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“The game should not have started’

Wealdstone boss Gordon Bartlett
says there was “no doubt” in his mind
Tuesday’s Conference South clash at
Hemel Hempstead should not have
started and described the half which
was played as ridiculous.

Goals from Moussa Diarra, James
Potton and Jordan Parkes had Dean
Brennan’s side in cruise control at the
break, with Bartlett left fearing his
side’s impressive 11-game unbeaten
league run would be brought to an
abrupt end by the Tudors.

Referee Wayne Porter took the
decision to abandon the game at half
time due to a frozen pitch.

Reflecting on the decision, Bartlett
said: “There was no doubt in my
mind that the game should not have
started.

“You were crunching around the
pitch and it was only going to colder.
1 did say to the linesman it was ridicu-
lous.”

Bartlett continued: “They (Hemel
Hempstead) adapted to the surface
better and continued from Saturday
when they scored six, but for 15 min-
utes after that 1 felt we were very
much in the ascendency.

“My whole team talk at half time
was about how if we got one back I
fancied us getting back into the
game.”

The Stones were without Carl Mar-
tin, Richard Jolly and Jefferson Louis
through injury but Bartlett refused to
blame the absence of the trio for a
below-par first-half display.

He said: “Two of our management
staff could not make it so our prepa-
ration was not the best. Despite the
fact we said we know they start very
well we found ourselves 2-0 down due
to our inability to defend properly.”

Watford loanees Jorell Johnson (left) and Luke O’Nien (right) go head-to-head.

Saturday saw the Stones extend
their unbeaten run in the league with
a 2-0 win over Hayes & Yeading Unit-
ed at Grosvenor Vale, courtesy of
strikes from Matt Ball — his second in
as many league games — and Louis,
who was injured in the process of
scoring.

And Bartlett paid tribute to the
striker who had missed so spectacu-

larly against the same side earlier in
the week.

He enthused: “I was never worried
about the miss, it was one of things.

“Last year Scott McGleish missed
a couple of chances in the FA Trophy
against Maidstone United and people
said go and get a proven striker — you
don’t get much more proven than
Scott.
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“Jefferson is big, strong, holds the
ball up well and scores goals. Unfor-
tunately he will be out for a couple of
weeks now with his quad injury.”

The Stones return to action on Sat-
urday when they host Weston-Super-
Mare in the Conference South.

No date has yet been set for Weald-
ston’s re-arranged clash with Hemel
Hempstead Town.

Pinner one win
away from title

The ‘Invincibles’ of Pinner RFC are
one victory away from winning the
Middlesex Merit Table Five after
thumping Hampstead Fifths 42-5 at
home on Saturday.

There are only two league fixtures
remaining which means if Pinner
win one of their last two they will
secure top spot.

Unbeaten Pinner ruthlessly cut
Hampstead’s defence to ribbons with
three quick-fire tries in the game’s
opening minutes.

A try apiece from Andrew Alexan-
der, Alex Dixon and Rohan Desai
gave the hosts a commanding 21-0
lead as they pressed home an early
advantage to leave Hampstead on
the rocks.

Wave upon wave of Pinner attacks
crashed upon the helpless visitors
and the bonus point was secured
when full-back Nial Curran dived
over, again converted by Chris
Jepsen to effectively end the contest.

Having taken control of the game,
Pinner were guilty of relaxing some-
what and allowed Hampstead to hit
back when Leo York burst through a
lacklustre defence to make it 28-5
before half time.

In recent weeks Pinner have come
on strong in the second half and they
repeated the trick against Hamp-
stead.

After a lull in pressure from the
hosts, they moved through the gears
with number eight Andrew Alexan-
der muscling his way over before
Curran added his second soon after.

Jepsen converted both tries to
bring his personal tally to 12 points
with a flawless kicking display which
enabled Pinner to rack up their 13th
consecutive victory.
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