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HOW THEY LINE UP TODAY

WEALDSTONE * EBBSFLEET UNITED £ MATCH
ROYAL BLUE/WHITE/WHITE RED/WHITE/RED OFFICIALS
G Dante-Astor BAPTISTE | ‘Tjj I Mark COUSINS G REFEREE
Jack COOK®2 | | | 2 Luke O’'NEILL
Charlie BARKER3 || 3 Joe MARTIN
Ashley CHARLES 4 | | | 4 Josh WRIGHT
AlexDYERS5 [ | | 5Jack WAKELY
Mason BARRETT 6 | | | 6 Franklin DOMI
Tarryn ALLARAKHIA7 | | | 7 Omari STERLING- JAMES
Nathan FERGUSON8 [ | | 8 Ouss CISSE
Olufela OLOMOLA® | | | 9 Rakish BINGHAM
Max KRETZSCHMAR 10 [ | | 10 Craig TANNER
Corie ANDREWS 11 [_| | 1l Darren McQUEEN
Giovanni McGREGOR 12 | | | 12 Chris HAIGH G
GJedWARD I3 | | | 13 Harrison FIRTH G
Micah OBIERO 14 | || | 14 Dominic POLEON
Luke DREHER 16 | | | 15 Greg CUNDLE
Dominic HUTCHINSON 17 | || 16 Franklin DOMI
Charlie CLAYDEN 19 [ ][ ] 17 Toby EDSER
SamBOWEN22 [ | | 18 Alfie EGAN
Jaydn MUNDLE-SMITH 23 [ | | 19 Matthias FANIMO
Sean ADARKVWA 27 | | | 20 Chris SOLLY
Tahvon CAMPBELL 29 [ || | 21 Nathan ODOKONYERO
Joe CULLIS36 | | | 22 Ben CHAPMAN
1 23 Hayden WHITE
| | 24 David AMOO
|| 25 Shaquile COULTHIRST
) 26 Haydn HOLLIS

]
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TODAY’S RESULT
WEALDSTONE | || EBBSFLEET
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bench and sparked the revival against Dagenham in our last home
shirtito our ex-player Nikola Tavares PICTURE: JON TAFFEL

Stones’ Sean Adarkwa came off the
game... although he nearly lost his




26 The Bishops Avenue
High End Residential New Build

By Mark Hyde

Written in Stone g D,

.‘a ‘
HER GAME TOO the clubs ambassador P I~ (
Nicola Brown and also
Welcome back to Grosvenor vale for our ; Eobsfleet’s ambassador

first ever dedicated ‘Her game too’ Ratielagells :
fixture. If you are with us this afternoon as a result of

today's promotion, Welcome and we sincerely hopo
you enjoy the YVealdstone experience and that we
 see you again in the near future.
On a more general football
front we will all be hoping to

= #HER get some more points on the

(c¥:N 4| =8 boardaftera short barren spell
though this will be far from
easy against an experienced
and well funded opponent.

‘We are, it goes without
saying (though I'm saying it) as
always in need of your financial
help and details of March / Ball & Player sponsorships
can be found fater in this issue.

Finally, thanks to todays match sponsors, the ever
supportive Rolfe East.

1 think its fair to say that over the years and even
in the dark old days, VWealdstone has prided itself
on having a slightly more diverse and inclusive fan
base than many, and its
certainly true to say we have
had some very strong Female |
figures amongst our number. )

Over more recent years the % TOO
club has done an outstanding ;
job of integrating itself into the
LIRS INTTTENE RO CUR FOOTBALL IS A GAME FOR ALL|
seen a significant increase in -- . ¥ g
our regular home support and
noticeably amongst female supporters.

There is of course much more that can be done
to improve the game for all of fan base but today
we are focusing on the fantastic ‘Her game Too"
initiative with further insight later in this issue from

#Believe

Marlk

PAUL SPRINGATE 11/03/1945 - 23/08/2023

? p 30 ] Paul was a life long Wealdstone fan who started attending matches when he was a
; . small boy with his dad.
Wea!dstone FC His support continued with home and away games throughout the years until he was able to share this
with his own children.
Paul had four children, Dominic, Charlotte, Emily and Blake and was a husband to his wife Dee. Domink
and Charlotte have fond memories of going to games with their dad as children.

| In recent years Paul wasn’t able to make the games in person but followed the team devotedly, always
asking us to go online and check the scores and was always tuned in to Soccer Saturday trying to catch the
‘Updates.
Sadly Paul passed away on 23rd August. Even in his final days he was checking the scores and was pleased
1 with the 99th minute winner in the last game when luckily a friend posted the goal on social media, which

we were pleased to be able to show him.

~ MATCH SPONSOR |

T ROLFE EAST
B u l I d l n g Exce l I e n c e Rolfe East are an established independent Property Agency with offices ROIfe

in West London covering your sales and lettings needs. Experienced

GPF Lewis is an award winning national contractor providing

Construction, Maintenance & Facilities management services teams also focus on Land, Development and Commercial opportunities
H and can be contacted on

g p ﬂ eWiS co.u k WWW.ROLFE-EAST.COM 0208 579 4080
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01895 637487
HONOURS SINCE 1950

LEAGUE TITLES

195171952
1973/1974
198171982
1881 /1982
1984 /1985
1986 /1997
201372014
2019 /2020

Athenian League

Southern League Divisicn Cne South
Southern League Southern Division
Southern League Champicnship

National League Premier (Gola Leagus)

Isthmian League Division Three
Isthmian League Premier Division
National League South

NATIONAL CUPS

1965 / 1966
1984 / 1985

FA Amateur Gup
FA Trophy

LEAGUE CUPS

1981 /1982

Southern League Cup

MIDDLESEX COUNTY CUPS

1958 /1959
1962 / 1963
1964 / 1965
1967 /1968
1984 /1985
2003 /2004
2010/2011

Senior Cup
Senior Cup
Senior Cup
Senicr Cup
Senior Cup
Charity Cup
Charity Cup

NON TITLE-WINNING PROMOTIONS
1997 / 1998 Isthmian League Division 2 (3rd)

1998 / 1999 Isthmian League Division 1 {3rd,annulie
2003 7 2004 Isthmian League Premier Division

The legal name of Wealdstone
Football Club is Wealdstone
Football Club (2000) Ltd
(Registered Number 03953962).
Shares in excess of 10% are
held by Peter Marsden Property
Finance Ltd & Wealdstone FC

Supporters Club

People are only allowed entry to The Vale on match days subject to the following rules and regulations:

1) The club reserves the right to eject from the ground any person who is considered to have committed any of the following acts:
« Entering the ground through any means other than through the tumnstiles or entrances
« Entering the field of play before, during or after a game without prior authorisation

« Being drunk, or under the influence of alcohel or drugs « Using violence of any nature

- Carrying items which may be considered a danger to others, including cans, bottles, or glasses containing alcoholic beverages
»Throwing any article onto the field of play - Climbing floedlight pylons, fences, stands or any structure or building

« Using obscene or bad language likely to cause offence to others « Hitting the side or back panels of the Bulla stand

2) No spectator ball games.

3) The consumption of alcohalic drinks is permitted INSIDE the social club bar, garden and boardroom areas.
4) Vehicles parked on the Grosvenor Vale site are at the owners'risk,
5) Wealdstone Football Club supports the FA's campaign on pyrotechnics (e.g. flares and smoke bombs). Any misuse of such items
in and around the Ground will result in those responsible being asked to leave the ground and, in line with football autharity
guidance, may result in a report to the Police, potential prosecution and a ban from the Club of up to three years. 6) No

Smaking or Vaping inside the ground.

Wealdstone FC Board of Directors
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RORY FITZGERALD

Good afternoon and
welcome back to the
Vale. Today we warmly
welcome all the Ebbsfleet
officials, supporters,
players and management
to this afternoons
Vanarama National League game.

[Few teams in football have a more interesting
recent history than our opponents today Ebbsfleet.
I'hey became famous te most football fans in 2007,
whan taken over by the website MyFootballClub
with members having a vote on player selection,
transfers, and all major club decisions, Nowadays
they are under Kuwaiti ownership and significant
investment has gone into the club as i¢has run up:
losses of well over £1m each year for the last few
yoars, |t is therefore no surprise to see Ebbsfleet up
towards the top of the table a position they are
oxpected to remain for most of the season,

I'his is our first dedicated “Her Game Too”
fixture a voluntary campaign which aims to raise
awareness and educate others on the importance
ol inclusivity and diversity in sport and tackle head
on sexism in football. A special thanks to our very
own Her Game Too ambassador Nicola Brown
who has coordinated the event and you can read
more about the aims and cbjectives of the campaign
lator in the programme.

It.is a great pity that financial preblems continue
(o dominate the headlines in our division. There are
cur)ently grave concerns that Southend current
{inancial problems may signal the end for-a club with
stich a long history. Of course, we know these
difficulties only too well ourselves. It is the principal
I'enson we as your board of directors have given
our overriding focus to ensuring financial stability
and sustainability,

Nothing else comes close to this —whether that
o the new stadium, an extended lease at
Girosvenor Yale, National League survival or even
promotion, vital those all these are to the future of
the club,

As a board of directors, we are aligned in
ensuring that the club develops and grows ina
sustainable manner. This means supporting the
management team with a playing budget which the
club can afford and in no way jeopardises the future
of the club for short term success on the pitch.

But we must temper outright ambition with
reality, and we have no right to gamble our future

From the Chairman

on your behalf chasing the dream.

Yes — there will always be differing views on team
selection and tactics, but these must be setin the
overall context, just ask Southend.

For us it’s been an exciting but mixed start to the
seascn, some of the football played through periods
of games has been excellent and there is a sense of
disappointment that we have only 8 points at this
stage of the season.

The summer for any football club is a busy
period, on the playing side the most important
business was delivered early with Stuart and Matt
committing their future to the club and many the
squad retained. As chairman I need to ensure Stuart
starts the season with the players he wants, and |
know he's happy with the current squad, with its
exciting blend of experience and youth, as always,
we are keeping a close eye on the loan market to
see how the squad can be enhanced. Ve also saw
our goalkeeper Sam Howes get a move into EFLI
with Leyton Orient and of course we wish him all
the best.

Preseason went well, EFL teams Charlton, Milton
Keynes, AFC Wimbledon and VWycombe all came
to the Vale for preseason friendlies, the squad went
into the Yanarama National League season well
prepared with nearly all the squad being fully fit.
Our thoughts however, go to Luke Dreher who
was so unlucky to break his arm just a few hours
after signing a contract with the club. Luke is back
doing light training and look forward to seeing him
back in a V¥ealdstone shirt in not the near distant
future.

We are delighted with the addition of the new
Media Centre, and we thank Watford FC YWomen
for their financial contribution towards it. Watford
FC Women were able to complete their first
season at the Vale by clinching promotion to the
Womens Champienship and they are now signed
up fora further three seasons subject to Grosvenor
Vale being up to the standard for the league
Watford are playing in. If you enjoyed the VWomens
World Cup then do come along to Vale on Sundays

‘to watch some top level womens football, entry

remains heavily discounted for Wealdstone FC
season ticket holders.

The stadium passed all the usual league, police
and local authority inspections over the summer
and we also managed to change our ticketing
system in a seamless manner. You will have seen
around the Vale new stadium information clearly

outlining what will not be tolerated in the stadium.,
Ve have a zero-tolerance policy on anti-social
behaviour, the use of pyrotechnics along with any
form of discrimination. We are a family cluband a
welcoming environment for all. Problems are few
and far between at the Vale, but we have in recent
months had to issue banning orders to a small
number of individuals who seemed intend on
causing problems with opposition fans. If you see
anything that you believe is inappropriate behaviour,
please report it to a steward, club official or a police
officer.

My vision when | took over as Chairman was to
see Wealdstone FC as much more thanjusta first
team, and we are playing an ever-expanding role in
the community. This is most visible in our
partnership with Hillingdon Council where we were
delighted to be selected to host a Holiday Activity
and Food programme over both Easter and the
Summer. As you probably know by now, the HAF
programme gives children from under privileged
backgrounds access to activities, hot meals and
healthy eating education over the school holidays.
Supporters that may have popped into the Vale
during the three weeks of the summer camp would
have been fascinated to see Grosvenor Vale turned
into a medium sized primary school with around
100 children on site each day. VWhat was really
pleasing was to see was how the club came together
to facilitate the camp, from the Wealdstone Youth
in promoting the event, the management team of
The Vale facilitating the children to have full use of
the facilities, and of course the first team players
who gave up their time to coach and inspire some of
the children: Charlie Barker, Max Kretzschmar,
Tarryn Allarakhia, Gio McGregor, Dante Baptiste,
Jayden Mundle-Smith and Nathan Ferguscn all got
involved and | thank them for that. Ve counted
around 30 children from the camp at the game
against Dagenham & Redbridge on Bank Holiday
Monday, visiting the club on matchday for the very
first time.

Many of our successful community efforts
intreduced last season:will continue and we plan
again to give away up to 2k free tickets to local
school children as part of our “tickets for schools
initiative”, we will continue to welcome displaced
Ulcrainian families to the Vale and the “'Ticket for
Troops” initiative has already started.

As a result of the opening of the 2nd Academy
site at Brunel University Sports Park, we have now
taken the exciting step of introducing a competing
U23's side. This completes our player pathway
through our academy structure and will over time
greatly assist us to fulfil our stated ambition of
developing home grown talent into the first team.
As the academy season gets under way, we will keep

you up to date with developments through social
media and the matchday programme.

In a few weeks' time | will have a special guest
Geofrey Rodgers, Yice Chancellor of Brunel
University, who has been incredibly helpful and
enthusiastic in making the club welcome as we
settled in at the University facilities and we are
exploring together many areas where VWealdstone
FC and the University can work in partnership. This
summer you may have seen two Brunel students
working in and around the Academy and Grosvenor
Vale and helping outat the first few home fixtures.
The two students, Daniella Da Goia studying Sport,
Health & Exercise Science and Tim Adjay studying
economics and accounting, joined the Club for 8
weels as part of the University Summer Internship
Programme which aims to give students from
Underprivileged backgrounds valuable work
experience in order to help their employment
opportunities when they graduate. They had a
fantastic time and helped get the academy and the
football club ready for the new season. These will be
the first of many faces from Brunel University we
hope to see around the club and the academy in the
coming months.

We have had further conversations with Landlord
KSIMCs as we attempt to work together to agree
the future for Grosvenor Vale. Ve have their
commitment that should we need an extended lease
to progress through the football league they would
grantit. We have therefore, in partnership, started
the process of designing the future for Grosvenor
Vale and plans will be shared when we reachan
appropriate point in the process. With site
development plans for the Vale being produced,
academy expansion and greater community:
presence and engagement in and around Hillingdeon
this is stich an exciting time to be involved inthe
Football Club.

A huge thank you to the Wealdstone Supporters
Club whe presented the club with a £10k cheque on
the pitch during our recent fixture against AFC
Flyde, The supporters club work incredibly hard to
raise funds for the club both.on matchday and at
various events which include hosting fans of teams
visiting VWembley and these events were incredibly
successful this summer with fantastic reviews shared
by the visiting fans.

Finally, there are many ways to get invelved and
support your club whether it's to give an hour of
your time before kick-off, simply using our bar
before and after games or attending one of the many
events that take place in the Vale, Without
volunteers the club simply could not function so if
you are interested, please reach out to the Club.

Enjoy the game. Rory



NICOLA BROWN

X G today’s game against Ebbsfleet United, for our first dedicated

Wealdstone Football Club are delighted to welcome you all to

‘Her Game Too’ fixture.

Founded in May 2021, Her Game Too is a voluntary campaign led by a
team of dedicated female football fans who are passionate about creating a

positive change in football.
Aiming to raise awareness and educate others on the importance of
inclusivity and diversity in sports, our mission is to tackle sexism in football

. head-on. We have created'a campaign that empowers women in the

sport, providing a safe and supportive environment for female supporters,
promoting their involvement and engagement with the game.
L Her Game Too found from the first survey conducted in 2021 that; A

staggering 91.9% of supporters said they have seen sexist abuse online
targeted towards a woman in football. 63.1% said they have experienced
sexist abuse online because of football and 58.4% said they have experienced sexist abuse in person ata

o o football game or in a pub.
# H E R GA M E T Wealdstone is a friendly, welcoming football club with an outstanding community focus. As our fan base

grows alongside our continuing success, itis really important for us to stay true to the ethos at the heart of
the club. Partnering with Her Game Too shows our dedication to continue to ensure we provide a safe
space for ALL football fans, to enjoy our matches and ensure all girls and women feel comfortable visiting
the ground and supporting our team. |am grateful for the support shown by the board and especially the
WFCSC who have bought the t-shirts being worn by the Stones players today. Nicola

Introducing Katie Lowell, Ebbsfleet United
Her Game Too Ambassador

How long have you been following Ebbsfleet?

| have been supporting Ebbsfleet since | was about 8, my Uncle
Derrek has been supporting the Fleet since 1949 and his
passion for the club rubbed off on us all. So, for as fong as |
remember I've attended and supported the fleet.

What do you like about watching football?

I love the passion and the emotion of football, there’s nething

| like a Tuesday night under the lightsiin the cold watching your
team play with a community who have the same love and
passion for the Fleet as you do. |t's a special feeling.

Do you encourage others, especially women and
girls to come along? | encourage all
wormen and girls to come along. Fora long time growing up
there has always been afeeling of Football being a men’s sport. |
always used to feel that as girls we were made to play Netball in
P.E, when all | wanted to do was play football with the boys and that feeling in general needs to stop. Both
Women and Men should be encouragedto do whatever they want in life, especially love a team and sport in
a safe environment.

Why is HGT important to you and Ebbsfleet as a Football Club?

HGT is extremely important because it’s working hard to ensure young girls growing up feel not only safe
supporting football but they can do so without sexism, without misogyny and in a place where they can be
themselves without their gender having any impact on their experience.

Girls should grow up knowing they can be the next Leah Williamson or play for the incredible Ebbsfleet
Women's Team who they've idolised and watched since they were little and that this dream is possible.

T0O0




ritain’s longest-running fanzine column (and it shows it)

Jig clubs call the
hots... the subs

)ench at Wembley
5 now longer than

ur main stand
BY MARTIN LACEY

Avid readers of this supplemen-
tary Eimslie Ender column - and
) W If you’re an Ebbsfleet support-
. er, sorry, that’s your problem -
t\h will be aware that | have
I previously bemoaned the
absurd amounts of stoppage
e belng added to the end of games.
[ seeims | am not alone in my opinion, although
i everyone agrees that the problem is (a) it takes
o fun out of timewasting and (b) | might miss my
i
At lenst one National League manager is demand-
¢, you, demanding, that the National League
inedintely authorise the use of five substitutes,
(cause i the light of matches lasting a hundred
iiites or more he's concerned for the welfare of
i« pliyers, Yes, that's really what he said. Don't we
fuel soriy for those poor delicate angels that are

olassional footballers! I'm only surprised he didn’t
awbar in a totally inappropriate reference to
wntal healeh',

ithin my living memory, just about, there were

i aubntitutes, A football match was eleven against
wan and, If | can say this without coming across as
Ay sexdse and reactionary - really i'm not - men
oo axpected to be men. We all know about Bert
autnann completing the 1956 FA Cup Final with a
ol noclk,

Oinly marginally less well known, Gerry Byrne

ke lis eollar bone in the third minute of the 1965
iy Final and not only completed the match but set
 Lhe winning goal. How soft have we got! Not to
antion Greg Ngoyi completing a hatrick at King-

slow: the Iconlc Elmslie Stand at the Stones’
former ground, Lower Mead in Harrow

The ‘Eimsiie Ender’ was among the
first wave of football club magazines
when it replaced ‘Long Ball Down the
Middie’ as the Wealdstone fanzine in the
mid-1980s. LBDTM’s forerunner ‘Wealdstone

Whispers’ was famously the THE very first football
fanzine in Britain when it was published in 1971

stonian in the FA Trophy in 2010 when he could
barely stand up... Actually | think we'd used all our
three substitutes, just peinting out if we'd had five
substitutes he wouldn't have been on the pitch.
These days, players collapse poleaxed at the
slightest touch, and while it’s cbyiously a sensible
precaution for referees to stop play in the case of
head injury, they seem to have expanded the defini-
tion of ‘head injury’ to include disturbed hairstyles.
This occurred to me at Hartlepool last week
when one of our players went down in the opposi-

- tion box; it didn't look too serious, but the referee

stopped play on the grounds of concussion risl,

blowing his whistle just as another of our players
had the ball on the edge of the area, goal centre,
primed to shoot.

Though, being Wealdstone he may well have
swivelled through 180 degrees and launched a hun-
dred and twenty yard pass back to Jed VWard. Oh,
and then the referee restarted play by giving an un-
contested drop ball to Hartlepool.

Partially in response to the Gerry Byrne incident
the FA introduced substitutes, one substitute, to be
used only in the case of injury. Rather obviously,
managers, Don Revie prime amang therm, quickly
educated their players to feign injury if they wanted
to make a tactical change, so after a couple of years
it was agreed the substitution, one, could be made
for any reason. And
that’s how things stayed,
quite satisfactorily in my
view for the next twen-
ty-five years.

During my formative
years watching YVeald-
stone | got so used to

. wh
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Big bench? You ain’t seen the half of it! Stones’s subs are pictured at Aldersh

i

b hand, Stu

impressive,
that
i R

i
ot

while assistant boss Matt Saunders shows off by propping up the roof

seeing ‘Sub Eglite’ on the teamsheet | thought ‘Sub’
must be the first name of the short, fat, but
surprisingly talented Dutchman who'd actually played
for Ajax (well, its youth team),

Anyway, it will come as no surprise that the manag-
ers who want more substitutes to use are in charge
of those ‘big’ clubs: big name, big budget, big squad.
As opposed to Wealdstone who quite recently
couldn't name the permitted five substitutes on the
bench to choose from. Incidentally, ' watched the
Eastleigh v Aldershot game on TNT Sport and was
amused by pundit Adam Virgo's repeated wailing
about Aldershot not havinig a substitute goalkeeper
available after Jordi van Stappershoef was sent off
(the fourth official added three minutes stoppage
time just to allow for how long it took the referee to
write his name) and having to make do with a couple
of hapless centre-forwards between the sticks who
inevitably eased the Shots to a comfortable defeat.

Fair enough, but instead of blaming Tommy Wid-
drington for not naming a goalkeeper among his five
substitutes - | mean, goalkeepers do get injured, goal-
keepers do get sent off - he laid the blame fairly and
squarely at the door of the authorities for not allow-
ing more substitutes.

In the Premier League you can now use five substi-
tutes from nine. In the World Cup, you can have your
entire squad on the bench to pick from. The substi-

Below: Wealdstone fans play ‘heads and tails’ at Aldershot and td"ﬁa
.was the winner when Tahvon Campbell saw his shot blocked on the line

tutes bench at Wembley is bigger than the main
stand at Grosvenor Vale.

Does any of this improve the game! No, of
course not, it just makes matches disjointed and
disrupted and now a hundred and something
minutes long. Every manager; of course, thinks
he’s a tactical genius who thinks he can change
the course of a match with an inspired substitu-
tion or five. Supporters beg to differ. What you
hope is that your best eleven are on the pitch at
the start of the match and are capable of playing
an entire game, in which case there is no reason
to think any of the players on the bench are
going to improve matters,

An interesting question: what percentage of
matches are won by the team that makes the
most substitutions? (Don't actually expectan
answer to this, though if anyone out there s
lacking what most of us refer to as ‘a life’ it
wouldn't be terribly hard to work out.)

Anyway, having previously gazed into my crys-
tal ball and predicted the length of a match will
soon be determined by an official timekeeper
with a stopwatch, | have revisited my predictive
talents and suggest within a few years managers
will be allowed unlimited substitutions from a
squad of twenty five. Not long after; players
who have been substituted will be allowed to
return to the field of
play. And eventually
substitutions will be al-
'l lowed while the game is
in progress like in ice
hockey. Ridiculous?
Feel free to chisel ‘he
was right’ on my
gravestone.

nd!on y
need one




Tribute to Tony Short

WIALDSTONE FC was sad to heard of the passing of long-time fan Tony Short last
waelkend in his early 70s after a long illness, which neverthless saw him carry on
nttending games until very recently. He is probably best remembered for operating the
"P'redictascore’ fundraiser, but was best known for being a warm, friendly guy \:«hmh 4
L0Ines across in this special feature from April 2016, commemorating the club's
Amateur Cup Final win over Hendon 50 years earlier. RIP Tony, much missed.

fes, | did cut open a Lo
{endonfan'sheadat w3

Jon’t blame me;
hlame my rattle!

'ODAY we have a special
(060-themed fan feature.
[ony Short was in th_e
srowd that day, rooting for
e bluos with his

ouetl and rattle,
waturally. Let's let him
lake up the story...

Y Dadl introduced
mo to Wealdstone
['C in 1956/7 when

| wis approaching seven
yonrn old ]
Obviously memories from
il aro it vague as | sfpem
mont ol the afternoon playing
willh o fnond 1 went with _and
winn'l roally concentrating on
{lie game = though maybe |
uhould have because, ‘accord-
ing o Nogor Slaler’s history
ook wo played Redhill that
iy, Oclohor 6th, and won
e with goals from Wegzyrk,
[ vans, Harpar and Harrison{2}.
| npont most of the next few
nonnong attonding mainly home
gamoen with friends, as my Dad
iaraly travollod away unless
wo playod someone local like
IHandon
It wiasn'Luntil about
1000 whon the likes of Bill
i owlor,Gharlio Townsend, Ron

Tony Short, 2016 vintage
(above) while (left) we have
some exclusive foolage of
Shorty at the 1966 Amatieur
Cup Final (courtesy of Pathe
News). Teenagers locked
older in those days

was a little difficult for travelling,
although they allowed me 10 go
: 1o the Final on my own (to this
i day | don't understand why)
i where | had some great memo-
! ries, not only the game itself but
i an incident that | was involved
i in at the game has always stuck
¢ with me. . )
i The day before the final I'd

: concentrate on the proceed-
i ings, although | do remember
i Ted Culver and George Mowle
{ (who played in the late 50 s),
i and whom | played with/for at
i Hatch End in my late teens/early
{ twenties.! also playedé\?r F:jark-
i Wealdstone Wander- i ¢
g?;d Fgl?j acyually have a trial for i boughta nemﬂiﬂf-{ ég%‘gp";m
| Wealdstone, along with fellow fan | pound ten Shilings ee5 i
| Ray Kemp in my early teens but which af ?ne !
UsivEeedencany. aithq(tjjghn| g:%ﬂoess{ oonr the .halfway line and
! di he Supporters side in  } ) '
sy e e | e Bt i SRl
! hehind Harrow Weald Bus Ga- | 1O us ¢ bt
: i . i giving it a goo
i rage in the Marathon Leélgueﬁnal 2l deny i Mgt %t_ecart?]%
} JaS al e Amqteur up i very light. | was left holding

i J|in 1966 butdidnt manage to i pongis but the rest had ﬂov:‘m

B o to the previous Wo games 4 an flew into the back of a

( Iugh Lindsay, Matt Farrelll § 8 ¢ s
!l:::lilillq\ I\Ihinciuu brothers started i against Alvechurch an g

H m ter's
: i poor female Hendon suppor
: : till only 16 at the time so |
playing that | roally started to :;Wt?;gstlh y oEb e | )
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head.| spent the next few
minutes retrieving my damaged
acquisition and profusely apolo-
gizing to the said supporter,
who | have to say was badly
shaken by the assault and

did bleed a little.

Needless to say the i

next week | took the B
offending weapon back
to the shop and got a f
refund!
At that time Hen-
don were praobably
our greatest rivals,
the games were generally close
affairs and the Final was no dif-
ferent. It was all very close up to
half time , but in the second half

Wealdstone upped the pace and i :
i greater fitness levels. | don't think :
i the skill factors have improved

i that much, we still see a lot of

i misplaced passes and some bad
i decisions made by the players.

i Refereeing also hasn't improved
i much either.

their superior fitness got them to
the win. The celebrations for me
were long lasting not only in the
Stadium but enjoying the walk
down Empire Way afterwards
which seemed to be owned by
Wealdstone fans, with the Hen-
don support seeming to have
melted away.

WO seasons later, another
I match that was memorable
for me was an away match
in the FA Cup against Torpoint,
the far side of Plymouth. We
travelled by coach overnight
arranged by Barbara Robson
{whom | understand might be at-
tending today) and her mother,
and at some point on the jour-
ney our coach, one of five
or six making the journey
| seem to recall, ran over
a wheel in the middle of
the road and was dam-
aged. Another coach had
to be called out locally
for us to complete the
journey.
When we finally arrived
at Torpoint it was raining
hard and the playing area
had still to be roped off.
From memory the game
was played in very wet
conditions which didn't
make for great football
but we won 4-2 and with-

Wl;‘Al.l)SlI)NE battled through u
Amateur Cup fiest round win i
champions, Torpaint Athletic, on
(twao), Bernie Bremer and Johony MeCa
and 4 S1-minute score by Dave Underhay
But suth were (ho playing
conditions, a eap of af.o
piteh allied to_driving rajn | Toreoint side
ga Mleet throughout, tha all | Yot that 1
really ed
FA Cup of their a0 | turther
oo Taunton reforee Mr. iy,

i out any incidents on the way back
i the supporters had a great time.

ootball today at National
League level is, | believe,

much faster as a result of

That said | don't know how

some of the referee’s put up with
i the comments that supporters

make nowadays and that includes
me!

I wouldn't want to be a referee
no matter how much | was paid.
However | do believe football at
our level is far better value than
that in the Premiership. We do
get to see some extraordinary

i skills, but they may not be as

TRIUMPH

AT TORPOINT

Torpoint Athletic 2, Wealdstune 4
(Attendance: 1,500)

———

E
secme o] Connack who

they gained
S both.

[?pﬂlling conditions to land a worthy 42 ¥4,
gainst equally determined South Western League
Saturday. The goals came from Duve Swain

rmack, against a penalty by Barrie Stepheas { regular baSiS, it seemed

are Swai
8 mateh was | chance for lllxshal-t?l:ltmbll:.
the centre forward

Sliding tackje: ’
k. par- ln\]:rr\s‘?ﬁ‘o, are Cauetep q

regular as in the professional

i game.For me | do want to see
i Wealdstone win, but | do appre-
: ciate watching good football and
i can appreciate the oppasition

skills as well as our own.

HAT is my favourite
Wealdstone game of
all time? It would have

to be the 1965/66 3rd Qual
round FA Cup match against a

i semi-pro Stevenage side which
| we won 6-5, with Hugh Lindsay
i hitting his fourth in the dying sec-
i onds of the game after we trailed

5-3. | was right behind that ball
as it absolutely flew into the net.

i This was a match that had

everything, drama, goals and
good fast unrelenting football. |

i don't think I'll ever see a game

: that good again, although the

i night at Dulwich in the play-off in
i 2004 came close.

If I had to pick one Weald-
stone player as a favou-

“J EALDSTON ] rite it's tough - we have
| had many great players

go through our ranks too
- may to pick out just one
' really. But someone who
was a great asset to the
club from an all round
} perspective - not so
l much on the skill front it
. would be Sean Cronin - If
E we were in trouble player
wise, and we were on a

as though Sean could fill

CONTINUED
OVERPAGE
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nny posilion and not let you
down. Sean is still playing and
(i woll since leaving us but

| o ndmire his professionalism
and ability. 1 hope he doesn’t get
10 600 this comment!

I'vo nlso been asked to name
iny lavorite current line up. | stilt
1l wo are a work in progress.
Wao liave soveral very good
pliyors bul there are one or two
positions that | don't believe
wo havo the right players and
Iharolore have not chosen to
namoe o squad.

Au lor my all lime squad,
ihit's difficult as well but here
(oos.... Bill Fowler{(GK), Micky
Doyl (13B), Stuart Pearce (LB),
[*aul Bowgoell (CH), Tom Hamb-
lin( GHy, Alan Cordice (M), Scott
[avios (M), Britt Ossombalonga
(M), Richard Jolly (F), Jermaine
[1acklord (F), Simon Garner (F).
Ihoro aro many others that
could have been picked but
thoso players have just thrilled
ma with their skill.

y [avourite away
grounds? | like old-style
vonues, I'm not one for

modorn grounds, so the likes
of romloy, Bath and Havant
aro he sort of ground | like to
viail Tho likes of East Thurrock,
Concord and Hornchurch or any
(round with a running/dog track
around the oulside that have no
i illow no atmosphere to be
Dt up are on my “dislikes” list.

| usually watch our games,
homo and away from about
il way inside the half we are
allncking, this gives me the
ohanco of a good view at the
(oals wo score but allows me to
hivo o good view of any talent
on tho piteh,

['orunatoly the eyesight
il Tadling yet! 1 usually get
into position 10 or so minutes
Lolore the game to have a quick

hirowso through the programme.
Allhough 1 haven't been to every
awiny (game this season we

woom lo have the best pro-
(rimme on offer throughout the

: league - the only other one close
i to our standard this season was
i Ebbsfleet’s.

It's fair to say they had more

i statistical data than our's which

i is one area that | think our

i programme could improve on,

{ although with the improvement of
i technology in the past few years
i some of this data could be made
{ available on line to allow more

i room for all the articles that our

{ numerous excellent contributors
i seem to keep coming up with.

I DO read some of the com-

ments made on our Forum
and in general chooseé not to
oin in and comment. That said |

i do feel that this is & positive step
i forward and should allow the club
i officials to understand the under-
i lying good or bad things that the

! supporiers feel and help them to
i make the right decisions in taking
i our club forward.

For my sins | try to help Leo

i Morris run the Sccial Club Bar
{ and usually spend half to one

i day in doing any job - including
{ some pretty dire maintenance
i to help keep the Social Club

i operating!

|'ve also run the Predict-a-

i score competition for quite ]
i few years now which helps

i with the Commercial income

i for the Football Club but really

{ | just want to come and watch

{ GOOD FOOTBALL AT A GREAT
: cLuB!!

As to where we'll be in five

{ years, | do care, as long as we

i are still going and playing at a

i good level, preferably National

i League South or better would be
i success for me. Too many clubs
i have been lost or reformed in the
i past few years and | don’t want

i us to be one of them.

We're at the crossroads of

i change what with new a Chair-

i man and Lease negotiations

i ongoing, but whatever happens

{ we should get behind who comes

! along to run the club and make
{ sure it survives for many years to
¢ come. UTS!

4 st
I WEALDSTONE F.C.

TONY’S mention of Torpoint
in the rain in 1966 - and then
Ray Kemp - reminded me
of a chat | had with Kempy
during our game at Maid-
 enhead earlier this season.
Ray doesn’t get to many
games these days but is his
usual voluble self when he
does... and as we joined:in
with a few lusty verses of
the Stones songs | asked
him when that phenomenon
first appeared at Wealdstone
games.
“That’s a good question!’
he enthused. ‘And you know,
. itall started in
1966 when the
club ran half a
' dozen coaches
' to the game
in Cornwall, at
Torpoint. The
. week before,
' me and Peter
Fuller were
: talking about
copying some of the songs
that were sung at Liverpool,
and making up our own
ones, and with the enthu-
siasm of youth we actually
duplicated loads and loads
of copies of song sheets
and distributed them on
the coaches. And we hada
good old sing song!”
" | remember Ray starting
the singing back in the
1970s when Beatles songs
were the vegue - as “Hey
Jude?” still is today.
Wealdstone will forever be
known for its passionate
singing and long may. it
continue! Tim Farks

FA. AMATEUR CUP
& b Frar

TORPOINT A.F.C.

(Lsthrulin Lengire. LONDONY

Deflance Fistd, TORPQINT
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MAX KRETZSCHMAR

Taking it to the

Our erudite striker/midfielder Max
Kretzschmar explains the
frustration of being sidelined with
a recurting hamstring injury...
Hello again Stones fans!
IT'S BEEN a while since my last
column and it feels like a while
since our last win; that dramatic
encounter against AFC Fylde.

In reality, it’s only been three
games but it’s important we get
back to winning ways today at
home to National League
South winners Ebbsfleet.

E\i;h{i
and broadcasting.

However, TV commentary
is a little different. ¥Where in
radio it's important to be
g SRR

= bringing a player’s perspec-
3 1j¢( tiveand alittle tactical in-
| sight when on comms last
week. | hope that came
across on the highlights.

"I can do the ‘:Sﬁ A weeleend out of the
creative stuffe.. 'm' Stones squad doesn’t mean
gonna hit the bar | aweekend without the
\ “soon, | can just £ Stones. My weekend con-
- feelit o sisted of going toseea
fe theatre show in London,
manically scrolling through
Twitter (or X as it is now
known) and the football
score apps at the interval
trying to keep tabs on how
things were geoing in
Hartlepool.

L)

A aptens
‘,fowms G

o

As of the time of writing I'm
awaiting scan results for my
hamstring injury. It's a very un-
nerving and frustrating time. et

1 recently discussed in an in-
terview that the player often
gets criticised or bemoaned
when hefshe is injured.

Barks pleads to take on Max’s role when
he comes off injured at Aldershot ;)

| feel the emotions
and feelings of an
injured player are
often ignored. It
can be a lonely time o rus: e o

g good performance but not enough for the three

Of course, as players we can't
really control what is said about
us but | feel the emotions and
feelings of an injured player are
often overlooked and ignored.
Injuries in football | feel are like
nothing in the so called ‘normal’
working world.

It’s more stressful than
playing in the match itself |
can assure you!

Judging by the feedback |
received from some of the

You are prevented from both
working and doing the thing you love most in the
world. This can’t always be said of a 9-5 job. It can
be a lonely time.

points. Huge respect and thank you to the |15 fans
that travelled up. That is a magnificent effort and |

All | want is a definitive outcome from the scans know the players love the commitment.

so | can rehab meticulously for the injury and com
back stronger. But realistically, that can't re- _ il
ally begin until the results come back. o
Hopefully, by the time you're reading
this [ will have clarity.

The injury did allow me to do the
live stream video commentary for
the match versus Dagenham &
Redbridge alongside Paul Franklin. |
have some experience doing com-
mentary in my years at VWoking for
BBC Surrey Radio.

That was perfect work experience for
my degree in professional sports writing

The gaffer and his team are performance-based
_and believe that if performances continue
to stay strong, the rewards of three

>, points will be around the corner.

| believe this too.

But it's important that we, as
players, go the extra mile and en-
sure we take our chances at
both ends.

/  Be ruthless with that finish in

7 front of goal, be precise with that
cross and above all leave everything
we have on that pitch.

>

Come on you Stones!

>>> youtube.com/@maxtalksfootball
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NICK DuGARD

WFCSC Update

We welcome the fans and everyone
connected with newly promoted Ebbsf-'eet
United to The Vale, We look forward toa
great match!
As President of the Supperters Club It's been a real
pleasure to be backinvolved in'a'more-active role
over the past year or so and | have enjoyed working
with a resurgent committee. -~

With the Stones back In the top tier of football
outside the/EFL wein WFCSC are striving hard to:
up our game with several experienced former:
committee people rejoining the group working
alongSIde -established members and! heipers

An important part of the SC mission is to raise
funds for the main club, funds needed more than
ever of course in a demandingly tough-and
professional National League. This we are doing
increasingly successfully as recently by a £10k
donation‘to the main club but this is far from our
only purpose as we regularly debate at our
meetings!

Traditionally, since the SC was founded way back
in 1958 we have proudly provided an innovative |
range of fan services over the years, but recently.
,perhaps, more. expanswely as an example
delivering the demanding but highly successful ; /
Yv¥embley Fan Zone days. We have also completed
a fans survey andmore on thls will be available soon.
Again, great work. 7

Club social events arean essential part of
enjoying a proper club atmosphere within our
family of fans; a common purpose in coming
together to support the football club we love. VWe
have recently formed a sub committee that will re-
focus on providing such events and new activities

and we are looking to provide some attractive stuff-

- scheduled to take place inthe
.RSC after the home matchvs .

Dsr
< 4
@
L] ~
sorlook out for news on these. {4 ) C
7 Infact wearenow promotinga gy .
 TOP COMEDY NIGHT 47 s\

Rochdale on Saturday November'| 1th. More details
are being announced but.in the meantime please
contact James on 07979 795414, We hope you will
-all support this event and baok your tickets ASAP

# thatare very reasonably priced at only £15!

A huge achievement this season is the soon to be
re-opened and much loved and very successful
VWFCSC MEGASTORE match-day shop and base. |

2 don't mind saying that getting this off the ground

after the loss of the previous half way line shop has

been a lengthy challenge for the guys but following
productive talks with directors we 'have resolved

)

the premises issues and are proudly back inbusiness
very soon. Please do visit the new Megastore shop
situated fiext.to DD's to the left of the side road
entrance and check out some great new stock lines
- and special reopening news. Our thanks to the main
club for alse providing a much needed storage’

£ facility close by.

There's always loads going on behind the scenes,

2 toomuch toinclude in these notes but you can best

 keep up to date by joining the SC and by visiting the
- WFCSC website and checking outour various
social media channels,

May | lastly thankali the guysand glrls on the
committee and helpers for their hard work during
the summerand:so far this season and most of all
you the fans for supporting our activities!

uTs!
Nick

X @wfcscl & @wfcmegastore

//wifcsc.co.uk
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Just look at the picture on the cover of this
programme.

I'here’s not a bit of Sean Adarkwa’s shirt that's
not being grabbed by our ex-defender Nilk
[avares... yet referee Greg Rollason chose to turna
blind eye, as so often happens after these incidents
i the box. Weren't you furious, | asked our big new
22-year-old striker?

"No, not really” he replied. *Referees letit go, it’s
jrrt of football., but | think sometime the pressure
gets to them and they can’t give those decisions.
Outside the box it would be a foul”,

Maybe you are too honest, | told Sean. “Well, | try
anel turn and shoot if I can, but
it's rustrating™,

Sean, our new capture from
Arbroath in the Scottish Cham-
plonship (via West Ham and
QPR) 15 the epitome of ‘laid

Lven breaking clear of defend-

ors and rolling the ball across the Stl"iker"s done it a"

getting to know the stones with tim parks

ten minutes with...

- entand much better than

From East London urn an
to West London, t0 e et st e
Scotland and back
bk again... our new

way we play you have to be
very good technically and
it's been impressive. | like
the build-up style, it's differ-

most full-time clubs, let along
part-time ones... most others play.
direct football and | find myself just
fighting for the ball all the time”.

Sean’s mentor at VWest Ham was the former Ham-
mers and England striker Carlton Cole, another big
awkward customer who eagerly took the teenage
Sean under his wing.

“He taught me how to roll de-
fenders, how to turn and get

successfully from goalkicks and
dead balls. Everything
tactically™.

Sean was at YVest Ham from
the age of six and starred in the

sheyard box appears to be i Barking & Dagenham District
childl's play for the 6ft 3in East except trled an . team that produced such lumi-
Londoner, Arbr'oath smOkle! naries as Bobby Moore, Jimmy

And his first competitive goal
[ the club at Aldershot - not to mention the brace
he neteed at Farnbrough in preseason - was simply
nnd efficiently despatched.

"I Just want to get on the pitch and play” he says.

"I ave to admit that | didn’t know much about the
club, and only recognised the Ruislip area because
of driving to QPR :
for training, And
tha Wealdstone
[taldler of course,
does ha still come
{0 games?

"The move to
the Stones came
thiaugh my agent
el s soonas I'd
started training |
lenew that the
utyle of play would
st me. We have
wome very good
(Hayers!

"Sariously, the

Greaves and John Terry. He
signed his first pro contract at 18, one year with an

option for a further year - which was triggered as he

played his part in the successful Hammers under-23
side.

“Butinjuries slowed me down” he says ruefully.

West Ham released
{ himin 202| but he im-
| pressedinatrial at
QPR to win a contract
' 1 after scoring four
- goals in five games

| pre-season. Hewasa
| fixtureinthe Rs’B
* team, playing against
other under-23s and
B sides in friendlies...
but then came a pars
fracture of the lower
spine.

“Itis a stress re-
sponse to overuse

and it put me out for

o . ferent to Fast London, very quiet and

ten months” Sean explained. “Not surprisingly

they released me, but Arbroath in the Scottish

_ Championship then came in for me and | had
b, an enjoyable time up there... it’s very dif-

peaceful and | was staying ina club-
, house with a couple of other players
which was an experience for me, the
first time away from home.
1 “Itisan 8-hour drive from London
| though, or just over an hour by
plane which | did once or twice”
Arbroath, on the East coast of
Scotland are one of the smallest
7 clubs in the Scottish Champion-
ship (second tier) - and like
ourseives are one of very few
part-time clubs at that level.

“It’s actually more a hybrid model” said Sean.
“Some players came in every day, others less
frequently. The standard is probably the equiv-
alent of the National League or League Two - |
don't think there is really much different be-
tween the levels. | scored a couple of goals
(against Ayr United and Greenock Morton) in
a dozen games and had an assist but the back
trouble flared up again and my deal ran outat
the end of that season.”

Sean interviewed
on the West Ham _ .
Academy websu:e_ »

My Roots

The first football team I_'
ever played for was a side
in Dagenham, where I'm
from, called Cobra FC. |
joined them when | was eight, and
it wasn’t long after that | went on
trial at West Ham.

My brother Nana (who’s played
for Thurrock) was my footballing
role model. From a young age he
was so self-disciplined.

I haven’t always been a striker. | spent some
time playing on the left wing at Ul4s. | didn’t
move back to strilker until U16 level, but since
then I've always played up top. There are a lot of
challenges - injuries are huge, and it’s important
not to get distracted. A lot of things are given to
you, it’s easy to become complacent. | try and
stay focused on my goals at all times, and so |
don’t forget why | want to play football.

My Inspirations
Thierry Henry was my idol growing up. | never

Shockingly, Sean left the idyllic Scot-
tish seaside town without even trying
one of its famous ‘smokies’ - fresh
salted haddock cooked over a
hardwood fire. A taste which has
to be experienced to be believed -
smolkies were recently given the
same cultural status as Parma Ham and
Champagne. Shame cn you Sean!
“I'd heard of them but never tried them - I'll have
to go back there on holiday and try them cut * he
laughed.

Quick-fire corner

Best goal you've ever scored? Mmm, been
quite a few but when | was really young | scored a
volley from out near the corner flag, when playing
for the district team, | still remember it clear to this
day!

Favourite meal? Jollof rice

Favourite restaurant? A bit boring but I'll say
Nandos

Favourite holiday destination? Ghana
Favourite run-out music? Gospel music
Last film you saw? The Dark Knight Rises
Last book you read? Think and Grow Rich by
Napoleon Hill, which I'm reading for the second
time

really used to watch him, but since he finished
playing, I've gone back and watched all his clips
on YouTube. My brother was a big fan of his as
well — he was just a natural goalscorer who'd do
anything to put the ball in the net.

An individual performance that stands out to
me is probably Zinedine Zidane against Brazil in
the 2006 World Cup. Zidane made some of the
best players in the world look average that day. |
remember watching it and being amazed at just
how good he was.




All you need to know about... EBBSFLEET UNITED

The opposition in focus

Ihbsfleet United Football Club
wits born as Gravesend &
Morthfleet, a merger of two
oxlsting neighbouring clubs -
Gravesond United and
MNorthfleet United. Both had
baon playing football in the area
alnca the 1890s, with Northfleet
in particular notable as a Gl
Totteanham nursery sidein the
19108,

I he newly merged club formed in Aprit 1946,
imnoving into Northfleet’s superior facilities at their

Stonebridge Read ground, with miost of the
iirectors coming from Gravesend Wnited. The
I'leat played their first ever gameian 31 August

[946, against Hereford United, and ran out 3-0
winners in front of over 5,000 fans.

[Degpita lofty ambitions and full-time investment,
tha I'éet teams of the ;
I'on v anel early Fifties

ylakded only two Kent
Senler Cups and it was not
vl 1957-58 that the club
(nsted lengue success, with
faiager Lionel Smith's
i studdediand attacking
uhile dlwiming che Southern
| eague title and scoring 135 league and cup goals

tlong the way,

[Hur the success did not last, and financial
conceris meant that the Sixties were a torrid time
for Moot fans, Nevertheless, during this.period-the
club enjoyad their best ever FA Cup run when

they reached a Fourth Round replayat
“underland, setting an existing record:of five
imonths as the longest cup.run of any team in the
long history of the competition,

[telegation and promotion seasons came and
went, notably in 1967 when the entire Board
renigned en masse, leaving the club with nathing but
1 jround and considerable debts, Things picked up
ilter Tony Sitford's appointment as manager in
[9/4, anel the Fleet duly won the Southern Division
itlein 1974-75.

[Despite a hoped-for Premier Division title
inllenge over the next few years, consolidation
nutead [ollowed. A brief title challenge was
nounted in 1976-77, but the Fleet did take home
i Southern League Cup that season, following
dciory over Weymouth in the final,

Fleat’s decent showing over the next two season
neant they qualified as founder members of the

THE FLEET
. HOME GROUND
STONEBRIDGE ROAD STADIUM
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newly created Alliance Premier League
(later Conference) in 1979-80, finishing
an excellent fifth in its inaugural season.
But the Eighties spelled more hard
times for the club and relegation
followed in 1981, and a further
relegation to the Southern Division in
1985-86 meant Fleet were back in the
doldrums of non-league football. Having
almost gone to the wall as financial
problems beleaguered the club, a group of directors
under new chairman Lionel Ball rescued the Fleet

_and were rewarded with a promotion back to the

Premier Division in/t988-89 and a best-ever FA
Trophy run; with two Conference scalps claimed
along the way.

Following elegation once again in the early
Nineties, the Fleet won the Southern Division by a
country mile in 1993-94, with hot-shot goalscorer
Steve Portway netting goals
forfu.

Another cup run
followed in 1995-96, Fleet
playing 10 games to reach
Round 3 and lose out 3-0

to Aston Yillaat VrIIa

ark.
- ; In May 1997, the ciub
transferred to the Ryman Premier Division in an

. effortto cut travelling distances and reduce costs,

and aftera few seasons in mid-table, came from
nowhere tnder manager Andy Ford to land the
Ryman:League Championship in 2001-02, following

- a-nervous and titanic struggle with Canvey Island,

which saw the two'meet at Stonebridge Road in
April 2002 in frontof an offi cial 4,068 (but probably
motelike 6,000) fans.

Back in the top-flight of non-league football, the

"Fleet had afew narrow brushes with relegation,

with Andy Ford stepping down in January 2005.
New manager Liam Daish oversaw a move to

full-time football and made slow but steady
progress. 2007 was the year it all changed for the

Fleet. First, in May, 61 years after the formation of
Gravesend & Northfleet, the club announced a
change of name to Ebbsfleet United to take
advantage of the massive regeneration of their
locality. Then in November 2007, it was announced
that the club was to be taken over by internet
venture MyFootballClub.co.uk, a revolutionary idea
involving paid members owning the club, voting on
decisions and picking the team, a deal that was
ratified in February 2008,

On the footballing side of things, the Fleet
enjoyed their most memorable moment in more
than six decades, clinching victory in the FA Trophy
Final at Wembley Stadium, a |-0 win over Torquay
United in front of 40,186 proving enough to take
home the silverware.

With hopes high for 2008-09 and the club’s
highest-ever playing budget voted on by MyFC
members, the eventual league position of 14th was
disappointing .

With the fall in MyFC membership in February
2009, Fleet faced an uncertain future, releasing
almost their entire first-team squad; Liam Baish
remained as manager and rebuilt a squad that
almost, heroically, defied the odds but fell to |
relegation on the final:day of the 2009-10 season,

The manager was forced to rebuild‘again:in 2010-
Il as the club embarked on its first seasenata
lower level in nearly a decade and:Fleet
unexpectedly won promotion back to the Premier
Division at the first attempt. It,came zourtesy.of a
third-place finish in the league and a 4-2 win at
Farnborough in the play-off final.

Returning to the Confefence Premier for the
2011-12 season, the cliib finished a creditable 14ch in
their first season bacicin non-league’s top flight. The
following season, however - despite much initial -
optimism—saw the Fleet struggle to compete anda
relegation that looked inevitable from early on was
confirmed in April 2013, Fleet finishing second
bottom of the division, a long way adrift of safety.
Off-field matters dominated, with several appeals
for investment througheut the season until fans
were faced with the very:real threat of the club
closing or taking veluntary demotion down the
non-league Pyramid.

In May 2013, a purchase proposal froma-Kuwaiti
company, KEH Sportsktd, was put to MyFC who
voted to sell theirinterests in the Fleet and so
began a new era for the club as it pulled back from
the brink of closure. KEH —with former Charlton
CEO Peter Varney as vice chair —=beganan
immediate ground restoration programeme, with
the long overdue replacement of two roofs at

Stonebridge Road and refurbishment of the entire

stadium. Ex-Charleon defender Steve Brown
replaced Liam Daish, his record-breaking eight-year
term ended by mutual consent, with ex-Charlton
manager Steve Gritt as assistant, while KEH
promised a competitive transfer budget in a bid to
propel the Fleet back towards the Conference
Premier. That season Fleet were just pipped to
promotion by Dover Athletic, losing the promotion
final 1-0. With promotion still very much a target,
former VWelling United boss Jamie Day tock over in
mid-season 2014/15. His considerable shake-up of
the squad didn’t quite produce the desired effect

and although Fleet reached the

quarter-finals of the FA Trophy,

they dropped away badly in the

league to finish 8th. Former club

skipper Daryl McMahon was

handed the manager’s reins in time

for the 2015/16 season and began

with a bang, winning 10 of his first || matches in
charge. Fleet led the league for eight months of the
season but were pipped to the title by Sutton United

7 and lost a second promotion final, this time to
Maidstone Wnited, on penalties. There was no
# mistake in 2016/17 with Fleet getting over an

indifferent start to remain unbeaten throughout

7 2017 Despite

amassing 96 points, Fieetwere just beaten to the
title by Maidenhead United on 98 points, but
erased the preyious'seasen’s play-off heartache
by coming from behind with:I0 men to overhaul
Chelmsford:City 2| in the final and spark joyous
celebrations at the club. Off the field, the club
demolished the Liam Daish Stand in 2016 to build
a new £5m Main Stand and the Plough End |
behind the goal will soon follow toiincorporate a

- hotel-during 2018/19:as the Fleat seck to-

redevelop the entire site for the benefit of the
cluband local commiunity:

In our first season baclcat National League level,
the clubireached the play-offs for the first time
before succumbing to eventual winners Tranmere
Rovers. DarylMcMahon departed the club after
three-and-a-half years in charge in November 2018,
makingway, for the appointment ofthe experienced
Garry Hill who oversawa majorreshaping of the
squad amid/a financial restructuring off the pitch. But
with:Fleet rooted to the bottom in his second

- season; Hill parted ways with the club in October
"2 2019, tobe replaced by his:assistant Kevin Watson

who gained sufficient points to see the Fleet climb
out of the dropzone by March 2020. That, however,
coincided with.the globai Covid pandemic and Fleet
were ene of only three clubs to be relegated on
peints per game, our total of 0.02 points difference
deemed encugh to'send us down.

Fleet headhunted new boss Dennis Kutrieb from

“Germany in the summer of 2020, who came with an

excellent reputation as a go-ahead coach and had
just won promotion with Tennis Borussia Berlin, He
recruited a whole new side and in 2021/22 the Fleet
finished in third place, making it to the promotion
final where despite takingthe lead in time added on,
a late equaliser and subsequent extra-time goal
denied the club promotion.

The manager and his squad weren't to be denied a
return to the National League for much longer,
however, and the Fleet romped home to the
National South title in 2022/23.



)PPOSITION IN FOCUS

bbsfleet United

. MARI COUSINS - GOALKEEPER
gied from Bromley in summer 2022, the
perienced and highly rated Cousins made his

ague debut in the Championship with Colchester
hited in 2007 after progressing through the club's
uth ranles, going on to play 70 games in the League
| the Lasox side before a move to Dagenham &
wlbiidge in 2014,

LUKE O’NEILL - DEFENCE

winmer 2022 signing, the full:back boasts more
i 100 Football League appearances through his
roar The former Leicester City academy: product,
1 fadde his senion debut in.the Championship

| the F'oxes, halped Mansfield Town into the
ilerence play-offs in 201'1/12. Burnley:paid-a fee
il himyto Turf Moor in 2012, He also played:
Yorlk Gity and Scunthorpe Uriited before two
ions At Southend United.He also represented
[ngliam and AFC Wimbledon.

JOE MARTIN- DEFENCE

Ieniclad defender signed in June 202 after leaving
venage. Fla is a former England youthrinterpational
i starcad out in'Yvest Ham's youth side, where his
her Alvin made almost 600 appearances.  Martin
i hin senior debut in the Championship with
whkpool in 2007/08, going on to play for Gillingham
win o won the League Two title in 2012/13.He

G tepresanted Millwall clinching promotion to the
iplanship in 2016/17.

JOSH WRIGHT - MIDFIELD
I 1 played more than 400 games and signed for

Iedt from Billericay Town in 2022. Wright was.a. -

inor Charlton Athletic/and, England international
ith who spant two seasons with Scunthorpe

itedl & Millwall before the firstiof a couple of

Il ot Leyton Qrient. He was:back.in Kentin 2015,
Gillingham's captaing Yright also represented’
itheid United, Bradford City and Leyton Orlent

JACK WAKELY - DEFENCE

ned on a season-long loan from Wycombe
tnderers in summer 2023. He rose through the
e at Chelsea and was at Stamford Bridge from
v agie of nine until turning professional with the
s agod 17in 2019,

OMARI STERLING

MES - MIDFIELD

il the Fleot from Kidderminster Harriers in

el 2022, The Saint Kitts and Nevis international,
0 holds 13 caps for his country, received his

Ahall grounding as a youth player with Birmingham
y bofore malking his name for Alvechurch and

R

Redditch United. He moved to Cheltenham Town

in 2014 and after loan spells with Oxford City and
Gloucester City, and a successful period with Solihull
he had three seasons at Mansfield Town.

8. OUSSEYNOU CISSE - MIDFIELD

A French-born former Paris Saint-Germain youth
who played five times for Mali. AHw moved to
Amiens in the French second tier as well Dijon and
Tours, with time in Spain and Belgium in between His
first:taste of English football was in 2017 with MK

. Dons. After that; Cissé played for Gillingham before

joining Leyton Orient.A spell at Oldham Athletic was
followed by a season at Eastleigh.

9. RAKISH BINGHAM = FORWARD
Bingham arrived at the Fleet in September 2020 and
was top scorer last'season. The forward has a strong
background nerth of the border, having:played for

. Falkirl¢, spent two seasons in the: SPL with Hamilton

Academical and most recently helped Dundee United
achieve promotion to the Scottish Premiership.

10. CRAIG TANNER. - MIDFIELD

Signed from Aldershot Town in 202 |.Tanner began his
career with Reading's academy and he made his debut
i the Championship in 2014/15. He became a regular
with AFC Wimbledon on loan in and then enjoyed a
two-season spell with Plymouth Argyle from 2015-17.
His:next move was to the Scottish Premiership with

' Motherwell. He returned to England'in September

2019 to sign for Aldershot Town.

11. DARREN MCQUEEN - MIDFIELD
Rejoinedithe Hleet fora second spell in 2022 having fired
the dlub into'the National League in 2017 courtesy of his
winning.geal in the promation final. A former Tottenham
youth-player; he wasoriginally signed by the Fleet after a
spell at Maldon &Tiptree. Darren was capped by England

- C before moving onito Sutton United in 2018 and from

there to|Dartford; He signed for Dagenham & Redbridge
off the back of that sliccess and spent last season on loan
with Dulwich: Hamlet,

12. CHRIS HAIGH - GOALKEEPER
Signed from Concord Rangers in June 2021, the
goalkeeper had made headlines with a man-of-the-
match performance for the Beachbays in their FA
Trophy Final at Wembley.

14. DOMINIC POLEON - FORWARD
Dominic has played more than 200 matches in the
EFL, he signed for the Fleet in 2021. An ex-Chelsea
and Southend United youth player, he was the leading
scorer in Leeds United's UI8s before turning out

36 times for the Whites across three seasons in the
Championship from 2012-15. He spent four years

in with Bury and Sheffield United on loan and then

permanently with Oldham Athletic, AFC Wimbledon
and Bradford City. An undisclosed fee took him on to
Crawley Town in 2018/19 after which he spent time
with Newport County and Dover Athletic.

15. GREG CUNDLE - MIDFIELD
Cundle came through Gillingham'’s youth ranks and
made his debut in 2017. He played eight times for the
Gills also appearing on lean for East Grinstead Town,
Tilbury, Margate, Billericay Town, Bishop's Stortford
and Kingstonian. Following his release by Gillingham;
he returned to Kingstonian and then East:Grinstead
before a move to Concord Rangers last summer but
injury prevented him establishing himself'in the side.

16. FRANKLIN DOMI - DEFENDER
Domi arrived from QPR in 2022 after his release

from Loftus Road; The Albanian U20/21: international 2

had been in West London since 2019 and has
previous loan éxperience in.the /National League
South with Concord Rangers and Eastbourne
Borough.The: promising young player started out w1th
Enfield Borough '

17. TOBY EDSER - MIDFIELD

Signed following a successful trial period in'July’2022;
Edser moved from Aldershot Town where he'd-spent
the last two seasons inithe National League. He
spent his formative years wich Fulham and Charlton

Athletic, moving on-te Nottingham Forest on a two- =

year scholarship in 2018 and had a loan spell with
Woking.!

18. BILLY CLIFFORD - MIDFIELD
Signed in 2023 after departing Havant & =
Waterlooville. Having served Chelsea as a youtch-and
played for Colchester United and Royal Antwerp

on loan, he played in the Football. League for YWalsall
and Crawley Town, His experience in the National
League came in two spells with Boreham VWood and
following short stays with Hemel Hempstead Town
and Billericay Town, Clifford tasted success in 2019/20
when he won the National'League South title with:
Wealdstone and was named'in the Team of the
Season.

19. MATTHIAS FANIMO
Signed in July 2023 after carving out a career in the
Balkans, where he spent the last five years. Starting
out in West Ham’s Academy system, Fanimo played

in the FA and League Cups for the Hammers and
earned his first EFL start on loan with Tranmere
Rovers. He gained experience of the English non-
league scene with Bishop's Stortford, Eastleigh,
Margate and Hornchurch before moving abroad,
signing for Slovenian club Drava Ptuj in 2017, Fanimo
skippered the England U6 side toVictory Cup
success in his youth and also played for the Ul7s and
Ul8s.

- MIDFIELD

AN

20. CHRIS SOLLY

- DEFENCE

Played more than 300 times for
Charlton since making his debut
in the Championship at the end
of the 2008/09 season. Joined
the Fleet in 2020,

21. NATHAN
ODOKONYERO - FORWARD
Promising:young forward signed from Bognor Regis
Town for an undisclosed fee in July 2023 following a
successful trial.

22. BEN CHAPMAN - MIDFIELD

A former Criystal Palace youngster, Chapman turned
professional:at Gillingham being handed his senior
debut in 2017.Ben Joined the Fleet after a:season at
Dulwich,

23. HAYDEN WHITE - DEFENCE .

A former Sheffield Wednesday youth, player, the full-

back broke into senjor football at Bolton Y¥anderers.

Loan spells for Carlisle United, Bury;Notts Couney
and Blackpool followed before he signed for

Peterborough United and then seitled at Mansfield

/ Town in 2017.

"24. DAVID AMOO - MIDFIELD

i David started ify Millwail's youth then Liverpool, who
“he signed forin 2007 iaged |6, He breke into the |

| first-team squad under Roy Hodgson and played in

the WEFA Europa League. He:had loan spells with
MK Bens; Hull:City and Bury before permanent
stays with Preston North End, Tranmere Rovers and
Carlisle United. Amoo: spent the next two years in
Scotland:at Partick Thistle. He has spent the past
seven seasons in League Twe with Cambridge United,
Port Vale, Stevenage and Crewe A‘!exandra.

25 SHAQUILE COULTHIRST -

:FORWARD

A February 2022 arrival sngned after leaving Billericay
Town, Shaq is:an experienced front man who came

. through Tottenham's academy, earning loan moves to
clubs including Torquay United, Southend United and

York City. Peterborough United paid a fee to sign him
permanently in 2016 and he also played in the EFL for
Mansfield Town and Barnet.

26. HAYDN HOLLIS - DEFENCE

Signed from Chesterfield in 2022, Haydn played
almost 140 games at Notts County in a nine-year
spell at Meadow Lane after graduating from their
youth system in 2009, |n addition to loan spells with
Barrow and Darlington, Hollis also spent half a season
with Forest Green Rovers.
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bbsfleet United / Gravesend & Northfléet

reatest Seasons

.LASSIC
.AMPAIGNS

57/58

L Thomas and Eric Day scored 67 goals between
111 s Gravesend & Northfleet won the Southern
e title in 1957/58. Lionel Smith's side kicked
with n 52 win at home to Yeovil and bounced

I froma 3-1 defeat at Chelmsford to win seven
ensive Southern League and Cup games, then
eame alean spell to hammer Guildford 6-0 and
w -5 with Kettering, Jimmy Logie, Eric Day,

i Thamas, Jimmy Scarth and Jimmy Robertson
med a lethal actack as Gravesend netted 109
s, winning the Southern League title with 59

iiih They lost 4-1 to Cheltenhamiinthe

ithern League Cup final.

62/63

y Line puided Gravesend & Northﬂeet to the FA |

o fonrth round ini1962/63, They beat Chatham

v 21, Sutton/United 2-1, Erith & Belvedere 5-0,

vas |0, Exeter Clty 32, Wycombe Wanderers
and Carlislé United 1-0.in'the FA Cup before
ding Sunderland toa 1=|-fourth round drawin

it of 12,032 at Stonebridge Road. Gravesend lost
roply 5-2 watched by 29,659 at Roker Park. In.
st thay struggled in the Southern League and

i Just niné matches, remarkably trouncing

cron Town B=1, Wisbech Town 7-1, Clacton.

i 61 and Yeovil Town 5-1 as they battled vainly |

woll relegation, :

10/71 :

venend & Nonthfleet wen prometion backto |
Southern League Premier Division in 1970/71.

Aclerman built an experienced team and after

11§ 10 win any of thelr opening five matches,

wesend completed an early double over

nagate and criumphed 5-1"at home to

abury. Brian Coates grabbed a hat-
ke in Giravesend’s 5-0 win over
itarbury in January and Brian
ity emulated the featin a 3-1
oy it Tonbridge. They lost
ane of their final 20

thern League games,

incing Barry 6-0 and

ching promotion in third

o with a 4-0 win at home to
hridge. Brian Hughes was ever-
sant

Football historian

LEIGH EDWARDS

selects ten post-war Fleet
‘Classic Campaigns’.

1974/75

Tony Sitford managed Gravesend & Northfleet to
the Southern League First Division (Scuth) title in
1974/75. They started with a 4-0 victory at Andover
and remained unbeaten in the Southern League for
|8 matches until losing 2-1 at Ramsgate in fJanuary.
Gravesend bounced back to secure four-goal wins
over Crawley and Folkestone in quick succession
and their only other Southern League defeat came
at the end of March, losing 3-0 at Bexley. John

Cowan, Phil Debnam, Colin Norman, Ken Pearce,

John Thurgood and Tony Weston were ever-
presentas they scored 70 goals and won the title
with:60 peints from:38 games.

1977/78 . | .
Gravesend & Northfleet won the Southern League

- Cup for thefirst time in |1977/78. Tony Sitford’s side

beat Ashford Towr3-2, Maidstone United 3-2,
Dartford 1-0, Nuneaton Borough 2-1 and Grantham
3-1 en route to the Southérh League Cup final,
beating VWeymauth 2-0 on aggregatewith extra-
time goals from Steve Brown and Brian Woolfe in
the second-leg watched by 2,607 at Stonebridge
‘Road. They were in contention for the Southern

+League title with Bath Cityand Weymotith before

fading'in the closing weeks and finishing fifth. Steve
Brown was top scorer, while Dave Sargent and Lee
Smelt'were ever-present

I988/89

Dennis Moore guided Gravesend & Northfleet back
to the Southern Leaglie Premier Division in 1988/89.
They raced to'the'tap of the table with five straight
wins, mcludmg a/5-0 demolition of Tonbridge. A 5-1

+# victory at heme toRuislip was quickly followed by a

5-0 reverse at Salisbury, but Gravesend

maintained their promotion challenge

. and reached the FA Trophy third

round before losing 2-0 at

Macclesfield. They clinched
promotion as runners-up to
Chelmsford after losing just once
in |4 matches and Gravesend’s
experienced squad included Colin
Dalton, Miclk Crowe, Mark

Penfold, Ron Pountney and Paul

Keeper Brian Hughes was an ever
present in the 1970/71 campaign

Sunderland

| Gravesend & Horthileet

Kiek-oif 7.15 p,m,

Currie,

1993/94
Ace marlsman Steve Portway scored 37 goals as
Gravesend & Northfleet won the Southern League

“Southern Division titlein 1993/94. Garry Aldous’

side kicled offwith a2-0victory at Buckinghamand

bounced back from a 2-1 defeatat home to Baldoclc

to remain unbeaten in their next 25 Southern

League games, with Steve Portway:netting hat-cricks ;

against Poole, Bury Town, Burnham, Salisbury,
Dunstable and Braintree. They also reached.the FA
Cup first round proper, losing 2-1 at Leyton Orient.

Matt Gubbins and Lee Turner were ever-present; as |

Gravesend scored 87 goals, winning the
championship with 92 points;

2001/02

Gravesend & Northfleet won the Isthmian:League

Premier Division title with a club record'99 pointsin -
2001/02. They had a season-long battle with Canvey. 2.

Island and the 2-0 victory at their rivals in January
was watched by 2,111, while a crowd of 4,098 saw
Canvey's 1-0 win at Stonebridge Road two months
later, Other notable wins included 2-1 home and
away to Aldershot Town, 6-| at home to Croydon
and 5-| at Enfield. The ‘Fleet scored 133 goals as
they finished four points clear of Canvey Island. They
also reached the FA Trophy fifth round and the FA
Cup first round proper, losing 2-1 at Huddersfield

1 PORTABLE Bummrccs

In 1962/63.Grayesend took Sunderland fo an EA Cup 4th round replay at Roker:Park

1 MAY AVENUE,
HORTHFLEET, 7
GRAYESEND, KEIS

ALDOUS BR s,
FENCING ARD

| spans BACK

i oHLY MANRGING

Asonints “mwmm&%m w
Ditecint;

& Nm' thileet
;nderland

Town.

2007/08

The newly re-named Ebbsfleet United won the FA
Trophy in 2007/08. Liam Daish's team defeated
Carshalton Athletic 4-1, Darchester Town 2-0,
Weymouth 1-0, Burton Albien 1-0 and Aldershot

- Town.4-2'en route to the FA Trophy final. Chris

McPheémissed a penalty but his goal on the stroke
of halfutimie gave Ebbsfleeta 1-0victory over
Torquay:United at Wembley Stadium;’ Lance
Cronin, Peter Hawkins, Sacha Opinel, Michael
Bostwick, James Smith, Paul McCarthy, Chris

iMcPhee; Neil Barretr, Luke Moore, John Akinde,
‘Stacy Long (Gary:MacPenald). The ‘Fleet finished

‘mid-table in the:Conference Premier.

2010/1F :

Ebbsfleet United regained Conference Premier
status at the first atccempt in 2010/11. Owned by the
web-based venture MyFootballClub, they lost just
eight of their 42 Conference South games and
qualified for the play-offs in third place. Michael
West scored four goals as they defeated Chelmsford
City 6-2 on aggregate in the semi-finals. Two further
goals by West plus others from Riclky Shakes and
Calum Willock gave Ebbsfleet a 4-2 win over
Farnborough in the play-off final. Liam Daish’s side
took AFC Wimbledon to an FA Cup first round
replay before losing 3-2 after extra-time watched by
2,306 at Stonebridge Road.




FIRST TEAM
RESULTS
2023/2024

Comp | Score| (Totahh (Away) | Loe | Goal scorers
Kretzchmar (P), Mundle-Smith

PLAYERS IN FILLED-IN CIRCLES STARTED THE MATCH
PLAYERS IN OUTLINED CIRCLES CAME ON AS SUBSTITUTES
PLAYERS IN GREEN INDICATE FIRST SUBSTITUTION
PLAYERS IN PINK INDICATE SECOND SUBSTITUTION
PLAYERS IN BROWN INDICATE THIRD SUBSTITUTION

mE= T=
e I T

Charles CLAYDEN

Sam BOWEN
53 Jaydn MUNDLE-SMITH

TimT:
EAZZ

or!

Mason BARRETT
Nathan FERGUSON
Olufela OLOMOLA
ric ANDREWS
Dom HUTCHINSON

Dante BAPTISTE
Cl QEEE ﬂkTar{v-n ALLARAKHIA

narororarorsJack COOK
w o o o e e Charlie BARKER

Luke DREHER
Sean ADARKWA

3 Tahvon CAMPBELL
Joseph CULLIS

Eric NEGRARU

= Ashley CHARLES

oo oo Alex DYER
& Max KRETZSCHMAR

S C

12 Enstlelgh
15 Bromloy 8 | Campbell

19 AFC FYLDE 5 | Lampbell 2, Ferguson
26 Aldershot Town 9 |Adarkwa

A0 DAGENHAM & RED.
HEPTEMBER

! Hartlopool United 15 | Allarakhia

9 IBBSFLEET UNITED

16 ALTRINCHAM

19 Derking Wanderers

&1 Chosterfleld

26 WOKING

10 0LDHAM ATHLETIC
OCTOBER

1 Gatoshoad YNL
7 Kildorminster Harriers yy|
11 10D FACAQ
21 HOREHAM WOOD VNL
24 OXFORD CITY VHL
20 Solihull Moors N
NOVEMBER
ROCHDALE

101G Malifax Town
21 fiouthond United
20 DARNEY

&3

b

it

VNL
9100
16 Dagenham & Redbridge yy
23 IARTLEPOOL UNITED yy|
26 Maldenhoad United

IDENHEAD UNITED  yp.
f Ihhalloot United VNL
#0 Reghdate VNL
29 SOUTHEND UNITED  yy_
BT FC HALIFAX TOWN N
FEHRUARY
A Narnot VNL
10 Altrincham VAL
|11 GATESHEAD YNL
20 DORKING WANDERERS yn.

# York City

U EASTLEIGH

12 NHOMLEY

16 AFC Fyldo

£1 KIDDERMINSTER

2 b s 1 &\ 1 PRE-SEASON FRIENDLY RESULTS

T0 BE ARRANGED

I‘MIII'I;ULL':W:RS VAL th July racknell Town N 3-2 Campbell, Al
”ﬂ"O'r':{ !:TEHF::LD \szt 10th July Milton Keynes Dons H 2-1 Dyer, MacGregor
20 Ofdham Athletle — yyi b CSSERSEE et Lo W : 18th July Billericay Town H [ 00 :
; ) v 22nd July Charlton Athleti il 0=5
25th July Wycombe Wanderers  H 0-1




TOP OF THE %)
LEAGUE FOR
VAN LEASING

Find The Best Van Leasing Deals At
vanarama.com

Rolfe East

Commercial
Land
Development
New Homes

Sales & Lettings

Max Rolfe Robert Barrett

Commercial Property Land, Development
& New Homes
Max.Rolfe@rolfe-east.com robert@rolfe-east.com
0208 566 0288 0208 579 4080




A preat way to celebrate an occasion or advertise your organisation’s support, packages start for fans
it just £495 (for 4 people), and for businesses at £595 + VAT for 4 people.As sponsor you will enjoy:
® Match tickets for 4 people (inc. prime main stand seats if required) @ A fantastic advertising pack-
age, including publicity over the PA system, website and social media together with a piece in the
programme @ Boardroom, Gordon Bartlett Lounge or Main Hall hospitality including a pre-match hot meal
with wines and half-time refreshments courtesy of in-house caterer Lynn Evans. @ Match-day programmes
for all in your party. @ A dedicated table for you and your guests throughout your stay. ® Naming and
presenting the ‘Man of the Match’ award @ A souvenir memento of your day.

Our match sponsors and their guests are all entertained in surroundings befitting such a special occa-
slon be it a birthday, anniversary or any other special event! We will work with you to ensure you and
your guests get to enjoy a truly memorable experience.
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MK DONS
Tuesday 11th July
Pre-Season Friendly

CHARLTON ATHLETIC

Soaturday 22nd July
Pro-Season Friendly

YORK CITY

Salurday 5th August
Vanarama National League

AFC FYLDE

Soturday 19th August
Vanarama National League

DAGENHAM & REDBRIDGE

Monday 28th August
Vanarama National League

EBBSFLEET UNITED

Salurday 9th September
Vanarama National League

ALTRINCHAM RN R

Snturday 16th September | OPOIIDOE 1 AV
Vanarama National League

WOKING

Tuosday 26th September
Vanarama National League

OLDHAM ATHLETIGC

Salurday 30th September
Vanarama National League

BOREHAM WOOD

Snlurday 21st Octob Barry Eynon

inlirday 21st October = 1]

Vanarama National League mn memorv ﬂf JOhIl 0 Gomlnr

Tuesday 24th Octoher ' Sponsor 1 Available | Sponsor 2 Ava
Vanarama National League

lan Williams & Steve Grimwood

Steve Grimwood — 0smo UK

Ruislip Windows & Doors

Harrow Windows

Danny Kindell - NEM Technology

Rolfe-East

¥ =

Please note that we can
accommodate multiple match

sponsors and tailor the ex-
perience to whatever your
reguirements are. (EG we can
cater for as many as 10, 20 or
30 people in your group.)

\

L RS

If you or your organisation are interested in sponsoring a match, please email Nick Symmons
(nicksymmons@btinternet.com) to discuss.

ROCHDALE

Saturday 11th November
Vanarama National League

BARNET
Saturday 25th November
Vanarama National League

. ALDERSHOT TOWN

Saturday 2nd November
Vlanarama National League

HARTLEPOOL UNITED

“ Saturday 23rd December
Vanarama National League

MAIDENHEAD UNITED

Monday 1st January
Vanarama National League

SOUTHEND UNITED

Tueasday 23rd January
Vanarama National League

FG HALIFAX TOWN

Saturday 27th January
Vanaramia Nalional League

, GATESHEAD

")z} Saturday 17th February
Vanarama National League

DORKING WANDERERS

) Tuesday 20rth February
« Vanarama National League

EASTLEIGH

Saturday 9th March
Vanarama National Leagtie

BROMLEY

Tuesday 12th March
Vanarama Mational League

KIDDERMINSTER HARR.

Salurday 23rd March
Vanarama National League

 SOLIHULL MOORS

. Manday 1sr April . oponsor
Vanarama National League

CHESTERFIELD AR e
Monday 1sr April SPUISUT § Al
Vanarama National League




APPEARANCES 2023/2024

CORRECT  VANARAMA FA FA  |MIDDLESEX MIDDLESEX| TOTALS | STONES

AS AT NATIONAL cup TROPHY | SENIOR | CHARITY CAREER

/820 LEAGUE cup CUP

A S G/AS G|A S GIA S G|A S G|/A S G|A S G

Adarkwa, Sean 1 1 1
Allarakhia, Tarryn 1. 2 ‘ 1 2 53 8 9
Andrews, Corie 3 3 1373
Barker, Charlie 3 3 3 2
Barrett, Mason 19 7 S Es
a1 e ertified Accountancy
Campbell, Tahvon 3 1 3 1 3 1
Charles, Ashley 3 3 101 21 2 ®
Clayden, Charles 3 3 26 3 4
S S and Advisory Ltd
Dyer, Alex 3 3 199 37 34
Ferguson, Nathan 50 9 7
Hutchinson, Dominic 20 8 1 H i
TP e Y When You Own The Numbers, You Own The Relationship
McGregor, Giovanni \ 13 3
Mundle-Smith, Jaydn 3 1] 3 1140 14 4
g:}'ﬁ]’g;a':”glau'f‘ela g ' g g; 1% ]% www.analytixaccountancy.co.uk
Ward, Jed 3 | 3 3

Our mission Our services

To provide exceptional financial Accounting and Bookkeeping
and professional services while VAT & Tax Returns
maintaining the highest levels Payroll Management

of integrity and professionalism Part Time CFO Services

Getin touch

Q. 01895900719 =& info@analytixaccountancy.co.uk

© Ickenham House ¢ 2-4 High Road, Ickenham, UB10 8LJ




EWIND SPECIAL >>>>> by tim parks

t happened
0 years ago

it seven: why canterbury tales
came my least favourite text
the painful world of a-levels

gazing out of the
classroom window
dreaming of the
mazy runs of johnny Henderson
and the sublime finishing of George
Duck.

Surely the unbeaten start to the
season would continue as we
travelled down into Kent to face
perennial strugglers Canterbury?
Three coachloads of supporters
were in happy anticipation-of a win
to follow the beatings of Salisbury,
Minehead and Bexley in the league,
and Bletchley (twice) in the South-
ern League Cup and Marlow in the
FA Cup. Who could stop us?

Well the completely unlikely an-
swer to that came in the form of
well-respected ex-League goal-
keeper Chic Brodie, who had
signed as cover for Roy Mackenzie

- and was fully expected to
replace the affable keeper. o
Brodie had pedigree, listing Man- f.e
chester City, Wolves and Brent- &
ford on his CV - but he also had |
a pedigree chum....
There had been much
merriment two years be-
fore when Chic, playing in
goal for the Bees at Col-
chester, went to gather a
back pass and was struck
by a small dog that had
encroached on the pitch
and was chasing the bail.

is season we are reliving
 extraordinary campaign
fifty years ago... which
fed with the Stones’ very
't promotion in its long
tory and our first league
e in 22 years.

irday September 8 1973,
thern League Div One South:
terbury City 3 Wealdstone 0
AS literally one week into the
er sixth at school and trying
lecipher the almost-impene-
le 14th century works of
ucer.

w ironic then that my team
e facing atrip to Canterbury,
ect of his famous Tales, that
kend. If Chaucer was emi-
tly put-downable, | was rivet-
y our start in the Southern
zue Division One South and
nt much of the Eng Lit lessons

URY CITY FOOTBALL CLUB

S G s A e,

Kiagsmead Stedum
SEASON 1913-M

gy of the FODME ASKREOR
Aamrers of Pa SotoR Lesge
Marbers. of P bk LeipR
Aethanc WNCFA

Brodie went down in a heap,

much to the glee of [TV's Brian.

Moore on the following day’s

‘Big Match’ programme, which

had shown highlights of the
game. But it was no laughing
matter for the goalkeeper,
whose professional career

The strange case of Chic
Brodie and the dangerous
dog: stills from the ITV
coverage af Layer Road in
. 1971 show the dog chasing

down a back pass before
colliding with the
unfortunate keeper:

ended right there.

The knee injury
put him out for
months; Brentford
ended his contract;
and he was next
seen playing for
Margate as they
crashed out of the
FA Cup 11-0to
Bournemouth. Ted
MacDougall (later
to play for Man
Utd) scored NINE
goals that day and,
again, Chic’s canine
incident was
brought up on the
telly.

Not funny. And
certainly not funny
when, two years
later he was playing
for us! Small boys
behind the goal at
Canterbury were
heard to bark un-
kindly at Brodie,
and that can’t have
helped his confi-
dence when he
trotted down the
tunnel at White
Hart Lane two
days later to face
an impressive Tot-

tenham line-up in the London
Challenge Cup... in what proved
to be his final game. Barry
Daines in the Spurs goal was im-
perious form as the Stones were

tories was shattered,

The perils of adopting a squad s

p y ystem
;ompcmivc trim, resuliing in fairly frequent team
dramatically highlighted on Saturday w

Asad; . from Coivesbury

Brodie slips twice ang

(when 16 or 17 players all have to be kept ir
4 changes itrespective of resulis) wa
en Wealdstone's run of five successive vie

Shattered, let it be said, by a team of limited skills

football to offer, and who will su i i
: 5 3 surely finish w
Wealdstone lost this match at 250 pn: \:*?llélilnfﬂéc tim g e

who had little in the way of

am sheet was put up. McKenzie,

generally regarded as number one goalkeeper was replaced by Chic Brodie, and the

former Brentford man, si i
first two goals and Sho{vcdgned during the clos

One could be forgiven
for believing that he \%as a
youngster, new o senior
football, rather than Arm-
strong in the Canterbury
#oal.  Hapless  Chic
seemed mesmerised, and
his penchant for leaving
his line could have been
e‘\;en more heavily punish-

ed.
* To be fair, equal blame for

the first goal must be shared

| with the defence but the second.

~ when hé raced out, then

| stopped and was caught in no-
s,i"man?sc land, was exclusively a
' goalkeeping error. 'Stones were
i gc«:%ptlctdy demoralised,

the ridiculous part was
at just one: Weakistone goal
the first half must surely have

; ‘Ld to an avalanche. Kicking u
the slope against a stiff wind?
their football: was good, and
Canterbury’s altacks (perhaps
mlin :2“ h,,g weremcenﬁnc'g
punis up the midd
and yhll‘d but ineffective run-

. ﬁn‘Fwo chances. both by God.
frey: should heve put the issue
peyond doubt e'/ half-time, but
each time his header scraped
the wrong side of the post, and

_{hen Hendersod fell over when

| 'iﬁ"g' mgg: and with only Arm-
t t.

| RIS b vt eus.

beaten 4-0 while Brodie was a
picture of indecision as he
flapped at crosses and waved at
every shot that passed him.
Brodie later signed for Maid-

Yo

an astonishing displ

storie were “phyched” out of
the points, Canterbury  ware
continually penalised for fouls
in the first-half, plaved it very
%I:zs::af mldeed and some of the
s playe / i
Im;d k}?ﬂ\gcs.“rs were taking
1 the second half. instead
continuing 10 meet foree wiﬁ{
skﬂl.‘ they played it Canter-
bury’s way, started to dish it
out themselves, lost their copl in
;{:’ec pgcott;esn. and found the Kent
er at the hy
1m%hwfre. ard stuff than
hus Canterbury (admit
playing betler in 51!&- hallf‘:cgg
on top vet a goal looked a fong
way untif the 16th minute
when too much cleverness jy
defence allowed Gemmel 10
slip the ball wide of a stranded
Brodie, and 10 minutes later
hwﬂl:;ht'gnmle it two and could
¥ believe such goal
gﬂgms&y‘ Eoalkeeping
N the stroke of time Ha
scored a splendid goal 10 ma;:
:k:hi scoreline a travesty of Jus-

OUTSTANDING

Outstandi
_}‘;“ Egi:l}rg;g% for Wealdstone

- With his great cxperience,
and Ray Fulton fell :
trap of pla; anw;g‘n?y“:

"!“ Own game. As a result,  son, Sub: B

USRI

¢ season from Margate, gave away the
ay of hesitancy,

Fulton had one of his poorer
names.

Four names went into the
book. Bursess and Watson for
Wealdstope and Bayliss and
Hﬂrror for Canterbury, and
one felt that Bayliss was lucky
not to -have an early bath,

I\-Ianuga_r Sid Prosser has
problems in Wealdstone's mid.
field, where Paul Fairclough, an
gi::-nrrﬁcgm_so 'rar. shows no

gn of playing hi
the dqldmm’;, e
 Striker Bill Bytne is another
just not doing it"at present, and
¢ may well have cause to be
grateful that John Henderson |
started a two week suspension |
immediately after the Canter-
ur'mgjlch, I
taldstone™s dowafall, guite
apart  from  anything %Ise. i
stemmed from midfield, where °
odfrey  and  Watson
struggled, The tragedy is that |
three’ coaches of "Stones sup- |
porters made the trip. !
anlly\!heonlymmmem on |
the Canlerbury piteh, lumpy.,
barren and like a desert waste,
s that one can only marvel nf |
the tolerance of 1 league's |
Management committes, i
Wenldstone:  Broiie: Burg- |
ess. Fulton, Kinnear, ‘l\dcé;s@
{r‘:'mk: Godfrey, Faircloug
atson; Byrne. Duck, Heny
arnes, P

stone United as cover but
doesn’t appear to have made an
appearance for them, and died
from prostate cancer in 2000 at
the age of 63.




Pics: Jon Taffel

Dagenham & Redbridge H)

Grosvenor Vale Monday August 28th 2023

Wealdstone 0 - 2 Dagenham  Attendance- 1,513

Manager Stuart Maynard made two
changes from the side that lost to
Aldershot Town at the start of the
weekend, with Max Kretzchmar and
Olufela Olomola making way for Nathan
Ferguson and Sam Bowen.

VWealdstone started the match with great
possession and comfort on the ball in the first half
and saw a chance just five minutes into the game,

when Bowen’s shot on goal went just wide following

a great string of play by Tahven Campbell who set
him up.

Moments later, Nathan Ferguson ran through
the Daggers defence but his shot deflected just
wide and earned the Stones a corner.

Just before the half hour mark, the Stones were

denied an opener due to a great save from Elliott

. Justham, who tipped over a Ferguson shot headed

for the top corner.

A loose back pass by Alex Dyer played Mussa
through on goal but Jed Ward made a crucial save
with his leg just before half time to preserve the

. scoreline.

It didn’t take long for the Daggers to find the
back of the net after half time, with the visitors
breaking the deadlock after only three minutes

. courtesy of Hill, who saw his strike take a heavy

deflection off of Jaydn Mundle-Smith leaving VWard
stranded.

VWealdstone kept to their attacking intent in
searching for an equaliser; and went close again
through Ferguson, who's low free kick into the

bottom left corner went into
the hands of Justham.

Another great chance
b followed for Campbell, this
5! time taking a shot which was
% saved by the Daggers keeper’s
leg.

gA minute later and with six
to go, Mussa sealed the win
with a 25-yard strike that
i sailed throtgh the arms of
Ward and into the net:

Wealdstone had time to
find one more dangerous
i chance when substitute
Olomola saw a great strike
bounce off the side post.

WEALDSTONE:

Ward, Cook (c), Barker,
Mundle-Smith, Clayden,
Charles (Adarkwa 59), Dyer,
Ferguson (Olomola 81),
Obiero, Bowen, Campbell.
Subs not used: Barrett,
Andrews, Hutchinson

Report by
Libby McElhinney

HARTLEPOOL UNITED (a) iy "

Victoria Park Saturday September 2nd 2023
Hartlepool 2 - | Wealdstone 7/ 1072 G758

—yr —— At T }m.ﬂ.{

A late Wealdstone onslaught almost
pulled a draw out of the fire at the Suit
Direct Stadium against high-flying
Hartlepool United.

Cracking late efforts from substitute Olofela
Olomola and Charlie Barker so nearly poached an
unlikely point after a goal in each half from the
prolific Tom Crawford and Manny Dieseruvwe had
given the home side a 2-0 lead.

After 10 minutes of cat and mouse football
Hartlepool went ahead. A low cross from the left
was teed up for Crawford to crack a low right
footer past Jed Ward from 16 yards.

It might have been 2-0 as Brody Paterson fired
wide -and then Ward used his legs to deny Callum
Cooke when a defensive mistake gave the striker
time inside the box.

Stones were growing into the game though and
Nathan ferguson flashed 20 yarder just too high,
matched by a low effort from Pools’ Cooke which
Ward saved comfortably.

But as the visitors’ passing game struggled to
make headway against the well-drilled Pool, Cooke
raced away down the left and squared the ball to
the lively Crawford. He seemed certain to score
but Stones’ Charlie Clayden appeared from
nowhere to block his shot.

The second half flared into life as Cooke's rifled
25 yarder drew a brilliant flying save from Ward.
And then Stones substitute Tarryn Allarakhia was
flattened on the edge of the Hartlepool box and
Ashley Charles was a yard off target with the
freekick.

Stones were looking to get on the front foot with

(115 anhlnlunv

|

the |ntroduct|on of Allarakhia clearly unnerving thae

home defence - and a genius turn by Talwon
Campbell on the hour gave Onaraisie his first
uncomfortable moment before keeper Pate
Jameson made a brave block to keep Poal |0
ahead.

Then after a flurry of corners, Jaydn Mundle
Smith picked out Jack Cook at the far post and 1o
skipper’s header dribbled just wide,

The introduction of former Stone Josh Umerali
seemed to spur Hartlepool on and Ward saw two
snap shots sail narrowly over,

The all-important second goal wasn't long
coming though, Paterson breaking away on the lofi
and his precise cross finding the towaering Manny
Dieseruvwe who climbed above the Stonas

Z defence to plant his 67th minute header past Wi

It was all Hartlepool for five minutes and tlia
visitors’ goal led a charmed life, yet a quick Stones
break then saw Allarakhia swopping passes with
Ferguson to found the far corner from 20 yards via
the post. Stones had a lifeline,

With five minutes to go, Stones third sub Olufeli
Olomela saw his powerful left footen pawed away

by Jamesen and, as Hartlepool hung on, defande

Charlie Barker let fly from 25 yards only to sea his

- shot skim the crossbar with Jameson beaten,

WEALDSTONE:
Ward, Barker, Cook (c), Mundle-Smith, Clayden,
Charles, Dyer (Clomola 80}, Ferguson, Oblero,
Bowen {Allarakhia 45), Campbell (Andrews 73)
Subs not used: Barrett, Adarkwa.

Report by Tim Parks




KIDS PARTIES
AT GOALS RUISLIP

Enjoy a great kids party at Goals any time of the year.

Whether you choose our Premiership or Championship
package, your little kicker is sure to have a day to
remember,

All parties take place in a fun but safe environment to
give you peace of mind whilst your kids hit the pitch.

4

£ SCAN THE OR CODE

[ i OR VISIT GOALSFODTBALL.CO.UK

Pl
Service Award
2 feefo

PROUD TO SUPPORT
WEALDSTONE FC

Printers of VWealdstone’s award winning programme

ECO-FRIENDLY DIGITAL PRINT AND 4-COLOUR OFFSET

FAST SERVICE
NATIONWIDE DELIVERY
LOW PRICES

People For Print Ltd.

[0 Riverside Park

Sheffield 52 4BB
info@peopleforprint.co.uk
01142720915 /07802 786000

UCFB |

UNIVERSITY CAMPUS OF FODTDALL BUSINESS

GlS

GLOBAL INSTITUTE of SPORT

Kick off your career in the
sports industry

Turn your passion for football into a career with the University Campus
Football Business and its Global Institute of Sport where you can study a
range of courses with access to iconic stadiums and global summits

Over 90% of UCFB graduates find Z5 Premier
League %

full-time employment within
6 months of graduating with
two thirds of those working
in football and sport

We have alumni work
each of the 20 Premier Le
clubs and 49 of the 72 EFL

“ | really enjoyed my time at GIS w
gained valuable analysis knowledg

additional coaching experience.
definitely the place to go if wc

in football is your long tern

Den

GIS graduate, First Team Analyst and Cc
Assistant at Watford FC V

l'hey say if you have a job that you
love you'll never work a day in your
life and | genuinely feel like that.

Mya Graham,
LB graduate, Assistant Producer at talkSPORT

Scan here for more - #

information and how to, o

apply, or visit UCFB.ac.uk — ,
€24 J.

@ | | 4




.8 years ago: A real "=FLe
"A Cup classic sees the™ ™
ytones David slay the &%
soliath known as Grays
ON THIS DAY j& . by Gordon

Lh September 1995: Grays Athletic (FA
up Ist Qual Rd, away) Drew 2-2

1% game was early in Gordon Bartlett’s reign and
i1 on the back of an unbeaten start to the sea-
i1 A totally new side had been put together and it
14 il the stage where everything was going for us.
liddence was high and the footbalt world was
s for the taking.

it iys were in the Ryman Premier whilst we had
\ transferred across from the Southern League

i had been unceremoniously dumped in Ryman
v hree - so this fixture saw a gap of 4 divisions.
i was a cracking cup tie which saw two evenly
itched sides going toe to toein the sultry late
immer conditions. A final resulc of 2-2 with two
als from Paul Sheldrick was fully deserved and
ovidled great entertainment for the 291 crowd

(half of what Sudhir Rawal estimated) with

most having travelled across London.
What happened next? Well, an absolutely stonk-
ing replay the following Tuesday under the White Lion
Ground lights followed with the Stones winning 4-3 to
complete a real giant killing.

However the euphoria of that night quickly evapo-
rated in the next round when we lost -0 away to
. Hertford Town - a team that would finish near the
bottom of our division and a team we would beat 7-0
later in the season.

This was the first crack that started to appear in this
new team and by the end of the Autumn it had devel-
oped intoa chasm. Once the doubts crept in it was
clear things were not as they should be so changes
were made but not enough to give us the season we
had hoped for or indeed expected. We missed out of
promotion, the very least we had anticipated.

. FACup It Qualitying  pyowy the Supporters Club magazine ‘El-

CATHLETIC 2 mslie Ender’ reported on the Grays games
DHTONE o in September 1995. The picture above is of
Aok goal hero Paul Sheldrick and (right) the

programme for the replay at the buzzing
White Lion ground

1l oup game on the trol,
#lanbion turning to the romanee of the FF A

Past the past, Aain (1
St Again Grays droy 1o,
Just winutes fr:;; o 4rays drew Joye] y;

el th a header

| ehassic cup tie, with both teams going hell
ti onch othors threats from the start By the end bogp sides hag
Tt SHA6s had run themselvey ine.
;;nuadmabrenlhlaﬁmg ::::a:ch]. lfz‘F; e

bavkidl by some 150 fans, came under
“atly on with the Grays' tricky win 129.95.

¥ 6T CAnS- 95-FAC i
0l treuble. However Wealdstone started WEALDST(E“EEE!QUB;JMH&’ Bound Replay

s

ol ool ond soon had Urnys' eeper at ithwaite 5 hiets l i i . oyed § !' 03 bac. to the game and tw
ke full Bmuh ite) 2!" -U!rcb, nlh"h \"J”U'ﬁd St back

' MAYe 0 u‘”"')‘ shot and then ]IHVil)g to be GRAYS ATE y 3 inutes "I red a‘n"-}rr C‘(’ﬂt‘glﬂ to p :

Wy md Hlltlllrll‘i'n feat, ati; 4 s Stl{.:el/.l‘;hlﬂ:w]!' hhﬂ”'v . paguif oal

208 (Double it and Youmight get closel)

\ tame when Croad challenged at a.corner
Wl 1l Foose for Shelly to slam home. Grays
 lvelling almost on the break from one of
' (iossea Lo the tall front men. The half

Aclassicmateh, that | i
i s thet Ieft the crowd gasping for air The second half saw Grays equalise minutes inta the
halfl and ence again the silly colebrations were on

Perget the offici . T
gzt the official gate, more than 406 fans flockedto  show. But they really did look stupid, when a corner,

the White Lion ground and created an electrie atmos-

MuAre phere. Packed into the stand, th oaphers & miaute laer was dropped by the G ' ke
reminiscent of Lower Moy C{:P i the atmospliere wag Rodra_v slammed home. The erowd w::E:uer? pf:::f
L Al st ol where the first ended. un Wealdstone and Sheldrick scored another g,ffurium.

gaal. Running from the hal

Butit was Grays that fook the Jead. A corner wasn't the ball reund the k
@ keeper.

cleared and wag thumped hack ints th
iting e net from the
edgo of the box, signalling the stupid Grays' colebra.

f way line befs i
" it the Premior divisien side under T
W thay closed dawn tha tricky winger by

" vt Lions. Then Grays pulled u goal back and Stones wera left
Bieeh s - to hold on for fifteen tortuous minttes, But it wag

& 1he lond when Shelly glanced the ball hﬁ::e : mﬁnﬂt !;lfﬂéd 83 they played by for the over, ?u"hd the crowd and players celebrated together
Do & half chance au bis shot juat went. | urged on by the vociferous crowd. | Mg .tha_t.w;l! take some beating. (SR}

While 39 years ago Brian Hall had
good reason to be a happy man

Stones’ boss is smiling at last

Wealdstane 3
WEA ane 3 Nuneaton oo | free kick ngalng 4,
LDSTONE boss Brign Hall has  bar, Stones tupneq fnutt;\‘:ﬂ::‘:: :fr ;}:e
ciplined performance Fa) has been

- Ence at tast, He Is
Aty happy wigh the way his side s clamouring for all seagon,
Steve McCargo flred Stones Into &

playing afier seeing them L.
; B them stretoh thelr
l:lg‘i;t t:jx‘nmfu:“hr: Gola League with 2hl st lﬂiﬂ““ ‘;:d- bundilng the ball over
r Nunenton Boro on  the flne aRer Paul 5
Tuesday night, writes Willtam Bull. iy orae
fer surviving n alnth minute soare
when Stuart Hammill rifled n 20-yard

made It 2-0 from the penalty spot after
Alan Cordice had been sent tumbling
by Richsrd HHI and after 63 minutes
Bowgett stretched Stones’ lead; head:
Ing a Dennls Byatt free kick over a
stranded Steve Clay in Boro's goal,
With the threat of Paul Culpln, last
sesson's leading scorer, und Trevor
Morley, Boro's most influential player,
belng snuffed out Stones never seemed

knocked # Brian Greenaway corser
back ncross the goal,
Elght minutes later Mark Graves

Ry [ 3 to be In any trouble.

- -8 Moﬂg i;;f‘lin ﬁ'lce of{l;!; il:l: h:
= only twice, Elght minutes from tm/ he_
Tuesday September |1 mu{lded off & fine move with a r7iping;

1984 (Gola League): drive which brought & super/ s
Nuneaton Borough E;mé ‘s_tnmn' rookle ‘keepf VAIF
Home W3-1 | %qé’a“.ﬁ?.'..‘:,., deputlsing r\_s%m
who Injured knee lgaments ar-doston,

WEALDSTONE went into
this fixture unbeaten after
their first six league games in
what was to be a champion-
ship-winning season in the
Gola League.

Nuneaton were a very
good side too at this time
and they would eventually
finish runners up behind the

made a sound, If at tlmes uncerialn,
debut,

With Tles also ruled out of Satur-
day's FA Cup trip to Hounslow, the
18-year-old McGulnness wiil be be-
tween the silcks agaln.

He was left with no chance on
Boro's vonsolation fve minutes from |
time. Motley turned welkt on the edge of |
| the box and curled a shot past the

"keeper. |
{ ”‘3"'.«. bI:m Hnll anld: “1 am happy
at last, 1 was pleased with our attitwde

Stones. Over 800 watched #' :. and our dlscipline, z:‘:;

this one under the Lower | g %?ﬂmuwm“% ol
Mead lights and saw Nunea- Skipper PauP Joyaed, A“é%?%g:gmﬁ, T im, Subse N
ton male the early running | Bowgett heads Gordice; Weddet i i
with some crisp inventive ... the clinching goal % Ty _'

football. Nuneaton had the
likes of Paul Culpin and
Eddie McGoldrick in those days - as well as a few others
who would go onto have successful pro careers - so we
had to ride the storm.

Although you could argue we faced better footballing
sides, there were few who could match Stones' resil-
ience:and mentality and eventually we were able to im-
pose ourselves on the game to come away with a hard
earned win. Full-back Steve McCargo got a rare goal to
put us ahead with Mark Graves (penalty) and Paul Bow-
gett wrapping it up. The quality of this game belonged to
a much higher level and | would say it was as good as any
game | ever saw at Lower Mead.

What happened next? Well, our electric start to
the season continued for a few more weeks before we
got bogged down a bitin October and November when
we had a seven-game run without a win in the league.
However we managed to turn it around to eventually
win the league despite seldom regaining the early
fluency. But what a record-breaking season it was!
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Six years ago: A
Greenie special

batters Bognor :

ON THIS DAY & by Tim Parks

Yth September 2017: Bognor Regis Town,
Natlonal League South (Home) Won 3-0
WIE WERE struggling. The new: manager Bobby
Wilkinson had been in charge for four games and his
first three ended in 1-1 draws - and the last a 5-1
tloleat at Weston Super Mare, We were third from
liottom and although most people agreed with the
| ting of ways with the previous long-serving boss
Giordon Bartlett, there were rumblings of
discontent,

I'he up and coming ex-Hungerford manager
Willinson was upbeat and confident of turping
things around of course... but that Walloping at
VVaeston was a concern, not least for chairman Peter

larsden,

W had a great chance to climb the table though
vith two home games in three days: against mid-
lling seaside outfits Bognor G
Logis and Poole Town.

L.oft-back Ryan Sellers, mid-
(el icon Danny Green and
llectric winger Abobaker Eisa

t of shot) hits th
arget with his superiative freeki

tance) ... but Danny Green did just that to raise our
spirits at the Gun Turret end. Bognor keeper Dan
Lincoln was grasping at thin air as the ball thudded
superbly into the top corner, and we danced around
like loons up in the cheap seats, all claiming that we
knew Danny was deadly from that distance.

It never happened again.

But no matter; were were on our way to a much-
needed win and ferome Okimo set up the rampaging
Seltars for a lovely second goal on 71 minutes in front
ofa raucous Bulla Stand... and Ciaron Brown then
headed his only Stones goal six minutes later from a
Greenie corner. As we were playing home games on
Monday nights in those days, we had just 48 hours to

. wait for our next Stones fix and Pocle Town obligingly

rolled over for a 4-| defeat with Eisa,
2 ‘M this time, the star man, Gordon
— [ % Bartlett had spotted the teenager’s
o potential when playing for Uxbridge
| the previous season but was loath to

Weatistore . play him too often, citing his youth
iturned to the starting eleven / P By GellE IS youth...
\ ; S sIe e o7 ok i 7.5 . but he never looked back after this

f T 207 45pm
vith Josh Hill and and Wilkinson pes _ﬁm’;’.!'m“mmmuuesam

acruies Stephane Ngamvoulou
il the much-vaunted striker

il Mohamed either on the

oich or left out completely, i

[t waas a period of turmoil as the 14
aw boss broughtin a raft of ‘
layars who had served him well

Flungerford - Matty Day and

lan ©'Brien among others, while

[-Bomb' Harry Goodger was on |

i way = but the bottom line was
i points from these next two
ey

I'hank goodness for Greenie and
L i :

I genuinely think we might have had the shortest
ealidstone managerial tenure EVER if Wilkinson
(I not trusted the mercurial talents of Green and
Wit this September afternoon. For with 38 minutes
tyail and Bognor looking as likely as ourselves to
ure, wo won a freekick 25 yards out. Our ability
hit the target from a freekick was about as good
ah s now (and I'm not denying what an incredible
Gntiels to score with dip and bend from that dis-

R AR

. weekend as he became a fixture in
B VWilkinson's side.
ltwas little surprise when the big
. clubs came sniffing around the wing-
' er,and 12 goals and five months
later he was snapped up by Shrews-
bury. He is still playing EFL football
six years later at Grimsby Town -
- and we still hope that he'll ‘come
| home’ to the Vale one day!
What happened next?
Well of course this was the season
of the FA Trophy semi-final run
| when we slalomed past Chelms-
' ford, Wingate & Finchley, Hereford
and Warrington to set up that epic
quarter-final at Billericay. The 5-2 win had us all
believing in a Wembley trip only for eventual winners
Brackley to prove just too good in the semis. Oh, and
Bognor and Poole Town were both relegated that
season while came Ith,
WEALDSTONE line-up v Bognor: North, Oshodi,
Sellers, Brown, Day, Wellard (Ngamvoulou 84),
Whichelow, Okimo, Fitchett (Osei 84), Green, Eisa.
Subs not used: Hill, O’Brien, Godfrey.
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Wealdstone FC Executive Club

Club, Kit, Travel & Stand

GPF Lewis Hollywell Haulage
KELME Nagle flooring
Corpay SHOTS
Rolfe East MODU
OSMO Ruislip Windows & Doors
A field Acad
ADW Connect Harefield Academy
Alforno Cafe NHS Lung Health Check
Anytime Fithess tiomeflc:u;'ROE %
ents & Securit awrence Ran

QE?EEX\;cutive ¢ Luker Rowe, Insurance Broke

e ? K
Barons Ruisli Merchandise.co.u
Barton Petrollz-um Michael Nutt decorators
Bugler Grou Nagle Flooring
C SgBedfordp Northwood & Ruislip news
C&G Scaffolding O'Neill & Brennan
Chandlers Roofing Supplier Open Square Glazing
Count Credtion Orbital Fasteners
D&B Decorators Right Contract Services
D&R Drain services Rolfe East
Exiom Technologies Ruislip Tyres
Falcon Green Turf Doctor
Goals The Vale
GPF Lewis Wealdstone FC Acodem_y
Groundtel Wealdstone FC Foundation
Guy Mummery Roofing

Programme

Analytix Certified Accountancy
Barracuda Fish and Chips
Barton Petroleum

Goals

GPF Lewis

Guy Mummery Roofing
NHS Lung Health Check
Homeflair
Merchandise.co.uk
Rolfe East



WEALDSTONE FC
BALL SPONSORS 2023/2024

O O O S

A traditional package for businesses (from £225 + vat) or fans (£180) for two people that will give
you the satisfaction of knowing you have paid for the ball that Wealdstone FC are banging into the
not (or out of the ground!). And we've frozen these prices for the 2023/24 season.

® ) x Match tickets
@ Prime seats in the main stand if required fa\. BARNET
® Publicity over the PA system and via the official club website and social media Vanaraima National Loague

® Captains Lounge hospitality with refreshments & snacks,
® ) x match-day programmes

|
As match ball donor you will enjoy: ‘
@® A fabulous autographed team ball. ‘

ALDERSHOT TOWN

Vanarama National Leayue
Y

Il you or your organisation are interested in donating the match ball for 2 home match then please ﬁ HAHTLEPO“L UN"ED

contact Richard Hopwood on 07799 077816 or richardhopwood@wealdstonefc.com Vanataia iicas meme

7% MAIDENHEAD UNITED

Yanarama Hational League

%1 YORK CI ' =] SOUTHEND UNITED
%’ YORK CITY Tohy Jackson (Lapels Badges) i =
INmkf  Vanarama National League X : % e ‘@MJ@ Vanarama National League

'FC HALIFAX TOWN

AFC FYLDE = : '

I Vanarama National League P Vanarama National League
EBBSFLEET UNITED T GA_‘-[ES-HEAD,
Vanarama National League ‘s:am:,uf{mm. Hﬁnﬁigna! League
ALTRINGHAM . DORKING WANDERERS

Vanarama National League

@ WOKING

; Vanavawa National Leaguz
Vanarama National Leangue ;

BROMLEY

Vanarama National League

KIDDERMINSTER HARR.

7 OLDHAM ATHLETIC

o Vanarama National League

(}.

7=\ BOREHAM WOOD -
“ " Yieiai s y ll} Vanarama National League

! Vanarama National League e
.. OXFORD CITY ; SOLIH!_]I.L MOORS
Wl 7 Vanarama National League

Vanarama National League

@ ROCHDALE

Vanarama Natlonal Leagup

~)] CHESTERFIELD

Vanarama National League

AR AR

In memory of s n b Rt
Roy Couch S e
Steve, Megan & Rehecca Wood

Terry Hissey
Peter & Steve Drew, Ron & David
- in memory of fans no longer wi




RM Partners

Are you 55-74, live in
Hillingdon and smoke
or used to smoke?

You could get a free NHS
Lung Health Check.

Lung health checks are quick,
simple, and a good way

of spotting lung-related
problems early on.

Please contact us for more
information and to check
if you are eligible.

Please scan the QR code, visit the website
at: lunghealthchecks-westlondon.nhs.uk
or call 020 7351 8607.

"

new balan

P i Sl

Become a New Balance partner and receive:

+ FREE online shop
+  Gift of Kit
Dedicated account manager
» Custom kit and training wear
+ Support of a leading global brand




i ik gy 2023/2024. The cost is £165 for either home or away kit.You'll be
"' atk mentioned here and on the club website, as well as on player inter-
ivo Mg which will be published on Twitter and Youtube.
" w.d; donate, contact Richard Hopwood on 07799 077816 or at
#chardhopwood@wealdstonefc .com

o S upport your favourite player by donating their kit for every game of
9

amM e : v 4 ' " otk ~ il . f i
Stuart MAYNARD “Mi Giovanni McGREGOR Jaydn MUNDLE—SMITH Dom HUTCHINSON Micah OBIERO
Matty SAUNDERS MIChEEI OWEN Brett AHERNE w 51,99 | 1.76m w m’ 17.12.99 | 1.83m (L B) ‘m 17.11.01 | w w 22201 | 1.77m G

g c T0 SPONSOR GI0: TO SPONSOR DOM: _
RON MOORE “ﬂ‘{ﬁ% %ﬁ%’éf S'EEE,'LEE“ RAY CORNER nicksymmons@btinternet.com GARY SMITH nicksymmons@btinternet.com MIKE & VAL WESTO

o o i k | ; :\" " : Fat L L¥ o AT s o il i
Jason SCANNﬁL Craig SAUNDERS Rachel HILE& Charlie B ARK?R Dante-Astor BAPTISTE Jed WARD Luke DREHER Charles CLAYDEN

® 20 (¢ B) 00 7020 | OO0 W OO 200503 | 153m OO B O 27.11.92 | 1.5:m OD OO 00|

T0 SPONSOR DANTE;
SUDHIR, AKHIL, NIKHIL, JAMES KLARFELD NICK & JACKY DUGARD @STONESCAST85
TOM MARSHALL ADAM ROWLAND JON TAFFEL SARIN AND KAMRAN RAWAL nicksymmons@btinternet.com

L

. o N ol N Ay Y e b o o A o oz W e §

16999 | 1.865m ODE @ 1152 [ 1.80m @@ O o [17m O 15099 | 1.75m QD @0 101057 | 15, o6 L0101 T 11000 | 18m GG

(2)
IN LOVING MEMORY OF 70 SPO : ROGER SLATER WEALDSTONE WELSH T° SHORSUMAEANE T"'E WEALDSTONE FC
JOIIN & CHRIS JEFFRESON IC PROPERTY L JIM SORRELL nicksymmons@btinternet.com| |_BOARD OF DIRECTOR
- g e re—

Corle ANDREWS  Mason BARRETT Max KRETZSCHMAR [ Nathan FERGUSON g"f?]ﬁ‘gﬂf‘:f% @171299,

00 5057 OO O >0 15m OOROO 12105 17:m OO W O 121085 | 178 OD 111501111.80m

. DAVID & CAROLINE -
L0 SPONSOR CORIE, " wocmsiun | | Kevivweswegney DAVID EDWARDS | carvsMTH. | CviDEcAROUNE B i cresT Grou




The Premier League,
The FA and Government
are together for football.
/ mﬁmﬂw&f“”ﬂwa
W @nﬁ( 05 slotre }f W») 07
S Umﬁ strej ﬂJg
-"”’f/’/}; nmun fff@/z O

Find out our plans for your area: TOGETHER

FOR FODTBALL

footballfoundation.org.uk

CARRYING
YOUR TEAM
TO SUCCESS

Find The Best Van Leasing Deals At
vVanNnafaMma.com



Oldham  roran vararams
Athletlc fixtures:

The Atrincham

CRESTERFIELD 2>

val e ®  National League National League National League  £15 admission for
® Saturda Tuesday Saturday T
16 September 26 September 30 September homge.,s A Thenhars
3:00pm 7:45pm 3:00pm of the armed forces
FINAL VANARAMA
NATIONAL LEAGUE ALL HOME AWAY RESULTS
TABLE @ 4/9/2023 PWDLFA PWDL PWDLF A GPIS (H (A
1 Barnet 7 511 148 |3 3008 4,421 1/ 6 4 6 16
2 Chesterfiefd 75111914 321086 430118 5 16
3 Solihull Moors 7 4 30147 ‘4 1 308 5(3 3006 2 7 15
4 HartlepoolUnited 7 5 0 2 17 124 4 0 0 10 4 |3 1 0 2/7 B8 5 15| 12
5 Ebbsfleet United 7 403 14 10’ 430110 3|3 1024 7 4 12
6 Halifax Town 7 3 31753120231 |4211/ 4 4 2 12
7 Woking 7 3 22108 ‘ 3201 7 5/41 2 1|3 3 2 1
B Rochdale 731310841124 432016 4 210
9 Altrincham T 2 41 1312/41215 531208 7 1 10
10 Maidenhead United 724165 41303 2(31113 3 1 10
11 Dagenham&Redbridge 7 3 1 3 9 9 |4 2 02 6 7 |3 1 1 1|3 2 0 10| 0-2
12 Gateshead 723211241219 8|3111|5 4 2 9
13 Bromley T2 32 79 ‘3 1113 4|41 21/4 5 -2 9 11
14 Wealdstone 72238 M |32015 540223 6 -3 8| -—- -
15 Eastleigh I 8‘312063 40221 5 47 0-0 ALE
16 Aldershot Town 72141318 4211128 30031 10 -5 7 13 ,, Official Sponsors of
17 OxfordCity 703 R A0 205 03 40 g6y e | Wealdstone FC
18 Oldham Athletic 71 339 12/310246 5[4031/3 7 -3 6
19 Boreham Wood 71 336 10’ 41123 3 (30213 7 -4 &6
20 KidderminsterHarriers 7 1 3 3 3 7 |3 0 3 0 0 0|4 1 0 3/3 7 -4 6 G
21 AFC Fylde 71 24131931117 8|401 36 11 6 5|32
22 Dorking Wanderers 71 247 4/41 21 4 530033 9 7 5
23 York City 7 0 348 15/3012 3 6 J 4 0 2 2|5 9 -1 3| 21
24 Southend United 7 403148 430110431024 4 6 2|

Wealdstone FC’s
first team travel

Follow

is sponsored by

St 0smo, specialists [ ° (3

RIs> Chesterfie focha i Maintaining Excellence
0 n th e ksterme d Ga shiea GPF Lewis is an award winning national contractor providing

Wealdstone FC Construction, Maintenance & Facilities management services.
ro a ° National League National League National League gm:;::;sms f 5 k
d t of |
: 19tthgs tea%her 23r§ a"sé' rg:%ber 3r.crlu8§‘tlg er B :,":;’:f'tie::rmh g p EWI sl CO U
7:45pm . 3:00pm T:45pm away games.

Check online for
PorkinaWanderers com Choctorfinld-El* ra nk [ P R e vy Fil dadaile




