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ON THE
BALL

with

BRIAN HALL

Congratulations to John King and his team on
reaching Wembley aguin this year. You are the envy
of every non-league toothall club at the moment, cnd
have every tight to be justly proud.

Personal congratilations also to Mike Tomkys and
his team at Harrow Borough on winning the Isthmian
title. Tt came as no great surprise io me, as having
Jknown Mike for several years Iknow that hehas been
patiently building his side and ¢lub for such a season
as this.

This is our last home game of the season, and
therefore the last opportunity from the players and
myself to thank all of our loyal supporters for their
presence, especially when we wete away from home
on long trips.

My thanks as always to our backroom staff for their
usual efficiency and help during what has been at
times « trying season. Orgonisation at this levelis of
paramount importcmce, and whilst I am still learing
and forgetting things, I know I con rely on those very
people to do everything in preparation for a game,
with the minimum of fuss or in fact recognition.

I look forward to seeing the players, directors, our
stff, and you the supporters on the 20th May at the
Players Award function, when I hope we cam all
enjoy a super evening together.

See you later,




THANK YOU SUPPORTERS
ON Saturday we received another cheque for £1,000 from the Supporters Committes,

The Board wishes to thank all the members of that committee for this most generous donation
towards the clubs hard pressed funds.

We would also like to sincerely thank that Committee for all the hard work, that each and

understanding that mekes all our efforis worthwhile,

We fully appreciate that at times some of the Bocrds decisions are not appreciated by some
people on the tertaces but after some explanation the majority do try to see why some unfortunate
decisions have to be made,

When the Supporters Committee comes forward with these excellent donations from time to
k time, we on the Board know that you are behind us, in spite of the media thinking otherwise.

Thank you once again most sincerely for yourfull support and wonderful donations for the season
1883/84.

Long may it continue,
D. MORRITT, Chairman

THANK YOU JULIE

Thank you Julie once again for all your help, Please make sure You give us your support for
another 28 years,

Thenk you sincerely,
KEN WILTSHIRE

WEALDSTONE FOOTBALL CLUB
present
“PLAYERS PRESENTATION AWARDS EVENING”
GRAND DINNER & DANCE
SUNDAYO;lDth MAY
at 7.00 pm.

Tickets £7.50 on sale at the Bar




WHERE HAVE ALL
THE CROWDS GONE ?

by Graham Sharpe

WHEN I was a youngster, in the ealy sixties, I used to go along and waich Wealdstone play -
invariably there was a large crowd there at Lower Mead, and whenever the opposition was really
locdl, say Enfield, Bamet or Hendon, the crowd went up to several thousand.

Today the Borough of Harrow can boast, with no exageration at all, two of the finest non League
football tecms in the country — Wealdstone, one of the top five teams in the Alliance Premier
League, and hence outside of the Football League, and Harrow Borough, champions elect of the
Isthmian League Premier Divisions, cne of the toughest of all competitions.

And neither of them can attract more than a few hundred hardy supporters along to their
matches. Why?

It can't be that the foms want to watch a successful side, otherwise they would have flocked along
to see the Stenes or the Boro, both have done consistently well for several seasons and, indeed, on
occasions when they have enjoyed Cup runs large numbers of people have turned up—only to stay
away again next week.

Perhaps people prefer to go and watch League soccer. That's possible, but League crowds are
also falling, it costs more in travelling and entrance fees to get fo a League match and there is the
ever present problem of crowd trouble.

Tthink the answer is probably that there are far more altemative atiractions these days than there
ever were twenty years ago. It cannont be denied that most soccer grounds are designed with
spartan facilities and few luxuries - they need improving, certainly, but with video games, squash
clubs, foreign holidays and luxurious restaurants the norm rather them the exception for most
people, they are just not prepared to accept second class treatment — and that, I'm afraid to say as
one who is still @ regular maich-goer, is just what they are served up.

Football won't win the fans back until it stops thinking it has a divine right to expect them to turn |
up and realises that it must offer them more than forty five minutes each way and a cup of bovril for
their admission money!

(Reproduced with the kind permission of the Harrow Recorder)

WILL THE DOOR OPEN ?

WITH the end of the season rapidly approaching, and the Allicnce. Championship still wide open,
the day will soon be here when an Alliance side will attempt the impossible . . . Promotion oz for a
better word election to the Football League.

Our league is about to complete its fifth season in existence. Whatever has been said over the
yeazs, there is no doubt that for progressive clubs like Wealdstone, the formation of the Alliance
was justified.

While non-league standards, as well as Football league standards have fallen, the Alliance has
if anything improved, witness the difference between the Alliance and the Southern and Isthmicns
in general.

But the longer the door 1o the football league remains closed, the less interested people will
become in the Alliance. A typical example was in season 1982/83 when Hayes of the Isthmicn
League were given the opportunity of joining the Alliamce, they declined as they saw further
progress unlikely.

Quite what a club has to do to become one of the elite 92 is difficult to see. Remember Altrincham
in the first two years of the Alliance? More balffling is a statement from the Football League
Secretary last month to the effect that a football league club which ceases to exist will not be
replaced. “It is the infention to reduce the league in order to make it more manageable”. Are they
waiting for 30 Clubs to go bankrupt??

The one ray of hope was a propesal in the summer of 1983 by Ken Botes the Chelsea Chairman

for the top Allimce Club to replace the 92nd Football League Club, providing the facilities etc.
were of the approved standard. It was narrowly defeated. Roll on the Football League A.G.M. I
cam't wait.

—

STEVE MARSHALL

——

ALLIANGE PREMIER LEAGUE

(Up to and Including Saturday 28th April 1984)

HOME  GOALS AWAY  GOALS WEALDSTONE RESULTS

P W D L F A W D L F A Ps HOME AWAY
Maidstone United 40 11 8 1 34 15 11 4 5 29 17 67 L1-2 11-2
Nuneaton Borough 40 14 6 1 42 15 9 5 6 25 23 65 D0-0 D1-1
Altrincham 40 12 3 5 38 20 10 5 5 24 19 62 W31
Runcorn 40 11 7 1 34 17 9 5 7 27 27 61 W4-2 L2-4
WEALDSTONE 40 14 4 2 47 14 6 10 4 27 21 60 T
Bath City 40 10 7 3 33 16 6 5 9 25 30 40 L0-3 D0-0
Worcaster City 44 9 7 4 36 19 6 6 9 28 33 49 W3-1 D11
Northwich Victeria 3 11 8 2 3 18 5 4 9 16 25 49 D1-1
Scarborough 4 10 10 1 32 16 4 6 10 19 33 48 D11 D1-1
Telford United 40 13 3 5 32 19 4 7 8 17 32 48 W4-0 Wi-0
Kidderminster Harriers 0 7 7 529 27 7 5 9 22 3 47 W2-0 L1-3
Frickley Athletic 40 13 2 5 48 24 4 B 10 18 30 46 Do-0 W5-2
Barnet ‘ 40 9 3 8 28 26 6 7 7 27 30 46 W3-0 D11
Enfield 1 8 3 9 27 244 6 6 9 34 3 43 w2-1 Ww2-0
Boston United 4 9 6 5 36 28 3 6 12 27 50 39 D1-1 D1-1
Gateshead a4 7 9 5 35 30 4 4 12 21 43 39 W4-0 D1-1
Weymouth 40 3 4 12 17 32 & 4 9 26 32 38 W2-0 W4-0
Kettering Town 40 8 3 10 31 31 3 6 10 19 34 34 W4-2 W2-1
Yeovil Town 0 8 5 7 32 28 3 3 14 19 46 33 Wi1-0 Do-0
Dagenham 38 § 3 8 31 25 2 5 12 18 41 3 Wi1-0 L0-1
Bangor City 3 7 4 8 33 277 3 2 14 18 42 29 W5-0 Do-0
Trowbridge Town 41 3 3 14 14 33 2 3 16 18 53 18 W6-0 W2-1

WEALDSTONE GOALSCORERS 1983/84

APL APLT FAC FAT MSC FR TOTAL

Mark Graves 30 1 5 = 7 43
Nigel Johnson 7 2 2 - 2 13
Brian Greenaway 10 3 1 - 1
Paul Bowgett 8 = = 3 1
Alan Cordice B 2 b 3 11
Dennis Byatt - 1 3 2 - 5
Chris Dibble 4 - - ? 8
Gary Donellan 4 - = = - - 4
Steve McCargo 1 - . - # 2 3
Neil Cordice 1 1 - . 1 3
Fred Barwick 1 — - - 1 - 2
Robin Wainwright - - - 1 - - 1
Own Goals 2 - - . ] & 2

TOTALS:- 74 4 14 ] 1 20 116




PEN PICTURES -
NORTHWICH VICTORIA F.C.

DAVE RYAN - Goalkeeper: Hys missed just one league game in the Alliance in four seqasons.
This is Dave's seventh season at the Drll Field cdter signing from Southport, Recruited by
Manchester United straight from school but his Progress was hampered by injury. His popularity at
the Dzl Field guaranteed him a record testimonial in 1981/82. APPEARANCES LAST
SEASON,

the ability to play in a number of Ppositions and certainly has o bright future in the game.

KEN JONES - Central Defender: Ken has clocked up 850 appearances for Vics and is nowin
his fifteenth season at the Club, deservedly receiving a third testimoniql this term. Signed from
Ellesmere Port Toum‘q:ﬂer starting his career with West Bromwich Albion. Ken has beenvoted Vic's
“Player of the Year” on four occasions and s the Club Captain, 61 APPEARANCES LAST
SEASON.

JEFF FORSHAW - Central Defender: Also having o testimoniq] this season after 5 years at
the Club. 6% 4°® 4] Jeffis particularly strong in the air. Signed from Stalybridge Celtic ke has also
had spells with Portmadoe and Winsford United. 53 APPEARANCES I.AST SEASON.

PAUL BENNETT - Midfield: Pqu) signed for Vics in the summer of 1982 from Port Vale after
making more them 60 Football League appearances for the Potteries Chyb, Ended his first seqson at

JOHN ANDERSON - Striker: Signed from Chester in October 198] where he played in their
Third Division side. His direct attacking style quickly made him favourite with the Drill F; ield fams,

GRANAM ABFL, - Midifield: Although generally fouynd in midfield Graham cem also operate
in defence or attack, Signed from neqr neighbours Runcom where ke played in their Northern
Premier League side. After a spell in the Reserves he has claimed a regulr first team spot. 40
APPEARANCES LAST SEASON/2 GOALS.

PAUL REID - Striker: A local lad, Paul's scoring exploits for Nemtwich Town made him the
Cheshire Leuague's top scorer and prompted his move to Vics. Wil be hoping to reproduce his
1981/82 form after cm Injury-hit season last term. 38 APPEARANCES LAST SEASON/16 GOALS,

TONY MURPHY - Left Back: Enjoyed Vic's Wembley visit in May as much as anyone ofter
losing in three Previous semi-finals. Signed by Stan Storton, Tony also had spells at Runcom and
Bangor City with Stan, Heis a strong tacklet who likes to join the attack. 57 APPEARANCES LAST
SEASON/2 GOALS,

PHIL POWER - Midfield: Seventeen year old who made his first team debut last December
against Gateshead after impressive displays in Vics reserve side,
;—P T et




( PLAYER PROFILE - )
GARY DONNELLAN

GARY was born in July 1962 ot Kensington and now lives in Cricklewood. He attended school at
Finchley and now works as a sales Iepresentative — more commonly know as a button seller.

Gary cmived at Wealdsione at the beginning of this season having previously played for
Chelsea, Watford and Reading.

His brother Leo is currently with Chelsea and js also a junior Irish International.

NEW SEASON

AS this season draws to a close, it has been announced that the season 1984/85 will commence on
Saturday 18th August with the Foothall League starting one week later.

F.A. TROPHY FINAL AT WEMBLEY
ON SATURDAY, 12th MAY 1984

HELP REQUIRED

VOLUNTEERS are required for our annual paint and brush up. Anyone who can give us some of
their time in the close season, could they contact Peter Braxton or the Club Office.

THANK YOU LADS

h MY thanks to all the unsung backroom staff, he they paid or voluntary for their stiring work and
support they have given me during this past season, My special thanks to Les Scott, Les Bull,
George Perkins, Val Shearer, Doug Minty, and young Michael Kane.

PETER BRAXTON, General Services Manager.

HERE SOON

Sunday 6th May 1984 —
MARATHON FOOTBALL LEAGUE CUP FINAL - Kick Of 5.00 pm

Sunday 13th May 1984 —
HARROW YOUTH LEAGUE, UNDER 18 FINAL - Kick O 10.30 am




TIM PARKS RECALLS
“MR. CLEAN" OF THE 60'S

WHO remembers Alf D'Arcy?

With a sumame like his, he represented the aristocracy at Enfield FC in the 1960's, and was
certainly the creme de la creme when it came to gamesmanship.

Everything was done on the referee’s blind side: shirt pulling, elbowing, controlling the ball with
his hand, even applying an extra slick of Brylcreem.

He wus the oiliest, greasiest, smermiest and cleverest defender of his erq. Enfield fums loved
nim; everyone else hated him.

Small boys went to bed at night dreaming of untimely ends for Mr, D'Arcy. Skewered on a railing
surzounding the pitch, pethaps, or involved in a fatal coach crash on the way home from Barking.

Yet he has a delicious sense of humour . . . . which mirrors his own philosophy during those
golden Isthmian League years: i you could win fairly, fair encugh; if you could win by cheating,
even better.

In the bar at Enfield recently I heard this story about him, which in my opinion, knocks all the
famous Shankleyisms into a cocked hat.

It goes thus: Enfield were playing Iford one cold, icy Boxing Day aftemoon and Mr, D'Arcy had
his hands full with the well-known Ilford centre-forward of the time, Alfie Christmas.

After half an hour Christmas broke through with just D'Arcy to beat but, after rounding the
defender, he miraculously found himself an his face. The referee, apparently unsighted, refused to
give a penalty.

Ten minutes later Enfield themselves took the lead through a dubious spot-kick and Christmas,
still annoyed at the earlier decision, complained rather too loudly. The referee gave him a stem
talking-to.

Just two minutes later, however, Ilford mounted a tremendous six-man attack with Christmas
heading powerfully gonlwerds from the winger's cross. The header bedt the Enfield goalkeeper but
D'Arcy caught the ball in the crook of his arm and volleyed clear— and the referee, again curiously
unsighted, waved play on!

It was too much for poor M. Christmas, who roundly abused the official and eamed himse¥ a
booking. But, just as the centre-forward was reluctantly walking over, D'Arcy brushed by the
referee and said in a stage whisper: “I should watch this one referee, he'll tell you hisname’s Santa
Claus.”

Christmas gave his name and was sent off for mickey-taking!

AROUND THE A. P. L.

SCARBOROUGH have decided to axe their reserve team. Manager John Cottam is likely to have
a squad of 15 or 16 players in the Alliance next season, calling upon players from local leagues as
and when necessary.

Boston United's matchday programme has been voted the best in the Alliance in a national
competition in which entries were received from over 600 clubs. Yeovil Town cnd Weymouth
were placed second and third respectively in the Alliance section.

OUR RECORD AGAINST NORTHWICH VICTORIA

ALLIANCE PREMIER LEAGUE SUMMARY OF LEAGUE ENCOUNTERS

SEASON HOME  AWAY P W D L F &
1979/80 0-1 0-0 HOME 3 1 1 1 3 3
1980/81 1-1 0-0 AWAY 4 0 4 0 4 4
1982/83 21 33 TOTAL 7 1 B & % T
1983/84 TODAY 1

{Wealdstone's score given first) j




; Wednesdcy evening they play Enfie bporters at Lower Meqd in the Supporiers
Shield. On Sunday 13th May they #ave] 1o Underhill to play Barnet Supporters in the same
competition kicking off ot 3.30 pm. SFC ae still looking for new players — cqll af the Club Shop i
You are interested ip joining them,

Shorily before this evening’s kick off the Supporters Club Player of the Yeqr award will be
presented. The qctuq] Trophy was given in memory of Jock Law o founder member of the

TRIP TO BOULOGNE
SATURDAY 1 6th JUNE 1984

THE Vice-Presidents Chib aze orgamising a day trip, cost£16.50, Seqts @e still availabe, Contact
Exic Fletcher or the Chub Office,
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WEALDSTONE FOOTBALL GLUB
ALLIANGE PREMIER LEAGUE

FIXTURES — SEASON 1983/84

Opponoats

Gateshead
Yeovil Town
Kidderminster Harriers
Trowbridge Town
Telford United
Bangor City
Cambridge City
Bath City
Altrincham

Yeovil Town
Aveley

Aveley

Boston United
Basildon United
Weymouth
Bishops Stortford
Barnet

Dagenham
Hendon

Entiera

Enfielg

Nunealon Borough
Enfield

Worcester City
Colchester United
Barnet
Maidstone Uniteq
Boston United
Kettering Town
Entield

Kettering Town
Scarborough
Barnet

Yeovil Town
Weymouth
Enfield
Kidderminster Harriers
Trowbridge Town
Northwich Victoria
Bath City
Scarborough
Barnet

Nuneaton Borough
Maidstone United
Banger City
Runcorn
Worcester City
Runcorn

Telford United
Frickley Athletic
Gaieshead
Dagenham
Frickley Athletic
Northwich Victoria
Altrincham

Away
Home
Home
Away
Away
Home
Away
Away
Home
Away
Away
Home
Home
Home
Away
Home
Home
Away
HJ*T}E
Home
Away
Home
Home
AWay
Away
Away
Home
Aviay
Away
Away
Home
Away
Home
Away
Home
Home
Away
Home
Away
Home
Home
Away
Away
Away
Away
Home
Home
Away
Home
Away
Home
Home
Home
Home
Away

Comp
APL
AR
APL
APL
APL
APL
FAC
APL
APL
APL
FAC
FAC
APL
FAC
APL
FAC
APLT
APL
MSC
FAC
FAC
APL
FAC
APL
FAC
APLT
APL
APL
APL
APL

APL
APL
APL
FAT
APL
APL
APL

APL

APL

APL

APL

APL
APL

APL

APL

APL

APL
APL

APL

APL
APL
APL
APL
APL
APL

D1-1
Wi-0
W2-0
W2-
Wi
Wh5-
w2
D0-G
W3-1
00-0
D1-1

W2-0
Di1-1
W3- 1
Wa-)
Wi-0
L1-3

Lg-1

L1-2

U1-1
Dz-2
D0-0
w2-0
D1-1
L0-4
W3-2
L1-2
Di-t
w2-1
Ww2-u
W4-2
-1

W3-0
L3-4

W2-0
W2-1
L1-3
WE-0
D1-1

L6-3

D1-1

Di-1

D141

[

— iy

Scorers

Doreilan

Bowget!

Cordice (A} 2

Graves ?

Graves

Bawgett Donellan Graves 2 Johngar
Jonnson Graves

Graves 3

Byati (pen)
Johnson Byatt igen)

Johnson

Greenaway 3raves Corgice A
Bowgel! Greenaway 2 Barwick
Cordice ()

Johngan

Barwirk
Graves
Byatt (pen) Graves

Cordice (N). Graves
Dibble

Byatt, Graves, Johnson

Bowgelt

Graves

Cordice (A) Graves {pen)

Greenaway, Dinpie

Graves 3, Dibtle

Bowgelt

Graves 2 (1 pen}, Greenaway

Byatt 2, Wainwright

Johnson, Cordice {A!

Johnson, Graves

Johnson

Greenaway 3 (1 pen), Bowgett, McCaggw
Graves Graves

Graves (pen)
Baldry (0.g)
Graves
Donellan

Graves 2 (2 pens). Cordice (A), Greenaway
Hughes (0.g.). Graves 2 {1 pen)

Bowgett, Graves

Jofinson 2, Dibble, Greenaway

Graves 4 (1 pen), Greenaway

Bowgett, Cordice (A). Graves, Cordice (N)
Donellan




OFFICIALS

Referee:
E.D. GRIFFITHS
(London)

Linesmen:

T. Buckland
(Lingfield)

T. Ash
(Rotherhithe)

WEAI.DSTO{“ E v NORTHWICH
( "

Blue & Yellow

BOB ILES
STEVE PERKINS
STEVE McCARGO
DENNIS BYATT
PAUL BOWGETT
ROBIN WAINWRIGHT
BRIAN GREENAWAY
NIGEL JOHNSON
ALAN CORDICE
MARK GRAVES |
GARY DONELLAN
BAVID PRICE

NEIL CORDICE
(s DA

10

11

12

14

VICTORIA

Green & White -

DAVE RYAN
DAVE FRETWELL
MARK DEAN
KEN JONES

JEFF FORSHAW
PAUL BENNETT
JOHN ANDERSON
GRAHAM ABEL
PAUL REID
COLIN CHESTERS
PHIL WILSON
TONY MURPHY

PHIL POWER




