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FOOTBALL CLUB LIMITED
LOWER MEAD STADIUM, STATION ROAD, HARROW, MIDDX. HA1 2TU
TEL: 081-427 4064 (Answerphone after office hours) ~ FAX: 081-863 7215

FOUNDED 1899
NEWSLINE: 0898 88 44 73

Directors:
AJ. GLIFTON, M.B.I.M., F.InstD. (Chairman & Managing Director)

PB. BRAXTON (Vice Chairman & Football Secretary) PN. JACKSON, AC.|B. (Company Secretary)
JE FLETCHER FEB BRADBURY D.M. GRANSBY, BAHonsMPhil E.E.CLIFTON

Team Manager BRIAN HALL Coach: CHRIS BRADY
Club Doctor: LEN GOODCHILD M.D. o Physiotherapist: TERRY WARREN
Club Statistician: ROY COUCH Acting Reserve Team Manager: DAVID BOUGHTON
General Sgrvices Managers: JOE McKEEVER, GRAHAM SMITH
Press Relations Officer & Programme Editor: STEVE MARSHALL
COPYRIGHT

THE EDITORIAL CONTENTS OF THIS PROGRAMME ARE THE COPYRIGHT OF THE WEALDSTONE
FOOTBALLCLUB LIMITED. NOTHING WITHIN THIS PUBLICATION MAY BE REPRODUCED EITHER
IN WHOLE OR IN PART WITHOUT THE EXPRESS WRITTEN PERMISSION OF THE COMPANY.

EDITORS NOTES

A very good afternoon to you dll. It is indeed a pleasure to have Cambridge City as our visitors today
on our very last league match at Lower Mead.

Our programme today is filled with memories of Lower Mead, and I would like to thank everyone
who has contributed to not only this edition, but to the issues throughout the season. Special thanks to
the typesetters, 5.M. Typesetiing & Design, and to Martin Ellis & Co, the printers, for producing the
programme to such a high standard.

Do not forget that we have a WendyFair Capital League fixture here on Tuesday 7th May v. Sutton
United, so why not come clong and join what must be a bumper Capital League attendance.

Thank you for supporting this Club at Lower Mecd, cnd Wecldstone look forward to sesing you allin
our new home at Vicarage Boad.

Enjoy the summer . . .

Steve

SUPPORTERS’ CLUB PLAYER OF THE SEASON
“THE JOCK LAW TROPHY"

Tom Verrall, President of the Wealdstone FC Supporters Club will present this year's ‘Player of the
Season' trophy before the kick off.

TODAY'S MASCOTS

We welcome on this momentous day, JOANNA & JAMES GOODMAN as the team's mascots for
today's game. James aged 6 emd Joanna acged 9 are the son and daughter of Miriam Goodman, who is
along time supporter cmd member of the ‘Stones’. Itis fitting perhaps that in this changing world that a
girl should be one of the final maseots to grace the hallowed Lower Mead pitch and that hermum is one
of our growing number of women followers.

We hope both Joanna and James enjoy their day with vs.




BHL PREMIER DIVISION RESULTS 1990 - 1991
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WELCOME TO CAMBRIDGE CITY ...

A warm welcome to our good friends from Cambridge City. We have of course met briefly this season, in
Bricn Hall's first match on his return, but snow prevented « findl result being attained!

Cambridge City were formed in 1908 emd won the Suffolk Senior Cup two yecs later. Under the name
Cambridge Town they first played in the Southem Amateur League and in 1935 progressed to the Spartem
League where they won the championship in 1945-46. In 1950 they moved into the Athenian League and
with the grant of city status to Cambridge, they adopted their present name.

During their amateur days they made two appearances in the first round of the F.A. Cup and won the
Cambridgeshire Senior Cup four imes. They became a professional club in 1958 cmd were elected in the
South-Eastern Section of the Southem League finishing in ninth position, thus finding a place among the
founder members of the old Premier Division, City went on to win Premier Division in 1952-63. They have
since made a third appecrance in the First Round Proper of the F.A. Cup. They have won the
Cambridgeshire Professional Cup seven times cmd the East Anglian Cup on three occasions. Season
1984/85 City was forced to play all their games away from home due to redevelopment on their ground.
Om retuming home the following season they gained promotion to the Premier Division by becoming
champicns of the Southern Section of the Southern League.

We visit Ceambridge City on Wednesday at 7.45pm, which is the second match in the City, as we visit
United in the WFCL at Spm.

KEVIN MURRAY (Goalkeeper): Rejoined City mid-way through 1986-87 krom Scifron Walden
Keith was voted Player of the Year and Player's Player of the Yeer in 1988-83.

SIMON HAIGH (Defender): Aged 23. Simon is single amd a painter and decorater by trade. Joined
City in 1988-89. Former clubs Wisbech Town, Holbeach United and Peterborough United,
LAURENCE CULLUM (Defender): Aged 27, Lourence is single and worlks for a bank. He joined City
from neighbours Histon four seasens ago. Laurence is a local who captained Histon for four seasons.
STEVE FALLON (Player/Manager): Steve is mamied with two children. Joined City in season 1988-
89. A centre-half formerly 13 years with Cambridge United. Ron Atkinson's first Foctball League signing.
DAVID McCOY (Utility Player): Recently signed from Bury Town.

ANDY BEATTIE (Defender): Signed from Bamet in the closed season for a City record fes. Formerly
with Cambridge United cmd Maidstone.

STEVE SPRIGGS (Midfield): Joined City last season from Bury Town. Former Club Cambridge
United where he was Club Coptain. Steve spent 12 years with United and holds their record for the

most appedrances.

KEITH LOCKHART (Midfield): In his fifth season with the Club. Joined from Walverthampton
Wanderers. Previously with Cambridge United. Keith is married but no children.

JOHN McCLEAN : Born in Middlesbrough. John joined us last season from Histon. John is a Main-
tenance and Security Engineer, married with two children. Former clubs Northalerton and Whitby Town.
GARY GROGAN (Striker): Aged 33. Hus been with City 10 years. He lives and works in Ely and has
played for Ely City emd Sohem Town and Bamstable. Gary holds the record for the most number of goals
scored for Cambridge City.

PAUL WILKIN (F orward): Joined City om local footballin '88. Single, works for a removal compeamy.
DOMENICO GENOVESE (Striker): Re-signed for City this season from Kettering after a spell with
Peterborough United.

PETER LINDSAY (Utility Player): Aged 26, Peter made his debut with City when he was only 16. A
former FLA. Youth Triclist he is our longest serving player.

OUR RECORD AGAINST CAMBRIDGE CITY
Home Goals

F
Leacgue Matches 28
Cup Matches 4

TOTAL 2 32




FROM THE CHAIRMAN . ..

Today heralds the last Southem League, (currently the Beazer Homes League), fixture at Lower Mead
and sadly closes the door on 0 years of history in Hearow.

To say that I am disappointed that the "Stones” are leaving our comfortable environment would
certginly be an understatement, for in these 90 years the Club has achieved much in a chequered
coreer that hes spanned more than a lifetime.

This Club has enjoyed meny "“firsts” during the pericd that it has eccupied what was once, in poetic
serms a "Mead”. In fact the very nome conjours up the romenticism of by-gone days, and cerlainly we
owe a very big vote of thanks to the foresight of owr predecessors for the legacy, that we, their benefac-
sors have enjoyed throughout the years, that legacy now being our stepping stone to greater heights
and progressicn.

The Club was originally founded in 1869, although there is evidence of a Wealdstone Eleven playing
in and around Herrow for some ten years prior to this date, In those days the team played in various
“fields” in the then called Willesden and District League before graduating to Lower Mead as we all
know it today. Since this period the Club hets certainly made its mark in the echelons of non league
football and one of those “firsts"” of course is sndoubtedly the pinnacle of our success when our much
publicised double of Gola League Champions (now of course the Conference) and F.A. Trophy
Winners hit the headlines in 1985, afeat thathas yet to be equalled, although several teams have since
tried to emulate us, without success.

Other “firsts” of course include being the first amateur team to have ever played at Wembley

todinm when during the war years we defeated an Intemnational representative side romthe R.AF.in
the Middlesex Red Cross Cup. We were the first ever team to be televised in the United Kingdom by
the BB.C. in an encounter with Bametin the Athenicn Leacue, cnd of course the two F.A. Cup games
in 1949 which were dlso televised, versus Edgware Town and Colchester United, both games being
won by the Stones.

Our Club has produced several League and Non League Internationals, our most famous “son” of
cowrse being one Stuart Pecrce, cumently an England International and captain ol Nottingham
Forest.

The nostalgic will live on and certainly some of our elder Club statesmen have painted pictures that
will always have a place in our hearts for meomy yeaors to come, although I know that many a tale can
dlso be related by some of our younger more trendy members, all of which add up to, and contribute to
the ninety one years since our official birthdate.

To be objective we must of course look forward although I suspect that quite a few "tears” will be
shed today s we remember the past, but as we lower the curtain and bring to an end the passing ofa
period that has seen the birth of the motor car, the flying machine emd man walking on the moon, may
we all be thankful for our heritage and together make a concerted effort to create history in our
future.

LOWER MEAD 1S DEAD — LONG LIVE THE STONES. Alan Clifton




FROM THE SECRETARY ...

Today marks the end of an era and I am sure that a few tears will be shed at around 4.45pm. However, it
is not the end of Lower Mead just yet, as we still have a month of contracted business to get through
after today's 1st team match. The “Stones” last ever game at Lower Mead will be the Capital League
fixture on Tuesday 7th May when Sutton United will be our opponents.

Over the past 69 years Lower Mead has been the home of the "Stones” and as we move on to
pastures new, it is time to remember those people who gave their services to Wealdstone Football
Club, over eight decades. Not the players, nor the managers as they received their accolades during
their careers, but the administrators and other dedicated people whose elforts kept the Club
going.

In the pre-war erq, people such as Charles Edward Brady O.B.E. and W.H. Pearce, whose efforis
secured the property here at Lower Mead back in 1922; C.E. and C.V. Elmslie both former Secretaries;
Emest Bellchambers and Herry (Chippy) Luck and Frank Harbud, names that span the pre and post
war periods.

In the post war erq, the names of Ken Wiltshire, the long-time Secretary of the Club, Bill Emerson,
Brion Henderson, Colin Pope and Les Boyle dll spring to mind. It would be amiss of me not to mention
John Ryan who has served the Club over the years in many capacities including a long stint as Press
Secretary. John is still involved, munning the Country Music Club held here every Thursday
evening.

During recent years, David Free and Steve Marshall have kept up the fradition. There has of course
been countless others over the years and their contribution is greatly appreciated. Somewhere within
the ranks of cur Junior Stones are the successors to o long line of dedicated and gilted people.

From the past we now lock forward to along and prosperous pericd at our new abode. We take with
us fond memories and the knowledge that our heritage is intact and the future is secure.

To all who have passed this way, Wealdstone Football Club salutes you.

P.B. BRAXTON
Vice-Chairman & Club Secretary

P.S. My persenal thanks go to Roy and Alen Couch, Joe McKeever, Graham and Pauline Smith, Val
Shearer, Henry Keeler and Colin and Russell Payne.

Playing Members of Wealdstone F.C. who played the game for
their Country and their Club in two World Wars

*

1914-18
Andrews, P. Cozens, W.
Bellchambers, C. F. Goodage, R.
Bird, C. Howman, W.
Bowells, H. Mertin, F.
Bradberry, R. W. Robertson, G.

1939-1945
Baldwin, K. Parr, W. W.
Bidewell, R Woalker, E.
Bunce, C. E. Winterbotham, W.
Burton, W. A.

They shall not grow old as we that are left grow old,
Age shall not weary them nor the years condemn,
At the going down of the sun and in the moring
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.




BRIAN HALL WRITES . . .

Well folks, it's here at last, The final first team fixture at our beloved Lower Mead Stadium, and this, the
final programme. Therefore today is just that bit special and my potes will tend to lean towards the
theme of 'reclity or femtasy’, which is term 1 seemed to have picked up recently.

1 will not bore you with four paragraphs of our recent games, as I'm sure most of you either saw the
games or have heard about them. The reclity or outcome from these games is there for all to see. We
don't score goals! We seem to have come to terms with the ability to defend, and understand our
priorities, but now we must lecun to capitalise on chances. On that particular subject, however, it was
refreshing to see the number of chances we created at Chelsmiford. We drew 0-0, so enough said!

I am pleased to report that David Hudson is now on the road to recovery after that dreadful collision
against Burton. We are hoping that he will be out of hospital by now, and he hopes to be here today. It
you see him, say ‘hellc’, as he is a very nice lad and I would like him to feel welcome at Wedldstone
(Got the message?). Our other injuries are still numerous but at least short-term, cnd I'm hoping that all
of them will be appearing before the end of the season, as we still have 2 very difficult games after
today. Both Cambridge and Dover will possibly still be in the championship race, and will be flat out
for points.

This being the final appecarance at Lower Mead means that to finish with @ win is most important, in
what has been a wenderful home to Wealdstone Football Club. It's had more them its fair share of foot-
ball history, and I'm proud to say that 1 saw some of that history in the making. Those days were in fact,
duays of fantasy and redlity, and our future, which is now a reclity, must not become a fomtasy. I know
that may sound confusing, but the message is that the move to Watford is an opportunity for our club to
progress. The move alone will not provide thet progress. That is only a part {though a large pert) of the
future. Hard work, careful planning, unending enthusiasm, passion emd support will provide the rest of
the ingredients.

Bnd sa, a fond farewell to Lower Mead. Thenks for the lovely memories — memories to be savoured
and never forgotten but it's time for us to start a new chapter in our future.

Enjoy the gume — especidlly today.




FAREWELL TO LOWER MEAD

1 never thought that I would ever be wrifing an article for Wealdstone Football Club with a heading
such as the one above. And yet, with all the sadness that such a heading supplies, we must look on the
other side of the coin which fills all of the Wealdstone supporiers with « feeling of great pride cnd joy
and proves that over the years Wealdsione Tootball Club has beena credit to Harrow. We, the suppor-
ters, and members S WF.C. haveall been a part of it and have supplied aname and reputation that
has been a credit to the game of football, not only in this country, but in many places abroad.

Back in 1979 an issue of Long Ball Down The Middle” contained an article from a regderin Wiganin
which he stated that his hobby was collecting metal lapel badges cnd distributing them to collectors
axd clubs abroad end therefore your Supporters Club commitiee was pleasedto send him asmall sup-
ply of our club badges and he wiote and said that he rated the very highly and that he had received
memy enquiries from abroad for @ Wealdstone badge and he sent some out, even as for os
Czechoslavakia. So you can see that we became well known and respected abroad.

Back in December 1971, the Supporters Club produced its first monthly magazine whichwas named
“Wecldstone Whispezs' and it was then proclaimed by many representatives of the F.A. all over the
country as being one of the finest magazines ever produced by @ Supporters Club. This positive think-
ing and actions is what has made us the great club that we are today- Blthough we have been going
through o very lean patch recently, we shall soon re-emerge, and that is why 1 am asking all of our
members and supporters to come with us to our new ground at Watford. I bring to mind an old saying
which goes as follows,

We may not meet with great success
Or caxve for ourselves a name
But let it be that tme glory lies
In striving just the same.

As dear old Barbara Robson said backin 1975, "I ever W F.C. folded up I could never feel the same
about any other chab” and she hoped that everyone concemed with the ranning of the club would keep
the wheels tumning for many more yedrs to come. They were great words, and she is still withus, soIdo
implore all of you old supporters and leo the youngsters who have joined us recently, move withusio
our new home and let us grow into @ great Tootball end Supporters Club cgain.

Farewell to Lower Mead and here's to our new home".

TOM VERRALL
President
Wealdstone F.C. Supporters Club

SUPPORTERS CLUB A.G.M.

The Supporters Club A GM. will be held at 7.30pm in the V.P's bar, (under the main stand) on
Monday 29th April 192 L

Only fully paid up members will be admitted to the meeting.

At the conclusion of the meeting's business, Wealdstone F.C. Chairman, M Blan Clifton, will
address the meeting and figure in a question and answer session regarding the Club's relocation.

Please note proxy votes must e submitted to the club secretary not less than 48 hours before the
dete of the meeting.

TRAVEL NOTES

With this season’s campaign drawing to a close wencw have justthe Dover coach to run. Itis important
to remind you of the requlations govermning coach ravel. Only Supporte1s Club Members can travel on
the coaches and NO alcohol can be consumed on the vehicle.
4 May v. DOVER ATHLETIC - Depart 11.30am - Fare: Adult £8/£Child £6/Jumior Stone £5
Please note that special arrangements will apply for Dover. NO Supporters Club Membership will
be available on the day and the coach will stop for refreshments before reaching Dover. Departure
&om the ground will be immediately after the game- Membership cards must be coxried.
Please book today in the club shop. Late bookings can be made by phoning 427 4064 during
office hours.

|




WEALDSTONE FC <

WEALDSTOMNE F.C_
| surroRTERS CLUE

Secrefary:- Layne Patterson. All enquiries and correspondence to Club Office.
Clubshop Manager:- Toby Jackson. All enguiries and correspondence to Club Office.

Founded in 1958, Wealdstone F.C. Supporters’ Club is an organisation whose aim is fo
stimulate inferest and raise funds for the main club. Everybody who jeins is doing their bit
to help this GREAT club.

Call into the Club Shop today and join the Wealdstone F.C. Supporters’ Club BE PART OF
YOUR CLUBI

Organised away match travel and discount on various club souvenirs for members -
Annual Subscription £1.00 for Adults and Youths (over the age of 14), and 50 pence for
senior Citizens. In addition a limited number of Life Members will be admitted at £15.00.

Members wishing to make use of the coach sewice can book at the Clup Shop on
matchdays, or by telephone at the Club Office on 081 «427-4064 (during office hours), or
direct to the Secretary on 081-423-3105 (evenings only).

Visit our Club Shop and see our extensive range of souvenirs:- (Woollen scarves,
pennants, ski-hats, sweatshirts, mugs, car-stickers, key fobs, programme binders, efc.,
etc.). We alsc have THOUSANDS of programmes on sale:- (Football League, Scoffish,
Foreign, Cup Finals, Internafionals, Non-League, elc., efe). Plus many non-league
periodicals.

We have a unique selection of non-league lapel badges from over 100 different clubs,
lists available in the Club Shop.

Call in and see us now, be part of Wealdsfone Football Club
Junior Members, under the age of 14, why not join:- N

THE JUNIOR STONES' CLUB

Membership is free, and entities you fo free admission fo all Beazer Homes League
matches, as well as incentive bonuses to members aitending seven or more league
matches. Call in the Club Shop today! or send the application form below (together with
any ofher comespondence regarding THE JUNIOR STONES' CLUB) to:- Dave Albert, 37
Chatsworth Gardens, West Harrow, Middx. HA2 ORS.

_Junior Stones Application Form

Date of Bitth ... veerrerieeeeanninnenenenaeaan SChOOl Lo
Wealdstone F.C. Supporters' Club are dffiliated to “The Friends of
the County of Middlesex” - your county!




SUPPORTERS SCENE

Writing the final set of programme notes for the season, is usually a bit of a relied. A couple of months
rest from writers cramp, and printing deadlines is normally most welcome, However, today's are
indeed the saddest I have ever had to write, sad beceuse alter today — Weladstene FC at Lower
Mead is history.

What a history, looking back on a host of cherished memories of the beloved "Hallowed Turf"” fills
me with happiness and not sadness though. Why? Because no doubt like all of you this "old dump”
has been an integral part of my life for over 20 years.

My earliest memory was the first time that great old stalward, Eric Metcalfe (the man in blue) and
a founder member of the Supporters’ Club, brought me along to the Ground. In 1970 being only &
years old I can't remember who we were playing, but vividly recall the noise and size of the
crowd.

That day many moons ago was the beginning of some fantastic times for me, such as the unforgett-
able day we beat Reading in the FA Cup, in front of a packed Lower Mead. Who can ever forget our
many encounters against old rivals, Harrow Borough and Enfield, with the Semi-Final 2nd Leg
Match in the FA Trophy against the latter being an absolutely unbelievable day. That match, of
course, led us to Wembley and ultimate victory in the FA Trophy. Lower Mead was the centre of all
the celebrations with a huge marquee erected on the piteh to help cope with a very much needed
requiremnent for a celebratory tipple.

Since those Heleyon days, probably our biggest occasion (apart from today) was that memorable
FA Cup match against Swansea City. Over the years we have all had various favourite players who
have delighted us with their skills. Who remembers the pitch invasion following the scoring of
George Duck's 200th goal for the Club? The countless moments of pure genius from Alan (Messiah)
Cordice and the pure never say die attitude of Dennis Byait and Paul Bowgett, the free kicks of
Stuart Pearce, the all too rare brilliance of Tony Lynch, the buzz when, Keith Furphy, Steve Brinkman
and Bobby Moss all hit form at the same time. Who can ever forget Mr Elastic Man, Ray
Goddard?

Visiting goalkeepers have always been welcomed by the Elmslie Enders, they are either loved or
hated, Dave Ryan from Northwich Victoria and John Jacobs from Enfield, were always good for
a lough.

One of my other memories of Lower Mead was when my brother scored on his debut for the
Reserves side, and the special SFC celebration match a couple of years ago when I realised an
ambition by playing on the "Hallowed Turl” myself.

Looking around the old place, I will miss many things, but hopefully some of the club's great
characters will come with us, would there be « Wealdstone FC without the likes of Val Shearer, that
old guy (whose name I don't know) who stands on his own next to the Cinema End Stand come rain,
snow or sunshine. The ‘Cider Comer’ will never be the same again, but things I definitely will not
miss are the Tea Bar, the Elmslie Tavern, and having to carry a can opener withme every time [use
the car park.

Anyway, enouch of the past, and let's look to the future, from next season we will be playing at a
stadium with facilities beyond our wildest dreams, we will be able to enjoy a drink in nice surroun-
dings, and hopefully put all of the upset of the past years firmly behind us. However, it will be little
use in all the above, unless our Team is up to scratch. Over to you Brian!

Finally a quick thank you to a few people whe have made Lower Mead such an enjoyable place to
be over the years I have been here. Tom Verrall, Julia Verrall, Barbara Robson, Nick DuGard, Ray
Kemp, Sudhir Rawal, Dominic Whyley — in fact ALL of you who have made this club great!l!

Enjoy the day, have a drink or two and say hello to a new chapter in the Club's history.

So long Lower Mead . . . .

LAYNE PATTERSON
Supporters Club Secretary




Lower Mead in the very early days. Not

e the stand has since been extended, and where did all the trees go?




THE END OF AN ERA by Roy Couch

And so we come to the end of an era. Al approximately 4.45pm this afternoon the Wealdstene players will
leave the field having just completed our final major league match on this ground. Almost 70 years will have
passed since our first league mateh at Lower Mead when Aylesbury United were our visitors, but more about
that match later.

Tt was in 1921 that « plot of land at the rear of Greenhill Farm, Station Road, Harow was purchased for the
princely sum of £1,650. This site was to become Lower Mead Stadium. The new ground was ready for the
opening of the 1922/23 season and it was hoped to secure the promise of the Duke of York (later to become
King George VI) to officially open the ground but this was unsuccesshil,

The first two metches to be played here were in fact trial matches, On Wednesday 16th August 1922
approximately 2000 spectators witnessed a 2-2 draw between The Blues and The Stripes. The honour of scor-
ing the first gocl ever seen at Lower Mead went to W. Booth playing at inside-right for The Strips. The second
tricl was the following Monday, The Blues beating The Stripes 4-1 and with admission free the crowd was
again ix the region of 2000. “Man of the Match” was centre forward E.H. Peed whe scored allfour goals forhis
side. Two attractive friendlies followed, on the 26ih August o Clapton Orient (now Leyton Orient) eleven
visited us, the professional club asking ler ¢ guarantee of £10. A week later Arsenal were our visitors, the
guarantee og, that occasion being £15. Clapton Orient attracted a erowd of close on 3000 spectators who sow
Waaldstone made to lock like inexperienced schoolboys ageinst the skill of their professional oppenents, the
Orient winning by six goals to nil. Arsencl sent their A" team and another large crowd of around 2000 was in
attendance, the Gunners winning 2-1.

The first game other than friendlies to be played at Lower Mead took place on Saturday Sth September
1822. Ttwas an F.A, Cup Preliminary Round tie between Wealdstone and Berkhamsted. Well over 2000 spec-
tetors saw us gain our first win on the new ground, F. Spencer and E. Peed scoring %o give us « 2-0 victory.

The first recorded leagque match on this ground was the following Saturday between Wealdstone Reserves
and the Great Western Railway, the 'Stones winning a Spartan League Division Two match by four goals to
two. The Wealdstone First XI's first seven matches at Lower Mead were dll cup ties in the Amateur Cup,
Middlesex Senior Cup and London Senior Cup. It wasn't until Saturday 9th December that their home league
programme commenced. In only their fifth league fixture of the season Wealdstone met Aylesbury United in
the very first major league match to be played at Lower Mead. Aylesbury, second in the Spartan League
Division One iable, were beaten 3-0, Mason 2 (1 pen) and Saunders scoting our goals. Itwill be aremarkable
coincidence if Cambridge City are also in second place when they visit us this aftemoon for our last Beazer
Homes League match on this ground. Prior to our move to Lower Mead we had been champions of the Mid-
dlesex Senior League for the previous two seasons. Our first season at the new headquarters was very suc-
cesshul, the First X1 finishing in second place behind Chesham United in the Spartan League Division One,
with the Reserves coming seventh in Division Two. The charge for admission to Lower Mead in those days
was Bd (2%p) with an additional charge of Bd for admission to the stand.

At the end of the 1927/28 season a well known and much esteemed Athenian League club known as Sum-
merstown F.C. had to wind up as the lease of its ground had expired and they could not get cmother one. We
bought their grandstand at a reduced fee of £200 emd had it temoved and set up here at Lower Mead. This
stemd, which is still in use loday as our main stand, was extended in 1948, Not only did we take Sum-
merstown's stamd, we also were elected to the Athenian League in their place for the 1828/29 seasen. Since
then we have progressed through to the Isthmian League, the Southemrn League mmd what is now the GM
Vauxhall Conference. In 1984/85 we became the only club to date to complete the 'Non League Double’ of
GM Vauxhall Conference (then Gola League) and F.A Trophy. At the end of the 1987/86 season we were
relegated back 1o the Southem League (now Beazer Homes Lengue) but we all hope it won't be too long
before we are back in the Conference once again.

The record attendemee for a match played at Lower Mead was 13,504 on 5th March 1949 when we lost 4-0
1o Leytonstone in a F.A. Amateur Cup 4th Round replay. Cur biggest ever wins were achieved on this ground,
22-0v. The 12th London Regiment (The Rangers) in the Amateur Cup in 1923 and 16-2 v. Hertford Town in the
Sperten League in 1926. Three of our players have scored seven times in a match on this ground, Cleud
Mason against the 12th London Regiment, Bob Tansley against Hereford Town, and George Kenny against
Metropolitem Police in a Friendly in 1955. When it comes to prolific goalscorers we had two of the best. Viv
Evans who played for us at various times between 1954 and 1972 hit 216 goals during his time at Lower Mead
but his record was broken by George Duck with 251 goals between 1972 and 1979. This total included an
amazing B2 goals scored in just cne season (1973/74). Four other players have scored over 100 goals for
Wealdstone, namely Matt Farrell, Mark Graves and the Cordice brothers Alan and Neil. The most appearan-
ces for Wecldstone in cup and league matches were all made by former Lower Mead favourites, Charlie
Townsend 514 (1957-1971), Viv Evans 451 (1954-192), Robin Wainwright 427 (1979-1988) and Paul Bowgett
(1980-1588).

So now it's farewell to Lower Mead, kello Viearage Road. Let us hope we can make as much progress at
our new ground as we have at Lower Mead over the last seventy yeors.




Viv Evans fires for goal against Rayners Lane.




#GOODBYE, LOWER MEAD.
— I'LL SEE YOU IN MY DREAMS"
by Sudhir Rawal

So, here we are. Justa matter of ninety minutes away from the end of League football at
Lower Mead. For many people the reason they still come to Wealdstone, especially over
the last few yuears when the football hasn't been too hot, is because of this lovely old
siadium. Yes, it has become rather tatty in places and is on its last legs but it also
comnjures up so many glorious memories — and some not so wonderful!

The one word that really epitomises Lower Mead is atmosphere. So many non-league
grounds lack that so vital ingredient that ms a good ground into a wonderful stadium.
Lower Mead is considered a hostile ground to visit by other teams not because of any
notion of crowd trouble, but because of the passionate nature of the crowd. That passion
comes from having a stadium which allows noise tobe created from the ends. There isno
safe haven from the side osither, with High Mead terrace so tight up on the touchline. We
oll remember how Swansea City froze in the first half defending the Flmslie Endinan FA
Cup tie. It all helps create the qura. An Ashford Town player said after a visit to Lower
Mead that they hated coming to Lower Mead because the erowd won so many free-kicks
etc for Wealdstone. Another comment was from a referee who was in charge of a Beazer
Homes League match versus Leicester United. Leicester hod taken a surprise lead
against the league leaders and with fifteen minutes to go everything seemed lost. But in
the words of the referee “the crowd seemed to constantly draw the team towards the
goal”. In the end Stones grabbed a 2-1 victory.

However, | suppose we must now look forward. Tthas tobe scid that however much we
all love this stadium, it has been a millstone around our necks in progressing in the last
tew years. For as long as we stayed here, our financial situation was never going to allow
real progress back into the Conference and then forward into the Football League. Now
we should have the financial muscle, and with the right marketing and success, the skyis
the limit.

Loocking around the terraces today, there will be some unfamiliar faces. Today's crowd
should number anywhere between 1,000 and 1,500 — it it doesn't then we know exactly
why Wealdstone have to leave Harrow. Probably a third of those present will be those
termed as ‘groun dhoppers'. And another third will be Wealdstone supporters who don't
watch the team anymore. They were quite happy to watch the team when the side were
winning competitions, but now only turn up for 'big matches’, like Borough last year. They
were amonst the eleven thousand that went to Wembley professing their undying love to
the club but how many have ever seen Wealdstone play again. Itis these people thatare
in many ways to blame for Wealdstone's trophy cabinet. Then there was the double, the
most special bit of all was beating Enfield in the Trophy semi-final. We lost here, butwon
emyway on aggregate. Only when John Jacobs was sent off in the fingl minutes, did I
realise that we were actually going to Wembley. Then on Trophy night itself. Who will
ever forget Robin Wainwright dancing on the table taking the lead in the communal
singing. There are many more.

Today willund oubtedly be, for many, the saddest day in their footballing lives. When
the final whistle blows, many will have tears in their eyes. The end of an era but this
wonderiul stadinm will never ever be forgotten. As a song thought up on the way home
from Worcester in a rather drunken state goes, hopefully it will be aired many times
today:

“Goodbye, Lower Mead. [l see you in my dreams”

{contmued on next pa gel




Awonderful photograph of the cinema end, many years before the stand was constructed Look at the size of the young man's rattle at the fronl!




LEACGUE TABLES

DEAZER HOMES LEAGUE = PHEMIER DIVISION (Up te & including Wednesday 24th April 1591}
Home Goals Away Goals WEALDSTONE RESULTS
F__A F A PTS HOME: AWAY
46 26 0 16 T8 Lo-2 wW3-2
51 21 29 25 wWa=1 L1-2
38 16 21 22 73
26 14 29 21 72 L2-3
a6 22 22 28 68 LO=1 LO-1
29 15 23 25 62 LO-1 L2-3
30 12 27 30 GO no-0 L2-3
35 28 35 38 56 Ll-2 LO-1
a 21 19 21 54 Di-1 L1=2
as 2z 16 33 54 w2-1 w2-1
26 24 28 30 52 L1-3 w2-1
30 28 23 26 52
28 22 17 31 52 W2-1 Di-1
38 33 25 40 49 W2-1 LO-2
25 24 24 24 a7 D1-1 Wi-0
6 22 21 43 A7 Wo-1 Wi-0
23 3 29 27 a6 Lo-3 no-o
27 33 27 36 45 wa-1 L2-3
27 26 17 38 45 w2-0 LO-1
21 26 24 36 42 L1-3 D2-2
28 31 18 16 5 31 w3-0 D1-1
24 28 15 23 55 24 wa-2 W2-0

WENDY FATR CAPITAL LEAGUE (Up to & including Wednesday 24th April 1991)

Hoime Goals Away Goals WEALDSTONE RESULTS
o F A 4] F A PTG HOME AWAY

29 6 1 7 6 a7 L1-2 Lo-2

a0 9 24 17 a8 LA=6 L1-3

25 13 20 19 a7 L1-3

17 13 24 19 36 L1-2 D1-1

25 19 1% a2 Li-a

22 12 25 27 a2 D3-3 LO-%

17 24 17 26 22 wa-z -1

11 17 15 23 21 D1-1 L&=-4

i3 a3 G 25 ia WE=0 LOo-1

19 22 9 16 17 W2-0 wil-0

WEALDSTONE 22 19 8 22 17

Sutlon United 14 21 16 35 15 D1-1

SUBIMBAR LEAGUE — MORTH DIVISION (Up to including Wednesday 24Lh April 1991)
Home Goals Auway Goals WEALDSTONT RESULTS
F_A F_ar_ PIs HOME AWAY
35 14 ar 17 69 LO-1 W2-1
38 16 46 23 &7
27 18 29 18 60 n2-2 W32
2 12 26 19 60 W3-0 D2-2
a4 14 24 19 51 Wi-0 Di-1
20 18 34 25 45 LO-4
25 17 i 21 43 Wa-1 L1-2
37 34 22 33 40 w2-0 W74
17 27 16 22 a9 L1-3
27 20 24 20 a8 LO=3 WZ2-0
a0 32 22 36 33 w3-2
0 26 19 39 a2 w2-o
27 37 ie 36 a2 Wh-1
16 28 2z 29 M wa-1
28 29 11 12 43 a0 bz-2
Horthwood 2L 24 27 10 a 22 26 w2-0
Feltham 3 28 30 i4a 13 53 22 WE-2
" = Three points deducted for playing an ineligible player.
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WEALDSTONE GOALSCORERS 1990/91 SEASON (Including Wednesday 24th April 1991)
First XI_(BHL/CRL/Cops/Friamilics) : Bladkwn 13, Gipp 12, Kelly 11, Goyetls §(5 pars), 5. Browne 8,
Harrism 8(2 pens), Gogidi 6, M. Brown 5, N, Cordice 5, Smart 5, Goodison 4, Lynch 3, Olaleye 3,
L. Domellan 3, C. Browne 2, Topley 2, Jerkine, Hobiroon, Ferpusson, Eriom, G. Donellan, Wakson,
Martin, Hopeon, Howard, Irving, Edwards (Crowley) o.g., Fullbrock (Weymouth) 0.,

Skelding (Worcester) o.g. Total 112,

Reserves (Suhurben Lge/Lep. Qup): Canpbell 10, foss 10, Jonkins 9, Olalaye 7(2 pens), Field 7,
Ceodisen 7(1 pen), Gigw 4, Mapy 4, King 3, Wayh 3, Luto 3, Milten 3, J. Richands 2, K. Brown 2,
Walson 2, foward 2, Ferpessm 2(2 pers), Irvisg 2, C. Browe, Powell, Erie, Robirson, Mguire,
R. Richards, Heyward. Total B9.
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CLUB SHOP CHAT with Toby Jackson
SALE OF THE CENTURY! - EVERYTHING MUST GO!!

Although we shall be building a new Club Shop at Vicarage Road as soon as planning permission is
granted, we won't be wanting to take the thousands of programmes presently siocked in our present
Club Shop with us so the sale of the century will continue until we vacate Lower Mead with ALL
programmes other than today’s match and last away games at HALF PRICE! Yes, HALF PRICE and
that means our own home and away programmes from ealier in the season, current Football League
and Nen-League, and cll our Big Match, International, Scots, League v. Non-League and Foreign pro-
grammes. Past season League and Non-League programmes are reduced to just 5p each. A bigger
give-away lhan the Weymounth defencell First come, first served!! Get in quick before the bufis arrivelll
Believe me, word has spread cmd many bargains have been snapped up already.

No news yet from Gloucester City for letting us down with regards to our programme allocation for
the recent game at Meadow Park, They hope to get a few more copies printed for our collectors, Tl
keep you informed.

The new May Mail on Sunday “Non-League Football” magazine, the last of the season, has sold out
but some of April issues remain in stock at £1.40. “When Saturday Comes” is our best-selling periodi-
cal casting an amusing eye over the game for just £1 now having reached its 50th issue. The excellent
90/9] "Review of Herts Non-League Football”, superb value as always, costs £2.50 with a few of last
year's edition still left at half price. Although we have sold out of this year's F.A. Non-League Direc-
tories, there is still @ selection of past League Directories at just £2 each. “Where's The Bar?” is again
on sale edited by our own Martin Lacey (but don't let that put you offf)

Lapel badges: Our Wealdstone stick-pin enamel clubbadge is on sale at £1 as well as our popular
shield & crest badge at £1.30, now reflecting our blue & white strip and our circular enamel badge also
at the same price. Hundreds of other badges on offer too including the official Beazer Homes League
badge and almost every League, Scottish and Non-League club possible.

Souvenirs: We have a selection of Club sweatshirts and replica shirts {especially smaller sizes) at
just HALF PRICE as are many other souvenirs today as part of our clearance sale.

Have o good summer. See you all at Watford. No excuses!!
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FA. Cup 4th Qualifying Round v, Colehester United, November 1949, Cutting's ‘goal' here was ddfiudged offside.
The Wealdstone players are Edgar Francis (arms cutstrelched), Fred Hayden and Keeper Danny Wiltshire.




JUNIOR STONES COLUMN by David Albert

Hello and welcome everyone to Lower Mead Stadium on one of the most historic days in the history
of Wealdstone Football Club. Teday sees the last home league match to be played on the hallowed
turf at Lower Mead as from next season we will be playing at Vicarage Road in Watford. I am sure
that @ few tears will be shed today particularly from me as Lower Mead has almost been my second
home fornearly 17 years from the first moment I walked through the tumstiles at the tender age of 11
to see Wealdstone play Telford United in November 1974. From that time onwards, I have been
hooked and we have really seen some highs and some lows.

Some of my particular highlights have been the Wealdstone v. Wimbledon clashes in the mid
70's: the scoring feats of George Duck who in my opinion was the greatest goalscorer this club has
seen and will ever see; our FA Cup mun in season 1977/78 which saw us defeat Hereford United,
Reading and the lose to Queens Park Rangers in the third round. Going back to the Hereford game, I
was too young to attend the away match but I will always remember hearing the result at about
10.00pm and dancing a jig of joy on my bed; our 1981/82 season in the Southern League when we
won everything that conld have been won — this was my first season seeing the 'Stones regularly
away from home, when the coaches to away matches were nearly always full; and mosi memorable
the 1984/85 season when we became the first non-league team to do the ‘Double’ by winning the
Gola League and the F.A. Trophy at Wembley in the same season, a feat that is unlikely to
ever be repeated. -

Some of the lows which I sught to comment upon were our relegation from the Allionce Premier
League in 1980/81 with the famous Jimmy Sweetzer penalty incident and our fall from grace clter
winning the ‘Double’ which we still have not recovered from up to now. Hopefully as a result of our
move to Watford we will see a change in the fortunes of this great club which will see us get back into
the Conference where we belong and then to eventually claim a place in the Football League which
has got to be the aim of all nen-league clubs.

1 joined the Supporters Club Committee about three years ago and have loocked after all you
Junior Stones for over two seasons now. We all hope that we will see as many of you coming to
Watford to see Wealdstone play next season. Itis not very farto go and you will certainly appreciate
the facilities which will be available to you.

At the beginning of this season I took over the running of the 'Little League’ on Sunday mornings.
This is a scheme that enablas six, seven and eight year olds to play football on Sunday mornings for
enjoyment purposes. Every week we get between 45 and 50 kids tuming up to play football. We
divide them up inte eight taams and each team plays four matches. At the end of the fowr matches
we have a presentation in the club house where we present a trophy to the team that scores the
highest number of goals; a trophy to the player that scores the highest number of individual goals;
man-of-the-metch certificates to one player from each team and we also present a match ball to one
of the players every week by drawing a number out of ahot and the ballwinner becomes amascot for

+a day at a home league match. The Little League will operate at Wealdstone probably until the end
of May and after that we hope to find « venue until the beginning of July when we will stop. We hope
to start the Litfle League again when the new league season begins in the middle of Augusi, and we
are looking for a permanent venue. We will keep all of you informed . . .

Cambridge City have the honour of being our last ever opponents in a league match at Lower
Mead and we extend the usual cordial welcome to any junior supporters of Cambridge who are here
for today's game.

Well, that's all for this momentous season. Let's all enjoy the game and let's hope for a
Wealdstone win on this historic day.

See you all agein at Vicarage Road next season . . .

UP THE STONES!!

Uncle David




AN EPITAPH TO AN ATMOSPHERE

In 1985 the general public in Harrow made it clear that they had no desire to watch a successful
team, and the lack of anything resembling uproar at the thought of Lower Mead being razed to the
ground further proves the point. Long may they enjoy browsing through the Lenny Prince frozen food
section or the Mike Pittaway vegetable stand.

So what have the stay-aways missed? My recollections go back to the early 1960's. Prior to that
Wealdstone's only notable success had been an Athenain Leaque Championship in 1952,

My contemporaries and I willno doubt disagree if asked to select a “best ever” teqm from the last
twenty five years or so, however some players deserve o special mention, not necessarly for their
skills, sometimes endeavour and gralt can compensate for other shortcomings.

In goal Wealdstone have rarely had a problem, Fowler, Goymer, Morton, Goddard and lles were
all competent and good servants to the Club. My vote for the best would go to Andy Williams, even if
he did cost us a place at Wembley (Craven Cottage, remember?)

Defensively, Doyle, Ashworth, Sedgeley and Townsend as a unit were probably on a par with
Perldns, Byatt, Bowgett and Pearce although tactical changes meike it difficult to do g clear com-
parison. Other defenders worth a mention include Fred Barwick (such shabby treatment was scant
reward for 314 games and six years of service), Ray Fulton, Chris Kinnear, Eddie Presland, Alan
Fursden and John McCormick.

John Watson played at full back and in midfield and was a winner thraugh and through, unfor-
tunately his temperament was suspect and thankfully Lower Mead won't see gnother opponent
dragged to his knees by the throal. Alongside him in midfield the likes of Eddie Dillsworth, Danny
Light, Robin Wainwright and Terry Dyson (unlike Tommy Baldwin, David Price and Johnny Haynes
he was one of the successed having made the move to non-league tootball after a lengthy league
career) would have graced any team.

Up kont we have been fortunate encugh to have some great goal scarers. Two of these, inex-
plicably, were not manager's favourites namely Tommy English and Andy Graham. Between them
they scored 40 goals from only 67 games.

Alan Cordice, Mark Graves, Bill Byme, Bobby Moss, Hugh Lindsay, Jim Cooley cnd Bobby
Childs all knew where the net was. All great players, but, the best aver? No contest is there, one Mr.
G. Duck.

George was the master (251 goals in 368 games), he could have @ whole defence going the wrong
way before he would roll the ball slowly past a stranded keeper. George did once score from outside
the box, v. Oxford City in an F.A. Cup tie. Simply the best.

Quite some team could be selected from that lot and there's been no mention of the likes of Bemnie
Bremer, John Henderson, Viv Evans and Tony Smurthwaite.

As with players everyone has their own ideas of the good and the brilliant when it comes to goal
scoring. I submit these as the best I can recall. Alan Cordice v. Runcom, Andy Graham v. Welling,
Neil Cordice v. Yeovil, Danny Bailey v. Alvechurch, any goal by George and at the top of the list for
sheer power from a distance of 35 yards, Hugh Lindscy v. Stevenage.

What about individual games, the afore-mentioned F.A. Cup tie in 1965 against Stevenage takes
some beating, 3-5 down with 7 minutes to go we won 6-5 thanks to that Hugh Lindsay goal. Back in
1964 we beal a very strong West Ham United side in the now defunct, but very enjoycble, London
Challenge Cup. Irecall the time westing antics of the Leatherthead goal-keaper in the 1966 Amateur
Cup quarter final, he soon got a move on once we scored what proved to be the winner. In Isthmian
League times Christmas Day and Boxing Day were always reserved for derby matches with Hen-
don, the game was played regardless of pitch condition whilst mums stayed at home stuffing the
turkey. The four pointer v. Hastings had everything as did the subsequant Championship match v.
Nuneaton Berough in 1982.

There have also been many occasions when things weren't so good — mostly sver the last four
years or so. In 1981 Jimmy Sweetzer missed a penalty against A.P. Leamington, never has a ground
been so silent. The subsequent four years were undoubtedly the best in the Club's history.

Whether that success is repeated again in the future remains to be seen. The only certainty is that
teday marks the end for Lower Mead and if any emotion is shown | can't help feeling it won't be by
many of those wearing a white shirt with a number of the back,

Jon Ixvine




Peter Bartlelt
Barry Blackman
Tara Brady
Michael Browne
Carey Browne
Steve Browne
John Campbell
David Coles
Alan Cordice
Neil Cordice
Roy Davies
Andrew Dixon
Gary Donnellan
Leo Donnellan
Feter Downes
Wally Downes
Jason Duviay
Solomon Eriemo
Jamie Ferguson
Ian Fergussen
David Field
Mark Fisher
Paul Gbogidi
bavid Gipp
Andre Glucina
Paul Gosodison
Paul Goyette
Mark Harrison
Hakan Hayrettin
Baul Hayward
Andy Hedge

Ian Hendry
Mark Hopson
Ray Howard
David Hudson
Lee Hunter
Darren Irving

1980/91

App. Goals

42{5)
51(4)
-(2)
10(2)
5(2)
16(1)
2(1)
12

1
24(1)
-(1)
3
4
46
1
1
1
19(1)
3(2)
13(1)
(1)
-{1)
18
34(15)
1

10({7)
37(3)
57

6

2

4(1)
13
1z

6(2)
13

1

1

13

5]
12

4

9(5 pens)
8(2 pens)

WEALDSTORE FOOTBALL CLUB -—— PLAYERS RECORDS
(Up to & including Saturday 20th April 1991)

Wealdstone Career

App.

47
55
2
12
66
104
29
12
335
356
146
3
167

"
89~d8rnBolrmnd

Goals

13
5

15

24(1 pen)
4

109

101

10

a7
3

9
12
4
27(15 pens)
26(15 pens)

Steve Jenkins
Michael Johnson
Craig Johnstone
Tony Kelly
Jason King
Stephen Lewis
James Luto
Tony Lynch
Jamie MeMillan
Richard Maguire
Andy Martin
Derek Matthews
Glen Maxim
Miles Milton
Faul Morris
Jerry Murphy
Samsan Olaleye
Michzel Pantelli
Ravel Polson
Ossie Powell
Rodney Richards
Wayne Roach
Colin Robinson
David Ross
Steve Smart
Steve Tapley
Alex Tsitsis
Chris Vagg

Jim Watson
Steve Watts
Ian Waugh

Mlan Wright

APPEARANCES DO _NOT INCLUDE FRIENDLIES OR SUBURBAN LEAGUE MATCHES .

1000/91
App. Goals
6(4) 1
2 =
2 oy
47(11) b |
1 -
2
-(1)
2(9)
3
-{1)
6(4)
1
1
1(1)
141}
3
13(3)
2
{2}
1(1)
3
12
11(2)
2
43(z)
46
1
25
32(2)
2
3(2) -
201} -

PR =
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WealdsLone Career
App. Goals
10 7.

2
a3

=)
L.ﬂtrgm

43

=
- a
O WO e

[
w g N

GOALS DO NOT INCLUDE SUBURBAN LEAGUE MATCHES.

1990/91 SUBSTITUTES WHO ACTUALLY PLAYED ARE SHOWN IN BRACKETS.




SURURBAN LEAGUE/LEAGUE CUP APPEARANCES & GOALSCORERS 1990/91 SEASON

Mark Alexander
*Peter Bartlett
*Barry Blackman

Stephen Boucher

*Michael Brown
*Corey Browne
*Steve Browne
Michael Byrne
*John Campbell
*Roy Davies

*Andrew Dixon
*Pebler Downes
*Jason Duviau

*Solomon Eriemo

*Ian Fergusson
*David Field
*Mark Fisher
*Paul Gbogidi
*David Gipp
*Faul Goodison
*Paul Goyette
Richard Hall
*Paul Hayward
*Andy Hedge
#*Ian Hendry
*Ray Howard
*Lee Hunter
*Darren Irving
*Steve Jenkins

(Up Lo & including Saturday 20th April 1991)

App - Goals

2 -
2 -
1

2(2 pens)
e

A
7(1 pen)

22
27
2
11(3)
1
7
7(1)

Simon Johnson
*Craig Johnstone
*Jason King

Darren Lewis

Emmanuel Lomotey
*James Luto
*Tony Lynch

Brendan McCalfrey
Gary Mclntosh
*Jamie McMillan
*Richard Mapuire

Jeffrey Malone
*Glen Maxim
*Miles Milton
®Jerry Murphy

Andre Nolan
*Samson Olaleye
*Ossie Powell

Jason Richards
*Rodney Richards
*Wayne Roach
*Colin Robinson
*David Ross
*5teve Smart

Jason Snelling
*Steve Tapley
*Jim Watson
*Tan Wauph

Tony Whitmore
*Allan Wrighl

SUBSTITUTES WHO ACTUALLY PLAYED ARE SHOWN IN BRACKETS.

hpp .
-(1)
2
4(1)
1
-(2)
7(4)
2
2{1)
-(1)
1
5

1

2
12(1)
24(3)
1
a
1(5)
8(6)
17(2)
26
L]
15(2)
-(1)
-{1)
5
13
10(3)
1(2)
18

Goals

oI FRNHE) bW

.

* These players have also played for First XI this season. (See other table).

The First XI's match at Worcester City (Saturday 20th April 1991) was their 69th in
the Beazer Homes League, Capital League and various cup competitions this season.

Al together 69 different players have been used in those matches including 9 different
goalkeepers. In addition Mark Harrison and Tony Kelly, two outfield players, have
taken over in goal during the courseof a malch when the goalkeeper had to leave the

field due to injury. In the 37 Beazer Homes League matches played, up to and including
Worcester, 35 players have been used of which 5 were regular poalkeepers.

The Reserves home malch v. Yeading (Saturday 20th April 1991) was their 32nd in League
& Cup this season. They have used 59 different players including 5 goalkeepers.

(THESE STATISTICS COMPILED BY ROY COUCH)

SUBURBAN LEAGUE

13.491 ST. ALBANS CITY A W20
Roach, Wright, Hayward (1), Hedge, Richards, Murphy, Ross (1), Milton, Luto, Irving, Waugh,
Field, Lomotey

16.4.91 HARROW BOROUGH A W3-2
Hedl, Wright, Haywerd, Hedge, Richards, Murphy, Ross (1), Milton (2), Field, Irving, Waugh,
Whitmore, Luto

20.4.91 YEADING H LO-1
Hell, Wright, Hayward, Hedge, Richards, McMillan, Murphy, Ross, Waugh, Luten, Irving, Field,
Richards, McIntosh




BLUE REMEMBERED SLOPES

LOWER MEAD. The very name avokes the sights, sounds, tastes and smells of Wealdstone Foothall
Chub through the ages.

The whiff of winter green embrocation s you passed the back of the main stand. The tang of
Wrigley's Spearmint gum. The newly-pressed smell of the programme, the clanging of Eric
Metealfe's bell,

That was Wealdstone in the Sixties, my earliest remembrance. People still talk about Hughie
Lindsay's swerving 30-yard belter thert wonthe legendary 6-5F A, Cup maich against Stevenage. They
still talk about getting wet at the Cinema end of the ground.

And those whose memories stretch back to the late 40s and 50s still talk of being a scxdine in the
13,504 crowd that packed Lower Mead for the Amateur Cup quarter final replay with Leytonstone in
1949, That was « disappointment, a 21 defeat, imagine the joyous Spring afternoon three years later
when the old ground witnessed a famous 6-2 victory over Hayes that clinched the Athenicn
League Championship.

Ironically, of all the major titles the ‘Stones have won over the years, only that 1952 triumph — and one
other — was actually won at Lower Mead. The 1956 Amateur Cup and the ‘85 Challenge Trophy were,
of course, eollected at Wembley. The 1974 Southem Division (Div. One South) championship was
clinched at Gravesend; the second half of that fabulous 1985 double, the Gola League, was scin-
tillatingly secured at Kettering's Rockingham Road ground.

So what was that other triumph? It was thet balmy April night in 1982 when Hastings United, our only
obstacle to rebirth in the Allignce Premier League, were beaten 2-0 at Lower Mead to give Wealdstone
the Southem League Section championship. In recent imes only the second leg of the ‘85 Trophy semi-
final {when we overcame arch tivals Enfield an aggregate) could compare to the sheer exhilaration of
winning a league title on your own ground. I don't know how the players felt. We felt absolutely
bloody wonderful,

THE MAKING OF LOWER MEAD

I had the same warm glow a year or so ago when a copy of the club’s Golden Jubilee Handbook (1900 -
1950) fell into my hands. Wheat a wonderful chronicle of those early years. It is truly humbling to read —
especially now, as Wealdstone's heritage is exchanged for, hopetully, a sparkling future o Vicarage
Road — ahout the hard work, hopes and fears of those who went before.

The clipped, post war tones of the handbook bring that era io life. This was the purchase of Lower
Mead: “The first season following the Fizst World War scw the team perform in the Middlesex and
London Leagues at g ground in Belmont Road. Tt was available again for the 1920-2) season, but
another ground was then acquired at the rear of o veterinary hospital in Station Road, described as ‘a
most central position which should result in larger gates’. But fixtures continued to be played at
Belmont Road until the new ground was ready. The purchase price of the new ground, to be known as

living near the gro
Bradberry was the moving spirit of the club in thoge days unti] Jabez Bames, a YMCA men and a strict
Sabbatarian, took  keen interest in the club. "He gave the team acid drops and a cheery word at hali-
time. On his initia live, and with his help, we bought the field of which Lower Meadis a par, Most of the
purchase money remained on o 20-year mortgage and £300 was advanced on War Loan for the
balance. Ultimately i took this over, as Mr Bames, would not permit any work of any kind on the ground
on Sundays.”

"We erected a temporary building at the east end of the ground (now the Cinema End) for dressing
accommodcation, and a local builder put up a wooden building on the Nerth side which looked like an
elongated cowshed. We paid him out of gate takings throughout the season.”

The large field that the club had bought actually extended northwerds towards the high trees flank-
ing Nibthwoite Road and was bordered {on what is now the Hindes Road Side) by Greenhill Farm and
its orchard. “A very pleasant rural prospect” as the handbook described it. But unfortunately the large
northern slice of the club's ground, on which the Lower Mead flats now stand, was sold off in the
early 1940s.

(continued)

—_—




(Blue Remembered Slopes - continued)

Even in those days the club had debts apart from its morlgage and the offer they received was
enough to pay both the mortgage and those debts. It also covered the cost of levelling the ground (Bit in
depth was transferred from one end to the other) emd transformed Lower Mead into one of the best
amateur grounds in London. Butwas it perhaps a little shortsighted to sell land described by Mr Brady
as “absclutely useless to the club and anyone else as it stood.” It's @ moot point.

LOWER MEAD MEMORIES

The club finished its amateur days with ¢ fine stadium, perhaps lacking only the dominant grandstand
that would have put it on a par with elubs such as Dulwich Hamlet, Walthamstow Avenue and Tooting.
The present stand was bought from Summerstown FC in 1928 (cost £200, including transpertation)
whe the South London club feriled to get the lease renewed on their own ground and folded. In fact, not
only did we get Summertown's grandstand, we also tock their coveted place in the Athenian Leaque
after many years of unsuccessful applications!

The Elmslie Stand with its wooden terracing was erected to the memory of Mr C V Elmslie, the Club
Secretary, who died in June 1935. Whatever the 'Elmslie’s tradition, its raised outlook over Lower Mead
has always made it @ more popular end than the opposite Cinema End terracing which was finally
covered after the 1966 Amateur Cup adventure.

Standing (comparatively) high above the pitch at the back of the Elmslie among the mugs of tea and
woodbines on awet winter's night, unable to see the goal for the fans wedged tight against the railings .

. those are some of my sharpest memories.

Flashing drives from Lindsay, Searle and Bermie Bremer; lashing headers from Dave Swain. A
swinging volley on 'Stones’ professional debut in 1971 by the veteran Cliff Jones; a fabulous revival
against cup giont killers Leatherhead in 75 when the incomparable George Duck and Bobby Moss
brought us back from 0-2 down. I'd never heard such noise.

Then, of course, there was the history making 1977-78 FA Cup run when we played host to a League
Club at Lower Mead for the first time. We held Third Division Hereford to a goalless draw and then
shocked the tabloids with a 3-2 win in the replay. That brought 4th Division Reading to Lower Mead
and the official 4,500 crowd (to my mind nearer 7,000) saw a Keith Furphy goal straight from a comer,
and @ Znd half Duck penalty (taken a heart-stopping three times) gave 'Stones a sensational 2-1
verdict.

And opf course, there have been some great goals. Alan Cordice’s athleticism against Searborough
one Sunday morning in ‘85 (Jubez Bames would never have agreed to that one) that set us up for the
Gola title; Duck's trio and a 25-yarder from Willie Watson against Telford in ‘76; Eddie presland's
venomous freekicks against Barnet in '73; Danny Bailey against Alvechurch a couple of years ago; you
could go on and on. Yes, we've had our money's worth from Lower Mead. Not bad entertainment for
£1,650 over 69 years.

In my youth I spent long summers working on the ground along with others, repainting, resufacing
and weeding. I love this place but we've become blind o its imperfections over the yecrs.

Incredulous, I've heard visiting supporters criticising Lower Mead as being: “a slopey pitch poked
in behind a Cinema” and last year the News of the World, in a feature on our former player Stucrt
Pearce, described the ground as a “corrugaled iron arena”. I was homified. Then I looked at Lower
Mead, for once, with a critical eve and saw that it was true.

Perhaps this move will be our salvation for you can't stand still in football. This club has raally been
marvellously progressive over the years, embracing pro football when all around were umming and
aohing and then leaping headlong inte the Alliance Premier League when to be honest we had no right
to be there. The one time Wealdstone iried to tread water was after the 1985 ‘double’ year .. . and that
was when the financial troubles started that have led to today's sad, sad final game at Lower
Mead.

So let's meke the best of it. Like a house, « football ground is only earth and morter; it's the people
inside who make it a home. Vicarage Road can spawn some great Wealdstone memories for the future,
when folk will look back and say: Yes, I remember Lower Mead. But you cem still get Wrigley's
Spearmint Gum at Vicarage Road and the programme smells the same.

by TIM PARKS




MEMORIES ARE MADE OF THIS! by Toby Jackson

Each of us will take his own memories with him when finally saying farewell to Lower Mead. Some
happy, some sad, yet all intertwined creating an atmosphere that only time and history can instl into
what is a second home to many of us.

I moved 1o the Hamow area in the cutumn of 1965 and did the rounds of the local Non-League
grounds to find a club to which I felt I could become attached and offer my allegiance. Amiving on the
scene at the time of the formation of a side capable of winning the F.A. Amateur Cup some seven
months later was fortuitous, but one particular match was responsible for 26 years of support to date.

Saturday, October 2nd 1965 saw the 3rd Qualifying Round of the F.A. Cup come to Lower Mead.
The opposition were the Southern League semi-professionals Stevenage Borough, a formidable task
for Isthmicn League amateurs, Wealdstone. Boro included in their line-up one Johnny Brooks, the
former Spurs and England forward.

The match burst immediately into life with three goals in the opening seven minutes. The Stones star-
ted nervously with three back-passes to substitute keeper Smith, deputising for the unfit Goymer.
Bobby Childs was also missing from « depleted Stones line-up. Alter only two minutes Sheriff
charged down an attempted clearance and fired the visitors ahead with a low shot Almost
immediately the popular Eddie Dilsworth's clever overhead kick was powered home byJim Cooley for
an equaliser. In the 7th minute Stevenage went chead agoin when Cashmore burst through
unchallenged to supply Walker at the far post with a simple header. Yet after 21 minutes, the Stones
were level again with Dilsworth forcing home the ball from close range.

Despite a good spell of home pressure, the visitors were next to score when a 30 yard shot from
England flew past Smith. As half-time approached enother turning point occurred following a bad foul
on Stone's winger Briem Allen. Charlie Townsend's lob inte the penalty crea caused some confusion
and referee Adey ruled that a forward had been fouled. It looked harsh and the protests were equally
vehement. Hugh Lindsay cared not end lashed the spot-kick past Peacock for 3-3. The protests
heightened and Brooks was dismissed for abusive language. The referee’s patience seemed to have
reached its limits. The Harrow Observer described the Stevenage tackling as “nothing shert of brutal”
and the Stones’ wingers, Allen and Bremer were prime targets, the latter re-appearing after the interval
with a heavily-bandaged leg.

Stevenage’s wrath had not abated during the interval and the bandaged leg of Bremer was
immediately targetted as he was scythed down for another Boro booking at the start of the second half.
Despite the extra men, the Stones seemed unable to capitalise and when Mickey Doyle, our normally
impeccable full-back, brought down England just inside the box, Cashmore put the visitors 4-3 up fom
the spot. Worse was to follow in the 63rd minute with Walker extending Boro's lead further.

One quality Wealdstone were not short of in those days was guts. Amateurs with a love cf the game
and ¢« pride in their performance. Our England Amatewr Intemationals Townsend and Lindsay
feverishly toiled to create openings refusing to accept defeat. The clock ticked away and seven
minutes remained. Faint hope came in the form of @ combined Cooley and Dilsworth effort that led to a
turther foul in the box and Hugh Lindsay penalty, the third spot-kick of the game, reducing the deficitto
4-5. With 90 minutes looming, the Lower Mead faithful were rewarded with Lindsay hooking home an
excellent equaliser, despite Cashmore's effort at goal-line clearamee, to secure his hat-trick. Sections
of the 2,539 crowd erupted believing the game then to be over and spilling onto the pitch in jubilation at
saving the game.

In the last minute with the pitch cleared and the game restarted, a final free-kick was awerded to
Wedaldstone some 35 yards from goal. Hugh Lindsay positioned the ball and stepped back afew paces.
A short run-up and the ball was propelled with such velocity that Peacock barely had time to raise his
arms before the roof of the net stopped the ball's flight. Gazze: himself could not have hit that ball better
to clinch a 6-5 victory. The final whistle came almost immediately to prompt a further joyous pitch inva-
sion incliding yours truly leaping around as eagerly as my 11-year cld legs and duffle-coat would allow.
I was hooked on Wealdstone and on Lower Mead.

In the Harrow Observer as the next round approached, an enlightened journalist commented: “There
is one frump cerd the club believes may be up its sleeve — the rebom enthusiasm of o strongly vocdl
body of supporters. After the remarkable rally that swept Stevenage out of their way, the players were
loud in their praises of the help received from the terraces.” Let's strive some 26 years later at Vicarage
Roead to kindle such “reborn enthusiasm” again and put our faith in Bricn Hall's ability to build a side
warthy not only of its new setting but of a place in our hearte alongside those herces of Istamain days.







{Sidelines continued)

Of course in spite of the undeniable truth of that last ‘tongue in cheek' remazk the fact of the medteris that
this is it! The dey has finally dawned when Wealdstone Feotball Club has to pack up and move on. Many
people have expressed fears that the move to Vicarage Road will not dous any goed and no doubt a few
will niot follow us in Watford, either because they can't be bothered or, as in the case of some younger or
older supporters, simply can't make the jouney. However, we do have recent history on our side and there
e three excellent examples of clubs leaving their old headquarters to become successful
elsewhere.

Bearing in mind where 1 live at the moment, the chib I'm probably most qualified to talk about in this
respect is Bristol Rovers. The Gas' as they are affectionately known were forced out of their old Eastville
home in the mid-eighties when a combination of finmcial difficulties and a bumt down stemd meant they
accepted a golden handshake from the local cuthority and set up home at Twerton Park, Bedh. Since then,
on a very tight budget which means that Rover's players possibly eam less than any others in their divi-
gion, the club has gone from srength o strength. The appointment of Genry Francis as manager proved to
be the catalyst for success, but what has really held the club together over the past few years has been the
wery the Rovers supporters have stuck by their team. Bath is about 12 miles from ‘The Gashead's’ native
teritory, yet they still travel to Twerton in geod numbers and most | have spoken to seem to enjoy itas ¢
dey out and therin may lie the appedal for us.

Lest secson Rovers won the third division from deadly rivals Bristol City and took 35,000 to Wembley
for an unsuccesshul tilt ot the Leyland Daf Trophy. The club's eventual aim is fo return to Bristol and anew
stadium, but the local council is not doing much to assist (sounds fumiliar!). Noises are now being made
thatt they might remain at Bath for the foreseeable future, possibly in a new stadium on the outslirts ot the
City. The supporters however will stick with the club.

Two other relative success stories on the pitch have been Charlton Athletic and Medidstone. Although
neither club is currently setting the world alight, both achieved playing success immediately after leaving
The Valley and Lendon Road respectively. Charlton were promoted o the first division ot Selhurst Pexk
md Maidstone have consolidated their Jourth division place, reaching the playoffs recently. The problem
with both these clubs is that unlike Bristol Rovers their supporters have faced more inconvenient joumneys
and in lots of cases have simply refused to go. That is a problem that Wealdstone supporters should not
find imsurmouniable.

From the centre of Harow to Vicarage Road is just a Litile over 5 miles so travelling by caris going to be
pretty quick. For those without « car, the train from Hoamow and Wealdstone to Watlord High Street takes
just 13 minutes, the tube from Herrow-cn-the-Hill takes about 20 minutes and there are also the nice new
258 buses which will drop you off up near the High Street.

S0 what do you think we canlock forward to when we get there? Well, it's a big ground, not enormous by
Football League stamderds, but it will be big for us and will take some filling. One of our big frustrations
over the last three seasons is the fact that we haven't had a competitive team, a team that com remain in
the iop three or four all the way. We have, in Bricm Hall, one of the top managers in non league {ootball. He
nows exaetly what is required to regain our coveted Conference place and with his fomously judicious
use of money available will no doubt bring in the right players for the job. You can rest assured that his
commitment to that end will be total during the summer.

How will we fill the ground? That to me is the big question emd in cnswer, I cem only say thet if
Wedldstone Football Club has real aspirations for the future then we have to gear ourselves pro-
fessionally straight away. In the past, Watford have led the way in terms of altracting people to wetch
them. They have always marketed themselves very wall and more importantly in the comrect way. They
have produced leaflets and magazines for home delivery, giving details of fixtures, attractions, family
arrangements, ticket deals and the benefits of merely supporting Watford. On top of this, they organise
open days, take their players around schools and youth clubs emd generally do everything they can to
ensure they maintain a high community profile.

Of cowrse, some will say we are outsiders and can't possibly compete from a non-league base. Wel],
my emswer to that would be that we are ot competing with Watford. They won't be playing at home when
we care, will they? So we have our chance to build our own niche and our own identity. Why not try a Sun-
day afternoon or two? Why not a Friday night? A good Commercial manager is surely o must, somebody
who is skilled at seeing the main chance cnd exploiting it. I feel that we have to average crowds of 1000
plas from day one, 400 inside Vicezage Road just doesn't bear thinking about. From that base we can
Luild and become challengers for a place in the Football League.




THE MODERN DAY - The popular Steve Brown seen in acton v, Atherstone.




WEALDSTONE FC

Please help to fill the vacant spaces below by donating cn item o

{ kit to the player of your choice.

£30 £20 £20 £18
PLAYER BOOTS TRACKSUIT |TRAINING KIT |
PETER BARTLETT RAWAL l 1 OGGETT
BARRY BLACKMAN l ‘}3;;%.2 BARRY BENVENISTL

STEVE BROWNE

-
NEIL CORDICE

TONY & JOAN

KIT DONORS 1990-91
See Toby Jackson in the Club Shop today.

£6

CHRISTINE
FLETCHER

THE 3 AWAY
DAY DRUNKS

OSCAR, PHIL
& SIMON

MEGAM CLARK

VERMASCA
TASK FORCE

BERT OWEN

AN FERGUSSON |

DAVID GIFP
PAUL GOYETTE
MARK HARRISON

PAUL MORRIS

e . s

COLIN ROBINSON

STEVE SMART
STEVE TAPLEY
IIM WATSON

TERRY WARREN

LEO DONNELLAN

TOBY JACKSON

DAYA LTD

RAY KEMP
b

"~ NORTHOLT * .
SPORTS

COLIN

MATTEDC &
MONICA

PHIL & JACKIE
JEFFRESON

TONY PETER &
STEVE DREW

TRICIA &
BARBARA

THE HIGH MEAD TERRACE TEN

NICK & KAREN

DUGARD SUE & ANTTA

SUDHIR
RAWAL

MATTEOC &
MONICA

DAVID GEERE

POLLY PEGG l STARNS LTD

SPC WEALDSTONE

HOGGS OF FIFE - SUPPLIERS OF
FOOTWEAR & CLOTHING

STEVE BREWER

e

JAN JACKSON

DANIEL
DUGARD

JAMES & EMMA
SMITH

CHLOE IACKSON

PAUL COTTER
FAN CLUB

STEVE MARSHALL




George Duck closes the final Lower Mead programme, with iim in action aganst Udinese. 1n the Anglo-

Italian Tournament on 25th March 1576
Our loyal support is emphasised by faces in the crowd. most of whom are stll with us today, and no doukt will be with us al Vicarage Road




