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tn Stone

Lets hear you roaring tonight

t's a warm Wealdstone welcome to national
ILe-ague leaders Notts County tonight - and
games it’'s the Magpies (now three points
clear of Wrexham) who will be hot favourites
to continue their promotion charge.

Notts saw off the other Stones, Maidstone, 3-0
last Friday night barely breaking sweat and with
the free scoring Macaulay Langstaff (16) and
Cedwyn Scott (7) adding to their NL goal tallies.
The pair netted 58 goals between them for
Gateshead |ast season as the Heed won the NL
MNorth and well have to show the sort of grit that
forced a 0-0 draw here at the Vale last season to
get anything from the game. 2020-21 saw a
headed debut goal from Mark Ellis win the poinis
1-0 for County ....so we'd like to see a few goals
this evening but in the Notts net please!

It was a frustrated Stuart Maynard and his side
who returned from Dorking Wanderers last
Saturday scratching their heads after the 3-1
defeat....I'm much the way Notts County did
when also losing on the plastic Meadowbank
pitch last month. With Nathan Ferguson again
unavailable after his desperate bereavement, and
Max Kretzschmar still struggling with his
hamstring we had a new look pairing in midfield
with new signings Giovanni McGregor (from
Crystal Palace (via Dulwich Hamlet) and Micah
Obiero (Boston United) taking the game to
Dorking.

Tarryn Allarakhia had two ‘goals’ chalked off for
marginal offsides but it was the fast-raiding

Wanderers who tock the lead with a Ryan Seager

strike that Sam Howes was unlucky not to save.
Home keeper Dan Lincoln was by far the

1- ROLFE EAST

Rolfe East are an established independent Property Agency with offices in
West London covering your sales and lettings needs.
Experienced teams also focus on Land, Development and Commercial
opportunities and can be contacted on

WWW.ROLFE-EAST.COM 0208 579 4080

2 - RICHARD FINCH

! busier man with two crucial saves from Jack
i Cook - and then riding his luck when our debutant
with the Stones having won just once in ten :

winger Sam Matthews (from Crawley Town)

: smashed a left-footed effort against the outside of
: the post from 20 yards.

Stuart alluded to the problems we have in

chasing the game when we fall behind, in his
i post-match interview, and it left us exposed to
: Dorking's counter attacks as we pressed after the

break.
A beautiful weaving run by Tarryn and an
accurate finish levelled the scores - but two late

i breaks cost us as substitute Ottoway rolled in a
: killer second, and Seager wrapped it up with a
i third in injury time.

The after-game interview with Dorking
managerfowner Marc White was also interesting
as it revealed the tactical battles throughout the

i game as we switched our shape and formation.

So it was an entertaining and fascinating game

! - but the facts are that, since the 1-0 win at
i Gateshead at the end of August we've won just
¢ one (at Aldershot) and drawn four of ten games...

including four defeats on the spin.
As fans, we've just got to get behind the team
with some mouthwatering home games coming

: up against former League sides Chesterfield,
i Wrexham, Scunthorpe and QOldham. This is a
i fantastic run of games for the Stones, mixed in

with the upcoming World Cup so look out for
anhouncements of special deals during this
period.

Support at Dorking was supetb, both in
numbers and noise so let's hear you roaring

tonight ... and at Dagenham on Saturday.

UTS!

- THE RAWDEN FAMILY

CHARITY PARTNER -

TEXT MDUK1 TO 70660 TO DONATE £5
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Vice Chairman Dominic Whyley Production Martin Read, 19681 /1982 Southern League Southern Division
Financial Director Tim Parks, Martin Lacey 1981 ." 1682 Sou_thern League Char_npionship
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Todd Johnson WICPIIBrATMEe gl A0r 2019/ 2020 National League Sauth

Engagement and Gommunity
Director Datren Linden

MATCH DAY OPERATION
Match Day Operations

NATIONAL CUPS

oo ki P i ¥ 1965 /1966 FA Amateur Cup
Associate Directors Manager Richard Hopwood i
Paul Rumens, Paul Fruin, Safety Officer Amar Zaman Hha-aees FArophy
Peter Worby, Quentin Fox, Boardroom & Hospitality LEAGUE CUPS
Keith Davies Carol Carter, Lori Gale-Rumens, 1981 /1082 Southern Leagus Gup

General Manager
Richard Hopwood

Sarah Woolley, Lynn Evans
COMMERCIAL! MARKETING

MIDDLESEX COUNTY CUPS

SECRETARIES IT Consultant Neil Rands 19581850 Senior Gup
Club Secretary Paul Fruin Commercial Richard Hopwood 1o | 1oce 222§§{8ﬂ§
(07790 038095) (07799 077816) 1967 /1968 Senior Cup
Company Secrelary FOOTBALL MANAGEMENT 1984 /1985 Senior Cup
Andrew Lane First Team Manager 2003 / 2004 Charity Cup
CLUB PERSONNEL Stuart Maynard 2010/ 2011 Gharity Gup

Life Vice-President Alan Couch
Treasurer Barry Benveniste
Head of Media

Chris Woods

Media Team Nicole Cho-Yee,
Adam Hills, Chloe Atkins, Will
Beaman, Will Bewsey. Brendan
Murphy

PA Announcer Michael Leckie
Club Historian Peter Worby
Media Manager Adam Williams
Events Officer James Klarfeld
Matchday Catering Dd's Diner
The Vale Bar & Banqueting
Sarah Gowdy

GROUND REGULATIONS

Assistant Manager

Matt Saunders

Goalkeeping Coach

Jason Scanell

Coach Cralg Saunders

Kit Manager Brett Aherne
Academy Manager

Camaeron Mawer

Academy Coach

Kenny Mutsanya, David Vine
Club Doctor Monil Karia
Sports Therapist Michael Owen
Strengthening & Canditioning
Rachel Hill

Performance Analysts

Yusef Ahmed, James West

NON TITLE-WINNING PROMOTIONS

1947 / 1996 Isthmian League Division 2 {3rd)

1988 / 1829 Isthmian League Division 1 {3rd,annulled)
2003 / 2004 Isthmian League Premier Division

The legal name of Wealdstone
Football Club is Wealdstone
Football Club (2000) Ltd
(Registered Number 03953962).
Shares in excess of 10% are
held by Peter Marsden Property
Finance Ltd & Wealdstone FC

Supporters Club

People are only allowed entry to The Vale on match days subject to the following rules and regulations:
1] The club reserves the right to eject from the ground any persen whe is cansidered to have committed any of the following acts:
« Entering the ground through any means other than through the tumstiles or entrances

«Entering the field of pl

before, during or after a game without prior authorisation

+Being drunk, or under the influence of alcohol or drugs « Using violence of any nature
« Carrying items which may be considered a danger to others, including cans, bottles, or glasses containing alcoholic beverages
«Throwing any article onto the field of play « Climbing floodlight pylons, fences, stands or any structure or building

«Using obscene or bad language likely to cause offence to others « Hitting the side or back panels of the Bulla stand

2) No spectator ball games,

3) The consumption of alcoholic drinks is permitted INSIDE the social club bar, garden and boardroom areas.
41 Vehicles parked on the Grosvenor Vale site are at the owners' risk.

5] Wealdstone Football Club supports the FA's campaign on pyrotechnics (e.g. flares and smoke bombs). Any misuse of such items
in and around the Ground will result in those responsible being asked to leave the ground and, in line with football authority
guidance, may result in a report to the Police, potential prosecution and a ban from the Club of up to three years. a) No
Smoking or Vaping inside the ground.

Wealdstone FC Board of Directors
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Max Rolfe Robert Barrett
Commercial Property Land, Development
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Max.Rolfe@rolfe-east.com robert@rolfe-east.com
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BY MARTIN LACEY £

Martin is in the seat

this week wondering ¢

about PKotey, but
relieved he'll have
somewhere to park
his private
jet in Qatar

es, it's me, your substitute
Y Elmslie Ender. In this | feel
a bit like the programme
equivalent of P. Kotey, someone
to whomn the editors will turn
only when they're really, really
desperate.

Who, did you say? Well
for those of you with short memories (or who are
not approaching pensionable age) P. Kotey is
something of a Wealdstone legend, though not
necessarily in a good way. His one appearance in
a Wealdstone shirt came at Altrincham on August
29 1987. The way the story is told he'd turned up
unannounced at training the previous Thursday and
asked for a trial, to which the response was, ‘Trial?
Have you got a pair of boots? If so, you're in. Now
we've nearly got enough players for a five-a-side
practice match.’

And no doubt he would have started on the
Saturday except some bright spark said to our
esteemed manager of the time, "Why don't you
phone D. Cross and P. Jackson, they've definitely
got boots, they play for the supporters’ team on
Sundays’. D. Cross is known to all of us as Don of

i

~%
(a

Sadly, no picure of the # °
famous Mr Kotey, but here

are Don Cross (cenire) and = =

' Phil Jackson that fateful
afternoon with pukka star
Robin Walnwright In the
background

although he was spotted at Notts
County last season (he lives up
that way apparently). P. Kotey will

i forever be just ‘P’ though, because | don’t think

¢ he was at Wealdstone long enough for anyone to

i ask his first name. {I don’t want to spoil a good

i story but his first name was actually Peier -Ed)

With the talents of Cross and Jackson on board

i P. Kotey was relegated to the bench. At some

i point in the game though, no doubt after our

: manager Colin Meldrum had said his prayers and
i mentally composed his resignation letter, he did

: indeed get on the field whereupon he ran about a
¢ bit and may even have touched the ball, but was
i sadly unable to turn the tide of the match in our

¢ favour.

How we only lost that one 1-0 is still baffling.

¢ And what became of the enigmatic ‘P*? Well,

i unlike D. Cross, he didn't get a second chance.

: Had he even played football hefore? Was his first
i senior match his only senior football match? | can
¢ find no trace of him ever playing for another team.

course, and he will probaly be here tonight, and P. { It's a total mystery, and a bit like that incident

Jackson is Phil, a bit more of a stranger these days

when Graham Souness signed an entirely ficti-

The 'Elmslle Ender’ was among the first wave of football elub magazines when It replaced ‘Long
Ball Down the Middle’ as the Wealdstone fanzine In the mid-1980s. LBEDTM’s forerunner ‘Wealdstone

Whispers' was famously the THE very first football fanzine in Britain when it was published in 1971




Stones fan DON CROSS looks back on
that surreal day in Manchester...
"AFTER finishing training with the sup-
porters football team, SFC Wealdstone,
_on the Thursday night | had gone back
' to the club for a couple of beers when
Peter Braxton (WFC secretary) told me
that they were struggling for players
for Saturday’s visit to Altrincham and
needed to register a couple of players

~ to sit on the bench. | should have been

both signed forms.

“ We headed off up north on the coach
early on the Saturday morning, having
a stop off at a hotel about 30 minutes
short of our destination for eggs and
beans on toast. The manager Colin Mel-
drum asked me what position | played
and | told him “anywhere at the back or
in the midfield of the park”. He told me

Altrincham, me and Peter Kotey

working on the buses but pulled a sickie amazed at the pace of the game. The

and myself and another lad Phil Jackson i experienced players were excellent and
i were always cajoling and encouraging.

¢ We went 1-0 down just before half-time

i and struggled to create many chances,

i |remember a shot and a header that

i | couldn’t get an target late on from a

i cross by Peter, who had replaced Phil in
i the second half. | played twice more but
! Meldrum was sacked and I returned to

i the terraces”.

i that | would be wearing the number 4
: shirt and play in centre midfield.

“All the players went off to watch

! Football Focus and | got some good

: wishes and advice from some of my

¢ heroes such as Paul Bowgett, Robin

{ Wainwright and Neil Cordice. Phil was

: also in the starting line up and we had

! two subs, Andy Haxton (goalkeeper) and
i young trialist forward Peter Kotey.

“ | never felt any nerves but was

o 3 o

tious relative of George Weah for Southampton.
We were had. :
y now you've probably realised that, unlike i
Bthe usual occupant of this seat, [ don't
have an awful lot insightful to say about the :
state of Wealdstone FC or football in general.

We were a bit rubbish for the first 80 minutes
at Boreham Wood last week, weren't we? You
already knew that. Instead | like to think these oc-
casional columns could be read as a sort of sefi-
alisation of my autobiography, which | am feeding !
out by stealth in case nobody really wants to read :
my autobiography. Let's call it ‘Autobiography of
a middle aged bloke who has spent far too much
of his life thinking about Wealdstone FC when
he could have been doing something useful or
practical, minus the bits which might be vaguely
interesting in case any of the protagonists are still :
alive’. Snappy title, huh? i

nyone getting excited about the World
ACup? No, I'm not going either. Actually,

thanks to my attendance at the Dubai
Airshow last year (my daughter works out there, :
and | was visiting) | have received an offer of free :
parking for my private jet at Sharjah Airport for

B A

i the duration, which almost swung it.

Y o o 0 Yoo sy

Unfortunately the private jet is in for its MOT that
week. And aleohol is illegal in Sharjah. Alright,

i actually | know there's a number of Wealdstone sup-

porters, good friends, who will go to the literal ends

: of the Earth to follow our national team, and fair play
i to them, not put off by the fact that the World Cup is

i being held in & country with no football tradition, no

: prior infrastructure and totally unsuitable weather,

i not to mention - and you are free to say ‘who cares?’

- worker conditions or human rights or whether you
ought to travel with your boyfriend, or girlfriend... You

i know what I'm saying!

How did this decision for the World Cup to be

staged in Qatar even happen? Well, probably best
i not to answer that one. There was a time in the 80s
i when | attended England matches myself, albeit

only at Wembley. But as the top level of football

i has drifted ever deeper into the realms of wealth,
i celebrity and excess I've stopped being able to relate
ito the players.

Give me non-league disappointment any day. It

may be frequent - yeah, like at Boreham Wood (let’s

not ask tonight’s visiting fans how they did in the FA

i Cup) - but it's good, honest, hard working, people-
i like-me disappointment!



THE STONES INTERVIEW ﬂ BY TIM PARKS

His Dad may be (in my eyes) TeE=e
the Sinner from Pinner but =g
livewire Dom can 3
do it all...even
scoring when
flat on his back

ou’ll never persuade me that Soccer AM’s
heyday wasn't 20 years ago when Tim
Lovejoy and Helen Chamberlain presented

the off-the-wall show.... but it redeemed itself ONE OUT!
last season when it warned of a goal scored in Dominic &5
National League South as ‘skill of an obscene confounds
nature’. physics with

Type in ‘Eastbourne Borough goal’ and have his wonder
a look at what pops up. It's no surprise that the goal for,

Soccer AM studio was beside itself with joy! Eastbourne |
Yes, it was our very own Dom Hutchinson, then EPSECvrying.
on loan from Watford beside the seaside, who a0
scored a sensationally improvised goal against

Tonbridge Angels.

Dom described it as his favourite among the : the ball up two-footed before flicking his shot over

ten goals he scored in his loan spell at East- i the dumbstruck keeper to find the net.

bourne.... Blimey, I'd rate it way up amongthe £« paq a very enjoyable loan spell there, to be

best goals I've EVER seen in 60-odd years of { fair” said the 236—yéa¥-old winger/pstrikerMingback_

football watching. _ i “Though | wasn'f sure about going there at all....
As illustrated (right) Dom wins the ball off a i the Eastbourne manager Danny Bloor is a contact

Tonbridge defender tight on the byline, ten yards  } of the Watford under-23s gaffer and it was set up

from goal and at an an inconceivable angle to i tosee if we were both happy with the arrange-

score. Yet somehow, falling, he manages to scoop { ment.. it’s a long drive down from where | live in

Right: the line-ups at Tranmere for Mason'’s first Watford start - and far right Mason (No.41) is
pictured celebraling substitute Kaylen Hinds’ equalising goal. Tranmere won it in extra time




Covid myself!

“So it was a hit stop-start, but still a great
experience. Playing men's football with three
points at stake is a world of difference from
academy football”.

0 how did he come to be heading out of
Watford and into the National League
with Wealdstone?

“Well I've been speaking with Stuart and
Matty for a year or so, and it’s a well-travelled
path with Charlesey, Sesay, Dante Baptiste
and Mason Barrett all coming here from Wat-
ford - it's like a home from home. When | was
released by Watford | see it as a progression
from Eastbourne in the National League South
to the Stones in the National League and all
the big sides we face there ... Oldham, Noits
County, Wrexham ... it's all about getting game
fime for me and the stats are going to come™.

Dom has been used as a winger or as a
wing-back. So what's his favourite position?

-_m_atch_ ten days ago g 2 “I'd have to say left wing or wing back - I've
. Picture: JON TA = - been really enjoying that. At Watford | played
el ; 2 as a striker for a while but I'm happier

Pinner. For Thursday training I'd set off at 3pm, get i facing goal with the chance to run with the ball,
home at midnight then have to start training with i todribble and take people on. | think pace is
Watford at 8.30 the next morning. i my main aftribute”.
“But it couldn’t have got off 1o a better start: | i Dom’s dad Bobby had a long career as a
scored twice on my debut as we beat Braintree 6-1 | player, firstly with Spurs and then locally for
so | was immediately accepted by the fans”. i Harrow Borough and Wembley. “He took me to
Dom scored ten goals in a limited number of i training, right from the age of seven at Watford
appearances for Eastbourne. “ was out for a few i and then we had season tickets at QPR for
weeks with torn ankle ligaments, and then justas| i quite a few years. We went with dad’s best
was fit again there was the Covid break over i mate Charlie Flaherty and his son Stanley, and

Christmas... and then when that finished | caught CONTINUED OVERPAGE




THE STONES

INTERVIEW CONTINUED..
o L

FROM PREVIOUS ko il 4 4
PAGE .

Stanis how in
the Rangers’
under-23s so
we've both made
a career in the
game” said Dom.
The Hutchinsons
live at Cannoh
Lane in Pinner

- 50 presumably
Dom is steeped

I'll ‘ave you

in Wealdstone ytchinson!
Fc history, with -
his dad playing
locally for so many 3
ye?rS? » mmd Above: The Wembley Velerans defence (white
Er, no not really” he confessed. "We'd shirts) bolds firm as SFC Wealdstone see this
been down to a lot of Wealdstone games freekick charged down. The Stones No.5 (T.Parks)
at Ruislip for years when | wasn’t playing, had unimpaired vision at this stage :)

or was injured, but | don’t know a massive
amount about the history”,

[ ] L]
oz vencos e e | Fye eyiel Hutchinson senior
‘double'?”

gives Parks senior the elbow

So then came the ten-minute history

lesson from me, with the hotched

sale of Lower Mead, the disastrous
ground share at Watford (which, admit-
tedly, he did know a bit about) and the club
dropping five divisions and climbing back

immediately transported me back to a Middle-
sex Veterans Cup match played at Wembley’s

Vale Farm ground one Sunday morning in 2001.
Playing for SFC Wealdstone’s Vets, we were hav-

Realising that Dom’s dad is Bobby Hutchinson

R R R

up again. And my own encounter with his ing a torrid time against a Wembley Veterans team
dad in a veterans’ match about 20 years entirely comprising their Ryman League side of ten
ago! years previously - an uncompromising outfit who
More about that in the panel (right). were holders of the County Cup and went on to
It's a little unfair expecting a 20 year old retain the trophy.
to know much about the ancient history of We were beaten 5-1 as | recall, but imagine my
the 1980s and 90s, but I think it's important § surprise when | was elbowed in an off-the-ball
that the players should understand the per-  incident by the diminutive No.9 | had been marking,
spective of a win over Barnet, for example. The play was 20 yatds away and the incident
“Wealdstone is a great club and has the  { totally missed by the referee. The impact left me

same family feel that Eastbourne did last
season” says Dom. “Though the standard
is a lot higher in the National League. I've
not scored yet for the Stones but the dead-
lock will be broken soon... my confidence
is building. I'm really enjoying playing in
this team with all our attacking players and
look forward to every game”.

with a fractured eye socket and a numbness that
continued for several months. So thanks for that,
Bobby Hutchinson!

“Well my dad is always saying what a tough
game it was in the old days but he could obviously
also dish it out!” said Dom. “I'm gonna have a lot
of fun quizzing him about that and see what he has
to say”.

s S S o
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HIGH FLYING MAGPIES

ofts County Football Club was formed in 1862.
N Official formation followed two years later as
the ‘Notts. Foot Ball Club’,
Pre-dating The Football Association, the club initially
played matches of its own devising at Park Hollow,

inside the grounds of the old Nottingham Castle. In 1864, :

the decision was made to take on outside opposition
from both England and Scotland, which led to a move
away from the club's initial home to allow for larger
crowds.

The following years saw the club appear at numerous
locations, including Castle Cricket Ground (1894), and
Nottingham Forest's Town Ground (1895 and 1896) and
City Ground (1893 to 1909). However, the club’s main
home, from 1883 onwards, was Trent Bridge, until the
permanent switch across the river to Meadow Lane was
completedin 1910.

In 1888, Notts became one of 12 founder members of
The Football League and ended the first season in 11th
place, above Stoke City. A highest ever league finish of
third was achieved in 1890-81 —a feat that was
replicated in 1200,

In 1890-21, Notts reached the FA Cup Final for the
first time, only to be defeated 3-1 by Blackburm Rovers at
The Oval, despite thumping the trophy winners 7-1 only
aweek prior. The club made amends on 31 March 1894,
with Jimmy Logan netting a hat-trick in a 4-1 triumph
over Bolton Wanderers at Goodison Park.

The fixture is also memorable for another reason, as
Notts became first team outside the top flight to win the
tournament, having been relegated to the Second
Division in 1893. Promotion back to the top tier was
confirmed in 1896-97, after a series of ‘test matches’ —
meetings between the bottom sides in the First Division
and the top teams in the Second Division.

OUR RECORD AGAINST NOTTS COUNTY
P5 Wo D1 L4 F5 A15 GD-10

P In1912-
i 13 Notts were again relegated but returned the

following season as champions of the Second

¢ Division. 1919-20 saw another demotion, though
: another Second Division championship was
i added to the trophy cabinetin 1922-23,

Despite a ninth-position finish in 1924-25, Notts

i dropped back down to the Second Division the

i following campaign. Then, in 1228-30, the club fell
: to the Third Division South, only to bounce back at
i thefirst time of asking — as champions.

After 16th, 15th and 18th placed finishes

respectively, Notts ended the 1934-35 season at
i the foot of the Second Division. Prior to the Second
World War, Notts narrowly missed out on

promotion, as they finished 1936-37 second in the

Third Division (South) — two points adrift of the
¢ champions, Luton Town.

In November 1947, Notts stunned the fogtballing

: world with the recruitment of England international
: Tommy Lawton. The England number nine had left
: top-flight Chelsea to join the Third Division South

: Magpies.Lawton's signing was for a British record

: fee but his arrival added around 10,000 to the

i gates at Meadow Lane. The average home crowds
i forthe next eight seasons remain the highest in the
: club’s histery.

Itwas tough times but, when the most

i successful manager in the club’s history walked

: through the Meadow Lane gates, fortunes took a

i turn for the better. Jimmy Sirrel took over with the

i aim of lifting the doom and gloom —and he did just




MEADOW LANE pic: wikimapia

that

by guiding the Magpies to the Fourth Division

championship in his first full season in charge.
The next promotion arrived in 1972-73, as Notts

eight-year stay in the Second Division. So many
prometions had usually been followed by relegation
but not on this occasion, as Sirrel — helped by
innovative coach Howard Wilkinson - led Motts to the
First Division via a historic victory over Chelsea at
Stamford Bridge.

Against the odds, Notts spent three consecutive
seasons in the top-flight, which were kicked off with a
historic 1-0 triumph over champions Aston Villa on the
opening day of the 1981-82 season. This proved to be
just one of many unforgettable days for the fans of this
era, as the Magpies recorded emphatic wins over
Arsenal, Nottingham Forest and Leeds United.

Sirrel handed over managerial reigns to his number

departed for Sheffield Wednesday and back-to-back
relegations followed, though Sirrel did returnto puta
halt to the free-fall and the Magpies settled in the third
tier.

Off the pitch, Notts faced a battle to stay afloat and a P ;
¢ Swindon and were relegated from League Two, losing

i their proud status as the world's oldest Football
I League club as they dropped out of the EFL for the first

crisis meeting on 15 September 1986 drew 1,500
supporters to the Astotia Night Club, with many more

locked outside. Debts of £2million had forced directors :
to consider liquidating the club but it was agreed that
business would resume thanks to the financial support
of the fans.

Notts’ true revival came from an unlikely source in

NOTTS COUNTY FC

HOME GROUND - MEADOW LANE
CAPACITY - 20,229 (ALL SEATED)
MANAGER - LUKE WILLIAMS

2021/22 - 5TH NATIONAL LEAGUE

1989, when, following a run of poor results, boss John
Barnwell was dismissed and replaced by the youthful
figure of Neil Warnock, who had guided Scarborough
into the Football League as champions of the
Conference. In Warnock's first full season, 1989-90,
the club achieved a third-placed finish and a spotin
the Play-Offs.

Unlike two years prior, Notts flourished in the end-
of-season knock-out and overcame Bolton Wanderers
across two legs —a 1-1 draw on away soiland a 2-0
win back at Meadow Lane. This kicked off the
‘Wembley Years’ and, on an unforgettable day under
the Twin Towers, the Magpies overcame Tranmere
Rovers in front of 29,252 spectators.

Notts did not have to wait long for another trip to
Wembley, as. despite expecting a season of

i consolidation in the Second Division, a fourth-placed
: finish was recorded — largely thanks to a run of seven
i straight wins towards the end of the campaign. The
finished Third Division runners-up, which precededan ; momentum carried into the play-offs and the Magpies
¢ booked another trip to London where 59,940

i witnessed Notis make history with a 3-1 victory over

: Brighton & Hove Albion.

Warnock kept the faith in a large part of the squad

! that gained promotion, but Notts' stay in the top tier

: was short-lived and lasted only one campaign, as the
i club finished the season ranked 21st & Warnock's

: tenure at Meadow Lane came to an end in January

i 1993

In 1995/96 Notts dropped into the basement

division in 1996-97. Even the arrival of Sam Allardyce
i could not prevent the club from ending the campaign
i bottom of Division Two.

1997-98 was a remarkable and unique season in

two Wilkinson in 1982 and 15th place was achieved for the club’s history, as the Magpies smashed a number

the second campaign on the spin. However, Wilkinson : ¢ )
: Three championship. In October 1999 Allardyce

: resigned to take up a post at Bolton Wanderers.

of national and club records to clinch the Division

In 2014/15 the club suffered a final da relegation

back to the basement division of the Football League.

In2018/19 Notts suffered a 3-1 defeat away at

i fime since its formation in 1888.

Notts finished last season in 5th possition, losing

I 1-2 athome to eventual winners Grimsby in the Play
¢ Off Quarter Finals.




NOTTS COUNTY FC

1. SAM SLOCOMBE - GOALKEEPER

MNow in his fourth season at Meadow Lane, Slocombe
is a well-respected figure at the club due to his
professionalism andconsiderable experience.
Slocombe played much of his football in the EFL,
winning promotions in consecutive seasons with
Oxford United and Blackpool after leaving his
hometown club Scunthorpe United in 2015. He has
also played for Bristol Rovers and Lincoln City

2. RIGHARD BRINDLEY - DEFENCE

Richard came through Norwich City’s academy and
began to rebuild his career with Chelmsford in the
Vanarama National League South. From there he
joined Chesterfield in League Two before a move

to Rotherham, where he was part of the side which
won promotion to the Championship in 2014. He
spent time on loan at Scunthorpe, Oxford United and
Colchester and then had a season with Barnet before
heading to Bromley

3. JOEL TAYLOR - DEFENCE

Taylor signed from Chesterfield in the summer of
2021.The left wing back is a graduate of Stoke City's
academny and joined the Spireites from Chester City.
4. KYLE CAMERON - DEFENCE (C)

Kyle was born and raised in Northumberland and
progressed through the youth ranks at Newcastle
United.Having gained first-team experience on loan
at Workington, York City, Newport County and Queen
of the South, Camercn made the move down to the
south-west to kick-start his career at Torquay.

5. CONNELL RAWLINSON- DEFENCE

After terminating his Port Vale contract ta join us
ahead of the 2012-20 campaign, Rawlinson went on
to win our Fans' Player of the Season award in his
debut campaign. He also shared the Players’ Player
award with Kyle Wootton. Connell began his career
at Chester and also enjoyed an eight-year spell in
Welsh football with the New Saints (TNS), picking
up European experience by playing in Champions
League gualifying matches.

6. JIM O’BRIEN - MIDFIELD Fiery
Scot O'Brien has been a driving force in our midfield
since joining us from Bradford in January 20189.
O’Brien came through the ranks at Celtic and had
spells with Dunfermline Athletic, Dundee United and
Motherwell before moving south of the border with
Barnsley.

He spent four seasons at Oakwell ahead of a switch

FOR ALL THE LATES

to Coventry, where he made 70 appearances,

¢ and has also played for Shrewsbury and Ross

: County.

i 7. KAIRO MITCHELL - FORWARD

i Mitchell joined us from Chesterfield in 2021.

: The Grenada international arrived for an

: undisclosed fee from King's Lynn Town. A

i graduate of Leicester’s academy, Mitchell rose
i to prominence with Coalville Town.

i 8. SAM AUSTIN - MIDFIELD

i Sam began his career with Burton Albion and,
i after spending time on loan at Telford and

¢ Leamington, he joined Kidderminster in 2016-17
¢ where he guickly established himself as a key

i player thanks to his work-rate, consistency and
i versatility — often being deployed in a more

i defensive role in his early days at Aggborough.
: 9. MACAULAY LANGSTAFF - FORWARD
: Langstaff bagged 32 goals and claimed 14

; assists as he fired Gateshead to the league title
: last season. Hailing from Stockton-on-Tees,

i Langstaff impressed in the amateur game and

¢ earned opportunities with Billingham Synthonia,
i Blyth Spartans and York City before really

: making his mark at Gateshead.

i 10. QUEVIN DE CASTRO - FORWARD

¢ West Bromwich Albion’s Portuguese attacking

¢ midfielder is on loan with us until 8 January.

: He began his career on the English non-league
i circuit before joining Ipswich's academy and

i earning trials with the likes of Chelsea and

: Arsenal.

i 11. AARON NEMANE - FORWARD

i Former Manchester City wide man Aaron

: Nemane signed a two-year deal at Meadow

: Lane last summer after leaving Torquay United.
i Bornin France and raised in Manchester, the

i pacey 23-year-old joined the Gulls following his
* release from City in 20192 but, despite the offer

TONES NEWS WWW.WEALDSTONE-FC.COM




of a new deal at Plainmaoor, he followed in Kyle
Cameron's footsteps by making the move north
after we agreed compensation with the Gulls.
12. TIERNAN BROOKS - GOALKEEPER
Academy graduate Brooks' potential was
recognised with a new three-year contract in
the summer of 2022. Brooks has experienced a
number of loans to steps 3 and 4 of the non-
league pyramid, most recently with Coalville
Town where he consistently produced strong
performances.

13. BRAD YOUNG - GOALKEEPER

We completed the season-long loan signing of
the Leicester City goalkeeper in August. Young,
who hails from Sunderland, joined the Foxes

from Hartlepool United and has been selected for

England at Under 20s level.

14. ED FRANCIS - MIDFIELD

We completed the signing of former Manchester
City and England youth captain Ed Francis ahead
of the 2021-22 campaign.Francis, who skippered
the likes of Phil Foden left City for
Wolverhampton Wanderers in 2019 and
captained the Molinuex outfit's Under 23s
on several oceasions while helping them
o the league title.

15. ADEN BALDWIN - DEFENCE
Central defender Baldwin reunited with
new head coach Luke Williams by signing
at Meadow Lane this summer. Williams
handed Baldwin the Bristol City's Under
23s captaincy and later influenced his
move to MK Dons when he was working under
Russell Martin at Stadium MK.

16. GERALDO BAJRAMI- DEFENCE
Geraldo Bajrami signed a two-year deal at
Meadow Lane after compensation was agreed
with Kidderminster Harriers this summer.

17. FRANK VINCENT - MIDFIELD

Frank joined us from AFC Bournemouth in 2021.

THE PLAYERS TO WATCH

"wotts County Fe

2

LAST SEASON

Tue 14th Sept 2021- (A) L2-3
Tue 25th Jan 2022 (H) D 0-0

Vincent was in the same Torquay team as Kyle
Cameron when the Gulls secured an immediate
return to the Mational League by winning
promation in 2018-19. He has also had loan
spells in the EFL with Scunthorpe and Walsall.
18. MATT PALMER - MIDFIELD

Having joined in 2021, Palmer had the perfect
debut season as he scooped the Fans’ and
Players’ Player of the Season awards. He
arrived having racked up more than 200 EFL
appearances and having won promotion with
Burton Albion, Rotherham United and Swindon
Town.

19. CEDWYN SCOTT - FORWARD
Hailing from Hexham, near Newcastle, Scott
began his career as a trainee at Huddersfield
Town and, after bagging 21 goals in 26 games

for their Under 18s, left them in 2018 to join

Dundee. We paid an undisclosed fee for the
services of Gateshead’s free-scoring front man

: who signed a two-year deal this summer.

20. RUBEN DA ROCHA RODRIGUES -
FORWARD Rodrigues became the first ever
Portuguese to play for us after he swapped the
Dutch second division for the National League in

the summer of 2020,

21. TOBI ADEBAYO-ROWLING

i - DEFENCE Tobi hails from London and

began his career with Brighton before joining
Peterborough United. He then headed
over the Irish Sea to play at Sligo
Rovers, moving on to Cork City hefore
returning to England to sign for Bromley,
then Eastbourne Borough before
Ebbsfleet, in 2020.

- 22, LUTHER MUNAKANDAFA

- FORWARD Promising forward
Munakandafa signed his professional
contract this summer.

23. ADAM CHICKSEN - DEFENCE

: Comfortable on the left of a back three or as

i awing back, the 28-year-old has played the

i vast majority of his career in League One but

i had been without a elub since January 2020

: following his surprise release from League One

¢ side Bolton Wanderers. A product of MK Dons'

i academy, Chicksen qualifies for Zimbabwe and

: won his first eap in a friendly against Zambia in
2018.
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NOTTS CO AWAY FAN:
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Lifelong Notts
fanand serial 1+
sponsor Adrian &
returns to the
Vale... among
friends & doing
good deeds

onight we've got a bit of a first with life-
long Notts County fan Adrian Rawden

donating th tch ball. H ;
iy e TRamh L v les o : sion Two (the Championship in today's money)

associate sponsor of the game last season i : sl
: the previous season, finishing runners-up to

- facilitated by our President Paul Rumens - and ] ; :
said that he was so impressed by the club’s friendli- ; Bolton Wanderers. My dad took me on the train

ness that he decided to sponsor or donate this : from Nottingham Station, and my overriding
season too. memory that day was more the

; 5 ; . social side before the game: the
Last season it ended 0-0 so let's B el of Bovel @nd tobeioco and

hope he sees some goals for his : i
money this time around. In the away being treated to pop and crisps.
net of course! Do you follow any other team? |
L - : keep an eye on football in general
Your name and age: Adrian | o | &, but County is my only true love!

Hawden, 53 years old S [: g == ol What is your favourite County

What was your first Notis County
game and when? My first game - at
the tender age of four - was at West
Bromwich's Hawthorn's ground in
November 1973.... a 2-1 loss after
Notts had been promoted to Divi-

Ade’s first game ever! Right: the
WBA programme for the Nofis
game in November 1973

game EVER? Cannot have a
single game as I've been blessed
to see Notts at Wembley, winning

| play-off finals and the Anglo ltalian

Cup... but the game away to Chel-
sea in May 1981 stands out. It was
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Adrian (centre) with Notis legends
goalkeeper Mick Leonard (left) and
Rachld Harkeuk (sttlker, who scored
inn the Chelsea game, rHight) at the
Jimmy Sirrel and Jack Wheeler
statues outside Meadow Lane

a 2-0 win to take Notts back fo the top
flight after a 55-year absence. Chelsea
were trying to get the game abandoned..
that really sticks out.
Who have been your all-time favourite
County players? And who are the
standout players in the present side,
and why? The team from the 80s in the
First Division (Premier League) obviously
being so successful, with McCulloch,
Harkouk, Christie, Cheidozie - who we
paid a club record £600,000 for ai that
time - as well as Pedro Richards, Tristan
Benjamin and Brian Kilcline to name but
afew.

In terms of today we have the Non-
League Erling Haaland at this point in
goalscorer McCauley Langstaff... plus

CONTINUED OVERPAGE
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It's May 2 1981 and Notts celebrate promotion to the
top tler with a 2-0 win at Chelsea... whose fans Invaded

OTTS COUNTY are also
'prlzmaed. They sealed their
return to the First Division
after a So-year absemce bY
erushing CHELSEA 2—6 at
Stamford Bridge with goals
from. Trcuqkr kChnstia and
Rachkid Harkouk.

But their magical day was
marred by angry Chelsea fans
—E0re carrg'ing haggf;ls ar:;
laiming * Mears —
fu.:mde-& the piteh in the 64th
minute. ,

Mounted police were
brought into the stadium and
swiftly cleared the pitch.
Scveral fans = Were frog-
marched away by police and
the match was resumed after

-minute delay. "
tz.lhef.uuu}-a?;n was resumed after

a four-minute delay.

the pitch (below) to try to get the m

¢

atch called off

Above: The Chelsea
programine that day
and (left) the Sunday
Express reports on
Noetits’ promotion
being marred by

the pitch invasion
as a protest against
the current Blues
chairman Brian
Mears. Mears left to
be replaced by Ken
Bates... to cue even
more unrest!



FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

Reuben Rodrigues who excites with tricks and
runs into opposition boxes. | also love our skip-
per Kyle Cameron new nickname Zoro for his
face mask heroics!

Have you been to Wealdstone before? What
did you make of the experlence? Had you
heard of the before Stones were promoted? |
have known about the elub previously and know
it has a rich history in the non league as well...
as more recently your very own super fan the
Wealdstone Raider!!

| was at the game last year, a
0-0 draw and was present in
the directors box and spent
the 2nd half watching with
Paul Rumens in the home
end| The club is very welcom-
ing and friendly and | have a
new soft spot for the Stones
and what you are trying to
achieve.

| did say to Paul pre season
that | thought you might be
finishing in the top 10... so far
that’s been a decent shout.
What line of business are you In? You have
kindly donated the maich ball tonight.. do you
sponsor the Magpies as well? | have sponsored
my own club numerous times and have often spon-
sored when visiting away teams. The last of those
was a few seasons back at Wycombe Wanderers
where my kids were mascots that day and were
nearly eaten by Akinfenwa who was an absolute
gent! | have been in recruitment and recently sold
my business so I'm how enjoying more time sup-
porting my team and travelling.

and away ? | live in Nottinghamshire and go to as
many games home and away as family time allows.
Where do you anticipate Nofls finishing this
season? Are the fans enjoying the non league
experience or is the novelty
wearing off! | expect Notts

to be promoted this season -
our fourth at this level - but it
is a very difficult league and
our play-off record has been

Right: One for the mantile
shelf... young Adrian is
pictured with Jimmy Sirrell

NOTTS CO AWAY FAN:

Above: Adrian with his
fellow Nolis-crazy parenis.
Lefi: He is pictured with
film director pal Jonny
Owen and Owen’s pariner
Vieky McClure. The Line
of Duty actress Is another
blg Notts fan!

horrible so we have to be

i Champions as that's the only guarantee. No

i pressure then lads!. Our fans want to get out

: of the league as four seasons is enough... |

: believe the natives will be restless if it takes

: much longer and it might be more difficult for

: our owners (who have been superb) to keep

¢ those fans interested.

i Are the club financially stable now? Yes

¢ 1would like to think so... with average home

: gates close to 7,000, full hospitality most weeks
i and a Lifeline scheme (the Club Lottery) fully

: ! subscribed with 2,500 people paying £2 a week,
Where do you live, and do you travel both home : .. yiih the owners sensible gpprogch we are
! in the best financial condition for some years.

! Can you see Nolis ever reciaiming their
i place In the Premler League? It will be very

difficult but we can dream!
And finally, where do you
expect to see the club in flve
years time? | would firstly like
to be playing back in the EFL
and hopefully striving for the
Championship.




, GOT NOW

AD TIME | BESPOKE DESIGNED KIT | HEAD TO TOE OFFERING

#

g The official benchwear supplier to the National League.
et NB Teamsports supply grassroots football teams with bespoke kit and training wear.
team sports Visit www,newbalanceteam.co.uk to find out more.




BY MARTIN READ

Allfright on the night or no ghost of a
chance - can ‘pumpkin period’ form
determine a season’s outcome?

H Hello Notts County, welcome to Grosvenor

Vale! And welcome, too, to the heart of what

I'm going to call football’s “Pumpkin Period” -
or to be more specific, those two months that have
in the middle of them three key annual events: 1)
the clocks going back, 2) Halloween and 3) the fire
work rituals of Bonfire Night and Diwali. It’s a period
of hunkering down, squirrelling thing away, shoring
up storm defences and laying down firm founda-
tions on which to get through the winter.

It's also my contention that the Pumpkin Period
represents a particularly decisive part of the football
season. It's where the summer’s optimistic experi-
ments, signings, appointments and tactics finally

coalesce into the good, bad or indeed middling form

i that you can expect from that moment on; the

i form that can help us better predict just what

i kind of season we can realistically expect to see
i play out through to next May.

Because by late October, the die is typically
cast. The manager’s style of play has either
been broadly absorbed or rejected; the team’s

: performances will have become consistent; and

i the league position will have slarted lo settle.

This, by the way, is possibly more relevant

i to us at semi-pro football level, where the sum-
i mer rebuild is often more all-encompassing

i than amongst the professional clubs obliged

i to persist with a greater number of players on

multi-season deals.
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Will our defeat in Dorking be indicative of our true
2022/2023 form? Picture courtesy of Tommy Cockles




Average points per October/Movember game

In order to test what | am more than happy
to accept is an incredibly fragile theory, I've
conducted an experiment using our wonderful
club’s own statistics. I've looked at our league
results from 1980/1981 — and league results
only - from the months of October and Novem-
ber, caleulating an average points per league
game across those two months.

As you can see from the table the figures do,
in a fair few cases, correlate fairly closely to
how well we end up performing in the league.
There is always an outlier, and for this analysis
it’s an absolute doozie: 1984/1985, when we
did the double (and yes, | have ignored that
season'’s 2 points home / 3 poinls away league
system; it’s all 3 for a win).

No cup games assesed here. Typically the
Pumpkin Period takes in the FA Cup third and
fourth round qualifiers as well as the FA Cup
First Round Proper, when a club’s league form
is often at variance to its knock-out success.
(Indeed, some of you may even dimly remem-
ber the FA Cup First Round Proper. We have in
fact played in it on several occasions, although
you'd be forgiven for not knowing that given our
pitiful record in recent years.)

But while there are typically many cup
games in the Pumpkin Period months, it's how
we do in the - forgive me - “bread and butter” of
the league that gives off the best signals as to
future expectations.

So, what do these figures tell us about our
final league finishing position? Ehhh.... noth-
ing much, in all probability. This as esoteric a
data analysis as they come. There are plenty
of seasons in which we finished well having
done poorly in October and November. But
of all these seasons looked at here, it's only
2004/2005 where we clearly lost our way sig-
nificantly after November.

The eagle eyed will note that | have not
included this season's Pumpkin Period figures,
and with good reason - we're less than half way
through the period. Will we continue to prove
ghoul-shy? Do we stand a ghost of chance ot
survival? Will we need more fireworks in the
dressing room... ... etc ete. Well, let's all meet
back here for the Oldham Alhletic game in
December when we can compare notes. Until
then - Up The Stones!




ISTTEAMRESULTS
SEASON 2022/2023 €

Comp |Score| (Totall (Away) | Lo2| Goal scorers

6 BROMLEY YNL 3-2 1,090 162 Dlomola, Browne (P), Cook 13
13 Eastleigh YNL ©-1 1,814 189 13
16 Oldham Athletic YHNL 241 6869 152 Browne, Allarakhia 13
20 FC HALIFAX TOWN WNL 10 1197 T2 Browne 13

Jack COOK

Ashley CHARLES

Alex DYER

Tarryn ALLARAKHIA
Giovanni MCCGREGOR

& Dom HUTCHINSON

=
r
i Max KRETZSCHMAR

= Rhys BROWNE

S S .:x =
Ml [evis KINSELLA

27 Gateshead YNL 10 1104 135 Browne 13
29 YEOVIL TOWN YNL 0-0 1714 251 13
SEPTEMBER

4 WOKING WNL 11 1,638 269 ar {Pen) 13
13 Maidstone United YL 11 1799 10 13

NN NN R
e B e e e

17 TORQUAY UNITED VNL 11 1,366 208 Browne 13
24 SOUTHEND UNITED  vNL o-1 2,391 TBD 13
OCTOBER
1 Aldershot Town YNL 24 1702 175 Srow 13
4 Solihull Moors WNL 1-2 1326 TBD 13
8 BOREHAM WOOD WNL 1-2 1,386 TBD (ing 13
15 Boreham Wood FAC4 3-5 101 315 [ 13
22 Dorking Wanderers ~ YNL 1-3 1416 228 13
25 NOTTS COUNTY YHL
29 Dagenham & Redbridge\/n|
NOVEMBER
1 Altrincham WNL
5 (FA Cup 1st Round) FACT
B CHESTERFIELD WNL
WNL
YHL
26 SCUNTHORPE UNITED yNL
DECEMBER

ro ro [l R o P
Sy
- = =~

ra
B R

YNL
13 OLDHAM ATHLETIC YNL
17 To Be Decided FAT3
26 MAIDENHEAD UNITED WhL

1 Maidenhead United YNL
7 EASTLEIGH WNL
21 FC Halifax Town YHL
24 Yeovil Town YNL
28 GATESHEAD WNL
FEBRUARY

4 DAGENHAM & REDBRIDGE /.
11 Wrexham NL
18 YORK CITY VNL
21 Chesterfield WNL
25 Woking \'NL

4 ALTRINCHAM \NL
7 MAIDSTONE UNITED  WNL
11 Torquay United VNL
18 Scunthorpe United VNL
25 BARNET \NL

APRIL Pictures from our defeat down in Dorking on Séturqag. _m‘urie.'.y'of:lun Taffel

e

1 ALDERSHOT TOWN INL
7 Notts County WL
10 SOLIHULL MOORS NL
15 Boreham Wood NL
22 DORKING WANDERERS yNL
29 Southend United VNL

FRIENDLY RESULTS
Sth July Hendon A W 4-0  Allarakhia (2),, Trialist G, Trialist I =
9th July Slough Town A W 21 Umerah, Trialist

11th July Beaconsfield Town A D 4-4  Hutchinson, Allarakhia, Trialist E, Trialist B



Midweek fixture
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Trialist B, Kretzschmar (2), Hutchinson
Napa, Olomola, Allarakhia, Kretzschmar, Ferguson

Ferguson, Trialist A

H L 01
H L 28
A W 41
A W 51
H L 03

Chariton A U23s
QPR

Billericay Town
Cheimsford City

Bedford Town

16th July
20th July
23rd July
27th July
30th July




BY JON TAFFEL ﬁ

No Wealdstone
Alphabet this week
..Instead our man
behind the lens
looks back at his
student life, trips
to Meadow Lane...
and llkeston idiocy!

G ood evening all, and welcome to this . the complete opposite of what | was used to at the

FOOTHALL LEAGLE. DHIVISION DMl | = - -
Notts County v | w, F
Nottingham Forest | anger

ey, 3ih Dserter, 1982, Misk-a# 3 pm, | SPONSORED MATCH

Love the 80s’ pastel colours on the fashion
ad adorning the Nolls programme cover!

evening’s non-alphabet column. For the un- ;| Shapla in Eastcote amongst other local establish-

initiated, I'm working my way fromAto Zin : ments. The Gulshan featured twice in my record
each programme, and tonight it should have been @ of four rubies in three days... we were hard up, us
the turn of ‘G’. With the visit of Notts County | was | students.

trying to find a way to shoehorn them in, and to be Anyway, back to the beginning. It was in

honest | was struggling to the extent | have taken | September 1982 that | arrived in Nottingham as

the easy option and instead decided to focus ex-  : a student at Trent Poly. Most of my friends had

clusively on the City of Nottingham, a place where : headed off to university three years earlier, but

| was a very content ‘student’ back in the 80’s. i my football obsession meant | chose a job to earn
The nearest | can actually enough money to feed

get to the letter G would be == s My habit with the op-
the GULSHAN restaurant . ; gl c . tion to study part time.
on the Alfreton Road, an es- flent = | 3 years and several
tablishment where | passed | failed exams later, full
many a happy hour before ~—— time became an atirac-
passing on the contents ' tive option, and I had
the following day. The first '~ built up a nice credit
thing | noticed about the limit on my Access
Gulshan was that according card to enjoy myself

to the menu the Madras was . without a financial care
hotter than the Vindaloo, in the world.

An angelic-looking J.Taffel on his arrival at Nottingham Trent
Polytechnle. I'm surprised he was served in the pubs



More of that later.
Many of my friends amongst the

student population were less enamoured
by the ‘lure’ of non-league foothall, they
were motre interested in what they saw
as 'proper’ football. Meadow Lane was
certainly the venue of choice ahead of the
City Ground, with County very much the
city underdog having been promoted to the
old Division 1 (now the Premier League) in
the 1980-81 season. Their near neighbours
Forest had been champions of Europe in
1979 and 1980.

nd so it was that | ventured to Mead-
Aow Lane on 4th December 1982 for

the County v Forest match. What
a match it was too, with the legendary
managers Jimmy Sirrell and Brian Clough
on their respective benches. Both teams
were in reasonably good form, with Forest
3rd in the league and County 13th. The
ground was very different to the current
all seater version, and | was stood on the
vast open terrace
behind the goal in
a crowd of 23,552
- nearly 7,000
more than for the
previous match v
Liverpool and over

-

Forest’s lan Wallace faces up to Notts'
keeper Raddy Avramovic during the epic
game at Meadow Lane 40 years ago. The
visitors were twice European champions
but County won 3-2!

The students on my
course were largely
from overseas with no
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= Tristan Banjamin Gurn
football interest what- H s e Cotn Tt 3.500 more than
soever, but amongst ppmiiesill o ividomy the current day
my fellow would-be ac- 3 Taik Sty o P
B

countants we had ‘sup-

porters’ of West Ham, e atmosphere was
Stoke City. Chester, 11, Gordn M electric, County
Mansfield, Cambridge th m—— were never

Utd and one supporter
of Notts County — are
you reading this Tony win - | recom-
Jackson? The revelation mend watching
that | supported a non- . this match on
league team — Weald- i YouTube, all captured by the Match of the Day
stone — seemed to cause some amusement... i cameras.

the standard ‘Weald-who' response a tediousif  {  \hereas Forest featured European winners in
predictable one. i their line-Up such as Gary Birtles and John Rob-

MATCH BALL
DONDR
T v
I

behind and pulled
off a fantastic 3-2

My initial intention was to visit some non- i ertson, the County line-up featured the rather
league grounds in the area, but travelling to watch | more ‘agricultural’ Brian Kilcline at the back and
the Stones at every opportunity was a tough habit : bruising striker lain McCulloch, The latter scored
to break. Nonetheless, | did manage to take in i the opener and was also sent off after they went

some football at Arnold, Alfreton, Gainsborough, i 3.2 ahead, with Paul Hooks and Trevor Christie
Worksop, Heanor, Matlock and famously llkeston.

CONTINUED OVERPAGE




~ FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
scoring the others. It was quite simply a brilliant
day. Looking back, it is incredible to see how so
many were crammed into the 3-sided ground.

It was a different story for the Stones that day,
taking on Frickley Athletic in front of 641 at our old
Lower Mead home in the Alliance Premier League
— now known of course as the National League.
Playing for Wealdstone that day was a certain Stu-
art Pearce, himself Nottingham bound a few years
later. | would have been there had my not very
reliable student car not broken down en route to
Runcorn the previous week (| got to that game with
10 mins to go just in time to see Runcorn’s winner.

Back then, it seemed somewhat improbable that |
¢ ish for everyone, but for me this was a mere

one day Wealdstone v Notts County would be a

league fixture.

So onto the next memorable game of my
student times - something I've written about
before - and that is the infamous llkeston

Town v Enfield FA Trophy 3rd round tie in February

1983. | had never witnessed anything quite like it

before, a day of unpleasantness only

matched by Wealdstone v Boreham

Wood in the FA Cup at the White Lion y‘:’\,

Ground in 2004. llkeston fans had been
involved in crowd trouble in the previ-

ous round at Barnet, one falling through \f, 9

the roof of the stand. This was a huge N

tie for llkeston against the holders, and rmua anuunu ILKESTON one we had to get accustomed

though it hurts me to say it, one of the
best non-league teams in the country.

| arrived in the town by car and was
confronted by the sight of a small army
of local youths regaled in green berets
walking in the middle of the road. The
small ground was ill-equipped to cope

with the sizeable crowd of 2,080. When - GFEICIAL PHOGRAMME -

llIkeston took a surprise 1st half lead,

their fans surged down the grass bank behind one
goal and broke the perimeter barrier. Order was
restored and the game continued, with the home
side holding their lead at half time.

Everything changed when Enfield equalised.
Soon afterwards youths spilled onte the pitch
resulting in the referee taking players off the field
whilst the youths brawled with the outnumbered

a quickfire four goals to lead 5-1, but that was the
end of the football. Another pitch invasion, more

brawls and nets ripped down with youths hanging
from the goalposts. The referee had no choice but

i soft spot in my heart, and | look forward to

police. When play finally resumed, the E's rattled in i Feturning to your city over Easter weekend

. to abandon the match, and in a rare moment
: of common sense the FA awarded the tie to

i the E's. Whilst the game was in progress, it I
i was a wholly unpleasant experience for E's

i fans as the locals were intimidating to say
i the least. Enfield went on to lose away to
: Harrow Boro by the same score line in the
i next round. Does anyone remember what
i happened in the semi-final that year? The
i clues are ‘Telford Utd’and * 5-1".

student days, and that was Stones’ trip to
Frickley, this was a Tuesday night in April
1984. Not necessarily an evening trip to rel-

Iwiil mention one other game during my

50-mile hop from Nottingham, and what a
night it was. Stones ran out 5-2 winners with

: Mark Graves notching 4 goals at the ground

i where the prolific Dylan Evans debuted for
us a few seasons earlier. . R -
To finish my Nettingham memories, it ‘
would be remiss of me not to mention the v
two main brewers in the city a
back then, Home and Ship-
stones. For a beer lover, Home |

Ales were simply undrinkable.
‘Shippos’ was certainly different,
an acquired taste for sure but

to. My first pint of ‘Shippos’ saw

my very first pint in Nottingham

at the Clinton Arms on Shake-
speare Street. However, this was
not possible until we'd paid our

50p entrance fee, requested with

a gruff voice from the doorman. -

we-1g, | THis fee covered the unexpected J—
‘entertainment’ that pretty much c '/
i consisted of the overweight i
i landlord's wife doing a striptease; to say car batt
i she was middle-aged and well built would Ch
i be generous on both counts, but there you
i go —welcome to Nottingham lads! F
i So, warm greetings from us all at the 0"
i Vale, Notts supporters — your club has a

- it will be nice to visit you in daylight for a

i change.

I'll be pitchside with my camera tonight

i sodo say hello!

Above: the programme cover fromn the llkeston-Enfleld game, a little less sophlsticated
than today’s glossy publications. And right: Jon'’s contribution te the Enfield Gazette report




IIIlil
of Southgate

99 Chase Side, Southgato,
Londaon N14. 01-862 3012
Vobpweger desias

q SH for scrap!!

wersion tanks, lead pipes, copper pipes,
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urchbury Iron & Metal
Co. Ltd.
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THE OVERRIDING
¢uestion after the game
was, simply: “Why?"
Why did the "Mad Squad”
from Derhy County
some of the youths described
| themselves, decide 10 dmum
lhelll\uloll Enl
s il beeause they
mhu:n,d national Press
coverage afler their similar
disraption of the game al
Barnet in the previous
round? Was it because they
had been hanned from
watiching Derby and decided
o wreak havoo ebewhere®
And why, for goodness
sake, weren™t there mose
than the N:Ful‘lcd 20 police-
men at the Hkeston ground 1

. smudluuﬁn Mcaston en Saturdny. Police arrested a total of lsnnu

Why did it happen?

the starl of the game? Wh
were Lhese youths allowe
into the ground at all?

And why, even
reinfarcements
hrought ower Trem
Secomd Diviskon ma
nearby Derby, were
ot than H) policemen al
Lhe hoight of the traghle,

How are 40 pelicemen
\ul'lpib'u'd 1w conrol 300
organived troublemakers?

with

hastily
the

Sensible

The only md hing 1o

hole sorry

eome out ol 1l

replayed, hove lnken the
sensible option and decided
||:I|Jrﬁ':|ll e mtch

kson, their

“Tu ;hk
mean victary for he yobhos
whe took part n u planned
aperation fn gei the muich
ahnadane,™

And llkeston manager
Steve Halder hinted st the
['m'acb.ln ropereussions wl

il afler the game:
must comsider my whole
futwre in foothall afer wit-
messing some of the things [
saw today,

“1 came 1o llkeston o
bring them success — bat if
success brings this sort of
thing is #t all worth 17

Enfield’s FA Trophy match at
likeston Town was abandoned in
the 77th minute on Saturday. TIM
PARKS reports.

FIELD FOOTBALL CLUB made
national front-page news on Sunday for the
first time in their 83-year history,

But, sadly, it wasn't for anythiog the club
achieved on the field. They were merely innocent
participants in a sporting “*sccasion’” in the East
Midlunds that bore closer resemblance fo guerrilla
warfare than io a foatball match.

This FA Truphy third-rownd the between iikeston Town and
Fafichd — potentially o elassic, D il { i et —

was raimed from the start by e atics of s undred
Midlands sapporiers whose oaly jslention was to wreck The

madch,
Shelter

They cortainly suceeded. Even before Bicmingham's FIFA
wrferee, Derck Civil, was forced to take shter in the dressing
vooms ind shandon the maich in the TTth minute, specintors,
afficials, and — one susprects = the players, were more concer-
i with the off-field nctivity than the game taking place o it
Ihe Garette's own correspondent in Wieston, Jon Taflel,
sl Fronhle whes he drose i an x

At

iek-ofl.

1 ferally couldn™l ge my car down the High Steeet,
Fhere wies o mb, ahout 200 ¢ 00 strang, marching dawn the
woal, with whout 104} of them wearing green berets.”” he sail.

** They seemed orgasfeed, Whe o small srmy, and deployed
themselves arousd e ground while :h: [ wn'f-l
an.' Enfield secrviary, Aldn pported ihe
“urpanived army’ It wag cerie,” m ;qld  ariig the
game they intimid, peolboe amd the crowd, but at hall ilme
ey jurst seemed 1 T,

Timetable of trouble
m: Youihs gaiher in fown cenire.

Ikeston take the lead, Youths surge forward down
g and Brenk piteh perimeter rail. Yoo people
1 hospital.
® 139 pm: Soon after Enfield equalisc, vouths spill on to pitch
thruagh bole in Match is held ug for 10 minutes W
police and youtle brasl on piteh, One Midkands porier™”
runs the lespih of piich and drags the nei of fhe goal o1 he
oppite end
407 pam: Aftes play is resumed and Enfield take 5-1 lead,
suiiths sudkdenly swamp the pitch and the players rush lir the
dressing rooms, Enfbell winper Steve King seebs refug in the
s,

is amnounced over the tamnoy that the referee hs
he muich. The yowths jump for foy, belleving theis
“missian' to have been 3 sweoess.
B0 is bacer revealed fluat police had made 13 arresis — 12 from
kesten, and ens from Enficld,

t——




NATIONAL LEAGUE

Congrats to Captain Cookie who makes
the statistical team of the first quarter

pologies if you've already seen this online (and | title challenge. However, that quickly changed

of course we always strive to have original

content, otherwise why bather printing it?) but
the Notts County website published a fascinating
statistical report a fortnight ago, called The Natlenal
League Q1 Report.

Usually, we can take stats or leave them, here at
Programme Towers. But this report is so forensic it's
worth repeating parts of it. The report covers all 24
teams in theNational League so we are obviously
going to be selective, but here’s a taste. This will
of course include both the Stones and our visitors
tonight, among a few others....

BARMNET The Bees started the season extremely
strongly, but in recent weeks they have struggled,
especially defensively. They've con-
ceded 20 in their last 4 games, more
than they conceded in their first 9
games combined.

Dean Brennan (right) has a firm
approach to the game seems to have
divided opinion, but a positive result
at home to struggling Maidstone and
scoring 5 goals away to Wrexham
could prove to be a catalyst to bring-
ing them back into some sort of form.
In terms of stats nothing jumps out
massively, other than that Barnet have
conceded the 4th most shots, 195, and
also have the 4th most yellow cards,
27, showing poor discipline. They've
also how conceded the most goals af the back.

The personnel they recruited in the summer are
impressive on papet, but the organisation at the
back is worrying. They look a shambles defensively
and something has to change moving forward. A
manager who certainly divides opinion, Dean Bren-
nan’s bizarre post match interview after a 5-0 defeat
to York certainly captured the imagination. He has
though managed to get the best out of forward Nicke
Kabamba, who came to the Hive as a striker who only
scored three times last season, but one who now has
nine goals to his name already.

BOREHAM WODD until recently the Wood were very |

much considered the 4th best side in the league; they
had lost just once all season, a shock home loss to
Aldershot, and looked like an outside chance for a

: when they lost 0-3 at home to Bromley, once

: again showing how quickly things can change in
i this division. The pendulum once again swung

: back the way of the Wood who actually then

! sat 3rd after a very impressive 2-1 win away at

: Wealdstone.

In the past the Wood have been guilty of not

i possessing enough quality in the final third, but

: this is something the young coach has rectified

: this summer. His side have recorded the 4th

i most long passes, 825. They are also still as ag-
i gressive as ever, they are joint 2nd for most red
i cards in the league (2).

In goal Nathan Ashmore has arguably been
the finest keeper in the league, and
the 100kg shot stopper has prevent-
ed 3.12 goals, the 3rd most in the
league. He also has the 4th highest
save percentage of any keeper,
78.85%, showing the good work he
is doing between the sticks.

DAGENHAM & REDBRIDGE are
the division's entertainers, and

a side who are a nightmare to
predict on a weekly basis. There
have been 5 or more goals in each
of their last 8 games, a period in
which they scored 19 goals but
let in 23 goals in that time too.
They've scored 23 goals this
season, but only have an xG of 17.43, meaning
they are outscoring what is expected by a lot.
They have conceded 29 goals, the 3rd most in

: the league.

It's at the other end of the pitch Dagenham
struggle, something which may have been
worse had it not been for keeper Elliot Justham.

: Justham has made 42 saves, 7th highest in

the league, so things may have been far worse
without the 32 year old stopper.

DORKING WANDERERS are potentially the sur-
prise package of the opening quarter. They find
themselves in 15th, despite conceding 30 goals,
joint 2nd worst in the league. The signs are very
mixed for Dorking going forward. They are con-

ceding more than expected, 30 goals from an xG




against of 26.41, suggesting they've been unlucky
at the back, but they have scored 24, from an xG

of 20.42, meaning they should also expect a drop
off in attack.

Manager, owner and just about everything else,
Marc White has acquitted himself brilliantly for his
first time at this level. His tactical philosophy that
has got Dorking this far in such a short period;
attack attack attack. They currently rank 2nd for
possession, with 58.6%, a huge number, showing
his side are capable of dominating the ball.

NOTTS COUNTY top the charts for almost all
passing statistics, a by-product of their possession
based style. They average 63.7% possession,
5.1% more than any other side. They have the
highest xG total, 26, but this is still 5 lower than
their actual output, suggesting they may slow down
with scoring. Their xG against is 16.67, 3.37 higher
than the 13 they have conceded, again suggesting
they may start to concede more. However, in Ma-
caulay Langstaff they certainly have the X Factor;
15 goals in the opening 13 games is unbelievable.

WEALDSTONE have a true underdog story, a part
time outfit who are punching way above
their weight - it means the Stones are
certainly one of the surprise packages
of the opening quarier. If they could
turn some of those successive draws
into wins they could be a real threat.
They have actually scored less than
expected, 14 to an xG of 15.67, but
they have conceded significantly fewer
than expected, just 13 let in compared
to 19.11 expected. This is quite mixed,
suggesting they are doing better
defensively than they should, but
their attacking output could be slightly i

-
A

higher.

Stuart Maynard has arguably been
the manager of the quarter so far.
Bearing in mind he only gets limited training hours
per week due to the part time model, the results he
is getting on the pitch, both in terms of perfor-
mance and points, must be applauded. He plays
good, attractive football and has also managed to
repeat a trick from last year; take a striker who has
never been prolific, and turn them into a real goal-
scorer. Last season it was Josh Umerah, who was
then sold for good money to Hartlepool, and this
season (until he was sold!) it was Rhys Browne,
who already has 7 goals and a conversion rate
of 26.9% - very high for a striker. Maynard also
helped attract players and recruit well in the sum-

; mer, chiefly midfield maestro Max Kretzschmar who
i was excellent until an timely hastring injury.

Between the sticks Sam Howes has arguably

i been the best keeper in the league, recording a

: save percentage of 79.63%, the 3rd highest in the
i league. He also ranks top in terms of prevented

i goals, preventing 4.67, a massive number which

i has no doubt won his side numerous points this

! season. Howes is a top keeper and has been cru-
: cial to Wealdstone's success.

i DVERALL STATS Chesterfield have had the most

: shots on goal but Dorking lead the way when it

: comes to shots on target, posting an impressive

i 43.80%. Ifit's goals you want then look no further

! than Dagenham & Redbridge where games involv-

! ing the Daggers have amassed an incredible 52

i goals up until Matchday 13, that's an average of

: four goals per game!

i TOP PERFORMING PLAYERS Top goalkeeper is

i Nathan Ashmore (Boreham Wood) (just ahead of
: Sam Howes of Wealdstone) with a save percentage
i of 78.85%. Right Centre Back: Jack Cook (Weald-
i stone) Cook wins a massive 81.94% of his defen-

: sive duels, 6th highest in the league, a testament

to his ability as a defender. Further-

more, he records 11.35 successful

defensive actions per 90, 25th most

in the league. Central Centre Back:

Omar Sowunmi (Bromley, left). When

he’s been in the side they've only

conceded more than two once, on

the opening day away to Wealdstone,
+ showing how crucial he has been.
Left Centre Back: Kyle Cameron
(Notts County)has played every single
minute for the side at the top, and wins
. 75.47% of his defensive duels. Right
Wing Back: Jeff King (Chesterfield).
Left Wing Back: Jacob Mendy (Wrex-
ham) boasts the highest defensive
duel win rate with 66.67%, and crosses

/
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3.5 times per 90 mins. Central Midfield: Darren Ol-

daker (Chesterfield) and Central Midfield: Ruben
Rodrigues (Notts County) who is the best creator in
the division with 1.84 shot assists per 90. Attack-
ing Midfield: James McShane (Dorking) Striker :
Paul Mullin (Wrexham) with 11 goals in his first 13
games is paired with Striker: Macaulay Langstaff
(Notts County) whose 15 goals in 13 games really
speaks for itself, a tally of 1.26 per 90mins.

Thank you, 2022 Neotts County Stats...
Richard - @notts_stats

i Tam - @tomhwilliams23 and
Colin - @Colin_Sisson
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PROUD TO SUPPORT
WEALDSTONE FC

Printers of Wealdstone’s award winning programme

ECO-FRIENDLY DIGITAL PRINT AND 4-COLOUR OFFSET

FAST SERVICE
NATIONWIDE DELIVERY
LOW PRICES

People For Print Ltd.

|0 Riverside Park

Sheffield S2 4BB
info@peopleforprint.co.uk

01142720915/ 07802 786000
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Transformlng‘- -
matchday |

" The Premier League Stadium Fund awards grants - .8 :
to clubs to support improvement of their stadium = -
facilities. Funding is available for clubs who play in: ok .
National Women's English ' _ '
League Football Football
System Pyramid League Clubs

Steps Tiers Promoted to 2, Premier League
l1tos 1to4 League Two /) Stadium

Fund

earch ‘Premier League Stadium Fund’ to find out more,




WEALDSTONE FC

A great way to celebrate an occasion or advertise your
organisation's support of Wealdstone, packages start
for fans with a donation of just £495 (for 4 people), and
for businesses at £595 + VAT for 4 people.

As match day sponsor you will enjoy:

» Match tickets for 4 people (inc. prime main stand
seats if required)

= A fantastic advertising package, including publicity

QUEENS PARK RANGERS

Wednesday, 20th July

MATCH SPONSORS 2022/2023

over the PA system, website and social media together
with a piece in the programme

* Boardroom, Gordon Bartlett Lounge or Main Hall hospital-
ity including a pre-match hot meal with wines and half-time
refreshments courtesy of in-house caterer Lynn Evans.

* Match-day programmes for all in your party.

* A dedicated table for you and your guests throughout
your stay.

Robert Barrett

> BROMLEY
Saturday, 6th August
Vanarama National League

Harrow Windows

FC HALIFAX TOWN

Saturday, 20th August
Vanarama National League

Ruislip Windows & Doors

YEOVIL TOWN
! Monday, 29th August
F Vanarama National League

Russell Grant, Patron of Weald-
stone FC & Middlesex Heritage

[ Wealdstone FC
| Supporters Club

% WOKING
" Sunday, 4th September
Vanarama National League

Keith Walklate

TORQUAY UNITED

Saturday, 17th September
Vanarama National League

Raine & Kevin Robb

SOUTHEND UNITED
Saturday, 24th September
Vianarama National League

Rolfe-East ‘

BOREHAM WOOD

Saturday, 8th October

Harrow Windows

Steve Ford's S0th

Vanarama National League

NOTTS COUNTY

Tuesday, 25th October
Vanarama National League

CHESTERFIELD

Tuesday, Bth November 2022
Vanarama National League

Ruislip Windows & Doors

Rolfe-East Richard Finch

Your name or
business here

WREXHAM

Saturday, 12th November
Vanarama National League

@ SCUNTHORPE UNITED
Saturday, 26th November
Vanarama National League

Rolfe-East H Michael Nutt

Keith Davies Optera Ltd

Sunde |.L




= Naming and presenting the ‘Man of the Match' award

* A souvenir memento of your day.

Our match sponsors and their guests are all entertained
in surroundings befitting such a special occasionbe it a
birthday, anniversary or any other special event!

We will work with you to ensure you and your guests get
to enjoy a truly memorable experience.

If you or your organisation are interested in sponsoring a match
here at The Vale, please email Club President, Paul Rumens
(paulrumens59@gmail.com) or call 07710 929692 to discuss.

Please note that we can accommodate multiple match sponsors and
tailor the experience to whatever your requirements are. (EG we can
cater for as many as 10, 20 or 30 people in your group.)

%  OLDHAM ATHLETIC

& Tuesday, 13th December
Vanarama Mational League

Rolfe-East

Your name or
business here

{’ﬁr@? MM&II!EH)HE&D UNITED Your name or Your name or |
LA A lanaay, ecember 1 E
M V\anarama National League business here business here
EASTLEIGH - In Memory of
> Saturday, 7th J Harrow Windows )
‘.f:nl.:lraan!"l'a Hatﬁll:'llgrl?eague JOhn 0 CD" ner
GATESHEAD B Your name or
Saturday, 28th J Rob Millington ;
- Uanarraar‘:;a Haﬁnallinalllalrzagua business here
¢ < DAGENHAM & REDBRIDGE
C-~7  Saturday, 4th February Coach Forever Ltd ‘ Lower Mead 4
Vanarama National League
iz4 YORK CITY : : Your name or
?. ¥ Saturday, 18th Feb Oldfield Construction Ltd : |
e v:nl::raan{a Natlnllarlufggue e I business here
~ ALTRINGCHAM : . Your name or I
e ) Raine & Kevin Robb ;
-« Saturday, 4th Feb ¥
St ‘J::::lrai::;n :{ntiu-nna:lalr.l;anus |_ — = A business here
MAIDSTONE UNITED Your name or
Tuesday, 7th March ‘ Rolfe-East

Vanarama National League

business here

Saturday, 25th March
Vanarama National League

BARNET ‘

Your name or

Harrow Windows biicinss hera

ALDERSHOT TOWN

Saturday, 1st April
Vanarama Mational League

SOLIHULL MOORS

Tuesday 10th April
Vanarama National League

Your name or
business here

Your name or
business here

Your name or
business here

Your name or
business here

DORKING WANDERERS

Saturday, 22nd April
Vanarama Mational League

Your name or

Rolfe-East business here




REWIND

64 years on..
mud, sweat
and tears as
Stones beat
Rlillits“ Manor

e Valel

ON THIS DAY &

Saturday October 22 1958, FA
Amateur Cup 1st Qualifying
Round replay: Ruislip Manor 0
Wealdstone 4

oday we go even further
back in time than usual... to :
almost before | was born!

It's funny how footballing issues :
barely change with the passing
of the years and Stones fans this
autumn day 64 years ago will
have reflected on three fortunate
penalty awards that changed the
course of the season.

Ruislip Manor FC, 1958, was a
rather different place to today’s
Vale - just two low-lying stands
and a scaffolding pole fence :
around the pitch - but some 1,800
people ‘lined the entire ground’

i
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CARRBE L

: for this FA Cup replay according
¢ to the Harry O report.

Athenian League high-fliers

i Wealdstone considered them-

selves a hit lucky to still be in
the Amateur Cup after trailing

i the Spartan Leaguers 2-0 until

the last few minutes of the first
game at Lower Mead. Then
Charlie Sells bagged a goal out of

{ nowhere, and with time running
i out his cross from the right was
i handled by the Manor full-back

i and the offence flagged by the

i linesman... although the referee
: seemed unaware of it. Much like
¢ Southend’s match-winning

i penalty here a few weeks agol!

John Moran rattled in the spot

¢ kick and the fans heaved a sigh

Ty A
AT

for one of his hat-trick of goals In a 5-2 win over local rivals Harrow Town In October 1957. This ne
doubt sparked Harrow's thirst for revenge when they beat us the following season, as mentioned



| |\ o

and the surviving skeleton a! the maln s!and with
a couple of tiny dugouts for the managers as_:f subs -

App;‘enﬂy the walkway around the ground was =
made up of wooden escalator steps: the Manor's
one-time chairman Charlie Gregoty work '

London Underground!

s

of relief... and huge smiles.
Only the previous week Stones
had been 1-0 down at home

to Hayes in the FA Cup when
Moran smashed in TWO penal-
ties to snatch a 2-1 win... and
again the decisive decision was
handball, flagged by an alert
linesman. Maybe the same fine
fellow? His name was never
mentioned!

And what probably made it
worse for the disgruntled Hayes
fans in the 2,500 crowd was that
they felt they were robbed of
victory by the conditions a week
earlier.... for this game was a
replay of a game abandoned
due to heavy rain with just ten
minutes remaining and Hayes
leading 4-1!

They argued that that the
game should never have started
on the glue pot Lower Mead

N

i the Stones v Newport County FA |
i Trophy semi final here in 2012,

his Manor side was in its
first season of Spartan

League football after being
‘promoted’ from the London

i League. This was in the days

: before promotion and relegation
: in the non League game and

i clubs would lobby for a move

: into a higher-rated league until

; finally elected ...
i Wealdstone had to wait another
: six years until being allowed to
{ join the lofty Isthmian League

: ranks in 1964.

which is why

Those next half dozen years

: were to be dogged by some

i miserable cup results and

: maybe the worst of these was

i to follow two rounds later: A

i 3-2 home defeat by Harrow

i Town (soon to become Harrow
i Borough). Arrghh! And we even

missed a penalty this time as

i former Stones keeper George

i Wood plunged to deny Charlie

: Townsend (taking up the mantle
i from the injured Moran) from the
i spot. Octogenarian Charlie will

i probably be at the game today

: in his club ambassador role so

i ask him about it!

! WHAT HAPPENED NEXT?

Sandwiched between the

i Manor replay win and the Har-

i row defeat came an FA Cup 4th
: Qual Rd exit to the semi profes-
i sionals of Headington United at
i Lower Mead in front of a 5,000

! prowd. .
lose 2-0 to a side destined for

i the Football League (as Oxford
: United) within the next few

i years.

really no disgrace to

So now we could concentrate

i onthe league, and chasing

pitch, and why wait until the 80th CONZD DVERE St —~
minute to call it off when . —! : Lett
conditions had been ap- T Right WEALDSTONE  (Blue & White)
palling all the way through? Ted Culver P
It's nice to think we had a 2 Arthur Ash g
™ bit of good fortune 64 years 4. Charlie Towasend 5. Derck Kay R
| ago. 7. John Matthews 8 Charlie Sells 9. Mat Farrell 10, Jobn Moran e
Anyway, back to the M'"" Me. 3. Gouid
replay at The Vale and it s a 48D, W. Ram
se%mys itwas abitofastroll | N° 1672 . Mesirt. J: B o an. o
for the Stones (after the S CHewsrd 8 P.Mamn X oty
scare of the first game) in |l. G. Farrimond 10 G. A. Clack : = i i
front of a packed Vale crowd & T.Cunningham g 2 J. 0. Ambler
; that wouldn't be bettered 3. P. M. Harrington
= until over 2,000 attended gyt Right |
! RUISLIP MANOR (White)

Above: The Siones’ home programme displays the Cup line-ups in the usual ‘W' formation



REWIND

CONTINUED

FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

serial Athenian League champions Barnet. For
some reason amateur football didnt really like the
Bees - hence why their annual application to join
the Isthmians was always rejected and others ac-
cepied - and losing both league games to the Herts
side didn't help our cause.

Yet in May 1959 it seemed the Stones were on
the brink of repeating our title success of 1952.
Going into the last three games we were two points
ahead of Barnet and a 3-0 win over Hitchin on FA
Cup Final day made us favourites - extraordinarily,
that game kicked off at 6pm and a game had taken
place on the Lower Mead ‘turf’ earlier that day!
{imagine our groundstaff team allowing that to hap-
pen today).

ATV All-Stars Xl including Alfie Bass, Lonnie
Donegan and Mike & Bernie Winters (good grief)
took on Frankie’s Vaughan's Boys Club XI with
highlights on the BBC as part of the pre match en-
tertainment before the Nottingham Forest v Luton
Cup Final. Chelsea manager Tommy Docherty
was referee and commentary was provided by Mr
Wrestling himself, Kent Walton. Follow that!

The Stones could have won the title the next
Wednesday evening against Carshalton but the
big Lower Mead crowd were left frustrated by a
0-0 draw... Barnet had also drawn the same night
which left a final-day scenario of Stones needing
just a point from their last game at mid-table Sutton
United - or even a 1-0 defeat would be enough to
win on goal difference.

Imagine the anguish among the many coach-
loads of Wealdstone fans who made that May 9 trip
south of the river only 1o end up losing 3-2, allowing
Barnet - who scraped to victory in their own tense
last game - to win the fitle by 1/25th of a goal.

So a memorable season. But sadly, not in a good
way.,

Interestingly (to Notts fans mainly), that 1959
Cup Final saw the first recorded mention of
football fans coltoning onto popular media
with an adopted chant. The Forest fans sung
the theme tune of the ‘Robin Hood’ TV series
to mueh merriment from the erowd. Forest
won the game 2-1 despite finishing with nine
men due to serious injuries (no subs in those
days)... they were indeed ‘feared by the bad
and loved by the good’

But County fans probably weren't even
watching!
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Days we faced §
Dunstable twice
in two weeks...
for a combined =
attendance of
a pathetic 106!

Tuesday Oclober 25 1993, Dr Martens
League cup 1st rd 2nd leg: Dunstable 3
Wealdstone 3 (Stones wen 4-3 on agg)

as there ever a more depressing time
Wto be a Wealdstone fan?

Twenty nine years ago the club was in
the Dr Martens Southern League southern sec-
tion, groundsharing at Yeading FC having just
quit the ruinous two year agreement at Watford
where it was thought crowds couldn’t get any
smaller.

Then 61 people tumed up for a League Cup
tie with Dunstable.

As programme editor Roy Couch pointed out
the following week, thank goodness the game
hadn't been played (as originally scheduled)
the previous week when England faced Holland
in a World Cup qualifier!

But it was no laughing matter. The Stones
were second bottom of the table on four points
from 11 games - with only pointiess Dunstable
below them on zero. And for Dunstable it really
was pointless: they had already given notice to
quit the league for financial reasons and would
be heading off to the United Counties League
at the end of the season.

Even if things were desperate on the field
the fans could always be relied on to turn up in
numbers .... Until now. Roy couch wrote openly
and abjectly about this, the clubs first-ever sub-
100 attendance for a first team match, eclipsing

Right: The previous season we'd groundshared at Watford (capacity 22,000) and
were now at 1,500 The Warren. We weren’t exacily close to filling either venue.

Also above: Graham Smith’s report of the Dunstable game in the Harrow Observer




the pathetic 121 who had turned
up for another league cup game
with Cambridge city at Vicarage
Road.

And although only one club
would be relegated following
Dunstable's decision, he ad-
dressed the thorny question of
where would Wealdstone go if we
were fall through the trap door.

Every option was unappealing.

The feeder leagues were the
Hellenic League (Oxfordshire
based), the United counties
League (Northants based), or the
Wessex, Sussex or Kent Leagues.
Only the Hellenic League was a
possible starter and the travel-
ling costs would be similar to the
Southern League.

Of course, in the end the club
finished one place above the drop
zone (thanks to Dunstable), tot-
tered on the next season and then
took voluntary
demotion to
the Isth-
mian League in §
1995. Although
we'd dropped
five divisions
from our Con-

' Two goal ‘hero’ of the

: ference status of the late 1980s it
: was a move that saved the club.

ut back to 1993! You must
be anxious to hear about

the Dunstable game! The

i pitiful 81 erowd had been at

i Yeading’s Warren ground for the
; first leg that ended in a 1-0 win

i thanks to Colin Kinnear’s sole

: goal for the club and a Dunstable
i missed penalty.

Life memberships should have

i been handed out to those in at-

i tendance that dark and gloomy

i night... and a bonus voucher for

: those who made up the crowd of

: FORTY FIVE for the second leg at
i Creasey Park on this day exactly

i 29 years ago. Yes, even less!

Famously, that gloom was large-

i ly down to the Dunstable flood-

i lights conking out midway through
: the game and Siones centre

i back Mick Garrett (an electrician)

. coming to the
rescue. He must
be football's
second-best

! remembered

% sparky after Stu-
' art Pearce )

-

Unhappy days.
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COME AND SUPPORT
7 WATFORD FC WOMEN
Al GROSVENOR VALE
THIS SEASON

JUST £1 FOR WEALDSTONE FC SEASON TICKET HOLDERS!

st

PURCHASE TICKETS NOW AT TICKETS.WATFORDFC.COM




Find Your .
At Vanarama

New
Lease Your Brand
Electric Car Today & Get

¢) FREE Home Chargeé Point’
@ FREE & Fast UK Delivery
o Lowest Price Guaranteed

NARAMA.COM

T free Home Charge Foint offer applies to sll new =aies an battery slectric vans & cars from 090720 onwards. ‘ Va n a ra ' I l a

Terms and conditions apply. **The Yanarama Price Promise guarantess you the best price or we'll give you a £100 reward card Find Your New Lease OF Life
iFyou find a cheaper like-for-like guote. Exelucis manafacturer quates. For full erms and canditions please see our vebsite:

fastorama UK Lid Begistersd in England and Wales with registered nismber 051 37709, Segist ered office: Autorarma UK L, Mayfands Avenue, Hemel Hempstead, HP2 71E, United Kingorn,
Vararama, Yanarama Cars Yenarama Short Term leasing, Vanarama Insurance Services and Pickup Truchs Direct are frading styles of Autcrama UK Ltd vwio ee authorised and regulated by the
Fimancial Concuct Authority [FCA) Qur FCA Registier number is 630748 Wi are registered with the 100 (|C0 Registration Number 29535254 VAT nuimber GRAI2814720. Autorama UK Ltd isa
Credit Broker not a Lender, we can introduce you to & selected group of Lenders: All products are subject to credit acceptance. We do not cumently deliver 1o Morther |reland.



WEALDSTONE FC

BALL DONORS 2022/2023

A traditional package for businesses (from £225 + vat) or fans (E180) for two people
that will give you the satisfaction of knowing you have paid for the ball that Wealdstone
FC are banging into the net (or out of the ground!).

As match ball donor you will enjoy:

1 2 x Match tickets

| Prime seats in the main stand if required

| Publicity over the PA system and via the official club website and social media
| Captains Lounge hospitality with refreshments & snacks.

| 2 x match-day programmes

| A fabulous autographed team ball.

If you or your organisation are interested in donating the match ball for a home match
then please contact Club President, Paul Rumens on OT710 929692 or at
paulrumens 59 @gmail.com

*All above subject to current COVID restrictions.

s T
Vanarama National League
¢+ FC HALIFAX TOWN Taby Jackeon (Lapeis)
g Vanarama National League
“ia” YEOVIL TOWN Duncan & Sandra Towell Sardi's
: -- ; Vanarama National League in memory ni Arthur Hngers Law Firm

WOKING Mike & Val Weston

Vanarama Natlonal League

M TORQUAY UNITED

Vanarama National League

SOUTHEND UNITED

y¢ Vamarama National League

BOREHAM WO0D Nick Woolford
Vanarama National League

NOTTS COUNTY The Rawden Family
Vanarama National League

In Memory of Kat Kelly




WRE)(HAM

In Memory of
Y Kat Kelly
ABYy SGUNTHDHPE UNI'I'EIJ m
_ IJLDHAM ATHLETIG
, : Roy Couch & Graham Glark

EASTI.EIGH

= GATESHEAD Clark

¥ DAENHAM & REDBRIDGE

N ALTIIINGI-IAM

mnmsmns UNITED
e
e

e

ALDEHSHOT TDWN

SOLIHUI.I. Moons W
IJORKIHG WANDEREHS
-y : No Longer With Us
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Official Partners of
The National League

D

vanarama
NATIONAL LEAGUE

UNIBET
(BT)sporr
Broadcast Partner Betting Partner

THE NATIONAL —
LOTTERY £

Learning Partner Community Partner Technical Partner

_2522 Pitchero

Website Partner

Advertising Partner




APPEARMNCES ©~ 2022/2003

CORRECT VANARAMA FA FA MIDDLESEX TOTALS WEALDSTONE
AS AT NATIONAL cup TROPHY CHARITY CAREER
2110} LEAGUE cup
A S G A S G A S G A S G A S G A S G

Akinola, Simeon 1 1 1 1 2 2 | 2 2
Allarakhia, Tarryn 12 1 1 1 | [ T | | 30 2 5
Barrett, Mason 6 1 1 6 2 6 2
Browne, Rhys * 0 3 7 10 3 7 | 30 13 13
Charles, Ashley 12 1 13 % 15 1
Cook, Jack 12 2 1 13 2 | 55 6
Dyer, Alex 2 3 1 3 3 173 29 35
Elerewe, Ayodeji 1 1 | 12 | 12
Ferguson, Nathan 13 K] 30 1
Habergham, Sam n 1 1 12 1 | 2 1
Howes, Sam 13 | 14 21
Hutchinson, Dominic 9 4 1 | | 10 4 | 10 4
Kinsella, Lewis 2 3 2 3 2 3
Kretzschmar, Max - 8§ 1 1 | g8 1 1
McGregor, Giovanni 1 1 1 1 1 1
Mongoy, Jordy 1 1 | 1
Mundle-Smith, Jaydn 4 2 1 5 2 29 9 2
Napa, Malachi 2 7 2 7 | 2 7
Obiero, Micah 1 1 1
Olomola, Olufela 8 1 2 1 2 9 1 4 | 9 1 4
Sesay, David 8 1 8 4 8 7

v S

.ik




WEALDSTONE FC

KIT DONORS

2022/ 2023

" - L il —iem, =-. " ¥ ::. == .
ST =-. e : . -
- iy — - -

3 !—H-! § * - .|-
W _&- }4 &

Stuart MAYNARD Matty SAUNDERS Rachel HILL Michael OWEN
G0 e 68 ©® GO c® 060 ©®
S oW W -m -m ==
- - - m-- . -

Rhys BROWNE Deji ELEREWE Tarryn ALLARAKHIA . Brett ﬁHERNE
16.11.95 | 1.75m 14.9.03 | 1.91m 171097 | 1.75m
P . e e mm
el g - ; $ o oL - S mm ' E
A : --.
yh% "
s :
- o iaY >’ N
Jack COOK Alex DYER Olufela OLOMOLA Ashley CHARLES
O 69915n 0D OO 159012600 QD O 50971170 O 15.9.99 | 1,75m
o mE S o -l y
' EE = mm ::
a ' « ‘ '
| B V w - X
Lewis KINSELLA David SESAY Max KRETZSCHMAR Nathan FERGUSON
29.94 | 175m OO0 500 15:n QO OO 20217 OO0 O 1210551730 OO
WEALDSTONE FC TRUST JAMES KLARFELD STUART KANE




Sam HOWES
Q8 01197 1.90m OO

TONY & PETER DREW

e L3 |
e --.

D

Mason BARRETT
24999 | 1.9m w

ACADEMY

T

{
5.

Gio McGREGOR
00 -159176m GO

TERRY STERN

Elijah HEARN
w 18998 | 1.84m m

MIKE & VAL WESTON

2 --
< s
o
Sam HABERGHAM

0 20910 OO

BARRY BENVENISTE

CS = Coaching Staff
GK = Goalkeeper

CB = Centre Back

RB = Right Back

LB = Left Back

DM = Defensive Midfid
RM = Right Midfield
LW = Left Winger

RW = Right Winger

CF = Centre Forward

e mm = mm
m.m -
-
Dom HUTCHINSON Malachi NAPA
O 7101 oD 26599 | 165m
: - -
| h
X 4:“ L
N ¢ ho)
Jaydn MUNDLE-SMITH  Dante BAPTISTE
001729 1=5n@O0 @ 2000

@STONESCASTBS ALAN COUCH

Alex DYER
w 11.6.90 | 1.80m m

HILLCREST GROUP

o (g

Malachi NAPA

.95 | 1.65m

Nathan FERGUSON

121085 | 1.78m

JIM KANE

A\
Jaydn MUNDLE-SMITH

SARAH GOWDY

Dom HUTCHINSON
17.11.01

TECTRA
TECHNOLOGIES LTD

Rhys BROWNE

16.11.9¢

RAY CORNER

1.75m




TESTERFIELD o

Next &

at The Chesterfield Wrexham Scunthorpe oran enaas

National League

UnItEd fixtures:
. : 5 £12 admission for
National League National League National League EFL or Premier

Tuesday Saturda Saturd S
8th November 12th November 26th Noember,  CleIoiersand
T:45pm 3:00pm 3:00pm el T
VANARAMA NATIONAL
LEAGUE PREMIER ALL HOME AWAY RESULTS

TABLE @23/10/22 P LFA PWD PW DL F A GDPIS (H (A
1 Notts County 14 34 13 (] B 3 9 10 21 33

2 Wrexham “ 39 16 6 27 8 | 12 8 23 30

3 Chesterfield 14 28 20 15 B 10 8 27|

4 Boreham Wood 1 21 13 9 | 12 4 8 26

5 Solihull Moors 14 30 16 18 2 9 14 25

6 Bromley 1 22 16 1 1 14 6 24 32
7 Woking 14 25 15 13 2 9 10 23 1
8 York City 15 © 1 8 1 7 5 22|

9 Southend United 14 15 1 9 6 7 4 20

10 Barnet 14 29 33 13 | 16 22 -4 20 |

11 Dorking Wanderers 14 27 31 10 15 -4 20

12 Wealdstone 14 7 9 -1 19 |

13 Eastleigh 14 18 8 4 3 19

14 Dagenham & Redbridge 15
15 Maidenhead United 14

8 -8 19|
12 -4 17

Nmmmmnhmhmmmmmmmm-a-a-a-lm\oa =
PO WO =MW EMNEERENMNU LENWRWUWWW o
b
=

NN O NE N D NN MO~~~
BWNWNLAW=WN=-=ODNMNNNRNNOoOOoORMNS o T
=
-
N NN N NOE NN~~~ 0
- =R = NWWONMN SO WMNMN =0 N WW N

O~ OO~ =0U U OO B U1 WU B P —
SNN="RNWWNAMWARLBMNMBALBWARUM AN
WM BW==Ww=MNMNMNWUMNMNOMNMNOMNEWDO—
-
=~
AV EmNpYogoEgaiga~NoNn~NOg
N = =0 = === =M= =WwwWwMNWwi wi
B B O W L B P B LU LN LD B B DWW WD = P~

B
15 7
24 7
14 6
16 Oldham Athletic 14 16 22 14 | 2 9 -6 16
17 Altrincham 14 22 28 n 1 20 -6 15
18 Halifax Town 14 H 20 6 5 1 -9 15 1-0
19 Aldershot Town 14 19 23 13 6 10 -4 14
20 Yeovil Town 14 2 16 7 [ 5 9 -4 13 0-0
21 Gateshead 14 17 23 1 6 10 -6 12 1-0
22 Maidstone United 14 7 33 8 9 24 -6 12 | b |
23 Scunthorpe United 14 v 29 12 7 14 -0 0
24 Torquay United 14 13 27 9 4 1 -4 1011
DAGENHAM & REDBRIDGE b f
4 ]
L J Wealdstone FC's
+ + first team travel
is sponsored
stones n"ﬁ:&s*‘ OSFII:O. specia:gts
in the supply of

Dagenham Mrincham  YorkCity ™"
on the s Redoidge '

National League National League National League ggﬂfﬂ;:ﬂf
St Taostls Saturdav ub often runs
roa 29th October 15t November 19th November f:'::e'r'ts::ucrmh
3:00pm 7:45pm 3:00pm away games.
www.Daggers.co.uk www.aftrinchante.com YorkCityFootballClub. co.uk Check online for

@Dag_RedFC @AltrinchamFC @YorkCityFC Tull details.



Official Sponsors of
Wealdstone FC

pFlewis

Maintaining Excellence

GPF Lewis s an awand winning national contractor providing
Construction, Mainbenance & Facilities managément Services

gpflewis.co.uk




= HOW THEY TODAY €

WEALDSTONE &5, NOTTS COUNTY

] Royal Blue/White/White u Lavender/Grey/Lavender
G Dante-Astor BAPTISTE 1 1Sam SLOCOMBE G

JackCOOK 2 | | 2 Richard BRINDLEY
Lewis KINSELLA 3 3 Joel TAYLOR
Ashley CHARLES 4 | | 4 Kyle CAMERON
Ayodeji ELEREWE 5 5 Connell RAWLINSON
Mason BARRETT6 | | 7 Kairo MITCHELL
Tarryn ALLARAKHIA 7 _| | 6 Jim O'BRIEN
Nathan FERGUSON 2 _ | | 8 Sam AUSTIN
Olufela OLOMOLA © | | | © Macaulay LANGSTAFF
David SESAY 11 | 10 Quevin DE CASTRO
Giovanni McGREGOR 12 | | | 11 Aaron NEMANE
G Sam HOWES 13 | |_| 12 Teirnan BROOKS ¢
Micah OBIERO 14 | | | 12 Brad YOUNG &
Elijah HEARN 15 | | | 14 Ed FRANCIS
Dominic HUTCHINSON 17 | | | 15 Aden BALDWIN
Alex DYER 18 | | | 16 Geraldo BAJRAI
Malachi NAPA 19 | | | 17 Frank VINCENT
Simeon AKINOLA 20 | | | 18 Matt PALMER
Jordy MONGOY 21 | | | 19 Cedwyn SCOTT e
Max KRETZSCHMAR 22 | | | 20 Reuben de Rocha RODRIGUES

Jaydn MUNDLE-SMITH23 | | 21 Tobi ADEBAYO-ROWLING
Sam MATTHEWS 25 | | 22 Luther MUNAKANDAFA
Sam HABERGHAM 28 = | 23 Adam CHICKSEN
Tecane SHROWDER 29 | |
G Eric NEGRARU 30 | | |

RESULT: WEALDSTONE NOTTS COUNTY

Elliott Swallow Jack Oxenham and Karl Sear =
Elliott Spencer k ,,
__________________ Michael Russell Neale Barry i
1) Rolfe-East 2) Richard Finch ‘
* The Rawden Family

- niGA
Main club sponsor: g p F I ew | s“’




