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FOOTBALL CLUB LTD.

LOWER MEAD STADIUM, STATION ROAD, HARROW MIDDX. HA1 2TU
Tel: 01-427 4064 (Club Office) Answerphone after office hours
FOUNDED 1899
Directors:

A.J. CLIFTON, M.B.L.M. (Chairman) PB. BRAXTON (Vice-Chairman & Football Secratary)
FV. JACKSON, A.C.I.B. (Company Secretary) N.E. DU GARD, M.Inst.M J.E. FLETCHER
F.B. BRADBURY PW. KEELER A.C.I.B. E.E. CLIFTON

Team Manager: TONY JENNNINGS Coach:NORMAN MILNE Physiotherapist: TERRY WARREN
Medical Officer: DR. MARTIN ADLER Press Relations Officer: STEVE MARSHALL
Office Secretariat: JANICE CLADD Club Statistician: ROY COUCH
Programme Editor: STEVE MARSHALL

EDITORS NOTES

Tonight, it is indeed a real pleasure to welcome you all to Lower Mead for
a very special night. We honour one of the most respected and popular players
in the non league world for the last decade - Alan Cordice. Alan has been a part
of Wealdstone Football Club since 1980, and how I wish we could turn the clock
back and re-live everything Alan has accomplished. The only dissenters would
be the hundreds of defenders he has constantly left in his wake! Some defenders
have stopped him, but not many! When they do, it's often outside the laws of the
game. Alan has won 9 caps for the non league England team, and his debut was
against Italy in 1983 at Scarborough. England won 2-0, and Alan scored. Ironically,
this was Englands first match after our present Manager Tony Jennings had retired
from the International scene. I wonder how the Italians coped with Alan’s
scintillating pace?
We welcome the Famous Yeovil Town to Wealdstone, and thank them for
providing such excellent opposition to complete Alan’s night. The Conference
is ideal for a ¢lub like Yeovil and they are so well supported. There may be one
or two faces in their line up you may recognise..... It's great to see the
incomparable Brian Hall again. I know Brian will enjoy tonight as much as anyone
else, and he will be the first to acknowledge that Alan Cordice deserves tonight.
I believe tonight will also see the first confrontation between Alan and brother
Neill The Wealdstone line up will feature some of our former players, and it will
be a real treat to see them all again.
Our grateful thanks of course to our three officials tonight. Take note that they
are donating their services for Alan as well. Thanks gentlemen! And thanks to
you all for being here tonight.
Alan - Enjoy YOUR NIGHT!

Steve Mazrshall




Alan seen at home on Christmas Day with his daughters, Kirsty (left) and Louise. Just like Dad, they
never stop smiling!

No Smoking in the Main Stand
You will see around the main stand NO SMOKING SIGNS. We request
that you observe this regulation which is in accordance with an order

from the local authorities acting under the SAFETY OF SPORTS
GROUNDS ACT.

Your co-operation is appreciated.
REMEMBER — NO SMOKING IN THE MAIN STAND.
Thank You

BEAZER HOMES LEAGUE CLUBCALL
PHONE: 0898 12 11 51

GM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE
OFFICIAL INFORMATION LINE FOR RESULTS AND NEWS.
PHONE: 0898 800 619

All calls charged at 38p per minute (peak hours) and 25p per minute (off peak hours) including VAT




ALAN CORDICE - A TRIBUTE

I believe it was Manager Ken Payne who introduced Alan Cordice to Wealdstone Football
Club. Certainly I can well remember Alan’s first appearances when expectations of his
ability were already high due to the success at Lower Mead of his brother Neil.

Alan’s blistering pace was immediately noticeable. But we had seen other players who had
shown pace, only to then fail where it mattered - in front of goal. What lay ahead for Alan
and for us...? Little did we realise, or even faintly hope, in those early games, what lay ahead
for us in terms of pure entertainment and excitement! There is no doubt to me, as was the
case with the great George Duck, that at Wealdstone we were privileged in that we not
only had a very special player on our books but that we had a player we saw perform at
his peak and actually WIN things for the Club and himself. No way was Alan Cordice, as
with others, playing for us in the twilight of a career established and preserved at “another”
club, Alan has given Wealdstone FC the best years of his playing career and we, as
spectators, have been lucky enough to have enjoyed those years. And, of course, the story
is not yet finished because, as in a *“fairy tale’’ the great man returned to us last year and
he has shown us that he has lost none of his appetite for the game, nor little of that awesome
pace!

Alan, of course, has achieved many things at Wealdstone. Not least a fine spell as an England
Non-League International player. Alan was instrumental in winning us promotien back to
the Alliance Premier League under Alan Batsford - what a great season that was! There
is no doubt that the playing system initiated by Batsford and built upon by Brian Hall suited
Alan perfectly - the “long ball” played into space designed for Alan’s pace and poise on
the ball.

One of the great things I always admired (and still do) about Alan was his temperament.
He was constantly “chopped, “hacked’ and “scythed” but usually he got the better of
his agricultural-like opponent defenders, usually in the area, and usually resulting in a
converted penalty!!

Yes it was Alan, let's not forget, who won us the Southern League championship Shield
versus Nuneaton. His was the final penalty that won us the “shoot out”” and the coveted
Shield! Happy days! The number of truly memorable goals are too many to mention. As
you've probably gathered by now, I could go on and on! Suffice it to say that Alan will go
down as one of the all time greats of this Club of ours. Absolutely deservedly so.

And if you're reading this article Alan, remember we still need you mate, don’t end the
story yet ..... Here’s to Alan Cordice, a Wealdstone great!

PS. My greetings to Brian Hall and his Yeovil team tonight. It should be a great reunion
- Wealdstone past-v-Wealdstone present (well almost!).

Nick DuGard
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ALAN’S RECORD WITH WEALDSTONE

Alan joined Wealdstone from Norwich City during the summer of 1980 and has played
in more than 300 games scoring over 100 goals. A summary of his time at Lower Mead season
by season follows:

1980/81: Alan made his debut on Saturday 2nd August 1980 in a Middlesex Charity Cup
tie against Edgware Town here at Lower Mead. The match ended 1-1 with Fred Barwick
scoring our goal. Alan’s other team mates that day were Ian Cranstone, Paul Brannigan,
Tom Murphy, Paul Bowgett, Robin Wainwright, John Watson, Paul Robinson, Nigel Johnson
and Clevere Ford. A fortnight later Alan made his league debut scoring our third goal as
we beat Telford United 4-0. We had to wait another six months before Alan scored his second
goal in this 33rd major game for the club. Altogether he played 47 of the 49 league and
cup matches we took part in and scored six goals plus another two in a friendly against
Wycombe Wanderers.

1981/82: Having been relegated at the end of the previous season we won everything the
Southern League had to offer. Alan played a major part in our success making 58
appearances during the season and finishing up as our leading goalscorer with 38 goals,
26 of them in the league. During the early part of the season we hit 26 goals in just six
successive League and F.A. Cup matches, Alan’s share being 12 including a hat-trick against
Dunstable. In March he scored four times in a 6-0 win against Folkestone.

1982/83: A successful return to the Alliance Premier League saw Wealdstone finish in third
position. Alan made 49 appearances in league and cup and scored 20 goals. Although
Mark Graves finished ahead of Alan in the goalscorers chart many of his goals were made
by Alan Cordice.

1983/84: Another good season for Wealdstone, fourth position being achieved in the Alliance
Premier League. Alan made exactly 80 appearances in various league and cup matches
and scored 1l goals.

1984/85: Our “double” season, the League Championship and F.A. Trophy. Alan again played
a major part with 53 appearances and 17 goals. Two of these goals were vital as we beat
Scarborough (1-0) and Runcorn (1-0) here at Lower Mead on Saturday and Sunday 30th &
31st March 1985 respectively. Alan hit all three goals in our 3-3 draw with Worcester City
and completed a wonderful season by being voted “‘Player of the Season’ by members
of the Supporters Club.

1985/86: The season turned sour for Alan on Wednesday 30th October 1985 in a Capital
League match against Gillingham. Crashing into the wall in front of the Elmslie Stand he
received a nasty injury which put him out of the game for over four months. He returned
to make just four more appearances late in the season. Altogether he played in 21 matches
and scored 3 goals. At the end of the season Alan decided to retire from the game, his
record since joining Wealdstone in 1980 consisting of 281 appearances and 97 goals?

1987/88: There was great news for all Wealdstone supporters when it was revealed that
Alan Cordice had been persuaded to come out of retirement and play once again. His
first match back was on Saturday 19th December 1987 in an FA. Trophy tie ai Banbury United
which ended 2-2. The following Saturday we recorded our first away win of the season
2-1 at Dagenham, Alan scoring one of our goals. In our final GM. Vauxhall Conference
match of the season Alan scored his 100th goal for the club as we went down 3-1 at home
to Maidstone United. During the season he made 15 appearances and scored three times.

1988/89: To date this season Alan has played in 38 matches and scored nine goals. He made
his 300th appearance in our Capital League Fixture at Aylesbury United on Wednesday
3lst August. Four days earlier Alan had come on as substitute in our match at Bedworth
and scored our first goal in a 2-1 win. Until recently this was our only away win in the league
this season. Unfortunately another serious injury, this time at Merthyr Tydfil, has put Alan
out of action for the last couple of months.




We hope it wont be too long before he returns to the action and adds to his record of 334
appearances and 109 goals for the *Stones. Since we turned professional in 1971 only five
players (Robin Wainwright 427, Paul Bowgett 422, George Duck 370, Dennis Byatt 345 and
John Watson 341) have appeared more times and only George Duck (251) and Mark Graves
(138) have scored more goals.

Alan’s 334 appearances have been made in the following competitions:-

Alliance Premier/Gola/GMVC

leagues 180
Southern/Beazer Homes leagues 58
FEA. Cup 27
FA. Trophy 21
Capital Football League 10
Bob Lord Trophy/Clubcall Cup 6
Middlesex Senior Cup 13
Middlesex Charity Cup 6
Southern League Play-Off 2
Southern League Cup/Westgate

Cup 12
Southern League Challenge Match 1
Gola Challenge Shield 1

ROY COUCH

WEALDSTONE FOOTBALL CLUB 1988-1989
Standing (I-R) Everald La Ronde, Norman Milne (Coach), Tony Lynch, Paul Wilkins, Mark
Harrison, Kevin Foster, Darren Williams, Samson Olaleye, Solomon Eriemo, Paul Morris,
Arnie Reed (Physio), Tony Jennings (Manager), Dennis Byatt
Sitting (I-R) Kirk Corbin, Danny Bailey, Mark Lawrence (Now left), Chris Wright, Corey Browne, Terry
Rowe (Now left), ALAN CORDICE.

Alan and Dennis Byatt are the only players that remain at Wealdstone from the squad shown opposite.




Wealdstone Football Club
1984-1985

Back Row:
Les Reed (Coach), Brian Hall (Manager), Arnie Reed (Physio), Peter Braxton (Secretary)

Middle Row:

Robin Wainwright, Steve Perkins; Nigel Johnson, Bib lles, Paul Cotter, Roy Davies, Steve McCargo, An-
dy Graham .

Front Row: i

Brian Greenaway, Vince Jones, Neil Cordice, Dennis Byatt, Paul Bowgett, ALAN C: ORDICE, Mark Graves,
Gary Donellan

CLUBCALL

= PHONE NOW =

0898 12 11 51

& 24 hours EVERY day. & Updated daily.
& News from all around the League.
& Interviews, features and results.
& The official Beazer Homes League information service.

For details of all Supercall Sport services send S.AE. to Dept. BH,
PO Box 111, Bracknell, Berks. RG12 1LE. (Allow 28 days for delivery.)

Calls charged at 38p/min peak, 25p/min off peak inc. VAT @ %"'ﬁ




PROFILE ON ALAN CORDICE

Full Name: Alan Randolph Cordice

Birthplace: West Indies

Previous clubs: Chesham, Marlow, Maidenhead, Norwich
Married/Children: Yes, to Susie, Kids - Louise and Kirsty
Occupation: Self Employed Glazier

Favourite player (and why): Pele, he’s just ‘‘One in a Million’’.
There’s no other player to come close to him

Favourite other side: Manchester United

Most memorable match (and why:) F.A. Trophy Final against
Boston. The thrill of playing at Wembley

Favourite Away Ground Scarborough, Wembley, not Vale
Farm!

Biggest influence on career: Alan Batsford & Father
Other Hobbies/Interests: Walking, Bird watching
(non-feather variety)

Other sports: Cricket, Tennis

Soccer Ambitions: None left now apart from helping
Wealdstone to gain promotion to GMVC

Football Honours: 9 England semi-pro caps; F.A. Honours;
Middlesex F.A. Honours

Favourite Film: Beverley Hills Cop

Musical Tastes: Soul

Favourite Countries: Italy and France

Favourite Food: Chicken and Sirloin Steak

What would you do to make football more attractive to the
man in the street; Pay them to go to the games!

Would you change any of the laws of the game: Abolish the
offside law to enable more goals to be scored







INTRODUCING THE WEALDSTONE XI

In adition to our present squad of players, we welcome tonight some players of the past.....

Paul Bowgett:

Robin Wainwright:

Mark Graves:

John Watson:

Roy Davies:

Originally with Tottenham Hotspur he moved to Wimbledon and
played 41 times for them. Joined Wealdstone in August 1980 and was
Captain of “double” winning side. Left Wealdstone at end of last season
to take up post of Player/Manager of Baldock Towr. Made 422
appearances for Wealdstone scoring 65 goals, and was voted “Player
of the Year” in 1981/82.

Joined Wealdstone from Hillingdon Borough in the summer of 1979.
Cained league experience with Luton Town, Cambridge United,
Millwall and Northampton. Was our 1985/86 “Player of the Year’’ and
made 427 appearances for Wealdstone scoring 43 goals. Now with
Paul Bowgett at Baldock.

Superb goalscorer scoring 138 goals in 252 appearances for
Wealdstone, Signed from Plymouth Argyle at start of 1982/83 season
having made 33 Football League appearances for the Devon Club.
Voted “‘Player of the Year” in 1982/83 he was leading goalscorer in
each of his five seasons at Wealdstone. Now with Hayes.

Joined Wealdstone in 1973 after experience with West Ham, Charlton
& Durban City. Made 341 appearances for us, Scoring 12 goals and
was “Player of the Year” in 1976/77. Transferred to Scarborough in
November 1980 for what was then a record transfer fee between two
non-league clubs of £12,000.

Made over 100 appearances for Reading, Torquay & Wimbledon
before joining Wealdstone from Hayes in January 1982. Had an
outstanding game for us in F.A. Trophy Final against Boston at Werbley
Stagiium in 1985. Appeared 142 times for Wealdstone and scored 10
goals. .

Two of Wealdstone’s most successful skippers will be here tonight. A warm welcome back te John
Watson (left) and Paul Bowgett (right).




INTRODUCING YEOVIL TOWN

Peter Conning: Yeovil splashed out a club record fee of £13,000 on 3rd March to secure
this highly rated midfielder from Weymouth.

Denny Mundee: On loan from AFC Bournemouth. Previously with QPR, as an
apprentice and Swindon Town.

Guy Whitingham: Signed from Waterlooville last November. Free-scoring striker.
Micky Spencer: Striker signed from Wokingham Town in January.

Len Bond: This experienced and bopular 'keeper was snapped up from Bath City
during the close season. Born locally, he has also seen service with Weymouth and
Exeter City, where he now lives,

Neil Cordice: One of a number of ex-Wealdstone ‘double’ players on the books. Only
just made it though .... coming on in the 89th minute at Wembley in the Trophy Final,
Previously with Wycombe Wanderers, Northampton Town and Flackwell Heath.
Mick Doherty: Yeovil splashed out a club record fee of £11,000 to bring this free-

Opel League Championship and AC Delco Cup. Previous clubs include Maidstone
Weymouth, Basingstoke and Reading.

Gary Donnellan: Was with Watford and Chelsea before moving to Reading, where
he scored five goals in 44 appearances. Another Wealdstone ‘double’ player, he joined
Yeovil the season before last making his debut on 28th February 1987.

Phil Ferns: Signed from Aldershot in June 1986, he previously played' for AFC
Bournemouth, Charlton Athl i

Bob Iles: This experienced "keeper joined the club last season, making his debut
on 9th September 1987. He Played for Poole Town, AFC Bournemouth and Weymouth
before being transferred to Chelsea, where he made 14 first team appearances.
Another Wealdstone ‘double’ member.

Tiv Lowe: Close season signing from Saltash Utd., this left-sided player is a regular
with both the Royal N avy and Combined Services teams, Previously with Dorchester
Town and Wimbourne.,

Gerry Pearson: Gained Football League experience with Sheffield Utd., before moving
into non-league football with Barnstaple Town, Bideford, Weymouth and Maidstone
Utd. Joined Yeovil Town from the Kent side as a striker in September 1985 but is now
equally at home in midfield.

Jimmy Quinn: Midfielder signed from Bognor Regis in December 1987. Strong,
combative player, he was previously with Maidstone Utd.

Paul Randall: Scored 63 goals in 177 games for Bristol Rovers before his transfer to
Stoke City for £200,000. Moved back to Eastville, scoring another 33 goals in his second
spell. Joined Yeovil in March 1986 and has topped the scoring charts in the last two
seasons.

Steve Rutter: Another commanding figure at the back, he was signed from Wealdstone
in February 1987. Previously with Rushden Town, Kettering Town and Wellingorough.
Jeff Sherwood: Transferred from Bath City for a fee of £5,000 during the summer of
1987. Joined Bath from Taunton Town after a short spell with Bristol Rovers where he
made 18 appearances.

Paul Thorpe: Made his debut for Yeovil Town on 24th September 1984. Previously
with Newport County, Bristol Rovers and Torquay Utd., this big central defender is
popular with the fans for his all-out effort.

Andy Wallace: Yet another former Wealdstone player, he joined the Club in March
1987. A midfielder, he has previously seen service with Metropolitan Police and
Kingstonian.

Steve Tapley: Steve joined Wealdstone from Fulham and proved to be a most capable
fullback. Since joining Yeovil he has suffered a serious achilles tendon injury but is
now happily restored to fitness.
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“Yeovil Town 1988-89

Back Row: Paul Hillard (Assistant Team Manager), Paul Rodgers (Coach), Bob lles, Len Bond, Steve Ritchie (Reserve Team Manager),
Peter Standley (Physio)

Centre Row: Steve Tapley,
Front Row: Mick Dohert

Jimmy Quinn, Paul Thorpe, Andy Wallace, Tony Ricketts,
, Dave Linney, Gary Donnellan, Brian Hall {(Manager)

Paul Randall, Martyn Grimshaw
Tiv Lowe, Gerry Pearson, Jeff Sherwood




ALAN CORDICE : A TERRACE FAVOURITE
By Sudhir Rawal

The emotional and rapturous reception Alan Cordice received at Banbury from the travelling
300 Wealdstone fans for the FA Trophy match in December 1987 showed how much affection
they have for him. Alan has always been a player close to the heart of the Elmslie End.

His speed, agility and ability to recover from having the proverbial .... kicked out of him
endeared him to the crowd. There is nothing the fan on the terraces loves more than a
player who tries, and Alan always gave his utmost. I remember Brian Hall once saying that
Wealdstone’s tactics were simple, Dennis Byatt was to boot the ball towards the cormer,
while Alan ran after the ball. Once he had got it, he had to wait until the rest of the team
had caught him and then pass it. It seemed silly for a team to rely on, to revolve around
one player, but it was true.

His greatest season coincided with Wealdstone winning the double. Alan was honoured
with the greatest accolade when he was awarded the non-League player of the year in
1985; can a player have deserved it more? His best game, in my opinion, was the F& Trophy
Fourth Round match against Frickley Athletic. Not only did he set up Andy Craham’s 16
second opening goal, but he scored two others. He was sheer class that day and the Frickley
Manager, Sean Marshall, stated simply that Alan was the differene between the sides, as
he was on so many occasions.

Alan’s failing, if any, was his inability to score - though a near ons goal every three matches
isn’t bad for one who creates rather than one who finishes. Who can forget the 1981 matech
versus Aylesbury United, when Alan beat six Aylesbury defenders only to fire overa gaping
open goal from two yards out?

A feature, ironically, of Alan’s career had been how few injuries he had sustained, especially
considering he was used for kicking practice week in, week out. When Alan retired it
was after sustaining an injury in a rather mundane Capital League match. He chased a long
despairing ball, as only Alan could, and clattered ifito the wall at the Elmslie End, now
known as the memorial wall by the Elmslie End. The injury seemed minor, but Alan
eventually retired. ’

When Alan returned eighteen months later, he had, of course, lost the Olympian pace,
but in its stead was a more intelligent player. He replaced the speed with the use of his
Vast experience and many considered him a better player. The injury time winning goal
at Bromley in the FA Trophy in January was a classic Cordice inspired goal. Having received
the bhall well inside our half, he raced away towards the Bromley goal. He reached the by-
line with no Stones players in sight. He waited, as usual for the others to catch him and
then crossed the ball for LaRonde to crash home and send the 400 visiting Stones fans into
a state of bedlam.

Alan, it has always appeared, has a great affection for the Club and, more importantly, the
supporters. He has taken them to heart, as they have him. Good luck Alan, and may we
see you in the famous blue shirt of Wealdstone again soon.

Club Shop Chat with Toby Jackson

Welcome to Lower Mead for this evening’s opportunity to pay homage to one of the Club's most
talented, respected and well-loved servants. For me the unique success of our Double-winning
side was attributed to two factors - the players’ ability to do what Brian Hall told them without
unnecessary embellishment, and the possession of the longest upfield clearances in the League
coupled to a forward who seemed able to reach them first no matter how much further away
he was than the opposing defender. This basic tactic would have had little chance of success
without the extraordinary skills of Alan Cordice who has thrilled the Lower Mead faithful in his
two spells here. We are proud to have had the pleasure of seeing Alan Cordice ina Wealdstone
shirt for so much of his distinguished career, a career that has seen him deservedly earn England
Non-League Caps and the Non-League Player of the Year award. Seeing Alan return to action
at Banbury after his long break from the game brought a tear to my eye and I hope that he will
sooln be back in a Stones attack that is currently sadly lacking his experience and still considerable
ability.
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__ BALL DONOR: Wealdstone Football Club is very pleased to donate
MRl ton:  Match Ball. We are very proud to have a person such as Alan
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