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“I got one goal against them and the crowd
was saying ‘sign him up, sign him up!’ says
Ross.

“And that summer that’s just what hap-
pened. John Still was the manager and he
brought me in, my first full-time contract, on
a promise that | would replace the veteran
Paul Benson as the season progressed. But
he sold me the dream. | only made one start,
in a 2-0 win over Cheltenham at Kenilworth
Road in front of 9,000 and | played pretty well
| thought. But back came Benson after that
game and that was it, my Football League
days were over”.

oss was being a bit hard on himself.
RHis stock as a physically-intimidating

centre forward was still high and he
went out on loan at Conference National
sides Welling and Woking before landing an-
other pro deal at fast-rising Eastleigh. Then it
was a season apiece at Aldershot, Dover and
Sutton United, with a ten-game
spell at Maidstone last year
before a move to Billericay
that tested the endurance of 4
the Rickmansworth-based
striker who hated the
endless treks around
the M25.

“Wealdstone is
a great fit for me,
just 15 minutes
from home for
matches and
training and

they match my ambitions, to score goals and
get promoted. Meeting Rory was the clincher.
And since then I've been impressed by the
signings and the club as a whole.”

Ross has worked in digital media for eight
years, originally with the Independent and the
Evening Standard but now for the new start-
up Flash Talking platform that hopes to make
its mark in the field. And if you understood
that you’re clearly not an old print-media
dinosaur like me!

He can tailor his office hours around
football but confesses that the workload has
become really tough now the games have
started. “We've got EIGHT league matches
in August and | really can’t fathom why it’s
S0 many, so soon. It seems like we've only
had a two week break this close season and
it makes the first month
hugely important. But we'’re
gelling well as a squad and
winning... we're ready for )
anything!” 1
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