.

“On that evidence they cannoy be too secure 1
defence. and we ghall be hoping to get 2 lead of
goal or two to take to Wealdstone next Wedne
day,” added Bell.

Following Dorohester’s disappointing perforn
ance against GoOsport on Saturday, Bell has co1
sidered making changes, and was still ponderir
over his optiens today — although bhe has defi
itely decided to gharnd by the same squad of
players.

Dorchester (from): Hobson, Townsend, Dyt
Chutter, McManus, Sreele, Miller, Ray Ames, Y
ton, Crabb, Trever Ames, Dhoroe.

TODAY'S TABLE

EAN LEAGUE — Soutnern Division
SOQUTH L Jouths ot

2 L A
Dorchester Town  ....c 2g 15 11 2 53 22
Wealdstong  ..iee-- a4 17T 2 2 %
waterlooville .. 30 16 5 9
Gosport Borough o 6 1
Farsham Town 26 1+ 2 T
Poole Town 23 11 10§
Aviesbury Unite 27 12 & 9
Welling United 712 6 3
Addlestone . ] g 17
Aghford Town 2% 10 7 8
Dunsiable  ....-- 23 11 4 8
Hillingdon Boroush .. 27 9 8 10
Busingstoke Town " 25 }‘. 3 g.l
Chelmsford Civ¥ 2% 1 2 10
R ] 3 T 12
- -] 6 7
3 4 Ll
3 g 12
6 & 16
a 4 i
3 7 16




