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26 The Bishops Avenue
High End Residential New Build

PERSONNEL

Chairman Rory Fitzgerald
Vice Chairman & Financial
Director Dominic Whyley
Director Nick Symmons,
Engagement and Community
Director Darren Linden
Assaciate Directors

Paul Rumens, Paul Fruin,
Peter Worby, Quentin Fox,
Keith Davies

Chief Operations Manager &
Senior Safeguarding Officer
Richard Hopwood

Club Secretary & Welfare Officer
Paul Fruin {07790 038095)
Company Secretary

Andrew Lane

FOOTBALL MANAGEMENT
First Team Manager

David Noble

Assistant Manager

Nell Banfield

Goalkeeping Coach

Jason Scanell

First Team Coach Sam Cox
Kit Manager Brett Aherne
Head of Player Development
Cameron Mawer

Academy Coach

Kenny Mutsanya

Club Doctor Benjamin Bennett
Sports Therapist Michael Owen
Strengthening & Conditioning
Rachel Hill

Academy Manager Brunel
University Londaon Dale

Welsh

GROUND REGULATIONS

pFlewis

Building Excellence

GPF Lewis is an award winning national contractor providing
Construction, Maintenance & Facilities management services,

gpflewis.co.uk

2) No spectator ball games,

Smoking or Vaping inside the ground.

+ Using obscene or bad language likely to caus

3} The consumption of alcoholic drinks is permitted INSIDE the social cluls bar,
1) Vehicles parked on the Grosvenor Vale site are at the owners’ risk,

5) Wealdstane Football Club supports the FA's campaign on pyrotechnics (e.g. flares and smake bombs). Any misuse of such items
in and around the Graund will result in those responsible being asked to leave the
guidance, may result in a report to the Police, p

WEALDSTONE FoorsaLL cLus Season 202372024

WEALDSTONEFC@BTINTERNET.COM » WWW.WEALDSTONE-FC.COM « COMPANY NO. 3953962

CLUB PERSONNEL

Life Vice-President Alan Couch
Treasurer Barry Benveniste
Head of Media

Chris Woods

Media Team Nicole Cho-Yee,
Chloe Atkins, Will Beaman, Will
Bewsey, Libby McElhinney

PA Announcer Michael Leckie
Commentators Tim Parks
Club Historian Peter Worby
Events Officer James Klarfeld
Matchday Catering Dd's Diner
The Vale Bar & Banqueting
Sarah Gowdy

Events Officer/Liaison Officer
James Kiarfeld

Safety Officer Amar Zama
Boardroom & Hospitality

Carol Carter, Lynn Evans

MATCHDAY PROGRAMME
Programme Editor Mark Hyde
Production Martin Read,

Tim Parks, Martin Lacey
Printing People for Print Ltd.
www.peopleforprint.co,uk
wfcprogramme @gmail. com

COMMERCIAL/ MARKETING
IT Consultant Neil Rands
Commercial Emin Alibey,
Richard Hopwood

otential prosecution and a ban fro

01895 637487

MAJOR HONOURS SINCE 1950
LEAGUE TITLES

195171952 Athenian League

1973 /1974 Southern League Division One South
1981 /1982 Southern League Southern Division
1981 /1982 Southern League Championship

1984 /1985 National League Premier (Gola League}
1096 /1997 Isthmian League Division Three
201372014 Isthmian League Premier Division
201972020 National League South

NATIONAL CUPS
1965 /1966 FA Amateur Cup
1984 /1985 FA Trophy

LEAGUE CUPS
1981/1982 Southern League Cup

MIDDLESEX COUNTY CUPS
1958/ 1959 Senior Cup
1862 /1963 Senior Cup
1864 /1965 Senior Cup
1867 /1968 Senior Cup
1984 /1985 Senior Cup
2003 /2004 Charity Cup
2010/2011 Charity Cup

NON TITLE-WINNING PROMOTIONS

1997 /1998 Isthmian League Division 2 (3rd)

1998 / 1999 Isthmian League Division 1 (3rd,annulled)
2003 / 2004 Isthmian League Premier Division

The legal name of Wealdstone
Football Club is Wealdstone
Football Club (2000) Ltd
(Registered Number 03953962).
Shares in excess of 10% are
held by Peter Marsden Property
Finance Ltd & Wealdstone FC
Supporters Club

People are only allowed entry to The Vale on match days subject to the following rules and regulations:
1) The club reserves the right to eject from the ground any person who is
+ Entering the ground through any means other than through the turnstil
- Entering the field of play before, during or afte
+ Being drunk, or under the influence of alcohal
- Carrying items which may be considered a dan

considered to have committed any of the following acts:
€5 0r entrances
ra game without prior authorisation
or drugs + Using violence of any nature
ger to others, including cans, hottles, or glasses containing alcoholic beverages
+Throwing any article onto the field of play « Climbing floodlight pylons, fences, stands or any structure or building

e offence to others « Hitting the side or back panels of the Bulla stand

garden and boardroom areas,

ground and, in line with football authority
m the Club of up to three years.

Wealdstone FC Board of Directors




Britain’s longest-running fanzine column (and it shows it)

Real supporters

stick it out to the
bitter end, even if

it means seeing
Matt Ball score

the winning goal

for Biggleswade

7. "1 BY MARTIN LACEY

i % FOOTAGE of West Ham fans

L8 (below) leaving the London Stadi-

B ™ umin their droves at half time

E% just because they were 4-0 down
to Arsenal had me bemoaning the
state of modern football fandom.

In a previous column | have stated my distaste for
leaving a match, any match,
before the final whistle, and my
enduring sense of shame about
the rare occasions - three in
over fifty years - that | have
done so myself. As far as I'm
concerned you are not a sup-
porter if you only want to stick
around for the glory and the
triumphs, if you only, as they
say, sing when you're winning.

On the contrary, you really need to embrace the
disappointments and disasters to fully appreciate
the high points. Real supporters will stick it out to
the bitter end every time.

So yes, the FA Trophy means that glorious day in
Cambridge, it means Britt Assombalonga, Chris
O'Leary’s bullet header against Dartford, Sean
Cronin keeping a clean sheet in goal at Brackley, and

" Below: the icanic Elmslie Stand at the Stones’ former ground,

Giees alih

.. Lower Mead in Harrow

RN AR

The ‘Elmslie Ender’ was among the
first wave of football club magazines
when it replaced ‘Long Ball Down the
Middle’ as the Wealdstone fanzine in the
mid-1980s, LEDTM’s forerunner ‘Wealdstone

Whispers® was famously the THE very first football
fanzine in Britain when it was published in 1971,

of course Wembley. It also means Finchley (even
before they amalgamated with Wingate FC),
Needham Market and Biggleswade.

Biggleswade, you remember, is just one entry in
the not insubstantial annals of Wealdstone's
ignominious cup exits, made worse because the
winning goal on that wet, very wet, and miserable,
thoroughly miserable, afternoon was scored by one

of our own exes, Matt Ball.

1 Herel would like to buck the

{ trend by saying | wholeheartedly

i disapprove of players who don’t
celebrate when they score against
1 aformer club, When did we all go
so soft and get so sensitive and
easily offended? Alright, if you
score against your boyhood club,
4 that you've supportedall your life,
you might have an excuse for
being slightly circumspect in your response, But let's
be honest. ‘Professional footballers’ and ‘loyalty” are
almost by definition polar opposites.

‘Loyalty’ for a footballer should mean one thing;
you give 100% for the club that’s paying your wages.
Do that and when you move on we all understand
and you go with our best wishes. For those who still
haven't forgiven George Duck for ending up at
Harrow Borough,
first look what he did
for us.

Matt Ball was a
player who never
really lived up to his
billing in a Stones
shirt and had proba-
bly found his level at
Biggleswade. And |

admit, when he ran the full
length of the pitch to doa
kneeslide through the mud
right in front of the Weald-
stone supporters (and | hear
all these years on the Big-
gleswade groundsman is still
trying to fill in those gouges in
the turf) | was quite possibly
in the forefront of the poten-
tial lynch mob giving it back to
him over the fence.

But in a sober moment you
lknew he'd done exactly the
right thing. VWe'd been
giving him grief all afternoon
and he'd given it back to us
six times over in exactly the
way a footballer should. If
you don't celebrate when
you score against a former
club, you're cheating the fans
that are paying your wages
now. Matt Ball, | applaud you.
If you’ve noticed these substitute Elmslie
Ender columns (which the editors sometimes
request in moments of desperation) are
slightly short on topical and up-to-the-
minutecommentary it’s because this season
I have become even more of a part-time
supporter than usual.

My exile hasn’t really been inten-
tional: the run of bad luck started

October 6. | had my match ticket,

train booked, | was even intending to to the edge Of
get there early enough to do a round the bOX, kick

trip on the Severn Valley Railway

‘If we geta
with our match at Kidderminster on fl"@@kiCk close

bought a ticket for Roch-
dale away thirty minutes
before the announcement
it was frozen off.

On the latter occasion |
stayed home and watched
Arsenal v Crystal Palace on
TNT Sport. The commen-
tator mentioned Arsenal’s
mid-season break in Dubai
| somany times | have not the

slightest doubt he was ex-
pecting a free holiday and
handsome backhander from
the tourist board. Curiously

I don't thinl he mentioned

whether or where Crystal

Palace had taken a mid-

season break. Probably

Centerparcs.

Even more bizarrely, after
Arsenal scored two first half
goals from corners he re-

peatedly mentioned what a brilliant job their set

piece coach - who knew such a thing existed? - was
doing, especially during their mid-season break in

Dubai. | wonder how much they pay the set piece

coach to say, ‘Look lads, if we get a corner, lob it

into the box and somebody try and get their head
on the end.’ Despite my fifty-three years watching

Wealdstone, or pessibly because of

my fifty-three years watching VWeald-

stone, | don’t pretend to know much

about football, but that's one job I'm

applying for. ‘If we get a free kick

close to the edge of the box, try to
score a goal by kicking the ball over
or round their wall.” There, I've

before enjoying a pint or threeinthe @ ba“ oVer or naiedit

station pub. Train, beer, football...
and Wealdstone FC. Not quite a
religion, but certainly a way of life to
aspire to.

Yes, | ama cliché and | don’t care
(to almost quote the great Poly . A
Styrene...) Sadly | woke up on the nal Ied It’
Saturday morning feeling decidedly
under the weather and train, beer, football was re-
placed by ambulance, painkillers and the purgatory
that is NHS Accident and Emergency, and, sparing
you the unpleasant medical details, for the next
month | was not fit enough to travel to The Vale or
anywhere else. Then | missed a few matches due to
work and family commitments and by December,
when | finally had the oppertunity to get to a couple
of matches, Billericay in the Trophy, Southend away,
the weather stepped in. | made a round trip of over
three hundred miles for the home game with South-
end which was called off an hour before kick off, and |

around the
wall to score.
There, I’'ve

Anyway, | finally got to see Weald-
stone kick a ball for the first time in
over four menths when we beat Hal-
ifax here at the Vale; but just to com-
plete the jigsaw of why I've been an
absentee fan, and in the hope of get-
ting free tickets on Emirates for my
next trip, | would like to announce that, like Arse-
nal, | took a midwinter break in Dubai, What a
lavely place! Well, 1 know, any lingering sympathy
you had for me has just gone out of the window.

Actually, since my daughter moved there a few
years back | try to take a midwinter breal every
year, also where possible a midsummer break, a
mid-spring break and a mid-autumn break. It's
possible these breaks will eventually merge,
whereupon | will become even mere long-distance
and part-time than | am now.

I will still be Wealdstone ‘til | die, and, rest as-
sured, both these eventualities are some way off.




DEON Woodman really was thrown in be hard to get on and do anything, but
the deep end of that very wet pitch when  we defended well and just that one mis-
he came on just before halftime against 7 take costusa point.”
Maidenhead after Jack Cook’s lt wasn’t the 6ft 5in defender’s first
sending-off. taste of National League footbal

The just-turned-2l-year-old, on loan at the Vale 7 though, as he spent March onwards of
from Queens Park Rangers, hadn’t realised at last season on loan at Dulwich Hamlet.
first that the Stones skipper had just been shown “I loved it there, it's a great communi-
a second yellow card. ty club and | played

“lt was st ” he said. D P h b' i :
“When | f‘er:li:iz thztsﬁle’d eon s t e Ig m"e\;\zngearzzfaying
just been sh the red . Tuesd d Frid
card | thougﬁ:vsr::gazm man for the e\l:::y 33::';( atI~l s

L ®
the game at Barnet a few blg lOb: stones, matches in a short space of

“I hadn’t been involved in Dulwich so I'm used to lots of
days before, when | stayed time. ., although not for

on the bench, but now | had Ioan Ranger on months on end which could be

ET; ZtrTP in_for w[;at was e the case here at Vealdstone.
cane = his unexpected st

be u.nder alot of prgssuge . debUth and that ;gif;gnr:;t—c va::g E'ee ?niigad
messcond it GOA1 At Anfield! i =

elbow in my face.” “It was a good session” he

| was commentating on the game up in the said. “We did exercises on playing out from the
gantry and said to Stones ‘ midfielder Luke back with Coxy (Sam Cox) and the way we play
Dreher (on co-comms): * Welcome to men’s the game suits me. We also trained at attacking
football Deon!” from dead ball situations and we tallked about

Deon said: “Yes exactly! | knew it was going to what went wrong, a tidy up from the Maidenhead

. . - game",

"“So what has been your greatest
experience in football so far'* | asked
. him.

L “Well, | think it was when | was at
' ‘ Crystal Palace in the under-16 team
| and'we played a pre-season match at
Anfield against Liverpool...and |
 managed to score a goal, meeting a
free kick from the right and seeing
_ my header fly in!”
AREHRIEDE i Deon grew up in Feltham,
the fove at Dulwich’ West London, and began his

O
ALDSTONE PO

“Since then I was in
and around the first
team - but then | was
| injured in an under-23s
game in August and
was out for three
months with ankle liga-
ment injuries on both
| legs in that same game
t ~| ruptured one liga-
ment and had two
tears in the other.

“It wasn’t until No-

§ vember that | was fully
fit again, otherwise I'd
youth career at Crystal Palace, but he have gone out on loan
struggled to establish himself withthe & ,,c, earlier.... But I'm delighted to be here at
regimented youth system there and Wealgeara

went out on a youth foan to QPR to Deon now lives at his auntie's house in Brent-
continue his development. ford, very local for both the Vale and QPR and his

"I signed for Palace as a scholar, but it was dad Robert (despite knowing very little about the
quite tough be<;auset I came in I‘cl.te, and every- game, according to Deon!) came to watch both
one already had their scholarships, so | only the Barnet and Maidenhead matches proudly from
had three months to perform:and earn

the touchline

" Deon's ambition now is to get more

_experience in the men’s game and

- fight his way into the experi-

A enced Rangers squad - despite
. competition from men like

M Steve Cook, Jimmy Dunne,
L | Jake Clarke-Salter; Morgan

mine.
“I'd gone from playing as a
strileer, to a No.4, and then
Palace wanted to tryme
at centre-back. From
then, | had three
months to learn the

position a'nd get my B Fox and Reggie Cannon the
Schol'%rsl‘ilp- It’s US International.
crazy. Not an easy task!

He started offas a *
strileer having grown H
massively at the age of
15— then | was converted
to a holding midfielder
“until | played that ohe game at d
centre back and'loved it!”

It was the move to Loftus Road that kick- years.
started his career and last summer he played “That's why | am desperate for us to beat
several pre-season first team games for Rang- ¢ Hendon and then make a mark in the FA Trophy.

%
Z

He is also keen to improve
his record in cup competi-
tions having twice reached the
quarter-finals of the under-23s

Premier League Cup with Queens
Park Rangers... only to lose to Fulham
and then West Bromwich in successive

U

S

ers at Wimbledon, Reading, in Austriaata Winning it seems achieveable and I'm excited for
summer tournament, and at Bedford Town. the live draw tomorrow™.




WFCSC Update | - Tony Booth

round would go some way to making

this into a reality.

For now though | want to extend a

arm welcome to our visitors from. Gateshead
after a long journey:down from the banks of the

% River Tyne. Hopefully we can make it wor th it with
football and warm hospitality alike.

But the action does not stop.there. Aftera sold
out night of Ska and 2 Tone at The Vale on the 3rd
Z February, we have plenty more on offer. For ‘A
7 Disco Night of Motown, Soul, and Northern Soul,
- come down on Saturday 9th March (tickets are
£7.50 purchased in advance). If the music of a
certain Manchester-based band is more to your
2 tastes, don't miss ‘Oasiz’ on Saturday 6th April
(tlckets £15 in advance). For both events, tickets can
2 be bought at the bar or from James on

y o O e i When it comes to writing these notes,
oy » : | c £ : @ the only place | could possibly startis
A : § with our trip to The Hive, To take over

900 fans to Barnet and snhatch an

| equaliser ten minutes into added time
L i will go down as one of the highlights of.
o d the season, The away end was roaring
i i from the first whistle until the last, and
LOUNGE . X o certainly made for a day I will never
forget.

Allin all, it's been‘a busy couple of weeks for the
club. The Stones are under new management, with
David Noble taking the helm from a departing
Stuart Maynard. Coming in mid-way through the
season, it hasalready been a lively start. Nothing
makes for a better show of this than his first game
against Aldershot. A breathless encounter that
ended 3-3, it alsoallowed us to welcome Phillip
Arnold and Peter Coffey, the winners of our 70797979 5414..

December hospitality draw. After the original date As expected, this is looking like a popular trip but
got postponied, it was a pleasure to invite them and  # we dosstill-have some coach seats available for our
their guests into the Captain's Lounge. upcoming trip:to Rochdale on Tuesday 27th

At the time of writing, we are just preparing tg 7 February, Seatsare an affordable £35 for Adults and
host Hendonin the FA Trophy (still PrePGring.'g.. Ed). £15 for U165 with departure from the Vale at

; : ; 2 OOpm With train travel being problematic for this
In the sport of football, there is always something

: B ot : . & 7 trip, the coach offers a great alternative. Seats can
particularly gripping about a cup run. VWith each win 7 be booked ohline at
you find your hopes starting to showball, whispers
of “what if"’ start to grow louder. Whilst.the https'//www.wfcsc.demoed.co.uk
weather may threaten to play spoilspott, spirits will With'a new manager and plenty of football coming
not be dampened. There is areal sense of -up, there is plenty to look forward to for
anticipation around this fixture, which promises to  Z Wealdstone FC. Let's get behind the team, make
entertain whenever it may be played. A proper cup fone noise, and push hard in the second half of the
run is something to cherish, and a win in the fifth g season, Tony
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X @wfcscl & @wfcmegastore

ES 21TH FEB

: UE
ROCHDALET | U16 £15

ADULT £35

Depart Grosvenor
Vale 2:00pm

Depart straight Crown Oil Arena

after the game

https://wfcsc.co.uk -

01923 840157 P ~
% wwwnam'asteloun_ge;-c@m \ L 5 , \ . : . . £ : : & _ #stonesontour
66 Joel St, Northwood' HA6 TERSY SN, i . B R




The Vale Social Club, Ruislip
.The iconic home of Wealdstone FC M

With wide screen TVs in all three bars and the largest projector screen
~ inRuislip the Vale is the ideal venue to watch live sport.

Rolfe East

¢ Wealdstone FC midweek away
matches live streamed..

* Sky Sports & BT Sports on the big =L, .

. screens. &_’ : \
e Competitively priced beers. 7 — s ,
* Every £ spent contributes to | 2 5 = T

Wealdstone FC.

The petfect place for hosting a -
celebration, business meeting or wake ., o S Sl

with the main hall holding up to 250 Thur:qu_y & Friday nights are
and two smaller rooms available.. music nights...

With the popular Tropic of Ruislip
hosting a variety of bands.

Fri 9 Feb Fleetwood Bac

sun Il Feb The Steve Summers band
Fri16 Feb Absolute Bowie

Fri 23 Feb Bringing on back the 80s
FrilMar  Totally Blondie

Fri8 Mar  Skylines & Marguee

Sat 9 Mar Motown Soul Disco
FrilbMar Who's Next

. Fri 22 Mar The ELO Encounter

S More info at www.tropicatruislip.co.uk
Plus every Thursday is Rock ‘n’ Roll night

Commercial
Land

Development

New Homes

Sales & Lettings

o o e ¢ 0 0 0 ¢ @

(& Vanarama
=/ NATIONAL LEAGUE

BOREHAM WOOD - Pl -

SOUTHEND UNITED o5

i NATIONAL
v ..mseonmewsw i LEAGU E TV Max Rolfe Robert Barrett

; oY | > an C ial Property Land, Development
ol . N i | NOW e g & New Homes
Wﬁ%- ‘ Max.Rolfe@rolfe-east.com robert@ro!fe—eaos;.(;:om
e c SRR 0288 0208 579 4
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All you need to know about... Gateshead FC

Opposition in focus

n 1930 when neighbours South Shields

~members of the Football League’s old
Third Division North — moved to Gateshead
hocause of financial difficulties

I'ho newly formed "Tynesiders” almost
cnpitalised immediately on their good fortune when
only Lincoln City's superior goal average denied
lhem promotion to the second division in just their
tincond season of League football. However, it was
16 ho the FA Cup that was to provide the club with
il linest hour when cup fever gripped the Tyneside
lown in 1953. After accounting for Liverpool in
Iho Third Round, Gateshead progressed to the
(uarler-linal only for their Wembley aspirations
10 ho denied by a single Nat Lofthouse goal for
ovenlual finalists Bolton

Tm original Gateshead AFC was formed
|

seven leagues and 43 years after its inception —
Gateshead AFC ceased to exist.

Anew club called Gateshead Town played the
following season in the local Northern Combination
League but, astonishingly, history was soon to
repeat itself. South Shields, then members of the
Northern Premier League, sold their Simonside
headquarters and moved to a new home at
Gateshead Stadium.

Renamed Gateshead United, the club soon
became a force in the Northern Premier League.
However, in 1977 — after only three years of
operation — came the shock announcement that
United were to disband. It looked like the end of
senior football in the town until another phoenix, this
time in the form of the current Gateshead FC, rose
from the ashes in 1977.

Wandorers. A iell-out THE TYNESIDERS Replacing Gateshead
Ftodhough Park crowd - United in the Northern

ol 17,692 had witnessed HOME GROUND GATESHEAD Premier League for the
ho spectacle, but INTERNATIONAL STADIUM 1977-78 season, the new

wilhin five years the
Noith Fasterners were
lounder members of the
nowly formed Fourth
Divigion after they missed the cut for the Third
Division by just one point.

[Nospite an average placing of ninth in 21
I'hird Division North campaigns — interrupted
by the Second World War - two years after
(ho ntroduction of the Fourth Division came
Cinleshead's shock dismissal from the Football
l.vague. The club had applied for re-election only
once before in a relatively successful 30-year
potiod, but were unceremoniously cast aside
in favour of the more geagraphically favourable
I"oterborough United in 1960. Gateshead had
linished third-bottom with both Oldham Athletic and
Iarliepools United below them, but polled only 18
voles and were unjustly voted out of the League.
An unsuccessful bid to join the Scottish Football
l.eague was followed by a brief spell in the Northern
Counties League and then six years in North
IHegional League.

In 1968, Gateshead became founder members
ol the Northern Premier League, but their stay in
he new competition lasted only two years. Their
place was, ironically, taken by another demoted
Irootball League cutfit, Bradford Park Avenue,
and Gateshead were forced to replace their own
reserve side in the Wearside League.

Finishing as runners-up, the Tynesiders then had
lwo seasons in the Midland League until —in 1973,

CAPACITY - 11,800
2022/23 - 14TH NATIONAL LEAGUE

club won the title in 1983
with a record 100 points
and 114 goals. After two
years in the Conference,
the Tynesiders returned to the Northern Premier
League and were crowned champiens forthe
second time in 1986, Their second spellin the
Conference lasted just one season, though they
were quick to bounce back, and reclaimed their
place at the top table of non-league football in 1990.

A productive period ended in 1998 when the club
was relegated back to the Northern Premier League
after eight consecutive seasons of Conference
football.

The Heed’s very existence was then threatened
early in the new millennium when long-time
sponsors Camercn Hall Developments pulled out.
Relegation to the Northern Premier League First
Division followed but, after one season, Gateshead
were back in the top-tier of the NPL following the
introduction of a geographically split First Division.
The future for a club with a proud, if somewhat
chequered, past took a turn for the better when
wealthy Gateshead-born businessman, Graham
Woced, taok over in 2008.

Gateshead finished third in the renamed UniBond
Premier Division in 2008 & seeing off Buxton in
the play-off final. Back-to-back promotions were
achieved when the rejuvenated Tynesiders claimed
the runners-up spot in the Conference North
and then overcame AFC Telford United in the
Conference North play-off final.

Gateshead marked the 50th anniversary of their
harsh expulsion from the Football League by again
becoming a full-time professional club in 2010.

The 2013 campaign, however, saw chronic
pitch problems at the International Stadium, which
resulted in half of the club's home games being
staged away from Tyneside. The following year,
however, Gateshead recorded their highest placing
in English football since their Footoall League
days and made it to Wembley for the first time in
their history. The Heed finished third. Hopes of
reclaiming their League status were quashed,
however, as Gary Mills' side were edged out by

Everton star Steve Watson was named as Aspin’s
successor. The highlight of the 2017/18 seascn was
undoubtediy their remarkable FA Trophy run which
saw them see off National League opposition in
every round en route to the semi-final.

The Tynesiders missed out on a second
Wembley trip when they were beaten by Bromley
over two legs but still equalled their best ever finish
in the competition.

In April 2018, owners Richard and Julie Bennett
confirmed their interttion to sell the club after
three years in charge. They agreed adeal with an

overseas consortium

Cambridge United . ALL TIME the following month but
2014 season in tenth- LAST SEASON ate

place, Mills departed
for Conference rivals

SAT 28TH JAN 2023 (H) L 1-2

up for sale until just over
a week before the start

Wrexham before Wood's of the 2018/19 National
10t§xshaarpehglding was SAT 22ND AUG 2022 (A) W 0-1 | eague season when
acquired by Consett- Hong Kong based

based business dto Richard and Julie Bennett.
Former Sunderland manager Malcolm Crosby was
sworn in to replace Mills, but - despite a promising
start — the 61-year-old was sacked after less than
six months in the role. Croshy's replacement was
ex-FC Halifax Town boss Neil Aspin, himself born
and bred in the Tyneside town. Under Aspin, the
Heed finished ninth in the renamed Vanarama
National League, while they also made another
appearance in the quarter-finals of the FA Trophy.
An encouraging start to the 2017/18 campaign
saw Aspin's Gateshead keep five clean sheets
in their opening seven matches and occupy a
play-off place before gradually sliding down the
table with just one win in nine. With the Heed sitting
in 15th position in the National League, manager
Neil Aspin opted to join his former side Port Vale
in League Two, bringing assistant manager Lee
Nogan along with him. Under-19s head coach
Micky Cummins took charge on a caretaker basis
before former Newcastle United, Aston Villa and

businessman Dr Ranjan Varghese completed his
takeover of the club with Michael Williams taking
over as operations director. Gateshead were taken
over once more in the summer of 2019, this time by
a fan-led consortium with Néi! Pinkerton and Trevor
Clark installed as club owners. That wouldn't prove
enough to save the club's National League status
however, with the Heed demoted to the National
Ledgue North for the first time in 10 years as a result
of the prior season's financial situation.

Mike Williamson and lan Watson returned to the
club as player/manager & prior to the COVID-19
pandemic that ground football to a halt, we found
ourselves two points outside of the play-offs with
games in hand on those above us following an 11-
game unbeaten run.

The 2021/22 season proved a historic one for
Williamson's men, who defied 20/1 odds to become
Vanarama National League North champions and
return to the National League three years after their
demotion.




Gateshead FC
Greatest Seasons

CLASSIC
CAMPAIGN

1949/50

Gateshead finished Third Division {North)
runners-up in 1949/50. They kicked off with a 3-|
win at Rochdale, then Ernie Passmore netted four
goalsina 7-1 demoliticn of Halifax, a hat-trick
against Chester and five in a 5-3 victory at
Hartlepools. But Gateshead slipped from top to
mid-table before a 3-2 win at Darlington on Boxing
Day sparked an improvement. They gained two
consecutive 5-1 wins over York City and
Tranmere, then a 5-0 victory over Accrington in
mid-March heralded seven successive wins.
George Wilbert was leading marksman and Johnny
Ingham ever-present as Gateshead finished just
two points behind champions Doncaster Rovers.

1952/53
Gateshead reached the FA Cup sixth round for the
only time in 1952/53. Bill Tulip’s side beat Crewe
Alexandra and Bradford PA before lan Winters'
goal clinched an epic 1-0 third round win athome
to Liverpool, then won at Hull City and Plymouth
before losing -0 to eventual finalists Bolton
watched by 17,692 at Redheugh Park. Gateshead
were the North-East’s last survivors in the FA Cup
that season. George Wilbert was top scorer and
the two Callander brothers, s 5 e\
Jack and Tom, both ever-
present as Gateshead finished
a disappointing ninth in the .
Third Division (North) despite y 1.
hammering Crewe 6-| and
slamming five goals past
Darlingten and Accrington.

1982/83
Gateshead won the Northern
Premier League title with a '
club record 100 points in
1982/83. Ray Wilkie's side
included skipper Terry Hibbitt, |
goalkeeper ‘Player of the Year’
Kenny Dodds, Steve Higgins,
Gordon Hindson, Kevin Pugh
and strikers Jim Pearson and
Bob Topping who scored 47
of Gateshead’s 114 Northern

S A7

52/53 FA Cu

¥ W aie

p 6th Round and

Gateshead lose to eventual
finalists Bolton

Football historian
LEIGH EDWARDS
selects ten post-war
Gateshead FC ‘Classic
Campaigns’.

Premier League goals between them. Gateshead
trounced Netherfield 8-0, both Goole and
Worksop 6-0 and Matlock, Oswestry and
Tamworth 5-0. They emerged from the pack around
Christmas when they started catching up with the
games in hand and finished 16 points clear of
runners-up Mossley, losing just once at home, 2-1 to
Chorley.

1985/86

Gateshead were Northern Premier League
champions in 1985/86. They began with a 2-0 win at
Witton and lost just one of their first ten games.
Injury and loss of form caused a mid-season slump
during which they suffered their only two home
defeats, against Macclesfield and Workington. They
were rocked when chairman/manager Ray Wilkie
quit in March to take charge of Barrow but, inspired
by lan Donaldson, Gateshead lost just three of their
last 17 games, gaining a 4-2 win at hame to
Morecambe. They pipped Marine to the title with a
3-2 victory at Rhyl in their final match, Keith McNall
was top scorer with 23 goals, while Simon Smith
was ever-present,

989/90

§

Gateshead went close to the
Northern Premier League
‘double” in 1989/90. Despite an
= | early 3-2 victory over eventual
champions Colne Dynamoes,
i Dave Parnaby’s side were just
above mid-table at Christmas, but
won || of their last |5 games,
i losing just once. They finished
runners-up after a 3-1 win at
‘South Liverpaaol on the final day
nd regained Conference status
fter Colne were denied
romotion by ground grading,
- Gateshead were also League Cup
finalists for the first time but lost
I-0 to Hyde United at Maine
Road. Simon Smith and Gary Hays
' were ever-present, while other
key players included Derek Bell,
Paul Doolan, Bobby Hulse and
Keith McNall,

_vanarajmaig_
NATIONAL LEAGUE |2
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2007/08

Gateshead won the Northern Premier League play-
off final in 2007/08. lan Bogie's side began with six
straight wins and remained in the leading pack
throughout the season, despite three successive
defeats, completing the ‘double’ over eventual
champions Fleetwood Town. They finished third
behind Fleetwood and Witton Albion after winning
nine of their last ten unbeaten matches, scoring 29
goals and conceding just two in the process.
Gateshead beat Eastwood Town 4-1 in the play-off
semi-final, then clinched promotion with a 2-0 play-
off final victory over Buxton. Leading marksman
Graeme Armstrong and David Southern netted 39
goals between them.

2008/09 .

Gateshead won the Conference North play-off final
in 2008/09. The Tynesiders were mid-table before
Lee Novak’s four-minute hat-trick in a 5-2 victory at
Hyde United in early November sparked a
marvellous run of 14 wins in 17 games. They
trounced Hyde 6-3, Tamworth 5-1 and Hinckley
United 5-1 and were top at the start of March but
finished runners-up, five points behind Tamworth,
after losing three of their last nine matches. lan
Bogie's side defeated Southport 2-| on aggregate in
the play-off semi-final, then secured promotion with
a 1-0 play-off final win over Telford United. Top
scorer Lee Novak and Graeme Armstrong netted
48 goals overall.

2013714

Gateshead reached the Conference National play-
off final in 2013/14. The Tynesiders lost their opening
four matches and Gary Mills replaced Anthony
Smith as manager in early September. They climbed
the table with just two defeats in 11 games and took
Oxford United to an FA Cup first round replay.

F ¥ 10 vanarama|:
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Gateshead lost only twice after Christmas and
qualified for the play-offs in third place. They beat
Grimsby Town 4-2 in the semi-finals, with late goals
from James Marwood and |) O’Donnell in the
second-leg, blit lost 2-1 to Cambridge United in the
Wembley final. Marcus Maddison joined
Peterborotigh United for a club record £250,000
that summer.

2021/22

Gateshead stormed to the Conferance North title
in 2021/22. They won 29 of their 42 games and lost
only twice at home under player-boss Mike
Williamson. Leading marksman Macaulay Langstaff
and Cedwyn Scott netted 52 goals between them as
Gateshead were the highest scorers with 9% goals.
The Tynesiders gained 94 points, finishing seven
ahead of runners-up Brackley Town. They beat
Bradford (Park Avenue) 6-2, Ruricorn Linnets 3-2,
Marske United 3-2 after a 0-0 draw and Altrincham
3-2 after a 2-2 draw to reach the FA Cup second
round proper, losing 2-0 to Charlton Athleticina
televised match watched by 3,746 at the
Internationat Stadium.

2022/23

Gateshead reached the FA Trophy final for the first
time in 2022/23. Mike Williamson's side beat
Gloucester City 5-1, Oldham Athletic 3-1, Banbury
United 1-0, Farsley Celtic 4-2 on penalties aftera
0-0 draw and Barnet 4-| on penalties after a 3-3
draw to reach the FA Trophy final. The following
team lost 1-0 to FC Halifax Town at Wembley
Stadium: James Montgomery, Robbie Tinkler,
Kenton Richardson (Will Harris), Louis Storey, Carl
Magnay, Kamil Conteh, Owen Bailey, Greg Olley,
Adam Campbell, Dan Ward, Aaron Martin (Oli
Thompson). The Tynesiders finished a lowly 14th in
the Conference National despite winning eight of
their final 11 games.
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blue cards
still having
VAR? Behave

. ”How does it feel, to treat us
like you do? When you’re sell-
ing us ‘Blue cards’ now, and
you’ve taken it too far?”

Yes, it was a very Blue Monday indeed
when they announced the idea of a
new kind of referee’s card for fouls and
dissent; a way of keeping discipline on
the pitch, supposedly. And you know what? Initially |
quite liked the idea of this blue card and ten minutes
of associated sin bin for offending players. After all,
other sports use one; and having just seen the ma-
jority of one game ruined for spectators by an ill
judged early red card - you can probably guess
which - the idea of giving referees a less game-
changing weapon seemed a
sound one.

The problem, of course, is in-
terpretation. Interpretation is
what sustains football’s landfill
phene-ins and pump primes foot-
ball’s gigantic, ever-revolving
‘who's he / she again?” pundit
economy. God knows | can tune
in for an hour's televised highlights
and spend half of it screaming ‘put
the next game on, you utter mel-
ons’ as Stephen YVarnock or is it
Micah Richards or please not Roy
Keane babbles on and on. Myriad
levels of interpretation is fine insomuch as it keeps
the wolves from those poor pundits’ doors and af-
fords our public service broadcaster endless hours
of the cheapest possible content, but it's fatal for
those tasked with the actual bloody decision mak-
ing out there on the pitch.

To be fair, it's likely that most of the negative re-
action we've seen to the blue card conceptisa re-

Introducing
uct

sult of the now thoroughly reviled VAR and, to per-

haps a lesser ex-
tent, the borderline
surreal interpreta-
tions of whatever the
handball rule happens to
be on any givenafternoon. Ad- mitted-
ly, these two issues of interpretation are most
dramatically amplified at the top level of the
game, with referees’ trial by television having ru-
ined the traditional flow of games. But so toxic
has the conversation become around the sheer
range of interpretations in these two areas that
any more tinkering with football's format, at
whatever level, just comes across as another
splurge of arrogant job justification from the people
in charge of the game. Hence the out-of-hand dis-
missal of those suggesting blue cards as much as the
blue cards themselves.

Blue isn’t the colour

There has, however, been much excellent coverage
of the potential for this idea in the excellent Non-
League Paper (the very existence of which in 2024
seems, by the way, like some kind of modern mira-
cle). This is because sin bins have been an experi-
ment down at Steps 5 and 6 for some time now.
The NLP reports various opinions (ominous in it-
self) about the success of the idea,
with some saying the
threat of a player being
. temporarily sidelined
| has indeed cut down on
dissent, but others
moaning about how refs
at that level simply can’t
be bothered and just
‘hand out the yellows as
per usual. You can see
the issue here. A re-
curring theme is that at
Steps 5.and & the ref
and Linos have more
than encugh on their plate without
having managers spitting in their face to indicate the
ten minute sin bin shouldn’t have been given, the
ten minute sin-bin is surely over by now, or the ten
minute sin-bin should have been given to an opposi-
tion player, not theirs, At a more senior level, the
experiment would have had more people involved
to scrutinise the decisions made, for good or ill. But
at Step 5! Most refs just want as easy a life as is pos-
sible, given how little support they have. One inter-

viewee equated the lack of in-
terest in enforcing the sin bins
to the lack of interest in en-
forcing the six second rule for
goalkeepers holding the ball.
That one’s particularly damn-
ing because, yes, whenever is
that enforced at any level
these days!

Cardy yak event

So here's where your World
of Ball column continues with
a studied critique of the blue
card proposal, taking a foren-
sic, academic analysis of the
scheme's potential and pit-
falls. Or actually... does it?
Does it instead throw cut :
some more outlandish rule change nonsense, in
facxt going the full Infantino and suggesting a
whole rainbow of cards that could be placed in
the poor referee’s pocket? Well then, let’s take a
quick look.

White card

For anyone cupping their ears to the opposing
fans or in fact doing anything needlessly to rile
the opposition and their fans, Two white cards
would oblige the referee to show the offending

player a 'whatevs’ sign with L I nte rpreéléiafb-lﬁf

their hands to indicate he or

she has to leave the field of play Sustai ns footbal |’S
landfill phone-ins
and pump pl‘imes that is so flamboyant, so overly

and sit next to an opposition
fan for ten minutes before In-
terpretation is what sustains
football’s fandfill phone-ins and

pump primes football’s gigantic, it gigantic pundit
economy”

ever-revolving ‘who's he / she
again?’ pundit economy. being
allowed to return to the field.

Green card

For overly dramatic histrionics in pursuit of a
supposed foul or perceived injustice. Any player
deemed by the ref to-have exceeded standard
norms by staring madly into his or her face with
splayed hands on their foreheads in apparent ab-
solute shock at what in fact was the most obvious
of fouls will get a green. Punishment? Hands tied
behind their back for the remainder of the game.
They'll be safe from any hint of handball, at least.
(Although, as per a few paragraphs back, you
never really know these days...)

£ This one would be for any player skewing a free

? ered from behind a stand, or ¢) hits a three weel

il

JLDSTONE £O

Above: Why stop at biue? There’s an entire

spectrum out there. Below left: it’s only ever

referees who ‘brandish’ things, isn’t it? And
the only things ever ‘brandished’ are cards

Black card

kick so badly that the ball a) needs retrieving from
someone's garden, b) needs the ball to be recov-

o black cards and the manager is
obliged to substitute you.

Purple card
Shown for a goal celebration

exuberant, so obviously re-
hearsed and so dramatically per-
formed that you question
whether the player in question is
in the wrong profession. Player
is punished by being forced to look at themselves in
a mirror for ten minutes before returning to the
field of play.

All complete nonsense, you say? YWell yes, of
course it is. But | remind you that we've had experi-
ments in the past including ‘kick-ins’ instead of
throw-ins, something with a vague hint of sense to
it that, in practice; was the stuff of football night-
mares that would have changed the game entirely.
Who's to say that something as ridiculous on the
surface as a green card might just be the leap for-
ward in football discipline we've all been craving?
Just let’s not suggest it yet. Not until VAR has been
expunged from the face of the earth,
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OVER ON the opposite
page is an article that
genuinely surprised me
when | was leafing
through some oid
programmes from the
1982-83 season.

casionally helped out Steve

our programme four

Hughie’ Marshall - editor of the game’s 5

decades ago - with a few

probably contravened
journalistic ethics at the
time. For this Enfield Ga-
zette sports editor was
(shamelessly) a Stones fan.
V¥ell this was something
that didn’t sit happily with

Bopularit

ut what lies
in store for
s soois. WWEAldstone !
of the 2060s?

our greatest Middlesex ri-
vals at the time. He even
complained to the Gazette
Editor and the reference at
the foot of the page was one of
several moans that Eddie McClus-
ley had around that time.

But the Es ended up Alliance Pre-
nier League champions that season
so Eddie had the last laugh!

The thing that really surprised
me, though, was the overriding
sense of gloom in my article. Foot-
ball had not quite reached the
tipping point of the mid-80s, post-
Heysel and pre-Hillsborough, but it
was a strange decade when people
were actively looking at different
ways of spending their leisure time.

The 1960s was a boom time, with
the winning of the World Cup
while the 70s, as televised football
stirred a new interest in the game,
kept crowd levels high. But the
‘cloth cap fans’ - mainly men who
had dutifully flocked to games in
the post-War period - were now
being replaced by folk who weren't
happy standing on cold terraces,
watching indifferent footballers fail
to entertain on muddy, rutted
pitches.

Eighties football was played out
to a backdrop of dilapidated stadi-

41 years on, *
suchahuge
e .. diff@rence in

ums with the most basic of ameni-

- ties, and the threat of hooliganism

ever-present... and when the
disasters of Hampden and Heysel
occurred the game had nowhere
toturn.

*Video Killed the Cloth Cap Fan’
was a fair reflection on the state of
football in 1982 as its traditional
fanbase decided it didn’t want to be
taken for granted.

Wealdstone were playing at
non-League’s top table but
the Alliance Premier League
was a different beastto
today’s Level Five,

Up to Christmas that season
there were only a few instances of
crowds over a thousand: |,198 at
Altrincham on the opening day and

[,100 at Nuneaton in November.
Qur first crowd of four figures,
1,242, at Lower Mead came on
December 27 when Allen Bats-
ford’s side walloped Barnet 6-0.

WVe finished third in the table be-
hind Enfield and Maidstone but of
course the ‘glamour’ of ex-League
clubs dropping into Level Five was
still half a dozen years away. Ywhen

4

you look at the clubs in that 1982-
83 APL season it's no real surprise
that the numbers we expect to be
watching National League football
today were conspicuous by their
absence. Runcorn, Northwich,
Bangor City, Frickley, Trowbridge
Town and Stafford Rangers weren't
going to get the pulse racing and
the only clubs in the intervening 41
years who have been promoted to
the EFL (but since dropped back
down} are Maidstone, Boston
United, Scarborough, Dagenham,
Yeovil, and of course Barnet.

Barrow, who finished second
bottom in 1983 and were
relegated, are the only club to have
been promoted to League Two in
the following four decades who are
still in the EFL!

So you youngsters reading this
today - how will football look in 40
years' time? Wealdstone solidly in
the EFL at the Hillingdon Super
Dome? The Barrow of the 2060s?

That doesn't sound too
glamorous but it will do for me,

even though | probably won’t be
around to see it!

Guest Writer — Tim Parks
(Sports Editor — Enfield & Southgate Gazette)

Video Killed the cloth cap fan

THIRTY years ago it wouldn't have been thought possible

Ifyou'dgone up tothe average fan on the terraces in lhose days and informed him that, come the

19805, foothallwould be dying oul as aspectator sport he'd have sneered at youTrom under the rim

of his cloth cap.

"Oh yeah, and what's goenna replace it then, mate? Bloomin' tiddleywinks?" would be the retort

The more thoughtful fan might have scratched his Brylcreemed head and observed: “Thera's
nowt wrong wi't game now, and there'll be nowt wrong wiil in 1982

And he'd have been right. There Is nolhing wrong with football now. In fact, thanks to a long-
'ov&n::ge change in most club's attitudes there is more to enjoy on the pitch this season than for a
ong time.

Mo, the gam 2 hasn't changed-if's just that social irends have altered almost beyond belief in the
last len years. And why should football be immune? Cinemas are closing down all over the country
and it's got nothing 1o de with the qualily of the films.

Thefactis that people have got lazy and blase about all forms of entertainment. Why should they
bother to go oulin all weathers, risking the chance of watching a bad film, abad play ora bad football
match when they can stay comfortably indoors and be enleriained by the cathode ray- lelevision

Or, of course, nowadays by video.

People generally have become more insular, preferring the company of their family or a small
aroup of friends than to take part in the communily spirit of watching a football match, That is why
the days are gone when you had to seriously consider whether or not you'd be able to getin the
ground for an important First Division match - or, these days, whether you'd be able to get a ticket
for the FA Cup Final.

Thde way things are going it won't be too long before Wembley has its first sub-100,000 CupFinal
crowd.

We are all sick of reading how atlendances at football grounds have plummeted to new lows this
season How Arsenal are averaging 25,000 when they need 10,000 more to break even. How
Liverpool are well under their target crowd and how Darlington’s faithful few have got even fewer,

Here at Weaidstone there is some alarming news. Growds have actually gene up this season,
making the 'Stones aimost unigue in their sphere. Looking around the successful non-League
crubs. | would guess that only Enfield (funnily enough) can boast similar news.

Itis only a small increase, of course, And the 700 or so who regularly pass through the Lower
Mead turnstiles would be a poor crowd for the club just six or seven years ago.

But it does show that Wealdsione are on the right track They are giving the local crowd what
they w‘anl: goals, aclion, and a high standard of football right here in the centre of Harrow.

It's just as good as the Football League stuff ~ minus high admission charges, high transport
cos_ts and the high risk of hooliganism. And, in the dressing room, the players are more likelyto be
asking for a new pair of boots, please, then a £5,000 a year wage rise.

_ WWealdstone have a largetio aimforit must be average crowds of 1,000 by the end of the year,
Given the current rate of progressin the APL and, hopefully, long, lucrative and well- publicised runs
in the FA Cup and FA Trophy, that could be a reality by Christmas.

So, next time there's something good on television when 'Stones are playing at home, don't just
sellle further into your armehair. After all, what's that video recorder for?

Who told Eddie?

SEVERAL weeks ago, in this programme, | compared the relative merits of Wealdsto i
) r ; ne and Enfield
2{:,?, ;)Ifrfr:gtq éhtﬁ ;F!ew lhat({i)hetz Sftones rz?llience and will to win will carry them through when the
3 i eague (Date for your diary, January 1stl. | en iting: * ' i
Mcgh:skey (g:)% Emield peandiat ool ry 1st) ded by writing: “But dor't tell Eddie
ut somebody di tell him, Next time | saw Eddie he was brandishing the i
programme inquestion
:m? was nhotavery hapgy man, ltwas just a personal opinion lexpressed, but 0?1% he took fgcepﬁon
Vg r?m the Sports Editor of the Enfield local paper. He also pointed out that | saw more of
eg ds[t‘ane than | saw of Enfield. “You never come to away games,” he said.
¥ ?::it! ere lw_as three Qays later at Dagenham for the Bob Lord match and, funnily e nough, who
s ?lé | bump mt?_ outside the dressing room than Mr. McCluskey.
Ther E:lvd!i:% Srowz h?] sald {actually he sald something rather stronger, but we won't print it here).
b I ,t“'-’ ohn Ford, his assistant manager, covered his eyes and said: “Where am 1?1
N e Eddi;.%asdus playing Dagenham tonight. They must have been playing Wealdstone."
, uddenly, [ seem to be the only one taking anything seriously.
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FIRST TEAM
= RESULTS

2023/2024

| AUGUST Comp | Score | (Tolal) (Away) | Lge | Goal scorers
5 YORK CITY YNL  2-1 1805 680 6  Kretzchmar (P), Mundle-Smith
12 Eastleigh YNL 0-0 2030 172 8
15 Bromley YL -1 1,810 159 B | Camphell
19 AFC FYLDE VN 3-2 1045 20 5 | Campbell 2, Ferguson
26 Aldershot Town YNL  1=3 1,860 149 9 | Aderkwa
28 DAGENHAM & RED. VNL  0-2 1,513 275 12
SEPTEMBER
2 Hartlepool United YNL 12 4072 115 15 | Allarakhia
9 EBBSFLEET UNITED YNL 241 1422 186 1 I Campbell 2 (1 Pen)
16 ALTRINCHAM YNL 0-0 1,362 70 1|
19 Dorking Wanderers YNL  1=3 1,389 150 12 | Bowen
23 Chesterfield YNL  2-3 7301 140 15 Smith, Adarkwa
26 WOKING YNL 10 1,310 250 13| Bowen
30 OLDHAM ATHLETIC YNL  1-1 1,640 385 15 Bowen
OCTOBER
3 Gateshead YNL 12 B96 54 16 | Aliarakhia
7 HKidderminster Harrlers yNL  0-1 2546 190 15 ;
14 Bromley FACAQ 23 1933 195 15 | Krelzchmar, Ferguson 2 £
21 BOREHAM WOOD VNL 111 1505 73 16 | Mllarakhia @ ;
24 OXFORD CITY VNL  3<1 1,029 35 15 Smilh, Bowen (2) 4 I ( ‘ 3 i
28 Solihull Moors YNL  O-1 1,281 108 16 3 13 (14) 18 2zh 29)
NOVEMBER .
11 ROCHDALE YNL  3-2 1470 220 12| {ook(2), Adarkwa 7 @ 10 13 18 23 27 32
18 FC Halifax Town YNL 01 2119 92 16 7 14 2223 21 2031 J 37
25 BARNET YNL 3-2 2,515 556 13 | Cook(2), Barker 7 @ 1 i) {9 223 2031 K32
1) | 14 1 J32

DECEMBER
3
31 32

16 Dagenham & Redbridge YNl 2-0 1,318 173 13 | Adarkwa, Allarakhia 4 (i9) 22073 27
20 Billericay Town FATR3 41 310 100 13 | Ferquson, Obiera Camphel, Bowen ; if) @ & e (2]
23 HARTLEPOOL UNITED yNL  4-4 1457 105 13 | Adarkwa (3), Krelzschmar 19 2273 21
26 Maidenhead United YNL  2-0 1,709 250 12 | Adarkwa, Kretzschmar (Pen) ; | 19 2223 2
T o

31
3L

JANUARY = 3

6 Ebbsfieet United VN 02 151 300 T2 6 ¢

13 Chelmsford City FATR4 1-0 865 300 13 | Campbell

27 FC HALIFAX TOWN YNL  2-0 1,519 111 13 Henry, Camphell

30 ALDERSHOT TOWN YNL  3-3 1,411 332 12 Adarkwa, Ferguson, Obiero

FEBRUARY.

3 Barnet YNL 11 2,861 921 12| Andrews

6 MAIDENHEAD UTD YNL  O0-1 1,035 TBD 14

17 GATESHEAD YHL

20 HENDON FATRS

24 Woking VNL

27 Rochdale

FILLED-IN: STARTED MATCH
OUTLINE: CAME ON AS SUB
GREEN = FIRST SUB
PINK = SECOND SUB
BROWN = THIRD SUB

Charlic BARKER

m Ash

Jaydn MUND.I;E.;SMITH l
Jaicen BARTOLO |
Aaron HENRY

Sean ADARKWA

Jack COOK

_ Dom HUTCHINSON
Charles CLAYDEN
Broooklyn ILUNGA
Abdul ABDULMALIK
Sam BOWEN
Marcus DEWHURST
Brandon MASON

Kyle SMITH

=

Dante BAPTISTE
Deon WOODMAN
Tahvon CAMPBELL

o oo o on ey DYER
_ Nathan FERGUSON

o @oko) ()|ufela OLOMOLA
=3 Max KRETZSCHMAR
Charlic SEAMAN

=

. Mason BARRETT

ERER) = Tarryn ALLARAKHIA
Dec\an PHILLIPS

Jed WARD
Eric NEGRARU
Joseph CULLIS

B8

CENLERGERECR O

L e

Lo DEISIES RS
W

37

2 York City

5 Southend United
9 EASTLEIGH

12 BROMLEY

16 AFC Fylde

23 KIDDERMINSTER
29 Oxford City

1 SOLIHULL MOORS : '- N i y . PRE-SEASON FRIENDLY RESULTS
6 Boreham Wood | £ N f ‘ J |
9 SOUTHEND UNITED | T i 8th July Bracknell Town 3-2 Campbell, Allarakhia, Mundle-~Smith
13 CHESTERFIELD i : 10th July Milton Keynes Dons 2-1 Dyer, MacGregor
20 Oldham Athletic [ ; i o : — " - 15th July Farnborough 4-2  Olomola, Campbell, Trialist C 25
T0 BE ARRANGED | 7 __an S e 18th July Billericay Town 0-0

Altrincham VNL | - 1 p b % 5 3 . " . 22nd July Charlton Athletic 0-5

DORKING WANDERERS )| e d - - st RE— 25th July Wycombe Wanderers 0-1

(Date in RED = midweek fixture)  Pictures from our fighting draw against Barnet courtesy of Tommy Cockles @Tommy_Cockles 29th July AFC Wimbledon 0-2
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WE’VE MET YOU BEFORE ﬁ BY TIM PARKS

Over 40 years ago:,
Stones kick off «~
the new season .
at Gateshead in
garish yellow
and blue stripes!

GATESHEAD used to stick in my mind as
being a club we always beat - and indeed
we hadn’t lost a single game in seven
meetings until the 2-1 defeat here
at the Vale to the Heed iast
January - but the most glorious
memory of previous clashes was
the opening day of the 1983-84
season when the Stones trotted out
in yellow and blue pyjamas.

Well, maybe not jim-jams exactly, but the
effect was pretty similar. VWe rubbed our eyes in
disbelief!

August 20 1983: The season kiclked offa little
later in those days and it was a genuine shock for the
150 or so Wealdstone fans to see our heroes
emerge from the tunnel at Gateshead’s internation-
al stadium in that lairy outfic.

With the athletics track
separating us from the
players, the Stones were in
the far distance and we
presumed they were wear-
ing some garish tracksuit

tops. But pretty socn it be-
came apparent that this was

e

with the white ‘Enfield’ shirts ofthe early 90s com-
ing a close second.

It was no secret that our manager Allen Batsford
was a devotee of blue and yellow, from his days as
VWimbledon boss, but this was a real knocl-your-
socks-off moment. No big
Twitter or Instagram build up
in those days. No canvassing of
supporters or online voting.

Justa wham-bam here-you-
go debut for the Yellow &

Blue that would become a

Northern Premier League Champions 1862 &

D FUDTB
SH \ L ELU backdrop to the.elibsmost

_ TYNES IDERS” _ memorable moments in
THL (HTERUNY( DAL STADIUN - GRTESHERD history...

So nobody’s complaining
now, nor indeed five years
ago when we kicked off the
2019-20 season in bold blue/
yellow stripes and won the
National League South!

It’s worth lingering a mo-
ment over that first game,
four decades ago. It was the
Stones’ second season back
in the Alliance Premier

" versus l Continued overpage

the new strip for the 83-84
season.

In Jon Taffel’s Stones .
Alphabet feature last season { P AL
he spent a lot of time Z *Y. FOOTBALL
mulling over the worst
Wealdstone kits of all time -
and the red shirts won the
prize for ‘most distasteful’

Interesting cover! The
Gateshead programme
that day in August 1983
was a charming, hand-
drawn rustic affair

WEALDSTORE

Saason
saturday 20th.August

~1983-4
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MATCH s1a:
GATESHERD V WEALDSY

T¢" GATESHERD 0

9

E
From previous ge : ’ ﬂ H“Eﬁiﬁg TEHE ‘E : m,?ﬁim ]

League (the fore-runner
of the Conference, now
the National League)
and we were a powerful
force. Batsford and
Brian Hall, his assistant,
had steered us to third
place in the first season
and it was to be Novem-
ber until we suffered
our first defeat.
Arecord of |3 wins
and four draws in the
next |7 games after this
opener at Gateshead
was amazing considering
that we kicked off the
season without stalwarts
Robin VWainwright, Den-
nis Byatt, Neil Cordice
and Steve Perkins...and
were even without boss
Batsford who went

A point for:
starters "y

Gateshead 1, Wealdatone 1 g1y
MAKESHIFT Wealdstone, missing four first
team regulars, battled bravely against
Gateshead to earn a point at the International

Stadium on Saturday. %

'Stones were without the injured Steve Per-
kins, Neil Cordice and Robin Wainwright, and !
the suspended Dennis Byatt. E

General manager Allen Batsford was more |
than happy with the point as 'Stones opened @
their Alliance Premier League i;rogramrr.le. -

“We have had terrible problems putting to-
gether a side and to come away from home and
get a draw can't be bad,” he said after the

match.
*Stones survived early Gateshead pressure to

take a fifth minute lead. A 30 yard free kick by
Stuart Pearce was fumbled on the slippery sur-
' face by keeper Dodds and the ball bounced free
to Gary Donallan who had the easiest of tasks _

I to slot home, E T o ;
into hospital three days | Gatﬁshead commuued.dto -prf;sgngzg t hSé(;rézs

' but had to wait until midway throu -

- fo'r a|heart bypas ' ond half before they pulled back the goal —

sgEman, | | skipper Terry Hibbitt, the former Newcastle

We had signed ex-Ar- | {ypited player, scoring from a 22 yard free kick,

i i Waddock (Waites 83), Pearce, Morris, Bowgett,
Se.nal CUP \:Vlnner ek Du“n"nel’!.:f-l'.mB:::mH:Ii: A.aCordch-‘.vGrsves. Johnson !
Price but his debut was i

so quiet that, if you squint carefuly at
the team in the Harrow Observer
match report (above right) he isn’t
even listed as playing! But it was
central defenders we were missing,
so Stones had to go toWimbledon
on the scrounge for loans the day
before the game and came back with
centre-back Mark Morris, who was
excellent at Gateshead alongside
skipper Paul Bowgett.

The home side had won the
Northern Premier League (and
promotion) by a street the previous
season and were a dangerous propo-
sition. But we weren't to know quite
what a formidable outfit the Stones
were going to be... the reshuffled side
coped admirably with eveythingThe
Heed could throw at us with former
Division One misfielder Terry Hibbitt
their main man.

Stuart Pearce was growing into
the left-back that top-flight Coventry
were to sign just a couple of months

later;and the midfield (despite the
strutting Price) was rock solid
with Gary Donnellan, Fred Bar-
wick and Nigel Johnson carrying
on their good form of the 1982-3
season. Mark Graves and Alan
Cordice were a reliable front
pairing and it was no surprise
when this side started purring

in September with the squad
back up to strength. Gateshead
finished |6th out of 22 teams.
What happened next?

Well, Allen Batsford returned
from his convalescence in a new
role as General Manager only to
find out that the club could no
longer afford to pay both him
and team boss Brian Hall... so
Batsford had to bite the bullet. It
reflected poorly on the club as a
whole, although the team rallied
to finish fourth in the table. Then,
in 1984-1985, with Hall solely at
the helm, came the title!

Top: M
brates the goal that put us 1-0
ahead last fanuary while (above)
Tarryn Alfarakhia does the same
at Gateshead this season

;i — T
+ “ 2 =
. WEtDSUp: T ®
Eotesheod cleg
Weoldsione ~ 100
st

in the last
three meets

Ing back

momen
was at Heed!

OKAY, we’ve been beaten
2-1 by Gateshead in our
last two clashes but what
a game it was at the Inter- |
national Stadium at the
end of August 2022 when
the clubs first met in the
National League.

I was unable to get to the game, having an
impacted tooth removed and woke up from the
anaesthetic to check FootballVWeb Pages on the
phone (as you do)...and | thought | was hallucinat-
ing when the Stones were top of the table! The
match report (above right) shows how the ten-
man Stones hung on for an amazing three points...
four wins from the first five games! The Heed
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managed to puncture our good form with a 2-1 win at
the Vale at the end of January in the return game, while
the match at Gateshead in October was technically
one of the best I've ever seen at non-League level.,

Stones took the lead with a beautiful Tarryn Allara-
khia strike after 73 minute, only for Connor McBride
to snap in an equally impressive leveller just a few
minutes later: As the game ebbed and flowed it was
Gateshead who snatched the points in the 80th minute
with McBride’s unstoppable 30-yarder past Jed VWard.
Scant reward for the 54 Stones fans who had travelled
by trains, planes and automobiles that evening.
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campaign of fifty years ago... which ended
with the Stones’ very first promotion in the

22 years.

One (South): Hastings United 0 Wealdstone 0

confirm that the pitch somehow always stayed firm

to play on it atall, let alone win league titles and
trophies in Lower Mead’s 70 years' existence!

REWIND SPECIAL >>>> by tim 'pai;!(s ‘-
It happened |
30 years ago

Part |7: Fixture chaos looms
as Stones chase success on
League and Trophy fronts

This season we are reliving the extraordinary

club’s long history and our first league title in

Saturday February 16 1974, Southern League Division

mid all the hoo-hah around games being called
off for a waterlogged pitch at the Vale these
ays it’s worth reminding everyone that even
our spiritual home of Lower Mead was subject to the
occasional postponement - and that on a surface that
was three parts mud and one part grass from October

A

1

st ST

Above: the sort of wily old fox face that sadly’s not in
fashion any more. Pat Murray (described as ‘a
dressing room attendant’) surveys the dodgy pitch
before the postponement of the Bexley game

Prem, our fixture secretary John Ward was be-
coming a worried man (sounds familiar). Yve had
fallen six games behind league leaders VWaterloov-

grip of a power crisis - meaning no floodlights - and

So that is what of course happened, seven days

after the bad-tempered
FA Trophy 2nd round
win over Hastings which
we highlighted in the last
match programme.
Stones were due to play
Bexley United

that was ppd we realised

to face Hastings on their

own ground!
The match report

ugredients of a Cup Final,
But if Hastings ies

Both sides setiled down
to play footbail from the
ttart, One still had the
feeling that one spark
| could ignite the flames of

| the F.A. Trophy match

but fortunately this did
not come.

Any point gained away from
home is a4 good one and the one
earned on  Saturday keeps
Wealdstone well in the promo-
lion race. They are three points
behind the leaders Waterlooy-
ille with six games in hand.

Wealdstone did most of the
attacking in the first half and
had several chances, But some
brilliant goalkeeping by Martin
. Arnold kept them at bay.
George Duck and Bill Byrne
had chances before Jones sent

who in turn sent John Henader-
son through. But the speedy

succeeded in finding the side |
netting.
On the half-hour Byrne was

With memories of a walk-off
Wealdstone, when these two teams met a
one would have expected this encounter at

Hastings 0, Wealdstone 0

Hastings’ best player, fired in a
long shot, but MacKenzie had
it well covered. Wealdstone ap
plied the pressure again, with
Fulten and Duck seuing up
Henderson, But again Arnold
thwarted him.

Just before the break Jeffer-
son sent a left-footed drive over
the bar. Then he put player
manager John Ripley through,
but this gloricus opporiunity to
put the home side ahead was
stopped by ihe no-nonsense
MacKenzie.

OFF THE LINE

The second hall’ started at a
hectic l|:aam: where i lefl off,
with Hastings on the attack.
Gill's long shot gave MacKen.
zie no trouble, but Wealdstone
came undgr heavy pressure

However, Wealdstone found

No Battle of Hastin
as ‘Stones get poi

atch publicity
were from Wealdstone.

‘ mg" I

, three penalties, a sending-off and a 5-2 win for
fortnight previously stift fresh in the mind,
the Pilot Field on Saturday 1o have all the

\ irned any thing Irom the previous clash it surely was that it’s the
{ football that counts, Both teams forgot the pre-m
supporters, for enly 583 wurned up, and 200 of those

and so did the

back. A free kick from Pres
land saw Duck head narrowly
wide, In the 70th minute Dnck
was put through by Byene and
Henderson, but again ‘was just |
off target. i

At the other end Jim Watson
let  Ripley through. Barry
Kickcd it up and shot and beat

fucKenzie, but Watsen
redeemed himsell by heading
off'the line.

From then on both teams
played some attractive, attack-
ing soccer and although no
goals came it brought Weald
stene another valuable point,

Hastlngs: Arnold; @unning
ham, Drake, Morris, Mack-
man; Jones, Jefferson, Grif-
fiths; Barry, Gill, Ripley. Sub:
Taylor.

) ‘ ealdstone: MacKenzie;
: S nowadays known as Morris away, the Hastings de- | from the b ¢k, in whig istowe,
Having played a few games on there myself | can two points for a win). With the country still in the g bt Jonecyime: | strongly.

Burgess; dyrne, Duck, Hender
son. Sub: Fairclough,

|
3 % j t ur next league peedy 1 their feet again and fought JOE BRAY
underneath a top layer of slime. That was its default midweek games having kick off at 5.30pm once the gll:;’(before thf m:riesoi'::d;‘isn;:{{a!glgm&: iméﬁ,r— ST | T
il Mar itdri tand the three parts he last thing we wanted : ; throwing the ball ot Henderon, | SRGTOLEL : ;
state until M'al ch, when it dried ou ' p clocks had gone forward, t i g Trophy 3rd round tie BAdieIsastind ook the o The duy fhe rains came i
mud turned into three parts sand, with one parl:lgrassuc’I was to lose games through rain. ity South Shields) was e e e g
dust. Makes you wonder how the Stones were allowe .

Fixtures pile up as

B -

GLYNE GAP SERVICE STATION
HASTINGS ROAD, DEXHILL-ON 884, sUSSEX
TEL pEwi

DEALER

Five decades ago, in the middle of the club's epic FA
Trophy run and charge towards the Southern League

kick by pushing it to Prestand,
but his pile-driver scraped in- |
ches over the bar.

Hastings swung into attnck

B A A o

(right) shows that there
was none of the three-

|
obstructed, Fulion took the i

i

;

B SWIFT- GO SATE GO SAAB.

SOUTHSRN LEAGUL DIVISION Cilu | SUUTH).

Up to and including Sunday, February 10th 1974.

| numerical advantage

penalties-and-a-walk-off

| and Roy MacKenzie did well 1o
| turn Kevin Barry's left footed

‘games are called off

{ s ¢ were desperately keen to play
’ drama that made the driver round the post for a Although Wealdstone were desy o ‘
i, . L. F. h Pa, H. A B A L Mead | comer after he had been put their Southern League fixture with Bexley at Lower |
L n 6 35 26 31 01 408 game at Lower Mead 50 |k roygh by Steve Gill Mead, referee G. Kinsey, from Byfleet. ruled play out of |
Waterlooville 26 11 9 g 3 33 30 30 0-1 280 360 HASTINGS UNITED F.¢. L7D. memorable. And a i Seconds later Mick Grifliths, | the question at 12.15 on Saturday. ;
foolp Tovn .. _&2;1.-.%%_ B 5 30 24 6 00 J75 T N point away from home M Bexley, who had spent - U
Basingatoke 20 12 4 4 34 2B B 12 8 is not to be sniffed at, as the 1970s mantra went. an hour on and off ‘h(\i g Gt b podiponcrent
WL ALDSTONE 3 1 27 C-0 260 5 telephone to Lower Mead ! b atdstons, who siill lave 18
a 23 9 9 539 21 = So now all eyes were turned to the game against oMuidls, were willing 1o (Srlagnons o 8L e
miITeD 26 12 g 12 %‘5 32 ;4 o-1 790 the North-Easterners from South Shields, They wavell and delayed their &ﬁhga:::%a{{;‘ﬁc eallysehe
o . 6 % 23 24 31 212 were competing in the semi-professional departure awaiting the re- e aaton,
2.8 8 . 1-0 u-2 %53 924 4 N I . id- sult of the official’s fifth So far the Jeague has agreed
23 9 5 g 26 26 23 k i Northern Premier League, puttering along in mi Sty . Lo 3 gns ek tenion o he
Remspate 21 &8 6 7 32 2% ig c”g 2-0 T01 210 table but with a smattering of of ex-Newcastle and { fer bis final examinaion of 193/4: cambilen but tis wil
DMLY y 1 t g - = £ i " : i i : g i a .
Pexley United 21 10 ; 2 33 gg 21 ; IHartlepool players including winger Ken Hislop L ﬂ:i'ﬁ Falling, Mr. Kinscy | i'«‘a‘n’q“ﬁﬂé‘?"g’id“inwuf:“{’:?‘?x".‘rr?é“.
e g }gg ; 6 10 28 32 20 10 -2 437 337 | and 6ft 5in forward Joe Riby. They were a real ki muc weisce o LR
d.:’a.f:i\fﬁ:l'.t-l;ow 20 4§ 5 8 30 32 19 2-0 i—g 254 ié’l‘; i CFFICIAL PROGRAMME 1978/74 SEASON unknown quantity. m?\unp&m cﬁg;rc;)flt':i:n;‘:i(:l:h;m 5
FrowiTs ' 2 & : | & i . Kansey
Wetro, Police 24 T -5 12 26 42 19 . | On the day of the Hastings trip, Stones sent | el thorwat amsiaus to play ne | Harry O reports on
Metro. 4y .22 '5 B 9 22 26 18 1-1 461 y Shield / ]c’mc T ade 4 two hour the 0-0 draw, and
Py y . 3 rl riird ~ - I b . 7 y . 5 gﬂ u By A
Conterbury City 4 6 6 12 27 35 18 -1 293 | Above: The Hastings programme cover Press Officer CO|Ir:I Pope up to spy on hields a e %‘.‘"“' bt he fl | : Mg
Saldsbury City 2 = 25 33 17 '2-1 2-0 433 129 : 2 they faced South Liverpool on Merseyside, Was e Sonditions waud be wiksi: | the fixture pile-up
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National League plalt-.
~ Just a matter of time |

- REWIND SPECIAL >>>> continued
ge Ti'ophy prevlew from previous page

this a good idea? Probably not, in retrospect.
Colin was a lovely man, very affable but surely
one of the coaching staff - or manager Sid
Prosser himself - could have jumped on a train

'F.A.Challe

I saw nothing in this
maich at Liverpcol on
Saturday to even remaote-
Iy suggest that Weald-
stone will not reach the

We all know that the Cup is
A great leveller, but if the
‘Stones can strike the form we
all know they are eapable of the
Durham side’s journey must
surely be in vain,

This match eertainly rosc no
higher  than _ Division One
{South) of the Southern Leaguc,
and thers was only one note-
worthy player in the 22 — and
that was South Shields centre-
half John Peverill, signed from
Drarlingepn in the close season.

Over @ 6ft, with a frame to
match, he dominated the middle
of the park, being equally adept

in the air or on the gmunfl.
On this evidence, 'Blones
path to goal must be via the
wings, where Shields full-backs
White or Dale were never insp-
iring, even moug_h__lht_y_ were

Lengue game.  ooLiN POPE. mmmf.'“‘:;;,::gt—;nggf Iﬁogthtzr fPremiei:_ﬂ%eﬁgue s]tand at the moment. It is
e e 2 B nghany S chink very clubs to form a ‘Fi vi-  the club's worst season for ke
| a7 indeed sion’ of the Football Lea. 1 rather forgotten how good the

Left: Ramsgate’s chh‘ d Bourne (Na.S)
but (right) there is no way through their packe

Wealdstone to beat
this Shields side

Wealdstone P.R.O. Colin Pope travelled to South
Liverpool on Friday to see South Shields, who meet
Wealdstone in the F.A. Challenge Trophy on Saturday |
at Lower Mead, play a Northern Premier Lcague game.

Shields were heaten 1-0, anc Pope reports:

full-time  professionals  with |
Hartlepools Last season. i

South Shields, a full profes- |
sional side composed entirely of
ex-league players have scored |
an ingredi 69 goals in 32
league matches this season, but

(ex-Middlesbrough} and Dere

Comner are bath over & ft. but
never looked like scoring, and
their best front runner was lefl-
winger Ken Helsop, signed
from Newcastle two seasons

ago. 3
EA small midficld trio includes
Ron Young who m!de 210
League appearances with Haxt-

lepools

heavy grounds did not suit
’ thcml: ﬂg.d binmed this for their
recent loss of scofing ability.

1 hate making 1,
but South Shiclds will have 1o
raise their game ?nnmiznhly
on last hs't"'d'fgi&fmm o

further prog 2t
m%’;alnmﬂ On Stnday
Shields beat Buxton 10 at
pome in & Northern PFremier

Peverell, the Shields skipper. i
told me afier the game that ||

1 ih

and unearthed the sort of gameplan that would
have given Shields more problems than ultimate-

ly transpired? Spoiler alert!

All will be revealed in the next programme,
which could, coincidentally, be for an FA

Trophy quarter-final tie.

Apologies for missing
Ramsgate mention... sorry
for not giving the 1-0 home defeat by
Ramsgate more than a passing mention in the
previous episode of this 1973-74 story. Four
successive home wins and a draw with Bognor

Chased 5

| 16 vou iy
Ppened (o be i
fiercely t;rrlécﬂi:d Sowhe:nm;’.zgguu:: ;Sgr::l"in:
S0uvenies, el :

previous September:

is beaten by Bill
defenice

| Body blow to Promotion hopes

No excuses, Wealdstop
You gave it away

By Phil Sugden

Wealdstane 9, Ramsgate 1

ton,

Byrn,

Ty 1,200 spe.
wer Me, o
UERSSt You place (hag cight.

I your sons, Brandsons, ar o

’I‘IHNGS move slowly in

! the reorgamsation of

I soccer, We must not expect

| too much, too soon, That
is plainly the lesson to be
learned from the scrapping
of a Nalional League plan
for, at least, a few years,

. A National League might
well have taken in Hilhng-
don Boro and Wealdstone
and both clubs were enthu-
slatic not so long ago.
Events have changed their
thoughts. The entire idea
i based upon a pyramid of
clubs leading to the Foot-
ball League and isn't the

Former referee, Bill Del
low, secretary of the South-
ern League, blames the
Lytham St. Anne's men for
not showing more enthu-
siasm. I can, however, see
the point of Alan Harda-
ker's executive. Dellow
argues that a change could
have been made towards a
National League for the
187475 season when ama-
teurs become & thing of the
ast,  On the other hand,
here will be so much con-
fusion and jockeying for
position amongst the senior
amateurs, it might well take
more than another season
to sorl out the situation,

The plan to amalgamate
Southern League clubs with

gue has its obvious attrac-
tion. The biggest is that
suceessful elubs would be
admitted to Division Four
of the Football League. But,

| two thoughts in the backs

of their minds. The finan-
clal aspects from the view-
point of the smaller clubs
concerns Lytham St. Annes
and the ‘old boy' system
amongst  Foothall League
members in voting back in
the *dead’ clubs who finish

IO R T

TALKING POINT

(BT T TR

at the bottom of Division
Four—or very close o it.
Sometime 1 the not too
distant  future, Hartlepool
will just have to be told
they can't remain in Divi-
sion Four, 1 pick out this
unforiunate club because
they have applied for and
won  re-eleclion on  seven
occasions which means that
only Peterborough, Oxford
United, Cambridge United

by reorganisation created by
a National League will have
mixed feelings. Wealdstone,
not so long agu amateurs
themselves, have survived
in the Southern League,
first in  IDivision  One
(North) and now Division
One (South). As things are
they could well get to Pre-
mier Division status at the
end of this campaign. But,
they would hardly be ready
for a national league, ad-
mits public relations officer,
Colin Pope, ‘We'd like a
season or 3¢ in the Premier
to find our feet’, he says,
Hillingdon, on the other
hand, should be racing
away towards a national
set-up. But, not as things

years. No wonder they are
silent on the prospects for
the future. At the foot of
the Premier Division table,
Boro lack just about all the
things which make a suc-

ridge
the gap better, at this point
of time, than Wealdstone,
who wait to know if the
EMI projeet which includes
develnp;ncnt of their ground
and facilities, will get past
!hq Borough planners,

So for very different
reasons, neither of the Ineal

o Paate ol tha O 4 brought 1,200 through the Lower Mead
quarter-finals of the {hA on: this game, more & sign of || 7250 oy S S SR weakness of the Football  and Hercford United have  when the time 15 riper.
Challenge  Trophy = 0¥ inferior defences rather than L il e League itseldf the thing  won Football League places The work Mr. Dellow and
beating South Shiclds at brilliant sm;mgppwer.d Ribw |8 R_amsg_atecompleted.ale_aguedouble aving which holds back further  since the war. his committee have done
Lower Mead. Their iwin strikers i chalked up a 3-2 home win over Stones the progress? Our local clubs affected  will not go to waste, The !

Harduoker's executive could  cessful club. As well -
not find it in their hearts success itself. Bop. | DECAUSE the Stones y/cfe across

| to ]positively anrrove such  thought, have the ground the borough border in those days.)
# plan.  They will have had  and the facilities to Here is an article within its sports

Southern League sides will |
be eryving overmuch on the |
delayed  projeet for  the
bridge over soccer’s troub- |
led waters,  And, yet, the
idea has so many altractve
virtues, it is my honest 0p-
nion 1t will not be shelved.
Bill Deflow is wise to keep ¢
his committee together, the
gallant  band  who spent
seven hours typing out the'
rules of the new project
Disappointment there must
be, especially when  (he |
Football League gave a nod
of approval In principle,
They will, again, [ furccast

pyranud idea is the best we
have had in the pame at
any time. It literally means
there is a legitimate way
to the top of the tree for
EVERYONE without excep-
tion. Remember, the years
il took to get agreement on
substitutes and yet now, we
forget a time ever existed
when teams played with 10
men. Remember, the vears
of heart-searching an he
amateur classification We
are making progress. The
Natwn_n! League will help |
even if it does not come |
into being for a few years, |
Keep at the Footbal Lea-
gue Mr. Dellow. 1 know
yow'll win in the end,

e

Ruislip and Northwood Gazette
could be occasionally. It spent
most weeks applauding
Hillingdon Borough and totally
ignoring Wealdstone {mainly

pages from the turn of the new
year 1974, and which prove to be
rather prescient, although of
course it took another 3 years
before automatic promotion to
the Football League occurred




UCFB | GIS

UNIVERSITY CAMPUS OF FOOTBALL BUSINESS GLOBAL INSTITUTE of SPORT

Kick off your career in the
sports industry

Turn your passion for football into a career with the University Campus of
Football Business and its Global Institute of Sport where you can study a wide
range of courses with access to iconic stadiums and global summits.

KIDS PARTIES
AT GOALS RUISLIP

Enjoy a great kids party at Goals any time of the year.

Whether you choose our Premiership or Championship
package, your little kicker is sure to have a day to
remember.

Over 90% of UCFB graduates find 5 Premier
full-time employment within League

give you peace of mind whilst your kids hit the pitch.
6 months of graduating with We have alumni working in
two thirds of those working each of the 20 Premier League

PANINI in football and sport clubs and 49 of the 72 EFL clubs

All parties take place in a fun but safe environment to

| really enjoyed my time at GIS where |
gained valuable analysis knowledge and
additional coaching experience. This is
definitely the place to go if working

in football is your long term aim.
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PROUD TO SUPPORT e i Dene Field
WEALDSTONE FC l‘ " ‘V . | i GIS graduate, Firs“LTeamAnaIystandCoaching

Assistant at Watford FC Women
Printers of Vealdstone’s award winning programme

ECO-FRIENDLY DIGITAL PRINT AND 4-COLOUR OFFSET || They say if you have a job that you

love you'll never work a day in your

FAST SERVICE : :fe and | genuinely feel like that.
ya Graham,

NAT’ONW’DE DEL’VERY LUCFB graduate, Assistant Producer at talkSPORT
LOW PRICES

| | EEEEAE | Sean here for more
People For Print Ltd. || : : 7 mfo:'m;’-:'\?ir;ifzcépgw to 5
10 Riverside Park || ARl SRR .ac.u

Sheffield S2 4BB
info@peopleforprint.co.uk
01142720915 / 07802 786000
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"WEALDSTONE FC
BALL DONORS 2023/2024

A R R Y

A traditional package for businesses (from £225 + vat) or fans (£180) for two people that will give
you the satisfaction of knowing you have paid for the ball that Wealdstone FC are banging into the
net (or out of the ground!). And we've frozen these prices for the 2023/24 season.

%% BARNET

?\\\'\\\Q\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\k\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\‘Q&\\\\\\W\R\W\N\\\\\\\\\V\\\\\\\\\‘Q\\\\\\\\
As match ball donor you will enjoy: m

Adam Rossington ‘
@ 2 x Match tickets stional Leag : J
@ Prime seats in the main stand if required
@® Publicity over the PA system and via the official club website and social media . b' " HARTLEPOOL UNITED In memory of Roy & Alan Couch |
® Captains Lounge hospitality with refreshments & snacks. ST Vanarama Bational Leag:
@ 2 x match-day programmes :
@ A fabulous autographed team ball, FC HALIFAX TOWN Toby Jackson (Lapels Badges)
{5 ALDERSHOT TOWN '
) Wealdstone FG Supporters Club
. MAIDENHEAD UNITED '
| N Steve, Megan & Rehecca Wood

YGRK -GITY— _ Toby Jackson (Lapels Badges) HENDON In memory of Brian ‘Kat’ Kelly
: Rickman

If you or your organisation are interested in donating the match ball for a home match then please
contact Richard Hopwood on 07799 077816 or richardhopwood@wealdstonefc.com

N A trophy 5th Round and Les ‘Ranter’ Brookes

: AFG F_YI_'BE 4 Mike & Val Weston (‘»f@ GATESHEAD
EBBSFLEET UNITED e e ———
s ot Az ). onsor Avallatig

In memory of
Tony Drew

BROMLEY Wealdstone FC | en o n s st
Supporters Club__ | SRonsor2 Avallabie

KIDDERMINSTER HARR. David, Adam & Guy Edwards
: . ~ in Memory of Rowland Edwards

ta SOLIHULL MOORS "~ Sponsor2
i e T
CHESTERFIELD Peter & Steve Drew, Ron Moore & David
: i e ~ In memory of fans no longer w
SOUTHEND UNITED ?ﬁ}wwmi W P

o ALTRINGHA:M ‘ The JD Foothall Academy EASTLEIGH

| Sponsor 2 Available

il WOKWG v The Vale Social Club
OLDHAM ATHLETIC

Tony Pauley

BOREHAM WOOD

5. OXFORD CITY

Vinusan Padmarasa

ROCHDALE
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FOOTBALL IS A
GAME FOR ALL.

#HERGAMETOO

Become a New Balance partner and receive:
+  FREE online shop
«  Gift of Kit

+ Dedicated account manager

s Customkitiandtraining wear

» Support of a leadingiglobal brand




David NOBLE

(.5 @Y
RON MOORE

JS oo
Jason SCANNELL

o

-~ Jack COOK
16999 | 1.85m OO

(2]
IN LOVING MEMORY OF
JOHN & CHRIS JEFFRESON

Corie ANDREWS

Neil BANFIELD

CLIVE LEAPER'S INDEPEN-
DENT TRAVEL SERVICE

OO 00007 OO O x5 1:m OO

WEALDSTONE FC
SUPPORTERS CLUB

SARAH GOWDY

Michael OWEN

i
Rachel HILL

JON TAFFEL

- 8w
Jaiden BARTOLO

* AN
Max KRETZSCHMAR

12.10.93 | 7.74m

MICK FISHMAN

BA

Brett AHERN

2 . - W
Charlie BARKER
e 12.2.03 | w

SUDHIR, AKHIL, NIKHIL,
SARIN AND KAMRAN RAWAL

™

KEVIN MCSWEENEY

RELME %
o
Declan PHILLIPS

Nathan FERGUSON
0_ 12:1095 | 1.78m (C M)

2023/2024.The cost is £165 for either home or away kit.You'll be
mentioned here and on the club website, as well as on player inter-
views which will be published on Twitter and Youtube.
To donate, contact Richard Hopwood on 07799 077816 or at

richardhopwood@wealdstonefc.com

Support your favourite player by donating their kit for every game of

Wt e i e A : e {1 50 W 0N £
Tarryn ALLARAKHIA B Jaydn MUNDLE-SMITH Dom HUTCHINSON Micah OBIERQ
@ 171057 | 1.75m QDEOO 171259 1.5:m D (17 RPRRH \ OOROD 201 17m w

DAVID EDWARDS GARY SMITH @STONESCASTSS MIKE & VAL WESTON

ke J i E | 3 /
Marcus DEWHURST Aaron HENRY
w 31.08.23 |

TO SPONSOR DANTE: TO SPONSOR AARON:
richardhopwood@wealdstonefc.com) richardhopwood@wealdstonefc.com

e\ AN o5
Sam BOWEN Sean ADARKWA Joe CULLIS Deon WOODMAN
O 11010 | 1:m ODREOD 111000 153n OB i OO O oiizo2)1sm GO

NICK SYMMONS THE WEALDSTONE FC TO SPONSOR DEON:
WEALDSTONE WELSH & STEVE PAULL BOARD OF DIRECTORS | [richardhopwooc@vealdstonaic.com

“
e

UNDLE-S ‘ - Alex DYER B Charlie SEAMAN
(23 REAPERRICENN . b M 2 ISTOUTNIRIOTNCC,B M 5 TRRTRITA BRI 0 MMl @6 00050 173m QO

DAVID & CAROLINE T0 SPONSOR CHARLIE:
L oanrswrn [l VBRGNS Jl  wceest onove




The Premier League,
The FA and Government

are together for football

'( “rp mJu’] c ﬂ JOV V/L
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Find out our plans for your area: F[lTI?E{El(Tlillggu
footballifoundation.org.uk

CARRYING

O,

' YOUR TEAM

TO SUCCESS

Find The Best Van Leasing Deals At
vaNarfamMma.com




Next
up at
The

RIS
| > —

gch’

Hendon

va I e L] FA Trophy 5th R
L ]

Tuesday

20th February

VANARAMA NATIONAL
LEAGUE TABLE AS AT
SUNDAY 13/2/2024

1 Chesterfield

2 Bromley

3 Barnet

4 Altrincham

5 Solihull Moors

6 Aldershot Town

7 Gateshead

8 Oldham Athletic
9 Halifax Town

10 Rochdale

11 Hartlepool United
12 Dagenham & Redbridge
13 Boreham Wood
14 Maidenhead United
15 Eastleigh

16 Wealdstone

17 York City

18 Fylde

19 Southend United
20 Woking

21 Dorking Wanderers
22 Kidderminster Harriers
23 Ebbsfleet United
24 Oxford City

Follow

Stones
onh the
road:

T:45pm

ALL
PWDLF

32 26 3
32 16
3w
30 14
31 14
31 14
30 13
30 12
21
31 1
33 12
a3
329
329
32 10
29 10
318
319
30 13
329
a1 10
328
338
337

-
(=]
a

oTLE

L
Iy
“«"FQ“\\("&

Eastleigh

National League

Saturday

9th March

3:00pm

HOME

A PWDL
38/17152 0 50 21|
35 16103 3 33 18
45{1510323017}
38 159 4 2 37 16
42’166552417'
57158 5 2 32 22
41|15654232|!
39 155 5 5 23 17
a1547 407 17|
47/156 4 5 26 19
59| 167 1 8 23 27|
4176 0 1 26 27
81175 75 21 22|
39 1657 4 14 14
64/ 167 4 5 30 29
M/158 5 2 28 21
48143 7 4 22 22|
54/ 165 6 5 25 26
33159 0 6 29 13|
40 163 4 9 16 22
53[175 2 10 19 28|
4,164 57 17 19
58/ 165 3 8 19 19|
68/ 16 5 2 9 24 27

Woking

National League

Saturday
24th February
3:00pm

WokingFC.co.uk

Rochdale

National League

Tuesday
27th February
7:45pm

RochdaleAFC.co,uk

bmwmmmmmummmﬂhhhmm—umm-ﬂ—

Bromley

National League

Tuesday
12th March
7:45pm

5/ 20 29 -0
7/18 25 -7
8 23 35 -
9 12 20 -
6/ 19 26 -7
9 22 28 -7
6/ 15 20 i
7‘ 16 18 -8
718 25 -16
9 12 22 -2
9/ 21 39 -8
na a -23

YORK CITY

L)

t+ +

’ FOOTRALL z
cLUB.

York City

National League

Saturday
2nd March
3:00pm

YorkCityFoothallClub.co.uk

For all Vanarama
National League
fixtures:

£ 15 admission for
EFL or Premier
League season ticket
holders and members
of the armed forces

RESULTS
(H) ()

1-1
32 11

0-1

2-0
0-0

2-1
341

Wealdstone FC’s
first team travel
is sponsored by
0smo, specialists
in the supply of
wood finishes

Wealdstone FC
Supporters'
Club often runs
subsidised coach
travel to our
away games.
Check online for
full details.

Official Sponsors of
Wealdstone FC

pfFlewi

Maintaining Excellence

GPF Lewis is an award winning national contractor providing
Construction, Maintenance & Facilities management services.

gpflewis.co.uk




