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REWIND SPECIAL >>>>>

It happened
50 years ago

part one: pre-season 1973

THERE are quite a few of us old codgers whose
passion for the club was ignited in 1973-74 when
the newly semi-professional Stones exploded
onto the Southern League scene.

And because it was such a sensational time to
be a Stones fan we thought we'd share with you
the week-in, week-out dramas of that seminal
season.

Promotion meant as much then as it did five de-
cades later as our club reached the giddy heights
of the National League by winning the NL South.
More, in a way, as we were able to fully celebrate
the title triumph without the desperate interrup-
tion of the Covid 19 pandemic

So sit back, put your feet up and enjoy (or in
some cases, relive) the brilliance of that season
fifty years ago as the Stones claimed their place
in the top non-League division in the country...

Until going pro in 1971 the club had spent 73
years slowly gaining a reputation as one of
the leading amateur clubs in the country. Yet in all
that time the club had only won two major tro-
phies... lifting the London-based Athenian League
title in 1952 and then the nationally-acclaimed FA
Amateur Cup in 1966. But we had never come
close to winning the Isthmian League (arguably the
strongest amateur league in the country) and after
a distinctly lacklustre 1970-71 season decided to
follow Wimbledon and Barnet into the Southern
League ranks.

Both those clubs had been elevated to the SL
Premier Division in the 1960s but the Stones first
had to punch their way out of the regional First Di-
vision. We finished midway in the Div One North
that first season, and then eighth in 72-73 as the
club adjusted to life amongst the flotsam and jetsam
of the professional ranks.

Some of our players were pretty good; some pret-
ty bad; we had a few genuine stars like winger Terry
Dyson (now in his late 30s) who had won the double
with Spurs in 1961 and even a cameo by ex-England
skipper Johnny Haynes in 1973.

But, like today the real gems were the youngsters
who hadn’t quite made it in the Football League
ranks for multifarious reasons: like striker George
Duck who had convinced himself he wouldn’t make
it at Tottenham, Willie Watson who was the arche-
typal rogue at West Ham and released after one too
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Wealdstone F.C. have
arranged two attractive
home pre-season friendly
games for the first week
in August.

On Saturday, August 4
Skelmersdale, the  former
Amateur Cup winners who are
now members of the Northern
Premier League, visit Lower
Mead. kick-off 3 p.m. After two
seasons of professional football
Skelmersdale have established
themselves as onc of the top
sides in their leagu¢. =

Tuesday. August # brings
Southern League Premier Divi-
sion side Barnet to Lower
Mead., kick-off 7.30 p.m., for a
local derby clash.

The clubs have not met for
two seasons when Wealdstone
visited Underhill to-meet Barnet
in a friendly and u-el;e a little

nlucky to lose 2-1. Barnet are
:ow managed by Gerry Ward,
the former Arsenal player.

Wealdstone P.R.O. Colin
Pope and treasurer Harry Ben-
jamin returned home from
Yugo-Slavia on Sunday evening
after spending four days 10
Split, - where they hope to ar-
range a tour next close season.

Split. who have a magnificent
stadium, play in the second di-
vision of the Yugoslavian
Leasue.

d Barnet comii

the club’s fine training facilities.
“gnlit officials are very anxi-
ous for us to visit them next
close season and as our players
have asked us to arrange a touf,

this scems ideal” saidSlfE
Pope. =8
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It’s mid-June 1973,
halfway through
Wimbledon and with
little to satisfy our
yearnings for news
of the Stones and the
new season, which
seems so far away.
Then the Harrow Ob-
server drops onto the
doormat with exciting
news of pre-season
friendlies...

The Wealdstone officials met

many misdemeanours, and Willie’s mate Ray Ful-
ton who had woefully underachieved at both the
Hammers and Leyton Orient.

Convincing these kids that they could still have a

career outside the League was Wealdstone’s ace in
the pack: Manager Sid Prosser who had previously
worked his magic at Isthmian big hitters St Albans
City. He was remorselessly charming and also per-
suaded seasoned League professionals like Eric
Burgess (ex Colchester) and rugged scottish centre
back John McCormick (playing in Division One for
Crystal Palace only six months earlier) to sign for
the Stones.

As a |6 year old | was hungry for the pre-season
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news delivered every Fri-
day morning in the form of
the Harrow Observer.
These days, newspapers
are sadly a dying media but
five decades ago they con-
taned everything we need-
ed to know. Maybe imme-
diacy was lacking but those
broadsheet sports pages
were lapped up before
school every week. And in
them were contained the
spicy gossip about my be-
loved Stones... potential
new signings, pre-season
friendlies on the horizon,
the early-season Southern
League opponents lying in
wait and, above all, the dis-
tinctive verbiage of one
Phil Sugden, the Harrow
Observer Sports Editor.

He was outspoken, fre-
quently mistake-ridden,
prone to irrelevance and
often three sheets to the
wind, but always readable.

In the next couple of
friendly programmes we’'ll
be reprinting more of the
‘Harry O’ pages (see teas-
er below).

Compared to the 2020s,
life in the mid-70s was far
more low key but perhaps
all the more anticipatory
because of that.
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 Chris Kinnear and Bil

- Byme go pro, now

wait for the offers

CHRIS KINNEAR, Wealdstone's 26-

By Phil Sugden

most exciting youngsters to emerge in the Southern Leag

sional forms for the Lower Mead club

And Bill Byrne, the big *Stones striker who put futters

the latter end of last season with fantastic di
| it s E: tic displays
10 sign as a professional tonight (F riday). ond

These

signings  give
Wealdstone a full profes
stonal squad but also

make me suspicious that
big transfer deals are
looming ahead.

It is no secret that both play
ers have been systematically
and regularly watched by lead
ing league clubs,

Kinnear, who joined Weald

! stone as a former apprentice at
| Charlton, has attracted the at
tention of several First Division
| elubs including Tottenham and
Everton,
I understand Everton have
‘ asked ‘Stones to allow Kinnear
o Fo to Goodison Park for
triels during August and il he
shows what is expected they
will offer him terms.

It is no secret that Everton
admired Kinnear for much of
last season, that ‘Spuss, Luton

1 and Orient took more than one
look” at this very fikeable boy

| who learned his football as a
schoolboy and as a youth, and
that he has been admired by
other clubs,

Billy Byme joined ‘Stomes
from Iiford, the Isthmian
League side, two seasons ago,
and since then has been under
constant surveilance by league
clubs,

He played in several games
for West Ham and was selected
for Middlesex Wanderers' tour
of the Far East last season
where he met with considerable
uccess

He made 2 hesitant start to
it season but then burst into
ion in the second hall with a
wrkable run of scoring and
P':ning performances.
big  fellow suddenly

~'Ind top form, started knock-
4 in the goals and rebuilt the
stei¥ Aderstanding which had work-
successfully with leading

((ous season,
i Simply, the conclusion is that
some of thes¢ very good Weald

stone 4 are wanled by
league clubs — and there is

Bill Byrne
nothing surprising about that. A

— including 18 goals

year-old back-four or midfield player, one of the

ue last season, signed profes-

on' Wednesday evening.

into the hearts of defences for
is expected

have no intention of losing eith
er Kinnear or Byrne, or indeed
any member of our squad. We |
have ambitious plans and these
would not be served by getting
rid of our valuable assets.
“Luckily, we have a tremen
dous team spirit and it is & safe |
bet that none of our 16 players
would want to leave, anyway."

The following week
our local paper
carried confirmation
of the pro signings
of Chris Kinnear and
Billy Byrne... big news
as big centre-forward
Byrne (an amateur)
was being chased by
several clubs, as was
right-back/midfielder
K{nnear who had been
highly rated by Charil-
ton. Stones’ current
links with the Addicks
were being formu-
lated 50 years ago!
Kinnear, 19 (a bit
younger than the
reported 26 years)

Big clubs are more and mo..
tending to look at the mon-
league set-ups for up and com

ing players — and Wealdstone

have one or two.

Everyone locally will be sor-
ry if players of the calibre of
Kinnear and Byrne move on —
or if someone snaps up George
Duck.

But it must be remembered

- football is business,

Wealdstone P. R. 0. Colin
Pope said on Wednesday: “We

was with the Stones
for just three years
but made almost 200
appearances . Bil|
wore the blue shirt for
ﬁv(e years but retired
ridiculously early in
1977 at the age of 26




REWIND SPECIAL >>>>> by tim parks

WEALDSTONE v BATH CITY
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Five years ago we carried
a four-page special on
the:- story of John Smith,
pictured below at the
London Eye where we
had tracked him down.

He is now 73 years old
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REWIND SPECIAL >>>>>
by tim parks

It happened =
50 years ago =

part three: pre-season 1973

This season we’ll be reliving the
extraordinary campaign of fifty years
ago... which ended with the Stones’ first
league title in 22 years and its very first as
a professional club.

| think the first signs of excitement about the
new season- as a fan just turned 16 - came with the
arrival of the Harrow Observer on the Friday
morning before the first pre-season friendly. It was
Friday August 4 1973.

Two weeks earlier the paper had printed a tanta-
lising tale under the headline “Stones seek a First
Division centre half”... without naming names, our
problem position seemed likely to be solved with the
acquisition of an experienced player from FIVE levels
higher! And now suddenly it was announced, after 14
days of waiting: John McCormick, the rugged Scots
centreback who had won promotion to the top flight
with Crystal Palace in 1969, and was a virtual ever-
present as the South Londoners cemented themselves
in midtable.

This was amazing! As an occasional Chelsea fan in
the early 70s (thanks to a season-ticket-holding Uncle

who was often away on business) | had seen
the 6ft 2in McCormick subduing Osgood and
Hutchinson, while Match of the Day featured
his duels with the likes of Martin Chivers
(Spurs) , John Radford (Arsenal) and Alan
Clarke (Leeds). I'd even seen him score for Pal-
ace against FA Cup-holders Chelsea in the third
round just two years earlier!

It was like the current-day Stones signing Conor
Coady, James Tarkowski or Sven Botmen...
truly amazing.

The Harry O story (right) got McCormick’s age
wrong: He was 36 rather
than 31, which explains
why Palace were pre-
pared to let him go with
the defender preparing
for life after full-time
football running a pub.

So was he decent ? You
bet he was!

The previous season
had seen Stones finish
== eighth in the SL Div
One South, scoring
a®  goals for fun but also >>

Top picture: Mc-
Cormick tackles
George Best in a
Palace shirt v Man
Utd in 1972 while
(left) he fends off
. Tottenham’s Chivers
in front of a packed
White Hart Lane
the same season

CRYSTAL Palace centre-hif John MeCormi 't

e e o teLormick, who last week rejected terms offered

N e re A causelD hle:rnelllng difficultics, changed his mind this week and signed
McCormick arrived at t

after tea-time on Tuesday

jzmin and Colin Pope.

[i

set-up, had changed his mind and igmcdiatc]:.' signed.

The signing of the
3i:year-old  Scot, who
made a dozen appear-
ances in the Palace First
Division side last senson,
is Wealdstone's  biggest
scoop since they turned
professional two  years

ago,
A ijllnnt Mr. Prosser said
later: "1 am really enthusiastic
about getting John, We have a
really good squad now and you
ﬁ:q.ﬁ.ucalr me a8 being optimis-

That, from the dour My,
Ser, who is never given 1o
meking any siatement which
might be comsidered rash, is
reall '(I:Ornclhing.
cCormick  plavs  agains
Skelmeradale in 1heypr:-s§unur:
friendly at Lower Mead Stag.
um on Saturday,

Mr. Prosser, who lust week
signed Chic Brodie, the former
Brentford goalkeeper, and John
Henderson, " a  striker  from
Bletchley on n month's trinl, ad
ded another trialist to his squad
on Tuesday when he gave a
manth's chance to midfield man
lohn Barnes,

Barnes was an apprentice
professionnl with West Ham
Inst  season, but has been
:?Lllcbascd by the First Division

First news that Wealdstone
were hoping o sign McCor-
mick wasglvcn in the Observer
an JJJI 20 when we announc:
#d: “Now ‘Stones seek a First
Division centre-half” and in our
$op press news revealed thar
the player was training with the
Wealdstone squid.

Last week, when it was star-
:d that the player would nor
#ign because of iravelling diffi-
culties, | revenled that after g
zonversation  with  another
Crystal Palace player 1 had
reason g believerMoCormick:
ﬁlﬂhl‘.‘h.ll},’,c higmyjnd. .7 e

he ground with Wealdstone manay i
; A 5 nanager Sid Prosser sh
and had further discussions with club officials Harry %rcln:y

An hour later Scottish-born McCormick said he was impressed with the chldm

By Phil Sugden

wer Mead Club on Tuesday evening.

| Eighteen players”
fight for places
In 'Sfones squad away from home against

very modest opposi-

VITH some ;
sone S, AL e o s the W i
g ) $VEry much a pey ) : i :
jr:f;d?ut to face Skelmersdale in l]«],cv fl':;?:t ;;‘f,f_wu."ch McCormick, as ex-
of j):‘ ;It! L.t?u_rcr Mead on Saturda ¥ en pected, solidified that
ars, Lcnl“:.dmllp niﬁ::[] I iy porous back four along-
* ! - - . 4
}I_)uh_erl}- and  left-back side fellow wily old cam-
“iddrfﬂ Presland are not in- paigner Eric Burgess (Ex
;u“i‘ ed j'?" the team-list, | Colchester) and went
gl d be brought on on to play 110 games in
m the second half, Cluby a B half
captain Eric Burgess s on | wo and a half seasons,
haliday and is nar avail. scoring four goals. He
was famously tough;
forced off at half time in

>> |eaking them like an
old sieve. It wasn’t un-
usual to see us win suc-
cessive games at home
5-1, 4-0 and 4-2 while
losing 5-0, 4-1 and 3-0

¥ Dyson, Weaids
ur mfd‘f']crd :tarf::t!c
J:I;':"\:i? !bl:: the third
‘. - . e, A 15
F10R 5 10, 9 o, Doy, Man
i The Dysons, wha [
Road, Kenton, 4
3, Neill (515

able,
Alse on holiday is new poal.
e e, o o
season ‘,";'J'Ir Cunﬁnuc. s the. o) CUP game at
Y Big signing John MeCormick Thigd Qusion:s ces
-\.}'ﬂ in the back-four with John shot in November 1975
. atson, Ray Fulion (new man i
o Britad) ion (new man with the score goalless,
7 A wealth of talent is ayail S et
E;l‘:";"‘fm"ﬂ;‘ mldf_i[r':lcl X el Shots. He then broke a
anager will seleey [ ~ i i
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with George Duck, B chley and Beds i
l.-lm.l Alick Brown J’a‘uin:]aﬂgﬁ-:lc il Ssan i-mprcs?ir:‘e per 4 o  ag0 80
;,"n'g}rf;;’"é,‘;{;‘,ﬁ'ﬁ‘ Toh el m:-::; . n:';’cﬂ.]dnqnc's SE“ He died at age 80 in
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REWIND SPECIAL >>>>>
by tim parks

It happened
50 years ago LR

part four: pre-season 1973

This season we’ll be reliving the
extraordinary campaign of fifty years ago...
which ended with the Stones’ first league
title in 22 years and its very first as a profes-

The long wait was over! After weeks of
scouring the Harry O for news of signings,
this was the first chance to see newcom-
ers John McCormick, Ray Fulton and John
Henderson in action and all three were to
play a pivotal part in the success of this,
and the next few seasons.

To get Amateur Cup kings Skelmers-
dale to travel down from Manchester for
a friendly was quite a coup, and 541
turned up at Lower Mead to watch -a
decent number and a decent game.
Apologies for the Sellotape markings
which make it hard to read the match
report (opposite page).... blame young
Mike Pullin, keeper of the scrapbook, for
his schoolboyish enthusiasm!

At the end of this season, in the Sup-
porters Club vote for Player of the Sea-
son | opted for former Crystal Palace

 Fairclough (below left) and
ill Byrne (right) taking on
Lthe visiting defence

Rl e

Off the mark: Ace

-

® poacher George Duck
i snaps up his first of a
. spectacular 64 goals _

Skem keeper fumbled

"
14
‘.Pv'

neweomers,
Happi I one can record it was a most satislying

6 7 star McCormick as the strengthened ang ;',,‘l.i Y vnich tamy mind
Y % z y L pre-sedse endlies do not rev
= defence Wa§ the one key improvement Wealdstone had 75 per cent of the play in achieving i sue
. - ™ on the previous season. But many i "‘l‘.“" ‘5"["]'“‘-; }'“U new }'ﬁgln savere on show, giie
¢ . i rodie who had muhud’lﬂ fore signin
: voted for fellow newbie Johnny H'en The four who pinymr\hmiﬁ‘-wéom"f = i
derson (left) and he actually won it! all Ecmer:_-.m with  erelit way wadoubiedly ,“,ﬂ"‘l’ﬁﬁ! o T
Y . . and. although  1wo  'GEIbagkTRay Fulton, fi ient. Which pounded the cross
But how did weall Ignf.')r'(:: the claif8 them, .l:-]m' Hendersap, | ldaed. E “':.‘.J ‘:'r'.‘”"':;::_-\ ':‘I::' y
of goalscorer extraordinaire George from:Bletchley. and Jofim | FES: are stll wondering hoW (0
. Bl - & RS o Carmrne S o released by the
Duck? Despite hitting over 60 goals in E:;f!g; rl '\"-'I(tf -'l"i;u 18 d Division side. . effoned
rom 5| i = e
73-74 and a total of 250 for the club P00 Lrin. one suspedBlmes INTELLIGENT =7
over seven seasons, he never once re- they h'did “L“‘"“ than -y positional sense was ex-

] ) i enough 1o make mar lient, his interceptions ke, MOStdid well and none more
ceived the 5UPP°"§'"§ JOCk Law Tro Sidd Prosser start think :;wk ;|mimiulll.:‘:‘lﬁ?:rﬁf”::':l lr‘ngz:lc than Wealidstone's " Peter Pai,
phy. A strange omission, but George about offering them ¢ than ot hin clean clear- Temy Dyson,

Lracts

now receives the adulation of genera-
tions of fans as a club ambassador.

i, This might prove somethi
al - nit-embarassment, for 5
would mean o pool of 18 plad w"m“’:‘d quickly. He ’\“'1" bring |
ers and one doubis i he () WUe d ‘%.’ﬂiﬂ. a
Il‘linllsllng ol more than 15, 1 Be Whieh
All gyes, of course, were gn i i

former Crystel Palace contigs g 1 '“_!I"'I‘ ’)Lr‘x'i,)
::‘ﬂlf.lid;" McCormick and mast szt “.'R"‘_‘;' ol ::1‘:::,“%1

41 paying gucsts — i B L e Wext SR
goodly sltendance for Augustd Tl Tast week from West HERT,
when 8o many are o
= depureed more th app
about the safery of this positon

Toliday

¥ dhe second hall. §
is  teenager,  compally

and & great deal vight, much

“which was highty pelished. 1
o 4 gl e isedithe ball with grest ';k;llﬁr
At expeorience  wos wa onc so young, and pencrilly

| wle 1o thosé ar 'lhl

S G ncraliy’ his it sl LlruD}: who cunld do "Stores
el [ good, 1
ﬁ%l%ﬁ%ﬂﬂbléjh‘@l Finally 1o newcomer nember
hch\’bbl!u l:'rr?c' 1ndyt‘ncr:1£.'-lu--'r°'"' John Hemderson, on triaf
s chlev
move upfield whenever a _r.-urner'."'.‘"" Bletehiley.
or a Jree-kick offered him the o

of his first-time volleying away o
from the edge of the box com- 11 unger

wnd, dag 10 a contrac

attempted build-up,

Allsin-all one can only be: 0YOrth Bucks side.

stay. Fast, tricky but esually’

game, looking for the ball and

showing a great appetite for the
TR i i o]

- means problems for
- Wealdstone's manage

By Phil Sugden

SR Wealdstone 1, Skelmersdale 0 f
GE E DUCK picked up the threads of last season, when he so nearly s
N [} £ .
Elwrtl Wenldston? scoring. record, by notching the winnér in thes 36th miu{lliccf'uﬁnfi
gl ﬁf enterdaining pre-season friendly at Lower Mead on Saturday, but important as
:'aﬁ_d is contribution — to give 'Stoncs sweet revenge for an Amateur Cup defeat at the
ands.of Skem, a few seasons ago ~— the main interest was centred on Wealdstone's

t will be back for S:':Du];l
5 opening Southern Lea=

season [ricndly on Saiyr-

r afternoon from that point of view. ,
curs well for the coming season. 1 can be drgucd
il all, but Skem are o hard side o beat and that -

P & Former Wealdstone mid

e
"g{ gltfg Ve, lilul%ilhw 1)

p front, those tereible twing,
rge Duck and Bill Byrac,

The Harrow Observer
goes into overdrive
in the wake of the

opeping friendly: a 1-0
win over redoubted

Lancashire side Skel-

mersdale. ‘Skem’ had

made their name five
years earlier in the FA
Amateur Cup, knocking
out holders Wealdstone
and going on to reach
the final at Wembley

where they drew 0-0

with Enfield in front

of 75,000. The London
side won the replay at

Maine Road, Manches-
ter, 3-0 in front of a
heaving 55,000 crowd

. and constantly drew uppla
for his reading of the gamard

act without, perlaaps,
ng their full polental,

Biead flicks might have brough
couple of goats and Duck
s unlucky not (o get his so
cond near the end when hie ook
careful aim only to be thwared

Of last scason's brigade, Jhim.a

sel attacks poing. He has fost none of bis love for the

3 but orfe real mistake dup (BAME or his  dymamic Encrgy Alck Brown amd Godlrey,

who came on for Henderson

h " and Barnes, both did cnough o

i ithow they will be Fighting far
hickr pinees.

e 90 minutes aned po. HUEIOE the close season, He gl
i strne 100 minutes” work

0. still chots with everydie
ling 10 listen, be it refcréd,
i SAD0ofen hesitant b tinesman or spectator, and can ¢y
5 9 Milly irspire his colleagues to |

great heights, Long may he go, Y
. v T hat Wealdstone scored only
one was very lurgely due 1o the
superh ganlkeeping of John Fit
ton, who hos been om Liver
ol's books, This agile, nero
ic goatkeeper had o pame

in the Back four, Chrs Kin
pleased ime as much os anyone NEAR was
ihe was replaced by Jim vely efficien
wﬂjﬁ Continue 1o improve.
1) I s ohn Watson lvad o splendidd
McCormick did little wro "built and steong with it, dis- (EEhall bet then bloted higgba’
played a tremendous workeate, PYBOOK when invaolved in i std
pid incideat with o Shem plagen . the end of hosilities.

ident and will be of gre: ; I which in a compentive match
evident and will be of great vale o 4 A type of midfield  MUSE bave resulted in him being thave been four, alihough he
as, splendidly  supported by
Tght-back Dave Berry. a beard:
ed gianl who gor through o

membered and well desery-
the ovation he received m

. Byt for him the score would

SThat splendid refere

el
nted o the full list, w,
obviously unwilling fo take the
§his 25 year-old has quise paengesl plscitie Icion i)
r ~ fot of cxperience having played. friendly, e atson. already
e om0 e Tl vl et o
v . i c belppe ¢ seas QS SLaf)
He kicked cleanly and some mﬁ,:;nm Jr;f:::-'],rct-l_ ‘T hat éfm‘m learn to control his Lempd
Bt Lower Moad M SISO (o 0uri) it
il ¥TE GOy
pleiely shatiered Skcmcrmmk.‘sﬁﬂrﬂ misundersianding withutbe: had another good garde in mid- &
- -4 field, particularly during  the if
st st abowi the nearest Skem
Aot to an equaliser was when
wincar cleared . off .rthasd
Roy McKenzie kept a clean' "from the clever Atherton,y
disect, he was always in the sheet in goal but occasionally i
rought hearts (o mouths when
* certain in his handling.

The anly goal came after 36

made three splendid saves from
the rampant  Wealdsione for
wards but when Fairclough
completed o fme run on the

thi ppaald only parry a pow
and

; g . i In the event I, for onc, am’ fist period, and the Roxeth
ligve this is an excellent signing happy to sec him there Aud. Manor P.E. master will be hard

by managar Sid Prosser. ___ dhall be surprised if be doestbt o dislodge from the side,

claugh, Byrne; ‘Duck,




REWIND SPECIAL >>>>>
by tim parks

It happened
50 years ago

part five: stones 2 minehead |

This season we are reliving the
extraordinary campaign of fifty years
ago... which ended with the Stones’ very
first promotion in its long history and our
first league title in 22 years.

| was just a spotty teenager in those days, living a
rather less informed life than the media-saturated
youngsters today... our only form of commmunica-
tion was the local paper (the Harrow Observer) and
the match programme... and | loved them both!
Which is probably why | became a print journalist
and still have an unhealthy obsession with our
printed matchday prog.

This weekend 50 years ago had me just as excited
as the current season, as the Stones had won 2-| on
the first day (see the parallels?) and were now facing
the dangerous Minehead side in our first home
game. There was the small matter of a 4-2 friendly
defeat to the amateurs of Leytonstone in midweek
but happily that wasn’t replicated on our trip to
Eastleigh last Saturday.

The Stones’ first Southern League Div One South
game was a trip to Hampshire to face Salisbury City
on August | Ith on their notoriously-sloping pitch.
“Close to 150 fans made the trip” according to the
Minehead editorial and although that doesn’t sound
many today, the sup-
porters club were
running three or four
coaches to every
away game by the end

of the season as the

Stones homed in on
the league title.

So was | at Salis-
bury? Er, 'm afraid
not as the habit of
travelling to away
games for this 15
year-old didn’t kick

in until a few months
later later. Instead, |
was reduced to
scouring the small
print of the Sunday

Express’s ‘Non-

League football re-

sults’ and praying

BEASON

19731974 (Ferw
= |
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Two

Barometer is set fair
as ‘Stones win again

By Phil Sugden :

Wealdstone 2, Minchead 1

I;l:i;?::’i!:ﬂh:ﬁ&?ﬂl::emgum is “l.t,e fair, it could be said after Wealdstone chalked

: s outhern ue victo i i

: pr?tagoni:gts e eiind el samrday'ag ry against Minchead, those tough

: t could be argued that ‘Stones might have won more convincinglv

o . ha e convincingly; that they created

: ‘ar u?!. more chances than they appeared likely to accept on the day, and that would be.f

I do not think for one moment that this si i ike i
N one 1 side has shown anything like its true’

Fotepmﬂ so far, There is still occasional hesitancy in defence, odd l’a[.‘s.t:sgm"1 cir:cint?:

iont in the middle and certainly the Duck-Byrne p rship is not yet at its very best. .,

o ‘ :

nore for: George Duck .

yrne (dark shirt,
centre) comes close to turning

dropped onto our doormat on Tuesday morning
that the result was officially confirmed, A bit differ-
ent to the live stream or constant Twitter updates
that keep us informed about every moment at
every level of football these days.

Our big No.9 Bill Byrne had scored the first goal
at Salisbury, with the winner half-volleyed in
with some panache by John Barnes on his
Stones debut. No, not THAT John Barnes...
this one was a former West Ham young-
ster who arrived on the recommendation
of our East London contingent (Willie
Watson and Ray Fulton). Unfortunately
Barnes played just three games before get-
ting crocked. And he never pulled on the
blue shirt again.

But back to Minehead. The Somerset
side had a smattering of very good ex-pros
from Bristol and Exeter and in fact finished
as runners-up in the Southern League
Prem just three years later, after winning
promotion. Then came the plummet and
they are now playing in the Somerset
Senior League or suchlike.

They certainly gave us a good run for our
money on this sunny afternoon 50 years
ago - and when their giant centre-back
Bob Boyd blammed in a 25-yard freekick
for 1-1 it seemed we'd end up frustrated.
But then (and it’s amazing how you re-
member things a half century later when

cross and the referee disallowed the goal
we! Happily, George Duck stepped up and

drilled in the first of his 19 spot-kick goals
that season and we'd won. Happy days :)

for a penalty kick! How outraged were ¥ : .._. e 32

(No.10) also lurking. We like to

eulogise about our old Lower
Mead ground but our current
groundsman Adam Rowland
would be horrified by the
scrubby turf and long grass
around the goalposts!

Below: Our new capture from

‘,t?““

Crystal Palace, the 36-year-old

John McCormick (No.5) shows

his aerial power

i

Far left: the first home ¥
k match programme of the
season and some very.

- dodgy artwork. Still

g

. well timed tackle from the from

i

'§

| back which at best can only re- |

_many defences and certainlvd

season. must be purring
like a contented cat in an-
ticipation.
There is so much ability

| evident that one can only be.
lieve that any time now. in any
game 1o come in the very near
future. some unfortunate side
will meet *Stones in full cry
|and  when  that  happens
| someane is likely to be on the
receiving end of an almight hid
ing.
Minchead. of course. were in
the promotion race for much of
last season and on the form dis-
played in this game they will be
thereabouts  again this cam-
paign.
ey are a tough, give no

quarter outfit — and by that | |

do not mean they are aver-
hard, Robust. ves. In fact they
often tackled in this came with |
biting ferocity. but the majority |
of their work was scrupulously |
fair. h
L. like most other people.

would rather sec a rugged but |

than a sneaky effort from the |

sult in a free-kick.

The West Country side have
made only a few changes from
fast seagon and their greatest
acquisition is certainly former
Bristol Rovers siriker Bobbie

that the smudge on ‘Salisbury | Wealdstone 2’ was in this cross from Terry Dyson Buhl anyone who hast i Hesierson ghost into an un-
not concealing a zero in the away goals column... it in the first half of the Mine- {"\?elgl d?tionc th‘sleam"ebu!h' 2 : :ﬁﬂm&i' sosition - and “head in-
was not until the midweek Harrow Observer head game with George Duck games so far played this | PYson Durse. was His |  After 1] minutes ‘Stones

*Dyeon, ©
usual encrgetic self. running
himsell to @ near standstill and
causing considerable consterna-
tion with his inswinging corners.
As Minchead's ogile goal-
keeper lan Barnes commented
after the game: “Terry's insw
ingers get cverybody on edge™.
Roy McKenzie returned to
Wealdstone's goal after Chic
Brodie's none 100 happy debut
the previous Tuesday. and gave
a sound pedformance. handling
sifely and coming off his line
well. He will be a difficult one
1o displace for he appears to be
B&ining in  confidence  with
cvery match.
! One suspected there were
i subtle changes in the back four-
1 play and it may be that manag-
er Sid Prosser has decided on a
| policy of adopting tactics 1o
| suit_the play of John McCor-
| mick, rather than asking the
former Palace player to fit in
| with existing style,

Apert from a couple of lapses

the defence was solid encugh.
Fairclough. Watson and Dy-

son were alila energetic and often

tive football in midfield. al-
though of course a change must
be made in this department for
the next couple of matches as
Watson Is under suspension for
two league games from Mon-

ones,

LATE CHANGE |

A veterih of some 400 Foot-
ball League games and the se. | |
orer of 101 goals for the Bristol
side, he is a true professional,
Wearing the number six shirt he |

Y sometimes looked almost inno- |
£uous in midfield — until he | |

bad | Wealdstone's  back ftur
Wworried on a few oceasions.

Wealdstone were forced to
make a late change when J

Barnes reported unfit and Te

day.
As I have said. the front men
have vet to show all their poten- |
tial but these are carly days and |
Henderson, Byrne and  Duck
did more than enough to raise
hopes of better things to come,

ROUSING START

Wealdstone made their usual |

now you forget where you've just left your sl Bo st Into muttick with : I Hazzard had blown }
f A T R h devastat- | | rousing  start, th o or & penal
glasses) Bill Byrne turned in a Watson ST ing soccd. He will confumed | s psm_ o ;f;r‘f"c"';‘r :;: ty and Duck made no mistake

ﬁ“’m d ¥

Jreekick went through

se1s of legs before hin:ﬁe‘m
Dyson. swept aside all de.

|

In any event. no complainis. |

produced thoughtful. construc- /|

| running

.}v‘ﬁo two more  well-eamed

went ‘shead” s iMéndedson ang
admirable  Fulton set” up® the
chance and Duck appeared
from nowhere to go low and
send the ball perfectly placed
and powerfully past Barnes.
Diyson went ¢lose with a spe-
cial and then McCormick. who
had raced upfield. hooked a
corner into Barnes® hands,
Minchead missed a chance
when Jones broke quickly from
midfiekd and the Somerset side
had three men wp with only
Kinnear back. Jenkins held an
too long and Fulton was back
like a grevhound 1o clear the

danger.

Four before
break Minchead got on terms.
Once more Bobby Jones raced
clear but this time he was
chopped down and centre-half
Boyd moved up 1o hit the free-
kick fercely into the net. No
chance there for McKenzie.

Wealdstone were quickly at
them in the second half and aft-
er Byme had neatly semt Hen.
derson  away. the  winger
crossed perfectly for Duck to
head over bar.

Minehead replaced Risdale
| with. Downs and the game be
| came a stern. relentless baitle,
mainly in midfield.

SUPERB SAVE

minutes

the

Barnes twice saved superbl
when first Duck and thcn?ic_\.-rni
:onred‘ml Dyson erosses, but
the winning goal ultimately
came from the penalty spot aft
| er 70 minutes. *

Watson, out on the right and
into the box. was
fouled and although Byrne
flicked the cross in. referee

with a power drive.

points for *Stones and all - the
(vigns that H':elr: could be :11&111:‘Ii




REWIND SPECIAL >>>>>
by tim parks

It happened
50 years ago

part six: stones pull off a

a football lesson

Bletchlcy I, Wealdstone 4

WEALDSTONE supporters who made the tri i
£ orters p to Bletchley for this Southern League
Cup return match on Tuesday (and there were scores of them) must have rrluasr;md
home intensely proud.
With a stunning display of attacking soccer — one veteran s i
; g : steran supporter thought it the
Echt performance by a Wealdstone team for many years Bk:ul:j!'lljlcy were ptlveri
Y a four goal avalanche in the space of 20 minutes in the first half and Wealdsto

whopping 8-2 two-legged
beating of Bletchley!

This season we are reliving the
extraordinary campaign of fifty years
ago... which ended with the Stones’ very
first promotion in its long history and our
first league title in 22 years.

Tuesday August 28, 1973: A pretty routine trip up
to Buckinghamshire to play Bletchley Town in the
second leg of the Southern League Cup first round.
Yet there is always somethings that sticks in the
memory and on this occasion it’s the home side’s
lanky No.9 John Weekes who sparked the cry of
“Bletchley lay-off!”” to be bellowed from the Lower
Mead terraces for the best part of the next decade.
For Bletchley were pretty awful, and probably the
hapless striker was the worst in their modest ranks.

The Stones had won the first leg of this tie 4-1 at
Lower Mead with ace marksman George Duck
notching a hat-trick (including one penalty) - and the
difference between Duck and Weekes was painfully
obvious. George would be strolling around, control-
ling passes and laying them off, imperious on the

ground and in the

CHARLES NEAD

A Goodman & Son

Mokaris Cafe

Off };a'nf' Programme
Y LB

_ACWLEY FOOTBAL

. 16&“ _._,____._h!___.,;_::#

™ éééﬁii-ﬁm cague T
— X

T
BLETCHLEY TyWE ALRSTONE
BLETGHLEY MOTOR RENTAL

Tassday August 26 W
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nwTAL “dﬂ\l'
TavLTeey ‘»L“ o

5 LT

air while poor Mr Weekes achieved his moment of
‘fame’ by moving to flick the ball on from a long ball
up the channel... and succeeding in heading the ball
out of the ground in the direction of the Hindes
Road Chest Clinic. This provoked much hilarity
amongst the Elmslie Enders - but not as much as
seven days later when he performed the same trick
at Bletchley’s Manor Field in the second leg. He
looked on, crestfallen, as the ball looped over the
stand and the delirious cry ‘Bletchley lay-off’ punc-
tured the air.

Only three years before, VWeekes had scored the
equaliser for little Leighton Town as the Spartan

CONTINUED ON OPPOSITE PAGE >>

ik

Above and below: action
from the first leg of the
Southern League Cup tie
with George Duck and Ed-
die Presland (dark shirts on
the left) waiting to see if
Stones’ John Henderson can
flick on this early corner.
Below: Henderson stretches
to try and squeeze the

ball past Bletchley keeper
Dennis Wells... Johnny H’
wasn’t popular with his
former team mates as he
taunted them over both
games!

won by an incredible 82 margin, They had won the first leg 4-1,

-

S0 complete  was
Wealdstone's  first  hall
dominance that Bleichley,
themselves  fresh  from
coming from behind (o
beat Bedworth last Satur
day, must have thought
that the Stones had 14
men on the park.

The manner in which victory
was achicved was a sheer de
Hight o watch. Intelligent run
mng off the ball, ndroit use of
the open space, and precision
passing. had the  Bletchley
crowd applauding, and by hall
fime it had become exhibition
stufl,

Yet this. on paper, was ot
by any means the Strongest
Wealdstane side — a very pood
argument against the protagan
ist for the squad sysiem. which
Wealdstone are now operating
_ Both Jonn MeCarmick (in-
Jured  leg) and  Bill  Byrne
(strained  shoulder  ligamenis)
were late non-starters and Eric
Burgess made his first appear
ance of the season in the No. §
shirt. T:!'ry Dyson was recalled
in the middie, Alick Brown and
John Henderson joining George
Duck up front

One of the supreme ar
C'hm.'t_!s of Wealdstone's victory
was Jim Godirey, who had his
best game 5o far — and crown
edit with & very well-taken poal
10 make it 4.0.

DUCK AGAIN

Ie;_\"nl::in,ﬁG was secn of Bletch
attack in the first half, and
Wealdstone went _,aiuea:i a;’rr:::
20 minutes, Godirey did the

| spadework and Henderson,

former Bletchley pla G
h ayer coolly
beat Wells, Four miftutes fater

| Bailey pulled & D
down with his M:J;:L fm:

hit an immacuiare penalty,

Some seven minutes fater
after both Fulton and Kinnear
had had  tremendous shots
finger-tipped over the har, Hen-
derton beat Wells to the ball
and slid the ball just inside the
post, and jum before half tme

€Y maoved in quickly from
the right fank ang although

‘ rdly :;gkd hit a fi
.‘&gﬁ.ﬁ tich left Wells flat. i

ith an. aggregate lead of

. Wealdstone came out for -

plecipitate jp
ur' Saturd

ame Sxainet Marl

Jim Godfray —
game for Wealdstone -

The result was tha| Bletchley
came far more into the g:m?l:
and some heavy pressure wag
finally rewarded when Brodie
i the Wealdsione gonl, had a
m_\-\[ern;:_m penally given
agamnst him, a 2,

i ad Beyd pot one

COMPOSED

Brodic made a spectacular
flying save from Gibbs and
th_cn pushed 4 hot one from
Weeks over the bar ay Biktchley
friade the running, byt the com
posure  of Wealdstone's back
four eventually took over and
with Fulton and Dyson show
Ing. rarc affinity, ‘Wells was
again o busy man

A cunning header from Duck
seraped a post, and Brown was
clawed down inside the box aft
e B minutcs but a free kick
awarded on the line.

Bletchley, unfortunately, re
sorted to nearnaked nggression
m the tackle towards the end,
and Duck and Henderson in
particular were the victims: so
much so thai for his own sake,
Henderson wis brought off for
the final eight minutes, being re
placed by Barnes.

Manager Sid Prosser obvi
ously Telt divcretion was the
better part of valour g referee
Me. Bant Wwas sorely in danger
ol[‘ofim what little Erip he had
| nfhmu:  Brodie:  Preg
and, Fulton, Kinnear, F. Bu

son: Duck,
Sub: Blrn:&.“lm' Henderspn,

League Div One
side had held the
Stonestoa |-|
draw in the FA Cup
in that Bedfordshire
Town... and then
Leighton ‘giant-
killed’ our Isthmian
League side with a
1-0 win in the re-
play.

But now the boot
was on the other
foot. Stones had
won their first
three competitive
games and as the
Harry O report
(left) shows, were
in a rich vein of
form. The chief tor-
mentor of the
home side was
their former winger
John Henderson -
who went on to
score twice as
Stones racked up a
4-0 lead within 20

minutes of the first
half as Bletchley
were left chasing
shadows. Or, hack-
ing at shadows
more accurately as
they savagely tried
to stem the flow of
goals with ‘Johnny
H’ the main target.

Fifty years ago and
you rarely see a
Bletchley Lay-off
these days...more’s
the pity!



This season we are reliving
the extraordinary campaign
of fifty years ago... which
ended with the Stones’ very
first promotion in its long
history and our first league
title in 22 years.

Saturday September 8 1973,
Southern League Div One South:
Canterbury City 3 Wealdstone 0
I WAS literally one week into the
lower sixth at school and trying
to decipher the almost-impene-
trable [4th century works of
Chaucer.

How ironic then that my team
were facing a trip to Canterbury,
subject of his famous Tales, that
weekend. If Chaucer was emi-
nently put-downable, | was rivet-
ed by our start in the Southern
League Division One South and
spent much of the Eng Lit lessons

CANTERBURY CITY FOOTBALL ¢LUB
Ofifical Programez 4

Kingsaead Stefism
SEASON 19TI-B
o e Foumed  Adceator
e o Tw Saowes Lage
Marces of O Fart LADS
actnatey ERLF A

— SA —— COMCR

For All rovel Requremerts B

REWIND SPECIAL >>>>> by tim parks

It happened
50 years ago

part seven: why canterbury tales
became my least favourite text
in the painful world of a-levels

gazing out of the
classroom window
dreaming of the
mazy runs of Johnny Henderson
and the sublime finishing of George
Duck.

Surely the unbeaten start to the
season would continue as we
travelled down into Kent to face
perennial strugglers Canterbury?
Three coachloads of supporters
were in happy anticipation of a win
to follow the beatings of Salisbury,
Minehead and Bexley in the league,
and Bletchley (twice) in the South-
ern League Cup and Marlow in the
FA Cup. Who could stop us?

Well the completely unlikely an-
swer to that came in the form of
well-respected ex-League goal-
keeper Chic Brodie, who had
signed as cover for Roy Mackenzie

- and was fully expected to
replace the affable keeper.
Brodie had pedigree, listing Man-
chester City, Wolves and Brent-
ford on his CV - but he also had
a pedigree chum....
There had been much
merriment two years be-
fore when Chic, playing in
goal for the Bees at Col-
chester, went to gather a
back pass and was struck
by a small dog that had
encroached on the pitch
and was chasing the ball.

Brodie went down in a heap,

much to the glee of ITV’s Brian
Moore on the following day’s
‘Big Match’ programme, which
had shown highlights of the
game. But it was no laughing
matter for the goalkeeper,

Corexct
JAMES TRIWEL BUREAU | o5e professional career

Brodie is struck by v
the rogue hound

The strange case of Chic
Brodie and the dangerous
dog: stills from the ITV
coverage at Layer Road in
1971 show the dog chasin
down a back pass befo
colliding with the
unfortunate keeper

ended right there.

The knee injury
put him out for
months; Brentford
ended his contract;
and he was next
seen playing for
Margate as they
crashed out of the

Bournemouth. Ted
MacDougall (later
to play for Man
Utd) scored NINE
goals that day and,
again, Chic’s canine
incident was
brought up on the
telly.

Not funny. And
certainly not funny
when, two years
later he was playing
for us! Small boys
behind the goal at
Canterbury were

heard to bark un- ‘S':
kindly at Brodie, - Two ch

€ both by God-
and that can’t have - frey. ‘l:wd'::'udb? o ‘t"l?em m;.:
helped his confi- - S5t time his eader scraped )
dence when he { mm& Wd’:‘;ﬂﬁ woulmnd
3 with only Arm. . With his great

tunnel at White

Hart Lane two

days later to face

an impressive Tot-

tenham line-up in the London
Challenge Cup... in what proved
to be his final game. Barry
Daines in the Spurs goal was im-
perious form as the Stones were

trotted downthe &% Hm.hun
B e 5 T

W e

generally regarded as number
former Brentford man, signed
first two goals and showed
One could be forgiven
for believing that he was a ;
youngster, new to semior  goc Wer€ "phyched” out of :
football, rather than Arm. (e, 2O Canterbury “were gamey. "¢ °"* O s poore
strong in the Canterbury  in the ﬁrs{-h‘:lll!-nhm i
FA Cup 11-0to goa.l.ed Hapless  Chic Ps':.vsicalinldged
seemed mesmerised, and dknokg T Vere aking  Harro
e A p for C V.
his penchant for leaving i Bavtss vy
his line could have been continuing to meet force with M ey, bk
even more heavily punish- ;'“"'. they played it Canter-
&d. ury s way. started to dish i
out themselves, lost their cool in

the process, and found the Kent

To be fair, equal blame for
side better at the hard stuff than e dgroying. himself out of

the first goal must be shared

: m':q the ﬁd:femm the second. they were
when out. then Thus Cant i
-.“ww i o e plaging bette: in this half oy Just not doing it at present. and

2 on top vet a goal
OB ccping e “Sioms cors “"ﬂ & gl ;hek:oﬂk;:nd r:hf_‘t:lnlle; grateful that John Henderson
}.‘Ju:lmlh ridi‘cll'u::?; S when 100 mucl g
ust one stone goal i i

i the first half must surely have B'r'%éﬁf :ﬂ “?g' :1"': o
ledtoan n:;lﬂ_pnln. Kliﬂe%ing up e B
¥ nst a st wind, hardly believe such

I‘ootb,ll was good. and generosity.

; : '
mom Converbury %

" Brodie slips twice and
"Stones crash to defeat.

Canterbury City 3, Wealdstone 0

hard knocks.

beaten 4-0 while Brodie was a
picture of indecision as he
flapped at crosses and waved at
every shot that passed him.
Brodie later signed for Maid-

defence allowed

The perils of adopting a squad
:.fy"im- o B ;'q;!aiﬂsystcm (when 16 or 17
tories was shattered,
Shattered, let it be sa

v frequent team change
ted on Saturday when Wealdstongc

id, by a team of limited skills who had li
" ! ttle
foo‘:(b;a:l’ 50 offer, and who will surely finish well in the bottom half Lor Ilhct table.
stone lost this match at 2-30 pm when the team sheet w \
one goalkeeper was replaced by
during the close season from Ma
an astonishing display of hesitancy,

played it ver ;
i Some oFlh: book. Burgess and Watson for

In the second half, instead of

rhury (admittedly

cleve ii i i [
Mess in - immediately after the Canter. |

made it two and could

goal 10 mak, :
T T j"; porters made the trip

for Wealdstone
ormick but even
and Ray Fulton fell into the :fisz m@:‘.&rﬁ;{'mﬂ' oo

anterbury ;. Watson; B
Rame. As a result,  son. Sub: 8};’;?&,‘)"“' He .

W

goalkeeping  both |Ei°dfmy and  Watson
On the stroke of ti Struggled. The tragedy is that |
were confined scored a splendiii e kg .

& 3 the i
Bl e rice.mmhm atr

games.
Four names went into the

Wealdstone and Bayliss and
one felt that Bayliss was lucky

Manager Sid Prosser has
problems in Wealdstone's mid-
field. where Paul Fairclough. an
ever-present so far, shows no

the doldrums.
Striker Bill Byrne is another

he may well have cause to be
started a two week suspension

o bury match,

Wealdstone's downfall, Quite
apart from anything else.
stemmed from midfield. where

three coaches of Stones sup-

barren and like & desert waste,

OUTSTAND, ﬁ;lh:;lg:: can only marvel at |

nce of the league’
Management committee. i

Wealdstone: Brodie; Burg-

Fairclou

stone United as cover but
doesn’t appear to have made an
appearance for them, and died
from prostate cancer in 2000 at
the age of 63.

pl_ayers all have to be kept in
s irrespective of results) was
s run of five successive vic-

in the way of
as put up. McKenzie,

Chic Brodie. and the
rgate, gave away the

|
|
|
|

Finally. the only comment
ol {
the Canterbury pitch, Ium;u::1 |




REWIND SPECIAL >>>>> by tim parks

It happened
50 years ago

part eight: stones’ bright start hits a.
wobble as ‘minnows’ chesham pull
off an fa cup shock at lower mead

This season we are reliving
the extraordinary campaign
of fifty years ago... which
ended with the Stones’ very
first promotion in its long
history and our first league
title in 22 years.

Tuesday September 18 1973, FA
Cup Ist qualifying round replay:
Wealdstone 2 Chesham Utd 4
AMAZING what you can recall
five decades later: Arriving at
Lower Mead pretty much soaked
through for this FA Cup replay
under the lights, having decided
to wear a new ‘waterproof’ jacket
that patently wasn’t.

The jacket was Royal Blue, which
was good enough for |15-year-old
me, although | was loathe to ditch
the parka coat that had been a
lucky omen for every other

EALDSTQ

Stones match | had seen
that season - we were still
unbeaten since I'd started
wearing it.

After all, we were only
playing ‘little Chesham’
who had somehow sur-
vived the battering we pa
had given them at their
own Meadow ground the
previous sun-baked Saturday
thanks to lashings of good fortune.

| bought my 5p match pro-
gramme (pictured below), a little
soggy as the constant, heavy rain
slanted under the overhang of the
programme booth, and read that
the pitch had received “72 hours of
watering to make it playable for to-
night’s replay, as the players are fed
up with playing on rock-hard
pitches”.

Well it had bucketed down all
afternoon - but luckily we had
strikers with perfect names for
| such aquatic conditions like
b George Duck and Derek Otter
| (okay, | made the last one up).
| It would be just typical to find
| that we couldn’t cope with a
slippery surface, after three
i straight wins in blazing sunshine
| had Stones top of the Southern
League Division One South
(until the surprise reversal at
Canterbury which we talked
about last week). VWearing my
parka hadn’t always been the
wise choice but |5 is the age to
be making such mistakes and
anyway, sweat and grime is part
of the charm of the
teenager (I told myself).

The game kicked off in front

of a decent Tuesday night

WINHERS
Fa
AMATEUR CUF
196t E¥

Colpars: AOYAL BLUE & WHITE

730 po
AMBER, 1013, Kick-ol!
Ax‘flg!gnig?u;, Fient Qualifying Round Replay

WEALDSTONE v. CHESHAM URITED

OFFICIAL PROGRANME fp

TUESD
E

eorge Duck (above) ana iIIB};rn

nesnam a K

crowd of 1,000. Chesham’s Taylor
swung in the first free kick of the
night, towards the Cinema End
goal the Athenian League side
were attacking, but it was an easy
catch for our keeper Roy Macken-
zie. Well, it might have been had
he been wearing those Peter
Bonetti ‘non-slip’ gloves that were
so fashionable in the game’s higher
reaches. The ball squirted from his
grasp, ran up his arm and behind
his head, and then bounced once
in the proximity of the goalline,
gleaming white and shimmering
with collected water. Mackenzie
grabbed the ball and went to play
it quickly upfield, only for a furi-
ously-flagging linesman to signal
that Chesham were 1-0 up.

What? How?! This was an age
when linesmen were pretty much
invisible (unless they were being
consulted, and becoming heroes
in a World-Cup-Final-Geoff-
Hurst scenario) and yet here was
Mr P.B. Clarke or Mr R. Letsome
(choose your anti-hero; he wasn'’t
identified in the match report)
scuppering our cup hopes as early
as the fourth minute.

I’d been a die-hard Weald-
stone fan for four years and
already the misery of aver-
age league performances
and shameful FA Cup exits

X &

were burned on my soul.

The previous year we'd been
knocked out 3-1 at Hayes, al-
most acceptable, but before
that came horrific defeats by
(then) Athenian League min-
nows Boreham Wood (0-2 ina
home replay) preceded by Spar-
tan League Leighton Town in
1970 (again 0-1 at home in a re-
play after |-1 away).
This tie was far from over but it
all seemed so horribly predict-
able. Wave after wave of yel-
low- shirted attacks (we were
strangely wearing our second
strip) bore down on the Chesh-
am goal but the Buckingham-
shire club were convinced that
they were Stones bogey side
and that ‘hex’ came true as we
ran out of puff in the second
half after George Duck had
headed a beautiful equaliser .

But then, as the lamentable
Phil Sugden describes in his
Harry O match report (right)
we simply collapsed in the face
of Chesham’s youthful second-
half exuberance.This same
Wealdstone team had walloped
the much-lauded Barnet 4-1 in
the London Challenge Cup only
a week earlier but now those
same fans were singing ‘what a
load of rubbish’!

Even after five decades
nothing really changes....

Toc many mistakes, ;onck | iy

"Stones again get FA.
Cup K.0. from amateurs

By Phil Sugden
Wealdstone 2, Chesham United 4

IT WAS, a Wealdstone supporter told me last Saturday morni

n rni
tr:;\;.;] to Che(;sl{am‘, a little unkind of me to bring up the |.’|’nhalm:1\-'”3:::!%:!]::e ﬂg";ﬂ:erg:l:
w in our Sat y line-up col It could not, he strongly asserted, happen again,
. Well, T take little satisfaction from recording that it could — and did, at Lower Mead
.tadu.!m on 'I:uesday evening when by half-time all those appalling‘ memories of a
scoreline reading Wealdstone 0, Borehamwood 2, on the night of October 12, 1971

came flooding back. For the third season running Wealdstone crashed out of the F.A.

Cup to an amateur side and i

Let it be said right aw

Chesham were ahead
| by a dubious goal after
. only four minutes and
| how a referee 10 yards

from the scene can give a
doubtful score on the

= word of a linesman 60 or

so vards away, is some-

thing that only Mr. J. W.
odfrey, who was in the

middle, can tell us.

Thereafter Wealdstone, at-
tacking with frenzied, passion-
ate desire to put matters right,
had half a dozen efforts cleared
from the line in the first half

| and three more in the second,

But a reminder to those wha
were hemoaning  these  facts
long after the game, Defenders

are paid (or not paid. according
certain stipulations) to keep
| their goal intact wherever pos-
| sibde.
+ Itis one of the mysteries of
| saccer that if a home defender
clears from the line hie is a hero.
if & visitor performs the same
honest job of work he is a vil-
lain.

Another simple fact is that
oals count, near misses domt.
tatistics show that in this

gamé Chesham got the ball in
the net five times (one was dis-
allowed) and Wealdstone twice.

Something  else  perhaps

emerged from a depressing

night with rain falling steadily
| for most of the match. When

‘Stones started the second half

2-1 down, most of the approxi-

mately 1,000 crowd expectad
| them 1o take over, show profes-
| sionalism and teach their visi-

tors what football is all about.

t

HEADS DOWN

| This they were never able to i

| do. Too many heads had Zone
' down apd

n the end they w
t ay that nothing
everything, flowed Chesham's way — and

their efficiency in defence and
one or two of their back-men
were lucky to escape harsher
decisions than were meted out
by Mr. Godirey.

Wealdstone™ tale of woe
started in the fourth minute
when McKenzie made a hash
chalybr‘s free-kick which ran
up his arm and onto his shoul-
der before he scrambled the ball
away.

Chesham appealed frantical-
ly for a goal. Mr. Godrey con-
sulted a far distant linesman
and allowed the score. Was ita
goal? Fram where I sat it was
impossible to say.

SURVIVED

For the next 25 minutes the
ball was never out of Che-
sham’s half and seldom out of
their penalty area. Time and
apain Wealdstone secemed cer-
tain to score, mainly throogh
Duck. but somehow poalkesper
Cole and his men survived.

Ultimately Chesham gave
away one free-kick too maru‘.
Dyson bent his cross beautiful-
ly and this time Duck’s head
tave Cole no chance.

Chesham  survived anather
five minute storm but then,
quite suddenly, the fire went out
of Wealdstonie's work and they
gave away a goal,

Burgzess should have cleared
@ through ball. McCormick
could have, Both hesitated and |
Beaven nipped into shoot low
and accurately. i

said

ere well beaten.
went right for Wealdstone. Everything, but
their officials were the first to admit tl?g}acl.

with Beaven and Taylor burst-
ing through, The ‘keeper hauled
down Taylor and Peck stepped
up to slam home the penalty,

MISSED

Two minutes later Watson
completely missed his tackle,
leaving Beaven to run into an
acre of space and cross for
Taylor o head in.

Watson was withdrawn and
Fairclough went on and mj-
nutes later *Stones were virtyal-
Iy down to ten men when Ful-
ton took a nasty knock in a
tackle,

Finally the home side pulled
another back when after Brown
had been fouled for the ump-
teenth rime Dyson first timed
Kinnear's free-kick into the net.

Hopes were raised maomen-
tarily. but the fire had gone and
ance more there was no way
bx;k rrhor Wealdstone, 5

erhaps the unhappiest part
of the night was to hear ti?ose
who had cheered so wildly
when Barnet were thrashed last
week, jeering and hurling that
100 often heard taunt — “what
a load of rubbish” — although
it was just that at times.

‘ealdstone: McKenzie:

Above: Phil Sugden pens a
typical match report from his
time at the Harrow Observer.
He liked to invent a character
with a strong opinion to then
prove him wrong. I often now
use that device myself!




This season we are reliving the
extraordinary campaign of fifty years
ago... which ended with the Stones’ very
first promotion in its long history and our
first league title in 22 years.

Saturday September 29 1973, Southern League
Div One South: Wealdstone 2 Salisbury |

THE FANS were getting a bit restless. Admittedly,
this was only the club’s third season after quitting
the amateur Isthmian League for the semi-profes-
sional Southern League, but
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REWIND SPECIAL >>>>> by tim parks

It happened 50 years ago

part nine: a slow start.. and the natives were growing restless

the only place to be was the SUs top tier and Stones
fans were looking enviously at the strides taken by our
former amateur rivals.

Barnet had quit the Athenian League in the mid-
60s; Wimbledon the Isthmians at around the same
time; and Maidstone United jumped ship with us Real
Stones in April 1971. But Maidstone had won the Divi-
sion One South the previous season. Ve had a better
set-up than them. We had a better manager and argu-
ably a better squad. So why were we struggling?

The season had started with six straight wins until

Lond, ' ‘
endullange Cup, It Rd. 24th Sept., 1973
=
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the match at Enfield

Left, and above: The Spurs programme for the
visit of the Stones in September 1973. Quite an
occasion for the visiting fans in the 2,000 crowd,
and especially for former Tottenham double win-
ner from 1961, winger Terry Dyson, who had a

¢ | great reception from the home crowd
an

the ‘blip’ 0-3 defeat at hopeless Canterbury, which
we chronicled in a previous programme. Then an-
have  other ‘blip’ against Chesham, which saw us knocked
out of the FA Cup in a replay (reported upon in the
Altrincham programme). Then a third ‘blip’, per-
haps more excusable which saw us KOd from the
London Challenge Cup at the hands of Tottenham.
At White Hart Lane no less!

The programe (left) shows just how strong
Spurs were, fielding experienced first-teamers
Barry Daines, Joe Kinnear, Keith Osgood, Terry
Naylor, Jimmy Neighbour, Chris McGrath, Mike

Continued on opposite page >>>
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WEALDSTONE v SALISBURY

DEFICIAL PROGRAMME So.

Top picture: Billy Byrne
rises to head Stones into
the lead against Salisbury
despite the challenge of
centre-back Eyden and
keeper Morris. Above:
Star man Terry Dyson
skips past defender
Syrett. Left: The match
programme with its
bizarre artwork

Dillon and Chris Jones.
Inexplicably, our manager

Sid Prosser opted for the
calamitous Chic Brodie in goal
and he was the difference between the
two sides as Tottenham eased home 4-0.

So when Salisbury rolled into town on
September 29 we were not in a good
place. Our ace striker George Duck had
broken a bone in his hand in the Spurs
game (his former club, as a youngster)
and we looked decidedly lightweight up
front. Fortunately though...

a) We had Bill Byrne proving a point in
the No.9 shirt;
b) We had Terry Dyson in imperious
form; and
c) Salisbury weren’t very good.
We even had the luxury of
# a missed penalty with full-back
| Eddie Presland taking over
duties in the absence of Duck
, and allowing keeper Morris to
palm his fierce but rising shot
{ onto the crossbar and over.
But Eddie atoned with a crisp
cross that Byrne headed in
for 1-0 (pictured above) and
although Taylor levelled for
the Wiltshire visitors in a
| rare attack, Byrne landed an-
other header to seal the
points in front of an 800
crowd.

It wasn’t pretty but it was
- much-needed after three
. defeats and a draw in the
previous four games... and
- happily George Duck was
back for the next game (ina
light cast) at Dorchester
Town for the start of an
unbeaten run of 10 games.

Salisbury ended the season in |7th
place out of 20 clubs and they were the
ideal opposition to halt the losing run.
And looking back, they were also the
ideal opposition to have started the sea-
son against, having also won 2-| at Salis-
bury on the opening day!

So what was the standard of the SL
Div One South like, compared to 2023-
242 Very patchy, but with the contribu-
tion of genuine top-flight stars like Dyson
and John McCormick, often hugely
entertaining. More next time!




Dlll?k's two put 'Stoneg
- Into second place

By Phil Sugden

Wealdstone 3, Bath City 0

COUNT YOUR bilessi
ngs while you may! Wealdstone’s pporte robably doing
trlelm at lh:_ momﬂelnt for although they are out of the FA (;:p and ::il: gang:f of being
ol’w rom the Smnhem League Cup in the replay with Wimbledon, their chances
promotion from Division One (South) look better with every league match.
Before Saturday’s home game with bol

REWIND SPECIAL >>>>> by tim parks

It happened =
50 years ago

part ten: stones are on aroll
after our first-ever win over

Bath.. a real collectors’ item

This season we are reliving
the extraordinary campaign
of fifty years ago... which
ended with the Stones’ very
first promotion in its long
history and our first league
title in 22 years.

Saturday October 20, Southern
League Division One South:
Wealdstone 3 Bath City 0

our 35 meetings with
Bath between this fea-
tured 3-0 win at Lower
Mead 50 years ago,and
the late, great -0 win
at Twerton Park in De-
cember 2014 that ended literally
deep oceans of desperate failure.
And even more markedly, the
1973 game at Lower Mead is the

Above: The much-teased Bath
stoops to pick up this low cross
Bill Byrne and George Duck (far

City jailbird Kenny Allen
with Stones’ deadly duo of
right) ready to pounce

-

argued that the West Country side woul
should stroll to a couple of points.

In fact, although Wealdstone won well and
Out_ﬁt than their position suggests. The
their ranks, and I shall be surprised if t

With  table leaders
Waterlooville held to a
draw at home and Bas-
ingstoke and Trowbridge
otherwise engaged,
“‘Stones climbed to second
place, one point behind
the leaders and they must
now be considered fair

Kinnear had another good
game, picking up most things
loose at the back. although [
would still like to see him in a
more decisive role in midfield,
and Fulton tackled tenaciously.

Fairclough showed flashes of
his best but has vet 1o recover
“his commanding form while
Godfrey, like the curate’s cgg.
can be very good and some

ttom of the table Bath City, it could have been
Id offer little opposition and that Wealdstone

might have had more, Bath were a better
y have several good ex-Football League men in
hey do not quickly climb the table.

for his 24th goal of the season

— an incredible record

Fulton, who loves to join the
attack, moved in with a soaring
header just after the break
which Bath ‘keeper Allen did
well 10 save, and after Bath
subbed Norman for Rogers,
Ryan cleared off the line from
Duck.

With praciically everyone

i i i hought. B he 73-74 help responding angrily and he bets for promotion pro- imes indifTeren king to give Duck his third
ASK our younger supporters second biggest win for us over City, \ thought. But as the 3-74 season p resp: f.g grily viding :heg e iiain i ""’rf’j?‘i';r.&rm,f( hers Weaig,  LEckine 0 give Duck his tira
what the name ‘Bath City’ evokes only trailing behind that stonking kicked off Bath were floundering... was ready to fight anyone and e e "Mlaiir for scor- stone have the measure of most ~ George who laid on the third
) Y & 7-0 massacre four years ago. and were actually BOTTOM of everyone by the time the third { ! b sides. Duck and Byrne had the ~ with a so neat cross which
and they’ll undoubtedly say ‘the A 3 : is Octob ' hi ing and discipline at the Buth defence compietely bam.  Byroe gratefully find deservedly
7-0 National League South win at Even 50 years ago, though, we the table by the time thclls Cgoher goal tlew past him. | back. ; F el hoozled with some hrililila{::,. UL luc}\(rd s s
i B | ¢ n six of el N icate is, althou, F; i / e -
the Vale in 2020’ ... that famous somehow knew that Bath were 2OTeaiE il aro'un i the As it turned out V:le s-hC’UId gaﬁ:}ﬁ:}":d.wg;nwlkcd in 15 :iey l:t:::ﬁdl;c rlrl":pETbl w0 ndl;ﬁil mam‘cm\:hich ig.isé;n#f\pcp; l:;t
game between the table-topping going to be our nemesis for the Stones at the opposite end of the have savoured Bath’s discomfort. | Goals and ai-gmcdcttid 10 5_'"1]-; that a lot of Lheh success was pru.’notlorl‘bi;]c_ now more than
: : i H in hi | , th agic be- sme hard running @ st & possibility,
Stones and second-placed City. next 40 years. | think the feelmfgs of sPIeCtrum 't;‘ Sec?”d P'acfet» Even F:h(II'SLJ;g)den, l|(n hlesd n:;gih | Joy o b(g:gmt 0 magic be lf:l.:’ # T\:Irplncri ngru Ir)ng“\mn Just 8 posstbiity Mekenic
inferiority stemmed from our first- remember a joyous afternoon report (right) reckon wyTae now mows e Bme Mendersen. T - o
cth:eg:?\?vit:iagutrtll:a:a;l\(/vg: ever trip to Twerton Park in August when we realy did look the part: Bath would soon start climbing :{'ﬂ Nign “business a8 use Bath, apan from some hard r Godirey, Fair-
ndeniably. absolutely blood 1972, when the big old stadium George Duck scored twice, John the table, and climb it they did. Aler " fine game  (hing by Ryaa ﬁ%:' oy Wﬁmi"""
fuabulous g,ut — theyahem );nore buzzed with a 3,091 crowd and we Henderson ran them ragged and With former Crystal Palace boss hlﬂ'%-h'ﬂ.-- by Jones had listle to offer,
X : ; finished well beaten, 3-1,in our first Y Wwe had a lot of fun making fun of Bert Head taking over within il showing vgns that bis iede-  “TpEATPUOR . Hope the type’s
mature among our fanbase and bl g A eairaadig wih Former Southampton flying
R G X league game after switching across their beanpole "keeper Kenny weeks, City barely lost a game 26 SUMORT Itk Seaton m John Sydenham shways not too small to
they will readily admit to decades % All until the end of the season and : - 8 danger man. He had follow.. this is
of disaster against the West from the Division One North. S ) ; —— two poing ful oM out of foorball for over a &
Cannin L g And then Bath came visiting in When word got round that the finished as runners-up (albeit | | wel supportod by the ive ct wntil & few woeks ago, but the Harrow
y's non-League giants. g k ’ y ! r. ‘can il turn o8 the pace he
lie had f points behind champions Weald- John Menderson and ever- i South Observer match
i March that year and won 2-| at teenage goalie had spent a few ! -~ w0 show whes
Two wins, ten draws and 23 ; stone) by the following May. Broen Tery Dywon. the goslt  anpton used him as the ol 0 report for the
defeats! That was our return in Lower Mead.The first of many we months behind bars for some Y g ay W cow. the tricky Terry Payne.
‘ . now-long-forgotten misdemean- This autumn weekend estab- *“ Reeded. ""::: a b Three times he showed his  Stonesv Bath
‘ LBST ! our the Elmslie End fans lished Sid Prosser’s team’s cre- u..' g-_"" -ﬁ-‘: m; h::;l:- game 50 years
| EA . were merciless! dentials after the spell of three mmm“_': he would wish — with quick ago... Forget s
| c- By Lots of asking about successive defeats that we cov- their peak, which lhal-n yet hﬂm hlin‘"- :'. ""m ::': ocial tpedla or
* 103 1, whether he'd sewn the ered in Part Nine of this series. :""' # should be al syMems  picaculous diving wwe by  anything ;
%0 i & By ] N With Watson owt of action  cikentie prevented bim from o pjine. .. this
: Q E g s nets himself, and why he An easy 4-0 win over Hatfield - sison Out scoring. :
‘3 gl ) didn’t have any arrows on Town in the FATrophy, a 2-1 Scoes browght [n Burgess 18 g o imone's o pestown’ N good as
his keeper’s shirt,and success at Dorchester in the the back four and with McCor wn made the Bymne it got five
'd eni y J mick locking safer than n  ficked on and Duek bt inwith  decades ago
whether he'd enjoyed league and a hard-fought -1 recent games. there were ot the Cortainty we of e
porridge as his pre-match draw with Wimbledon in the ::w o- i’lﬂu and we lapped
meal.... poor Allen couldn’t Southern League Cup - followed TENACIOUS tie Weve an :mm up every
by the beating of Bath - took the Roy McKensic looked con-  Pass and then Duck was inches paragraph and
: = team’s confidence to new fidens in goal and has now e sher moreclever work by  every poor-
Left: The match pro found an sndersianding wih  Henderson. lit tch
gramme covers for the heights and we wouldn’t lose his back line. He moves quickly quality matc
i i off his line and is a very sure DUCK AGAIN photograph of
two games between again for six games. catcher of the ball. lndced. our beloved
our clubs that season More next time! twice on Satuniay he made dif- .H”H “-ﬁ-h: club!
fcuk saves look un:-q e el {
e O roving (A b ras cqual 1o Ma final shot. bux
sayed o home and been 5 mimute from the bresk it was
besten Dusck hicting low into the net



Magnificent top of table clash

REWIND SPECIAL >>>> by tim parks
It happened ..
50 years ago—

part 11: stones show their *;

title credentials... to the
relief of this teenage fan!

. WEALDSTONE mo

numerical e

hind Poole.

If we lost dismally, they'd
probably never come again!

So imagine my joy when the
full-time whistle blew at Lower
Mead that late autumnal Satur-
day 50 years ago: Stones had
turned in the best performance
of the season and a lot of the
football we played was reminis-
cent of the way England play-
maker Francis and Terry Ven-
ables controlled the middle of
the park for QPR. Our main
men were Jim Godfrey and Paul
Fairclough, who | recall spraying
the ball wide to our wingers
Terry Dyson and John Hender-
son. Fairclough, who went on to
have a decent career in manage-

Continued overpage

four-match Southern League Cup
series against the powerful Pre-
mier Division Wimbledon side, il-
lustrated by never-before-seen
cuttings from the South London
local paper’s perspective.

But first: Poole Town. This
game sticks out in my memory as |
was a Wealdstone and QPR fan
back in the early 1970s, probably
seeing a dozen games at Loftus
Road in this 73-74 season, though
only when the Stones were away. It
was a great time to watch the Rs
with Stan Bowles, Gerry Francis
and Dave Thomas in dazzling form
in Rangers'’ first season back in the
top division.

After a slow start they were
blowing away the Arsenals, Spurs,
Manchester Uniteds and Chelseas
of this world and the packed
School End terrace was the

title in 22 years.

Saturday November 3, South-

ern League Division One South:

Wealdstone 2 Poole Town 0
WE are going to cheat a little with
the dates this time as we had a
week off last Saturday thanks to
the Stones’ early removal from
the FA Cup... and this epic win
over title rivals Poole Town, a half
century ago, was a game not to
miss!

In fact we're going to cheat
quite alotas Part Eleven covers

I had the best of both worlds!

Even so, | was desperate to
show my QPR-supporting pals
that Wealdstone weren’t so far off
in ability. Only my mate Derek
was a Stones regular and | can still
remember the anticipation in the
lunch queue that Friday afternoon
when my friends all decided that
they were going to come to the
Stones game the following day as
Rangers were playing at Derby
County.

Then the nerves set in. What if
we were rubbish? Poole Town
were relegated from the SL Prem
the previous season and were
obviously looking to bounce
straight back - Poole were second
in the table while we were fourth,
two points off the top but with
two games in hand on leaders

performance, Everyone in
Wealdstone’s side played
for everyone else. In de-
fence the covering was
probably the best | have
seen them produce this
season. They were much
more positive in the mid-
dle of the park and al
Ways. thrustful, hopefu!
and on the mark up front.

Fu ¥, 8 magnificent
falm.'. watched by the biggest
Excess ol 1300 o oo
the best football with ';:nml“:a:
foul werilyy of vne name ani

old friend Mr. A, 5. Heselgray
of Maidstone, who as l.uug! di:.
played a fine semse of humaour
coupled with a lot of good com
MOoNsense

Really, pnd truly, the result
was rough justice for Weaid-
stone, for well as Poole's much
vaunted side played — and it is
® team which since lnst cam
paign has been considerably

e

4974

place to be with halfa dozen Y VVaterlooville, and one point be- ..and then 7 B formar loague piay:
N . — 4 MeH

of my school mates from 7 & denies the e ’t:f:;f}m: looked by far the
St Nick’s in Northwood i I Wealdstane tad scored
five; no-one could have com-

flying Bill Byrne

plained, as Poole officinls agre-
ed after the game. *Stones lf::t
in rampant mood and if they
an retain this form, particular-
I over the Christmas period —

© are six hard games in De-
cember | sincerely believe

up.

(now Haydon High).

| lived in Pinner but
went to school ‘over the
border’ in Hillingdon... if

)
I'd gone to Harrow ill 50 .
oW, in recen;
county School no doubt i Tt wochs,
it would have been instilled u new sense of urgency

and much more confi

e,

| Wealdstone all the way. So | P e A val sbous spmaraty e

: dstin- : b ?a!l about apparently without

o Left: The match pro- Jim Godfrey (right) takes the e%g::u;kr:: X 't';:h::r'mm.

EW B i i !
Rt gramme covers for congratulations of Eddie Wi Shart o s
WEMSSTONE ' a5 the games that took B presland and Byrne after B o e

this gambit because ever i
witching and wiiting A)rmf!::
N 1] n

place 50 years ago heading the opening goal

This season we are reliving two ol (South) table with a splendid and ot o

the extraordinary campaign Y notable : = promotion challengers Poole Town,

of fifty years ago... which games in N * -.ﬁ: + 1 TG 'h'ﬁs.‘f con:_c. "

e'nded with t_he S'to.nes’ very theyl973 74 Poole Town keeper Bill Dunbar keeps out week L: :;phf |:21Lu’a}':1513§ via::fl:'e?;;:uzn ':1"3

f'.r st promotion in its . odisey this header from George Duck (right)... #% from 12 games. Wealdstone are se >

history and our first league plus the Ba::ﬂki;llUkc are joint third with 14 points from
[

! N vidence suggests that ‘Sto
certainly their football and the manner in w
suggests that they really can win promotion.

15 Was a true team

some splendid refereeing by our |

cond with 15 from
11 games.

Much confidence, T Believe,
has come with the return of
Ray Fulton after injury. This so
quick, young lull-back turny de-
fence into attack in a Mick of
the cyebrow. He is not afraid to
take on one or two men, heat
them and push telling passes 1o
Duck, Byrne or Henderson,

John MeCormick has settled
and had developed a good un- |
derstanding with Kinnear, who
to-my mind does a tremendous
Job s a sweeper.

Godfrey is beginning o Fulfil
all his promise st midfield, Fair-
clough is coming back into his
own and Dyson remuins irre-
pressible.

JOY TO WATCH
Bill Byrne, in and out of late,

looked much more like his old
selfl on Saturday. He worked

I hard, linked up well with Duck

and Henderson and some of his
astute flicks were a joy to
watch,

Poole owed much 1o Bill
Dunbar, widely travelled in the
Southern League but still ag ex-
cellent  goalkeeper. One  lost
count of the number of brilliant
saves he made, coupled 5o often

| by swift and clever advances

from his line. He was under fire
for 73 per cent of the game but
never lost his head,

He was under seige from the
opening  rminutes when Byrne
turned on 8 piece of sheer mag
i¢ onthe left 1o leave three de-
fenders standing and send a
seanng cross-shot inches over.

Poole centre-back Rawlins
three times was forced 1o
Byme by unorthodox methods |
and from the third free-kick |
Dunbar had the crowd roaring
with & superb save from a Duck |
thunderboll shot.

Poole were nat without their
moments and their ever dange-
fous stikers, Ivan Hollet and
Trevar Allen, left gencrally to
plough through on their dwn, |
twice combined for Hollett 1o |

T S

', Stones go second, no
e It's push for promotion

By Phil Sugden \
Wealdstone 2, Poole Town 0

ved into second place in- the Southern League Division One
mes hnllmn_tly contrived victory over fellow
and by so doing gave promise of tremendous
guing position. Waterlooville, beaten in the

rawley 4-0 and remain

nes are at last in with a real cHnce anc
hich they disposed of the Dorset club

T top with 17 points
10 fixtures, and Poole and

test the reliable McKenzie with
shots. i

Duck ran beautifully 10 g
Byrne cross to power the ball
over the bar and then Dyson hit
4 majestic shot inches wide af-
g ; qmgk ?lnc-l:wo between

uck and the hard- i
Henderson. e

McCormick made one of hig

now expected runs to slam a
Dyson comer into the agile
Dunbar's clutching fingers and
in & flurry of pre-half-time at-
tacks both Byrne and Duck had
shots cleared from the line.
m:r gnn.u;:éarﬁm half was a
0or reward for a Wealdston
side which had played MM .
superb football,

SPECIAL
Wealdstone  resumed g
break-neck pace with Grodfrey
sending a rocket fres-kick just
wide and Fairclough blasting
one of his ials 10 the far
post for Dun&r to perform an-
other miracle,

shot wide with ] !
ot with only MeKenzie
Back came "Stones and a
swegl mgvemem between Dy.
son and  Fairclough  set-
Duck, who shot jow a‘nd FI)\»\':‘IE
Tully passed the far L.
Midway Lhmusgmth.e half

headed in bug sCore

was disallowed for pua'i‘lhien: but

eventually Wealdstone's second

came when one of those pin-

pofne Py e free Kicks was

£ by Henderson
141N




REWIND SPECIAL CONTINUED

ement (notably with Stevenage and cur- . Tues 13/11/73: SLC 2R 824 G AM E TH REE
rently as the England non-League team .“then four games agalnst Wealdstone () 3 Duck, B‘;:::Z,;Eil:::ady .

boss) blew hot and cold but he was on Wimbledon {) 3 o the Dons produced the result they least wanted — another draw.

(] 3 "
fire this afternoon as | looked on, re- w bl d th s th Already facing a fixture pile up, Selwyn Rice, playing his first competitive
imbledon in the Southern readyaciog s Ture e e Do oSy s ot

i |
eved! game of the season, and the ever-reliable McCready to praduce the goals that foo

Me and My mates went our separate Cup"weren’t we SiCk Of themZ! extra time. Having already played five and a half hours of football the two sides would now have to

ways at full time, them along the Met

Line to Northwood and Eastcote and Thanks to Wimbledon historian : November 28 1973. The C
r ) ] . e A
me up the I?aker]oo line to Hatch End stephen Crabtree we can prize’ for the victors was a trip \ | WEALDSTONES bos fuses 28/11/T3: SLE 3R 3T G AME FOU R
and it wasn’t until Monday that | re- illustrate the Stones’ four-match : to Grantham on a Wednesday | WIMBLEDONIZ " #* Wimbiledan {2) 3 Eroshy 8, Stackley 25, Coake &7
ceived their verdict. series against the Dons in the SL : afternoon in December, kick-off (Southéers Leggde Cupy Wealditars (0 & cug masathan was finglly settied in Wimbledor's
“Not bad for a team a few divisions Cup second round, which 2.30pm... to be honest we i SIENSNG She way Alter seven foairs f Tﬁ?::;':;"ﬁ‘:':;: :;Zi:’:w:;mny el tiee &5 goals fram Croshy and
below Rangers” they reckoned. stretched from October 16 to : weren't too bothered! 5 e are destined for B A ot and with Langiord ghing 2 towering performance at the tiack the
: suinness Book of R Stackley part the Dons i1 2 praksed the retuming Sebwyn Rice and

eatened. Afterasrds the manager

“Actually, the first goal was a really dfueld alatform that led to the victory,
iding the m platior :

good header” Tues 16/10/73: 5LC 814
“I didn’t think the crowd would be x:;:‘:"’g’:;’“:" GAM E ON E
. o R lon roshy 43
that big, | thought it would be more like | it . victi MeCready jinin

home goal was ranely the
tdalcalm Sroshy for pra

“He died rist impress e enough (o affer hirm a comtracl,
for someone dse,” Qne man wha was ureler
v woubd rake b trefmenious

Pearrahibie Bobly Mess returned to Barvvat !
Grabasn cormmented, “We will have 2 start lnoking

e -n’.lnult?.'

. o : B Loughlan, Rice and Marchant he inj i 2 e
watching Ruislip Manor” said another. luek to parn : i3 A ntan the injury list, the Dons rode thei al e Tdasg derati : e g o s
e g i p anor o B b;rma Sn;lhern Lcaf}w Cup replay at Lawer Mead, First Division Wealdstane, ccnque:urs‘zp Dons§ down auolc %l = m“:de'“mmn b im:mgm ‘:Efme e — o
ou coming to the League Cup game 7&e chear goals in the previgus round, dominated the last half hour after ;he sides had : e, LiAT e v e T
. Rice, pl

excnanged goals straight after the break, g his fep of seweral thousand of pourds.

7 n
game ol the

tomorrow night Tim?” asked Derek.

Sheffield Wednesday will be a tough Four times in the i one back and | ers’ el secretany Ken
Surain second half shats were Kicked off the lina or br eronde Tom Ao i ndent of the Norfolk Constabulary wrate 18 SupPoT irg 1
one, and you're our |UCk)’ omen”. ;-letnrs held on after on loan Aldsrshat man Malcolm Cm;i:;::lﬂzrjtlx:;?d e Dl;HEkGLl‘{ 2 the hez\?‘pcla e e Ri;:;e:n:w:h‘x‘-m At Kmg's Ly, TR wnuld be remise of e ot o ﬂzﬁﬂ:;g;f"'ﬁr:'l:‘::’m
p eve Langford and fan Cooke macde eaall ; o *qualised George Duck's cpener, TP ~pala ' ¢ ' e gl and Ehe players and GiTicals, w
Rangers hadn’t lost any of the four R Al s goalline clearances and the goatkeeper pushed one header e the artitude and befedaur of supponess irom ¥ .

e ball of Duek’s toe when he locked certain to score, painion were above reproach.”

games I'd seen that season, so | agreed
Guy, Stockiey, Langford, cCreody, Lowghian, Erastay,

to go.... and. QPR won 8-2 with a display ::ID“F'“E‘ our injury prablems we battlad well and just about deserved the draw,”

of devastating football! i "°‘;e it will be a differant story when we get them back to Plough Lane."
g e s

My pals were on top of the world oWt Stackley, Langford, Cooke, Crasty, 8rown, Bloss, Lucas, Smith, tarkin, Gadston

i, Rice, Luons, Cooke, 5\"“"‘“/

Graham reckoned.

after four successive wins in the First i ’ [\ % 5 4 3
.. . i 1 F - 5 Ly imgat Ti I F: i
Dvision topped by the mauling of (S ctldstone 1 Wi 5 3 I]‘IEE’*- O poinutes Wimbledon and Wealdstone are
(Southern League Cup, seebfﬁ".’ﬂmﬂ) sl gt k. The Dons failed to bring the wesk fo

Wednesday... but as the weeks went IT was like a drunk staggering on the e : i iriumphant close because a skilful Wealds L‘i.aene L;{ci:
by, leading up to Christmas, Rangers’ waJer]d.lf an the rocks aped yet oo Jnin‘df'.-ss ufa? 1-,_: lé;gr.t Dh:_zf;s"f‘ ﬂr‘ ash/n Egi%blfgntéo bow to the strength of their serior

form dipped and they were begging me Wimbledon wore so besotted : Sl iy v dissppointing Tussds 28l 1 :
7 > Wil injuries that i Weshitren i 7 TTOF Tk from fhe Teft, Thors i evening ceam ot Cplonaesdsy | Hall time wame and went with

to go and watch their team again. fmd Dt foe gais pust hon it foieh GOWR and Duck any mare teks ST L | st B8 A Bone ene the Dons forwards in hibern-
| refused to miss a Stones match but they daserpay ' Boert loss than n the Dins thé stroke en o whip Wealdstone off the ¥ :::-t;a?;-,aﬁ ,ﬁz} ;‘f.:l,:}!:&

- Lo add 4o their o j
December 22 saw us travelling to far- Bygaupéiq;;‘¢,y tsMkf‘ Bhe” fjéi’{?
: : : st down with Fhlesdy. po
off Minehead with the Rs facing high Tougian out i ey o1 T

. ] . ey,
flying Newcastle. “I'll go if you all B gsojgould hiwe prow
come to the Wealdstone games on Wi R, £otst pas Bl Be from Ty i
SUTv, Andy Marchant's beoken e Rk » knocloed dan

Boxing Day and December 29” | told Lex loo

AuspeEnaliog, ves  Jon
them, and the lads agreed. b et i o s Sk
Rangers duly beat Newcastle 3-2 ime Bul wenl, one dawn ¢
emer

aoun a8 = leams
and they kept their end of the bargain = *® the braak. Fution knocked Fairalong
to boost the Lower Mead crowds to T Tee—
the 1,000 mark over Christmas 1973. Tues 06/14/73: SLCR 887
And they bloody enjoyed it! More on Wimbledon (1) 2 Larkin 10, Lucas 83

those games to come.... Wealdstane (1) 2 McCormick 31, Henderson 87

d former Palace man

ambitious Wealdstone were again a
e TRy scored with a powerful shot from the edge of the box afterhe had b

on November 10 for g long-for- from the half way line — put the hosts ahead in the dying stages only
gotten FA Trophy Second Quali- three minutes to go allowing Hendersan to equalise.

fy’ng Southern Le I dor't think we have too much on out plates at the
ked about a possible fxture pile up in the month

The Southern League Div One North | *Obviously it means some pro?}lems but
chairman Beaven said when as

whipping boys were no match .for the E\‘;E:e:suld like to give the boys a rest, but we can't. That is the price of success.”

on-song Stones and Dyson, Fairclough e i
. ; Joiesie i

and an own goal settled a straightfor- \With teenager Dave Lucas joining the club, Selwyn Rice backin lra:’nmfs Ta ‘:w ch:-:e o i

ward win in front of a 987 crowd. 1o be close to fitness, the manager was soon 1o have a larger squad of playel

busy weeks ahead.

Guy, Stockley, Langford, McCready, Brown, Bloss, Lucas, Smith, Cooke, Larkin, Moss

no%
25~

; ! il John MeCormick in their side,
Next up, on this weekend 50 With Spurs ‘double’ winner Terry Dy:’;:g:-‘nin il ol 8
eaten three men naving run
for Guy to spill the ball with

5 ahead.

e Stritde
g ATy
el

¥ the hig b
fron e, Henderaan
Puck, With ex.Spuars ¢ g
#yar Terey Dyson still nocking

balt d with etockwort.

a2ve were plenty of
pate for the Wogidstome
B -tlr'rtiJs to exploil
et they n < to sorape
tugethe- two ely lieky

valise arpe
imbledon efurts, ol
Une_.‘c aguin Toimy NMoCready
o Sieve Langford plaved well
3 the occas

=

a5 commpd.
could ses,
'lmulgdrm staried the gaue
at o gallop, full of eonfidenes
after their win  Maidstons
and guges to get Lhe mame oul
o7 the waxr,

It fook them ouly 10 ules
to Bo inte khe lead. DA
Soith beat his man on the cdee
of the hox zped fo the line
t‘;hure b chipped a fineg eross

1] & show running
s suecessfully somathing just
nzd in 2o yerong d it did. A
magnifisent mi 1 the Tons
area, with —every Wimbledon
defemder lonking as each wther,
eagbled old JJohn MeUormick
W slide in Tyson'as eormer in
the 1% minute.

ext shock, He gal up well
to 0 FO'5 encter and iz Rewde
g‘:_"tmumpeg} Aageingt the bar and

Bui seven minubes Iofl Dav

il sve
Luen: sooced w wondarful moa]
—unlikely o he fepealed t
Ployvgh-lane thic seasan, Plaving

5

e Ball out of defenee to Cliose
I}Ifu T.a%mwy? ia_ rctur.? ball u;l'
rogp :{n;:l_). iy line and set aut
Pushing the hall ppst 13

Wealdrinng defond e
o ahbe

he ernis
and blwsled in f

From e of the box [hat
sailed deliricisly into the topn,
Egrasr ol the !pet__ Whall 2 way
to serre R oA
e L:liwr sl goul feo your

Tt locked 81 ouer ke .
iheue minutes to gnu;ifegl':js\avi;g
smatched  another  jortansis
epualises, Dyson’s centre was
anocked back in him an the
rig? He croseed zaain ﬂrat[
Guy cuuidn’i sm.{d the hall
e ground and L £ i
&0 bire ball into Lﬁe n:]t]fk bt
And 80 to 39 minutes of extey
nd some splendid ambi-

rbledon: Gy,
MeCread

Luesa,  Emib
n, Moxs. Snb: o

2 ;
STEVE HOWARD r

The four-game epic
c€ame to an end at
Wimbledon on the
afternoon of
Wednesday, Nov 28
-..because of the
fuel crisis caused by
striking miners,
floodlights were
banned from earlier

in the month

making the organ-
isation of games
almost impossible!




REWIND SPECIAL >>>> by tim parks

It happened
50 years ago

Part 12: This was a weekend
to remember as Uri Geller
and Andover cast a twin spell

This season we are reliving
the extraordinary campaign
of fifty years ago... which
ended with the Stones’ very
first promotion in the club’s
long history and our first
league title in 22 years.

Saturday November 24,
Southern League Div | South:
Wealdstone | Andover 5
A COUPLE of weeks ago a
Chelsea side struggling for
results went to Premier League
table-toppers Tottenham and
won 4-1. Now I'm not saying that
wasn’t a shock result, but Stones
| Andover 5 half a century ago
was far, far, more mind-boggling.
Andover were second-from-
bottom of the table (and would
finish there) while the Stones
were everyone’s favourites for
the title and, indeed, finished the

season || points clear at the top.

WIHHENE
i
pdATEOn ZU!
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So how on earth could
they lose 5-1 at home to
the very ordinary
Hampshire side?

Perhaps the mood was
set the previous evening.
Most people of my gen-
eration will remember
the Friday night
(November 23) when,
on the David Dimbleby talk show,
Uri Geller stunned the BBC audi-
ence by bending metal spoons and
combs and stopping and re-starting
watches... all by pyschokinesis. He
claimed it was the power of his
mind, and we all stared at the
screen eager to unveil the tricks of
this magician.

There weren't any!

It was a phenomenal TV pro-
gramme... enough to make us
Stones fans wonder if he'd inter-
fered with force fields around
Lower Mead to produce an equally
gob-smacking afternoon just 17
hours later.

The Israeli’s inexplicable trickery
was literally the talk of Britain for
weeks afterwards (although his
supposed powers were the subject
of ridicule in later years when, for
some reason linked to Exeter City,
he claimed that crystals positioned
behind each goal would energise
the Grecians and guarantee victory
in a crucial Div Four game against
Chester. Exeter lost 5-1).

But back to Andover. They ar-
rived at Lower Mead as lambs to
the slaughter, but on a heavy pitch
and with a gale-force wind and the
slope at their backs they shocked

the Stones with four first-half goals.

The return game at Andover five *
months later saw the title-bound
Stones win 3-0, and here Johnny
Henderson (far right) flicks the ball
past home keeper Smith for 2-0 &

THed Nl

Every attack at the Cinema End
seemed to lead to a goal (includ-
ing a bizarre headed o,g, from
George Duck who was far more
used to scoring at the other
end). Georgie did eventually pull
a goal back as we drew the sec-
ond half |-1... but it was just one
of those games when you shake
your head in disbelief and move
on.

| looked very hard for the usual
Harrow Observer match report
to flesh out my memories of the
match but the journalist and
print unions were talking indus-
trial action in support of the
striking miners. No Harry O
added to the despair.

It was a chaotic period in our
country’s history as Tory PM
Ted Heath battled to restore
order. Who recalls the 3-day
week imposed on all industry to
save power? The 10pm television
curfew to save electricity and
the frequent power cuts? The
ban on floodlit football? | re-
member doing my O-Level revi-
sion by candle light (very Dicken-
sian) and of course it was a night-
mare to dissemiate information
at Wealdstone’s level with pre-
cious little newspaper coverage

in these days before social
media.

A week after this unex-
pected Andover setback
we were due to take on
Boston at Lower Mead in
the FA Trophy... and when
that game was iced off by a

was pretty much just word of
mouth that passed on the
news it would be replayed
the following Wednesday
afternoon at 2.15pm. Not
the most convenient
kick-off time!

| remember bunking off a
Games afternoon at school
to join the tiny attandance of
218, which is to my knowledge
the smallest-ever first team crowd
in the club’s professional era.
Maybe of all time!

Stones won that tie 6-1 onan
eerily empty December afternoon,
although the few of us made a bit
of noise as Mr Duck rattled in four
goals (inc two penalties) to put
Boston (not Boston United, this
was the Midland League side) to
the sword. In fact it was a memo-
rable Trophy run that year, but
more of that story ina
forthcoming programme....

ot Although the

- Harrow Observer

. wasn’t available

. due to strikes,

: the Uxbridge

Gazette (right)

' had its own

quirky take on

events. Some dis-

. pute over the

. crowd though.

Below: The
Israeli illusionist
Uri Geller per-
forms his tricks
with spoons,
combs and
assorted bits of
metal.

Weald-

George  Duck,
stone’s top scorer these past
two campaigns, was watched
by scouts from both Arsenal
and Luton Town during the
League match against An-

dover. Although Duck has

declared he would like to

remain  with his present

club, the fee transfer men-

“fioned is around £25,000.

Duck was a forimer Millwall
apprentice who played five
senior games for Sogmwndl
United before arriving ath
Lower Mead.

| Left: Although scoring an

: —
m form
GEORGE DUCK stormed

. back to form with a

four Eoal hit arains
galnst G |
last Wednesday Boston

i afternoon
Eaf'h) when Wealdstone
h‘mashn(_l I a4  convineing
6—1  victory in the ard

qualifving round of {he F

(.‘hnllfm;.w Trophy, Llhjlxs
takes them to 3 Ist round
Pruper encounicr jp the
competition against  Wim-

bledon on Januarvy 12“&

away from home, k.6 2 p..

Dick Graham’s men  at

Flough Lane will be no easy

hurdle, although the teams

know " one another well
enough after their 4 match
marathon in the Southern

League Cup this term.

The wvisit to Lower Mead
by .Bcrswn F.C. from the

Midland League was post-

poned from the previous

Saturday when the pitch

was hard with frost. A

Wednesday afternoon start

at 2 o'clock did not encour-
age the club to anticipate

crowd marshalling would be

necessary. They expected a
crowd of around 200. The
319 who did make up the
attendance reduced Weald-
stone’s loss to around £150.
Talk about panic on the
Stock Exchange. What
about the losses of football
clubs unable to remain sol-
vent because of the ban on
evening matches and flood-
lighting?

Wealdstone held a 2—1
interval lead before moving
onto their biggest score
gince turning professional.
Duck hit his highest goal
tally ever and Bill Byrne
contributed the ofher 2
goals,

Two of the Duck goals
came from the penalty spot
after Boston handling
offences. It brought his
season’s aggregate to 30.

own goal balanced by
one at the other end,
George Duck was still an
object of desire. The man
himself denies that any
bid was made... remark-
ably for a striker who
scored 64 that season!



Lo Gibraltar was an ou i
: tstand
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Watson especially delighting the crowd with a repertoire of skills he would

galleries and 35 miles of tunnels carved in the Rock.

REWIND SPECIAL >>>> by tim parks e
It happened £
50 years ago &

Part 13: Trip to Gibraltar
bonds the Stones before
the hectic Xmas period

This season we are reliving the extraordinary
campaign of fifty years ago... which ended =T : J
with’the Stor?es’ very first pr‘omotion in the ‘ = e i et Y g moccaee, 1ot orali2 pin. [WIECATORDRY, 41, oecewase, 1475
;lzu::ez Lt:lg history and our first league title in | = : ; ""E:!F[,'f,‘:“ﬁo:; BOSTON ! W‘mﬂ“fi':';"};'}"}?“f'l'-ﬁ

Saturday December 8, 1973, Southern League

Division | South: Wealdstone | Waterlooville |
THIS season would conclude on a high, five months
later, but prior to Christmas 1973 this teenage
supporter saw all the worrying signs of a repeat of the
disappointing 1972-73 season.

We had lost consecutive games at Wimbledon in a
Southern League Cup 3rd replay (understandable as
they were a division higher), at home to strugglers
Andover (5-1, definitely not understandable) and then
failed to beat high-flyers Waterlooville (acceptable, |
suppose). Sid Prosser’s side were on course to match
the previous season’s eighth place... but surely we
were going to do better than that?

This was a team laced with Football League exper-

SEASOH

1973-1974 —=

ALDST
oO'BALL ¢;

Kict-of 215 m,

Above: the quirky 73-74 programme covers
for the Boston and Waterlooville games...

T ——
— = o e S -~
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Above: A match takes place in the Victoria *
Stadium with the brilliant backdrop of the
Rock of Gibraltar. The scene in 1973 was

: more like below with the oval running track
| and the airport in the background

.

ence (defenders John McCormick, ex Crystal Pal-
ace, Eddie Presland, ex VWest Ham and Eric Bur-
gess, ex Colchester), plus ex Spurs double winner
Terry Dyson, and with some talented youngsters
who'd not quite fulfilled their promise (like Willie
Watson, Ray Fulton and Chris Kinnear, all ex West
Ham, and George Duck, ex Spurs).

Maybe what they needed was a bit of bonding to
improve their understanding...

Well, the Stones financial director Harry Benja-
min ran a travel business back in the 70s and he ar-
ranged a 4-day tour of Gibraltar in the week after

the Waterlooville game. Not all
13 & the squad could travel but with a
Gibraltar Tl‘lp A Great Success trio gf Edgware Town players
T ar Gt filling in (goalkeeper Mike Cof-
g - ,WI Voo Hisay Mtﬁi flying at 85,000 feet over the Bay of Bisc fey, sirikfegr Micke'; Ryan and mid-
ght and can report that Wealdstone’'s short mg fielder Vince Summers) the

-
...while (above) everyone seems to be
getting in the act with a new stadium... even
with the nearby equivalent of Northolt
aerodrome! Work on the intended 8,000-
¥ seat ground will cost £100m and starts later
this year, ready for completion in 2030

s (1]3;1; first to the football. That too was a t tri sy National X1 4-1 in the tidy new i -

By thr-ngagg;] SF -;E- hl'fliftiqna.l XI 4-1, in the 'newgmtiomu%pt:df:; “;'l’- beaf stgdlum along5|de' the airport port.... apparently the floodlights had to be turned off § Hampshire side’s goalkeeper Dambrell was the
Summers. Tt wag x];ii bl-tt;(::;c s:;grled t?-xy Bill Byrne, Ray Fulton aadmgvmm with goals from Bill Byrne, Ful- for 39 seconds as the plane Iandgd soas not to dazzle star. .

made it 3-1 Mick Ryan got the ?Gmfhﬂegﬁ‘-d‘élﬂlf and after Gibraltar haq  ton, Summers and Ryan. the pilot, and the referee blew his whistle to stop the Winger Manns gave Waterlooville the lead and
crowd to a fine ealdstone then treated the They flew out on the Monday, game with the ball in the Stones’ penalty box. we huffed and puffed until George Duck levelled

display of precision passin i
p B & o aaksion footbell, John played the game on the artificial In the pitch blackness, Willie and Ray tiptoed up with his 3Ist goal of the season. Not bad for mid-

;‘m‘f;n%énﬁa?tg?;gtdmnlﬂg efﬂwﬁi";cﬁ;‘f“ﬁmpﬁrhﬂg the best goal was shale pitch, saw the sights on the the pitch with the ball and when the lights came on December!

yards which never left the hard sandy pitch, & mighty volley from 20 Thursday and flew back late that W_T_Le inches from ;he Gibraltar g}?alline fora tapf-ia! th G;b}:atar trip seemedd t(<:) hgalvanise tI}:e squad
Sociall night. A whistle-stop tour buta at trip seemed to wipe out the memories of the ahead of the run-in towards Christmas when we

were prese%te&imfouﬁr.hgo;‘g: gﬂmmt%eBMteTemmmm%m% great success, as seen in the pro- disappointing home draw with Waterlooville who, to \ faced FIVE successive home games at Lower Mead,

tsclz_or&di& i:tllze Céllltz)ra.llt;:r Government, and on Wednesday evening the Minis-  gramme article (left). be fair, were three places ahead of us in the league with just the solitary away trip to second-in-the-

City Hall, e 2 M‘;?}Ii st:rFﬁtsgg&ae::cr;pg%?w“;ﬂme in the alilfi!g Watson and Fulton were the table having played four more games. league Minehead on December 22.

with a beautiful tie, with a plague to skipper Eric Burgess, and said Weald-  jokers of the tour and Willie likes In the continued absence of the Harrow Observer That game falls 50 years before the arrival of

stone would always be welcome in Gibraltar, to tell the story (even now) of the (due to the work-to-rule that was paralysing the Hartlepool here for our National League clash ina
On Wednesday morning a full coach tour of the Rock was arranged,  high jinks resulting from the arrival country) | have no cuttings to corroborate the story, fortnight so | won’t spoil it by revealing the score-

where the Barbary Apes were a great atiraction, together with the famous  of a plane at the neighbouring air- but according to the next week’s programme the line. Butitwasa cracker!



It happened
50 years ago

Part 14: Stones chalk up a
real season-defining win
at Minehead pre-Xmas

This season we are reliving the extraordinary
campaign of fifty years ago... which ended
with the Stones’ very first promotion in the
club’s long history and our first league title in
22 years.

Saturday December 22, 1973, Southern League

Division | South: Minehead 3 Wealdstone 4
THIS Christmas period, five decades ago is one I've
been dreading recounting. Not for the results -
goodness no, the Stones were absolutely flying - but
because there are no match reports to go on, due to
industrial unrest.

It was the time of the three-day week and the unions
were at loggerheads with Tory PM Ted Heath. The
print unions were caught up in it too, hence the lack of
the twice-weekly Harrow Observer to keep us updat-
ed on all things Wealdstone. For the teenage football
fans of today that must be totally baffling. No social
media? No instant gratification?

We had to wait until the appearance on Tuesdays
(with the weekend match reports and Tuesday night
previews) of the midweek Harry O, and then the big
Friday paper with the Tuesday night happenings and
the weekend match previews.

That came pretty close to bliss, as you opened up
the paper and aborbed all the latest news.
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REWIND SPECIAL >>>> by tim parks A taste of Imham Road,

Minehead as Stones (in
yellow) attack in January
1978, captured by a young
Jon Taffel

Lﬂnﬁﬂm‘}v
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But now not even the local newspapers were
publishing! Our only source of news was the odd
mention in the National Press, and the printed
programme in which our ‘head of communica-
tions’ Colin Pope manfully tried to keep us abreast
of the news. Especially with kick-off times varying
from week to week depending on whether
floodlights were being allowed.

In the midst of all this our beloved Stones were
fighting for promotion to the Southern League
Premier Division - just one rung outside the hall-
lowed Football League. The programme had news
of our Christmas 1973 fixtures:

Sat Dec 22 (2.15pm) v Minehead (away)
Weds Dec 26 (2.15pm) v Gravesend (home)

E Ve

Sat Dec 29 (2.15pm) v Hastings Utd (home)
Tues Jan | (3pm) v Ashford Town (home)
Sat Jan 5 (2.15pm) v Bognor Regis (home)
A veritable feast of holiday football!
For reasons best known to themselves,
Gravesend requested to play their scheduled
home game on Boxing day at Lower Mead
and we weren’t complaining.
But before that little lot came the trip to
high-fliers Minehead. Going into the game
the Somerset side were top of the table on
2| points from 16 games (in the days of two
points for a win) while we were second
with 18 points, with three games in hand. It
was going to be a crucial clash.
Back in the early 70s we were used to
long away days but the trips to Bridgend
and Barry (both South Wales) in 1972,

~heavily marked |

and then Bideford (Devon) in 73

all had one thing in common:

We'd never won. The mould was
# broken this winter’s afternoon in
1973, and what a game it was!

It was in my days as a part-time
E QPR fan and I'd watched the 3-2
win over Newcastle at Loftus
Road. And in my friend’s dad’s car
on the way back up the A40 | re-
member hearing, at the end of
Sports Report...” And now the
Southern League results, Division
8 One.... Minehead three..... (oh
blimey, another long distance
b beating) Wealdstone 4”... and
B then the back seat was bouncing
e | as | celebrated an unexpected
Willie Watson Stones-Rangers double with my
EVULOCENIUN mates. My time of travelling to
LR TSl \watch our away games on the
| supporters’ coaches was still a
| few months away and I'd missed a
beauty!

But Nick Symmons, our ex-

chairman and still a director, was
also a teenager back then and
fondly remembers the adventure of trying to catch a
train to this awkward awayday.

“It was the ‘winter of discontent’ with train
strikes, miners’ strikes, the three-day week and no
floodlights due to the power crisis” recalls Nick.

“And the disruption on the railways meant
that my train only went as far as Taunton. |
was stranded and didn’t think I'd make
the early 2pm kick-off... then luckily |
spotted a bus to Butlins at Minehead
and jumped on that. The holiday camp
was open over Christmas and that
saved my bacon.

“And then came one of my most-fa-
vourite Wealdstone games of all time.
There was a lot riding on it and we were
fantastic in the early stages, takinga 3-0
lead with George Duck scoring twice and
Chris Kinnear firing in the other.

“This was a bit of a theme in Wealdstone-Mine-
head games for, the previous season, we'd been losing
3-0 to them at Lower Mead before coming back to
draw 3-3... we never thought that could happen
again but Minehead staged a comeback of their own
to tie the scores up at 3-3 with just moments left.

“Bill Byrne, our centre-forward, had been left out
of the team for a couple of games for ‘a breach of club
discipline’, whatever that meant, after the trip to Gi-
braltar but he was on the bench and he came on for
Keith Bristow for one final throw of the dice from
manager Sid Prosser... and it paid off! Bill scored the

(above) from
this corner

last-minute winner; we took both
points; we went top of the table
and pretty much stayed there
for the rest of the season. *

And how did Nick get home? “I
can’t honestly remember, but |
didn’t care about that very much. It was
all about winning the game.”
Stones’ line-up at Minehead: Roy Mackenzie,
Eddie Presland, John Watson, Eric Burgess, John
McCormick, Chris Kinnear, Paul Fairclough, Ray
Fulton, Keith Bristow, George Duck, John Hender-
son. Sub: Bill Byrne.

What happened next?
WELL things were a little less complicated for the
programme editor in those days with just six
pages to fill but he did have three issues in the
space of a week... although Boxing Day saw just a
team sheet for the Gravesend game. It was a
happy holiday for the treasurer, with the crowd
for each game close to the 1,000 mark.

Title challengers ‘Fleet were pipped 2-1 on
Boxing Day, thanks to the persistence of winger
Johhny Henderson (circled, below) who chased a
lost cause in the dying seconds of the game at the
Elmslie End, just beating the Kentish keeper to the
ball and netting from an incredible angle. Amazing
what lingers in the memory 30-odd years later!

What lingers in the memory of the Hastings
game, just a few days later, is catching a later-than-
usual 183 bus from my home in Pinner to Lower

Mead. It should still have arrived with 10 min-
utes to spare, but every possible mis-

hap occurred on the three-mile jour-
ney, including an accident involving

a motorbike and then (as school-
g boy me was fretting about miss-
¢« ingthe kick-off) a little old lady

m actually dropping her shopping
+.| basketona pedestrian crossing,
: ’7 and then spending several min-
4 utes collecting broken eggs from
the roadside. The sort of thing that
only happens in Carry On films!

By the time | got in the ground we
were |-0 ahead, thanks to the goal-poacher su-
preme George Duck. Hastings, who were also
up at the top of the table, levelled before half time
but we won the points when Bill Byrne lashed in
the winner in front of the ecstatic Cinema End
fans with 20 mins remaining.

Three days later, mid-table Ashford Town
were beaten 4-1 in front of a I,211 Lower Mead
crowd (goalscorers Geroge Duck 2 (I pen), Billly
Byrne and Henderson) and it was the perfect
start to the New Year. Were Sid Prosser’s side on
course for the title? And could they win the FA
Trophy too? Stay tuned....




REWIND SPECIAL >>>> by tim parks | __ esland’s 30 yar der

It happened et e Challenge Trophy ace-
50 Years ago 4 view of Wimbledon’s old [ — ot SATKRRRY ., Wimbledon 0, Wealdstone 1 E?‘

Plough Lane ground in the : o . . A 30-yard shot by Eddi :
» mid-70s. The big open end "= e = Wealdstone vic(oryyin ﬁﬁrpﬁiﬂ“&‘lﬁﬂ? "JEE?."@?:L’ET"? hallf"um Sort BB o
Part 15: Never on a Sunday? iz sz poeies = : ’ round place inthe F.A. Challcng Trophy. L™
. fans as Eddie Presland hit Ny - (e = ¢ goal spells out Wealdstone's superiority in the first he o o
Stones make hlstory.. and the top corner! . : e " AT [N after the interval looking determined 1o \x-ip)c 'p}n.':;wc Jd'::: t’:.':— p:;‘g?l?!ﬁ;'}{ll?lgh ﬁfs 1‘:::

godtkeeping by Ray McKenzie ke ix mi i
ASePIng by Ray ! pt them out, Six minutes from time Paul Faircl
Wealdstone's substitute, went desperately near to increasing the lead. o

then giant-kill Wimbledon

Manager Sid Prosser's 1 Ges = = ~
i ivi i I 5 2 Mick Mahon, 1 pass and beat McKenzie. But
This season we are reliving the extraordinary ;;rg.;; s‘i‘ée“g*ke ‘-.!“‘"-i:ie_s new signing rmwymmw" Watson deared.
: . : aying di- tested McKenzie with a dri Faircl eplac s0n
campaign of fifty years ago... which ended vidends, for \&Eeﬁds%ong anid: seconds later Blo;m " m::trg ;ﬁgﬂl h::f; Ii D g:h

with the Stones’ very first promotion in the
club’s long history and our first league title in
22 years.

were  more  composed
than ever before, particul-
arly at the back. where
McCormick, Presland

zieto |

5E Burns, ﬂgﬂ“ i ;f:han,c,e‘_tq put  Wealdstone
r:’? had & chance when Pres-

got 1o his shot. e[ b

Preaes e bad cnlygd m minute . Fairclough had a
th

ve went wide with

L. and Burgess were towers i ; : }
Sunday January 6 1974, Southern League Division | o \Lll Of strength in front of the | |1 dmd ly ex- [, the goalkeeper 10 bear.
One South: Wealdstone 0 Bognor Regis Town 0 = L : F much improved McKen F e lmbtidun threw everything
f 5 “ A | e ik 0 attack in the remaini i-
Saturday January 12 1974, FA Trophy Ist round A taste of Irnham Road, Minehead as Stones (in A kgt B A lm B it ‘ e Wealdtone de
Proper: Wimbledon 0 Wealdstone | ellow) attack in January 1978, captured by a true form and was unlucky 1o rded in the 42nd minuie. . Wikabledons
y y s y B b Fotied for ot wﬁ.\ém Ezwardcd zF !}[1; 42nd minute. g smbledom Guy; Stockley,
) ) \ : o i 4 e Byrne wa‘s ou ed, }-ult:m float o, anl: Bloss, McCready,
THESE were extraordinary times to be profitablity of capitalising on the non-Church- m“"’“xipn “_*I;;-'mvmf; F'if | ed the free kick into the penalty  Langford; Mahon, Cook, Lar.

| box, McCready got his head to  kin, Lucas, Smith, "

it, but it went to Kinnear, who Wealdsione: su[&cﬁ?f{':z,
let it run to Presland. His first  Presland, Waison, R
time shot from 30 yards went  McCormick; Burgess, D BN
through a wall of defenders and  (Fairclough), Fulton: B;rnz
into the net. Duck, Henderson, "

watching football. ‘ton combined well 1o keep the
front runners, Duck, Byrne and

'~ Henderson, well ied.
i st

ing Sund ket.
We've already discussed in previous ‘episodes’ the g‘ill\r}iallé:t:r{enlae;teth em to it! The Lord’s Day
three-day working week, the industrial crisis and the Observance Socity decreed that money could o &kmw:;:

constant power cuts that were just part of everyday life not be taken over the turnstile but there was a _ bt 5 ¢ haummr Guy busy clear.

i ;. . KN g ing his ine. Wing half Bl |  Wimbledon came out for the
back in 1974... well now that all seemed to come to a loophole: you could charge full whack (25p) for a Ao : B e way of  goslbound sher | | sccond half determined to wipe
head when our SL opponents Bognor announced that, ; : i

i
) > in the J8th minute !I ! out the lead. Larkin, Smith and Two views on the
; : 3 programme and gain admittance that way! ! Mahon all missed chances. The win at Wimbledon
due to power only being available to Sussex businesses | N s
5 - . Bognor agreed, the Southern League agreed { | home side’s best chance came Harry O above and
on Saturday Jan 5th, they wouldn’t be able to field a side i in the 60th minute when Smith 4
and the only problem was advertising the game RS, R the South London
for the game at Lower Mead. : : AL L oL S
Y R g With flood locally, with the Harrow Observer also in the S Press below
i ho.u ca;)n Imaglnle tkefc g cozun rur:. (iqij(eziels grip of industrial action. But word must have got
ighting banned (lack of energy due to the miners through somehow, with national radio and

IT wasn't a day for making comebacks. The ground was tricky, the team

strike) we did not want to re-arrange the game fqr a newspapers reporting on a slew of FA Cup &Y Ry gg:tp;;:m O;Lr;dr t?}fei:n?gsﬁelioggsgr:fgés _ﬁ;:dfﬁc to ﬁtﬁfe r‘:‘: LEL?;:::ECT;;“ still
midweek date, possibly in games also kicking off on that Sunday... the first Match-winner Eddi - B . e csumntion ai-the AbY of selegation is loming. and, for she rest of the £om
the far-off future. Stones Sunday football played in this country. The first- Presland (right) in action P etnters With the Soutt n_t"T_ Dut ‘on so mudh pres-. 3 :
had three or fOUI' games ever top flight game played on the Lord’s day ' as he tussles with George i L‘;‘e\:lsrw “Ehovidnt \;':;'L am
?tlll outstandingandarun Ny xs jater that month, January 27th 1974 when Duck and the keeper @i ™. R taling ot to Dons:
" eaanh in the FA Trophy would Chelsea were beaten 1-0 at Stoke City. ' o ;Pr;: :
) 19?5-.-:"-1??‘?4 just exacerbate things. So how did the Harrow public take to Sunday worth going to see a repeat of the fi
Stk kD ETADIN And so the club football? Well we had 1,500 programmes print- 3-0 defeat at snowy Plough Lane in 2 halt pomathe e oared
applied to play the Bog- ed and every one was sold as the fans flocked a Southern League Cup 2nd replay 'mmfgj-;*:; uf,-l‘f;‘:‘*‘*:*' with ten
nor ga'me ona Sunday. through the turnstiles clutching their printed only a couple of months before. And eighl wisuted, latec e
- What! Has football gone X progs. Maybe we should try that nowadays? That was after a |-1 draw at Lower (55T wrai™t oo s
m;\i/(\j/:were lving in less Sadly, the game was possibly the dullest served Mead, a 2-2 draw at Plough Lane and ""?'{’i‘u:*»‘“h‘{‘.l‘?"“*"n‘,’;f?’?‘rrnfe_-.p-.;-.-
! g up that season (nothing happened) but the then a 3-3 at Lower Mead. | was i Tonded straisit ut Brysnts struck _supech balis
secular times and the Stones remained top of the table with three probably also a bit sick of watching  fie donieemer. to et — it & T i
& i pE S games in hand on their nearest rivals. Wimbledon! PP 5 he ccompaniment. of o 2 St "Vith a shang
L g fe ; ; It was the start of me travelling to ity in the directons® bos heador that cRonzie srateful.
day of rest. End of. Six days later the Stones pulled off their 3 A §0 roor def! missed the Tuddy B et oty per
Yes, there was Sun- first proper giant-killing since joining m°5e and more 1‘”37 gamjs' ; - e, ap toast b vz up o B
oy morming e the po ranksthree yearsbefore prdvimerondregound oo sk ER T o e BRI
O il football but the profes- | remember sitting in our front room plotting X € division above does that to you: Digk Geitam gractovaty,  bod the Weldstone, 52laat Tackin gown the Nort
el T ional had not my route by underground to the FA Trophy First nd the Trophy thrills just got better it Bryant - pul the ball i e net L Bat it just wasa't, B Dore)
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26 with only b Wwin and the pos- Then they findlly won a corner Ui gex
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REWIND SPECIAL >>>> by tim parks

{ hardly
Just to add to the drama, Stones | dispute
a e n e winger John Henderson (No.11) the first
backheel-volleyed a crazy goal to penalty

make it 4-1 in the annihilation of
Hastings! Pictures courtesy of the
Harrow Observer

& after just six
minutes. Duck’s soaring
header beat keeper
Arnold and full-back
. Harry Cunningham
scooped the ball over the
Cinema End bar with his
~ hand. George blammed
his spot kick low inside
. Arnold’s right hand post.
| Ten minutes later,
defender Barry dragged
down Duck from behind
as he advanced on goal
and referee Waterman
* had another easy
decision. 2-0 with an
identical Duck spot-kick.
Hastings had to
respond as the second
half kicked off but were
stopped dead in their
tracks as Duck’s rasping
shot was blocked by the
T ¢ the hands of the
S _ ; desperate Cunningham.
Byrne and John Henderson” according to the Daily o ' o It would be hard to
Telegraph which ran a special article on the day of astlngs Wal E( Oﬂ I SE S CLY B8
to mid-table Ramsgate (0-1) and then 0-0 at title- the game (see below, left). as Hastings - and particularly winger
challengers Waterlooville. With the country still in the So did it work? Blimey, did it! The Telegraph - e epEaneoud.
grip of the power stated that Duck was ‘drastically off form” (despite thl r d Referee Waterman at first booked
crisis, and our 5 having already scored 24 ena resu ts th_e NO.]"' anc! L sgne EVOft. At
players working Southern League league goals) and he thls point H.astlngs sklpperjphn
haphazard hours as Ripley led his team off the pitch and

L]
y certainly bounced back '
and when factories ,P RE‘J‘I A T(z l { TRA.I N I N G A \\ with FOUR goals in this I n second h a'f fraca S ;tj Eg:neezfiwgrﬂsizzil iosfsrosser

50 years ago

Part 16: Stones hit a goal
drought... and then the news
on a dramatic Cup afternoon

This season we are reliving the extraordinary
campaign of fifty years ago... which ended
with the Stones’ very first promotion in the
club’s long history and our first league title in
22 years.

Saturday January 19 1974, Southern League Division
One South: Wealdstone 0 Ramsgate |

Saturday January 26 1974, Southern League Division
One South: Waterlooville 0 Wealdstone 0

Saturday February 2 1974, FA Trophy Second Round
Proper: Wealdstone 5 Hastings United 2

It all kicks off at Lower Mead when referee Waterman (with his
linesman, above) awards the third penalty... players hound him

{ to the touchline and then (top picture) argue with their manager
i after skipper John Ripley (right) led his team off the pitch

n every successful season comes a ‘blip’, and
Wealdstone’s came in January 1974 just after
winning five games back-to-back and scoring 15
goals. Suddenly they dried up.
A 0-0 home draw with Bognor (recounted in the
previous programme) was followed by blanks at home

T

SN0

and offices were S A it {| one game, including an e oo
allowed electricity, . 14 OR “f }_t, A LDS TONE : extraordinary hat-trick By Ph” Sugden ko ergy. yson.t.a e ) SO
manager Sid ' of penalties. Not only g sense into the irate visitors!
Prosser decided to _ By DEREK ‘iﬂl,l)- ; ! were we in the national y Wealdstone 5, Hastings United 2 F'“?é")’vf Stzme te:ltm"gtceli ::zer thde
ive the team an TEALDSTONE, worried about their lack of goals in ress but dead-eyed NE OF THE most sensational award of the penalty, Du ppe
8 . 5 L‘ recent games, will end special pre-match training P 4 Hastings United captain Joln Repl b oo  Lower Mead for many a season saw up to complete his spot-kick hat-
~ ; G | ipley lead the S P p p
Extra traning w 21, hours before the kick-off of their second round eorgealso gota after the interval after the club’s number soucn ;‘:;ﬂJS#e off the field, four minutes erick. blasting the ball up the middl
session on the FA Challenge Trophy tie ——————— = = mentiononBBCl's referse D. R, Waterman, of Weybridge. i Jefferson, had been sent off by I”C N "as|_'|”g he ah up | e’g' ) .
; ; i stings at Lower | highest scorer, Bill By incident occurred after Hasii ‘ : ) ronically Hastings then played their
morning of the big agams% H&’gstmg; m;rrow. John Henderson. Grandstand that the second time in 48 minutes z.:i“:'j—:r[.u,",ﬁacf Harry Cunningham had handled for U g3 praye
FA Trophy last-32 Mead Stadium to Duck lhas wored 24 Leagve | ofeornoon as the scores Wealdstone — ail thrce awar oo oyl 2LE7MAN ad awarded a third penalty o best football despite conceding a
- b : .- . seve tile ] n i 3 ciny, alg A 3
tie against Hastings Despite viding high only twa | BO0G 1000 Thest markeman, Tersy | were read out from the George Duck. & goals from that deadly spot-kick taker fourth to Johnny Henderson’s
g 8! oints behind Poole, the Third | poiyc "of Trawbridge, but he has | WEIe! All three nenalties were obvious, 10 say the least, but the thi extravagant backheel (see picture
United. He had ivision {Sout}l:) éeaﬁfmfd :‘“2 surrere# i‘am’tfmm?vgl q;‘%}i’é vidiprinter! blata;; for Cunningham pulled down a Henderson shot :-ifn’:g opﬁmn? wa;f s o bove) %; ingh d) P d
8 i nd. Wealdstone | gver the last mol 1 : seemed certain, che ‘0 hands when a goal above). Cunningham and Jones made
them out on the f“;"r ales in thei determined to help him get Hastings were M : A touchline confepenige —t | - L3y
va scored only once in ir | are de § X  Mr. Waterman imme-  heated ol 4 heaten 21 at Lower Mcad o a i i
Lower Mead pitch  Jast four matches. back among the gorls 25 WO% qescriped as ‘spoilers’ by diatly pointed o the spoi Voo o the Faprang | 284 ame on Decennber 35 it4-2 b”ut G(fe_cf)rfle Duck kth}:en headed a
“wi i wah jal came from a de- | e heat Hastings, who i i garrulous Jeffer- | 2 4% twet or three Minutes | ded many narmerfine they sd marvellous fifth to spark those
with special nder, Eadie Presand, the lanky B e bast " defensive fecord the Harry O scribe Phil 800 protested overmuch. | Frouer ang. mperinat®s, 54 | b ater 1 seheise ey Wembley dreams
emphasis on ; ¢ West Ham and Ceystal | [ fhe division, 21 ia 8 League Sugden and that was He was at I?dmchoqked Dyson joining those endenvogs, | Sonint %¢ond round Chalicnge T d)’ I e Troon
H alace Vi £400 t hom ree ;) G it i - i asti ing to res ity | ie.
interplay between R emious round .of the cont ey ace confident thegcan putting it nicely. They name to go into the book ﬁ;,’;“.':ﬂr;-;'ﬁ}lbnnauinuvi- Hastngs sy (s o dhae d " o mation V;"t were i d
front-runners petition three weehks ag0. now reach h!k::' 6 were hacking and pulling ¢ _F:‘ng ll’:ﬂ sent off, iy ﬁp}t‘;‘-‘ t0ok his men bl aier ot s:hJ:cl’rr :bc;:nrg_:f:n. raw now nat{ona , we were paire
. = 14-strong  Wealdstone Challenge Tropl - [ f the off but Id N u‘l'eeorsothe PIRYET | i il stamedd Duack wie e o wok advantage of lapses of with South Shields....
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Duck, the Southern Leagu i st RO o ﬂlc'ﬁin: ang Riply at anée| of EO5 from the same number 3
_took his men off. Lames priat to this match,




REWIND SPECIAL >>>> continued

F.A.Challenge Trophy preﬁéiv’

1 saw nothing in this
match at Liverpool on
Saturday to even remote-
ly suggest that Weald-
stone will not reach the
guarter-finals of the FA
Challenge Trophy by
beating South Shiclds at
Lower Mead. :

We all know that the Cup is
a great leveller, but if the
"Stones can strike the form we
all know they are capable of the
Durham side’s journcy must
surely be in vain,

This match certainly rosc no
higher than Division One
(South) of the Southern League,
and there was only one note-
worthy player in the 22 — and
that was South Shields centre-
half John Peverill, signed from

Darlington in the close season.

Over ' 6fi, with a frame 1o
match, he dominated the middle
of the park, being cqually adept
in the air or on the groun

On  this “Idmult;c "Si;o?;:
must ,

i fowli'ng: Shields full-backs

White or Dalg were never insp-

iring, cven though tr_bg-_n[ 1_~m

Left: Ramsgate’s Richard Bourne (No.5) is beaten by Bill Byrhe
but (right) there is no way through their packed dgfgnce -

Wealdstone to beat
this Shields side

Wealdstone P.R.O. Colin Pope travelled to South
Liverpool on Friday to see South Shields, who meet
Wealdstone in the F.A. Challenge Trophy on Saturday |
at Lower Mead. play a Northern Premier League game.

Shields were beaten 1-0, anc Pope reports:

H s last season.

asr;l:p::dm a full profes-
sional side composed entirely of
ex-league a:ytrs have scored |
an incredible’ 69 goals in 31
league matches this season, but
on this game, more & sign of
inferior defences rather -than
brilliant striking power.

nlTh:_ir 1win su.rik}u;sndof Ri
{ﬂl-!*-‘In:l‘:ll=sl:icr\l.‘-1.L.ghhlc"-|I DTS & bt

Footnote: On Sbnday
Shields beat Buxton 1-0 at
home in a N ;

from previous page
this a good idea? Probably not, in retrospect.
Colin was a lovely man, very affable but surely
one of the coaching staff - or manager Sid
Prosser himself - could have jumped on a train
and unearthed the sort of gameplan that would
have given Shields more problems than ultimate-
ly transpired? Spoiler alert!
All will be revealed in the next programme,
which could, coincidentally, be for an FA
Trophy quarter-final tie.

Apologies for missing

«» | Ramsgate mention... sorry

for not giving the -0 home defeat by

._[ Ramsgate more than a passing mention in the

previous episode of this 1973-74 story. Four
uccessive home wins and a draw with Bognor
rought 1,200 through the Lower Mead
urnstiles but we hita Kentish brick wall- and
sgate completed a league double having

p a 3-2 home win over Stones the

$ K

No excuses, Wealdstone.
You gave it away

By Phil Sugden

Wealdstone 0, Hnmsgage |

Bady blow to Promotion hopes |
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U aming yaur !

~ National League plan:

~ Just a matter of time |

] HINGS move slowly in
| the reorganisation of
| soccer. We must not expect
too much, too soon, That
is plainly the lesson to be
learned from the scrapping
of a National League plan
for, at least, a few years.
A National League might
well have taken in Hilling-
don Boro and Wealdstone
and both clubs were enthu-
siatiec not so long ago.
~ Events have changed their
thoughts. The entire idea
is based upon a pyramid of
clubs leading to the Foot-
ball League and isn't the
weakness of the Football

League itself the thing
which holds back further
progress?

Former referee, Bill Del-
low, secretary of the South-
. ern  League, blames the

Lytham St. Apne's men for

not showing more enthu-

-
| siasm. I can, however, see
' the point of Alan Harda-
| ker's executive. Dellow

argues that a change could
have been made towards a
National League for the
1974-75 season when ama-
teurs become a thing of the

f On the other hand,
will be so much eon-

| fusion and jockeying for
position amongst the senior
amateurs, it might well take

| more than another season

to sort out the situation.
The plan to amalgamate
Southern League clubs with
Norther Premier League
clubs to form a ‘Fifth Divi-
sion’” of the Foothall Lea.
gue has its obvious attrac-
tion. The biggest is that
successful c¢lubs would be
admitted to Division Four
of the Football League. But,
Hardaker's executive could
not find it in their hearts
to positively approve such
a plan. They will have had
two thoughts in the backs
of their minds. The finan-
clal aspects from the view-
int of the smaller clubs
concerns Lytham St. Annes
and the ‘old boy' system
amongst Football League
members in voting back in

| _the ‘dead’ clubs who finish

L T e T

TALKING POINT

I T T

at the bottom of Division
Four—or very close to it.

Sometime i the not too
distant future, Hartlepool
will just have to be told
they can’t remain in Divi-
sion Four. 1 pick out this
unfortunate club because
they have applied for and
won  re-election on  seven
occasions which means that
only Peterborough, Oxford
United, Cambridge United
and Hereford United have
won Football League places
since the war,

Our local clubs affected
by reorganisation created by
a National League will have
mixed feelings. Wealdstone,
not so long ago amateurs
themselves, have survived
in the Southern League,
first in  Division One
(North) and now Division
One (South). As things are
they could well get to Pre-
mier Division status at the
end of this campaign. But,
they would hardly be ready
for a national league, ad-
mits public relations officer,
Colin Pope. “We'd like a
season or so in the Premier
to find our feet’, he says.

Hillingdon, on the other

hand, should be racing
away towards a national
set-up. But, not as things

stand at the moment. It is
the club’s worst season for
vears, No wonder they are
silent on the prospects for
the future. At the foot of
the Premier Division table,
Boro lack just about all the
things which make a suc-
cessful club, As well as
success  itself, Boro,
thought, have the ground
and the facilities to bridge
the gap better, at this point
of time, than Wealdstone,
who wait to know if the
EMI project which includes
development of their ground
and facilities, will get past
thq Borough planners.

So for very different
reasons, neither of the local

Southern League sides wil)
be erying overmuch on the

delayed projeet  for the
bridge over soccer's troub
led waters, And, yvet, the

idea has so many altraciye
virtues, it is my honest opi-
nion it will not be shelved
Bill Dellow i1s wise to keep
his committee together, 1he
gallant  band who spent
seven hours typing out the
rules of the new project.
Disappointment there must
be, especially when the
Football League gave a nod
of approval in principle,
They will, again, 1 furccast
when the time is riper.

The work Mr. Dellow and
his committee have done
will not go to waste, The
pyramid idea is the besy we
have had in the game at |
any time, It literally means
there is a legitimate way
to the top of the tree for |
EVERYONE without excep-
tion. Remember, the years
it took to get agreement on
substitutes and yel now, we
forget a time ever existed !
when teams played with 0 ¢
men. Remember, the vears -
of heart-searching on’ 1he
amateur classification We
are making progress,  The
I\atwn_zll League will help
éven if it does not come
mto being for a few years,
Keep at the Football Lea-
Bue Mr. Dellow. 1 know
You'll win in the end,

I'd rather forgotten how good the
Ruislip and Northwood Gazette
could be occasionally. It spent
most weeks applauding
Hillingdon Borough and totally
ignoring Wealdstone (mainly
because the Stones were across
the borough border in those days.)
Here is an article within its sports
pages from the turn of the new
year 1974, and which prove to be
rather prescient, although of
course it took another |3 years
before automatic promotion to
the Football League occurred




. No Battle of Hastings
as 'Stones get point

Hastings 0, Wealdstone 0

L

REWIND SPECIAL >>>> by tin:p_ar_'rks_f_‘
It happened |
50 years ago

e
i

g:n-i ' : iy 5

With memories of a walk-off, th i ing- i
B g ree penalties, a sending-off and a 5-2 win for

st (wo teams met a fortnight previously still fresh in the mind

 aed S . ; ‘ [ one would have expected this encounter at the Pilot Field :

Part 17: Fixture chaos looms gosss == e T s ingredients of a Cup Final, e b S

w‘:‘ N Ve X : ke But if Hastings learned anything from the previous clash it surely was that it’s the

as stones chase success on e R et ootball that counts. Both teams forgot the pre-match publicity — and so did the
League and Trophy fronts s supporters, for only 583 turned up, and 200 of those were from Wealdstone.

This season we are reliving the extraordinary
campaign of fifty years ago... which ended
with the Stones’ very first promotion in the
club’s long history and our first league title in
22 years.

Saturday February 16 1974, Southern League Division
One (South): Hastings United 0 Wealdstone 0

mid all the hoo-hah around games being called
Agff for a waterlogged pitch at the Vale these
ays it’s worth reminding everyone that even
our spiritual home of Lower Mead was subject to the

occasional postponement - and that on a surface that
was three parts mud and one part grass from October

. Tna r.
. A - e nowadays known as Morris away, the Hastj - | fume undegr heavy pressure caldstone: MacKenzie: |
onwards. ille, though just three points behind (in the days of £Ne||in th) and when Bhoer hooigove. {{?P’g;“’ ek, nakich  Predand, Wacson, Brisowe,
Having played a few games on there myself | can two points for a win). With the country still in the chat g dwe realised wn?'::.hghm“;?h up Byme, | strongly. Y. Tegied Bf,!:;".“;;;“: ey e
confirm that the pitch somehow always stayed firm at was ppd wi ! MR gent tohn Hender- " E

underneath a top layer of slime. That was its default
state until March, when it dried out and the three parts
mud turned into three parts sand, with one part grass/

. Eddie Presland took ' ins came B
. was to lose games through rain. with South Shields) was | Ray Fulioa i The day the rains
ust. Makes you wonder how the Stones were allowed So that is what of course happened, seven days £ face Hastings on theyr | Seceeded in finding the. side = g
to play on it atall, let alone win league titles and i i g ﬂﬂél:sm B s - le u as 3
trophies in Lower Mead’s 70 years’ existence! GLYNE GAP SE = R— °‘f’|_2 eg';;’:trlh' report obstructed, Fulton took the lXtures pl p )
Five decades ago, in the middle of the club’s epic FA HAST ,quﬁXICE STATION P kick by pushing it to Presland, i

Trophy run and charge towards the Southern League

Above: the sort of wily old fox face that sadly’s not in

fashion any more. Pat Murray (described as ‘a
dressing room attendant’) surveys the dodgy pitch
before the postponement of the Bexley game

Prem, our fixture secretary John Ward was be-
coming a worried man (sounds familiar). VWe had
fallen six games behind league leaders Waterloov-

grip of a power crisis - meaning no floodlights - and
midweek games having kick off at 5.30pm once the
clocks had gone forward, the last thing we wanted

) EXHILL-DN-5EA, SUSSEN
- TEAERKAL . Sy

after the bad-tempered
FA Trophy 2nd round
win over Hastings which
we highlighted in the last
match programme.
Stones were due to play
Bexley United

that our next league
game (before the
Trophy 3rd round tie

(right) shows that there

Both sides settled down
to play football from the
start. One still had the
feeling that one spark
could ignite the flames of

the F.A. Trophy match.

but fortunately this did
not come.

Any point gained away from
home is a good one and the one
earned on Saturday  keeps
Wealdstone well in the promo-
tion race. They are three points
behind the leaders Waterloov-
ille with six games in hand.

Wealdstone did most of the
| auvacking in the first half and

had several chances. But some
brilliant goalkeeping by Marnin
. Amold kept them at bay.
George Duck and Bill Byme
had chances before Jones sent

son through. But the speedy
winger headed over. Minutes
Jater Janes was penalised for
throwing the batl at Henderson.

but his pile-driver scraped in-

l

Hastings™ best player, fired in a
long shot, but MacKenzie had
it well covered. Wealdstone ap.
E’wd the pressure again, with

ulton and Duck sctting up
Henderson. But again Arnold
thwarted him.

Just before the break Jeffer-
son sent & left-footed drive over
the bar. Then he put player-
manager John Ripley through,
but this glorious opportunity to
put the home side shead was
stopped by the no-nonsense
MacKenzie.

OFF THE LINE

The second half started ar 3
hectic pace where it left off,
with Hastings on the atack.
Gill's long shot gave MacKen.
Zie no trouble, but Wealdstone

However, Wealdstone found
their feet again and fought

CHESIfuEL

back. A free-kick from Pres-
land saw Duck head narrowly
wide. In the 70th minute Duck
Wis ‘ﬁut through by Byrne and
Henderson, but again was just |
offl target.

At the other end Jim Watson
let  Ripley through. Barry
picked it up and shot and beat
MacKenzie, but Watson
redeemned himself by heading
off the line.

From then on both teams
played some attractive, attack-
ing soccer and although no
goals came it brought Weald
stone another valuable point.

Hastings: Arnold; Cunning
bam, Drake, Morris, Mack-
man; Jones, Jlefferson, Grif-
ﬁmsl:n Barry, Gill, Ripley. Sub:

son. Sub: Fairclough,
JOE BRAY

g (o | called off
- £ = was none of the three- Hastings swung into attack | | .
TTLRN [AGUE DIVISION CNG (SOUTE). il m penalties-and-a-walk-off - &3¢ Koy MacKenzie dd well 0 | '
SOUTHLRN LEAGUE It 2 ) } —_— drama that made the driver round 3.3 o0iod Although Wealdstone were desperately keen wo play
®. W=D L. F. & “Pa. H L. & i T corner after h n.go Mqr e | Soutl League fixture with Bexley at Lower
« WemDe Le e A e e c e ut eir Southern 2 W ¥ A
vaterlooville 26 11 § 6 35 26 31 01 408 game at Lower Mead so roueh by Sieve G, " ° | Mead, referec G. Kinsey. from Byfeet, ruled play out of
n'a;ermzzn o5 15 4 8 48 72 30 30 -1 280 - 560 HAST'NG?: UﬂTED L. LD, memorable. And a Jprds later M’“Eﬂ"_] L’A the question at 12.15 on Saturday.
%%1‘?@?6?&“’" 510 B8 5 38 24 28, o0 57932 itk ..,,’,.g.% point away from home Bexley, who had spent ¢ . .
WIALDSTORE 20 12 4 4 J4 25 28 g 1-2 n is not to be sniffed at, as the 1970s mantra went. an hour on and off 1hz _ hasmda‘]\::y :ll‘wje{hpmogsm:c;nc:?;?;
Winshead: - 23 99 5 33 21 : i'é g So now all eyes were turned to the game against telephone to L”“‘.'I’l. “1“‘0 © | Wealdstone, who stll have 15
waTTHCS UNITED 26 10 6 10 23 A S officials, were willing league fixtures to play with only
HAST L. o33l BB TE 3D 322 -1 790 the North-Easterners from South Shields. They travell and delaved their 12 Saturdays officilly sehe
wovesend & W 4 " - . . . . il e
Sy ﬁ{z{;_ ot 23.8 &6 e Tl 51; g4 were competing in the semi-professional departure awaiting the re-  duled before the Fi0
Pain 034y T 25igr §fg b ?2‘2 2; t“g 04 ggl Northern Premier League, putteringalong in mid- sult c‘;i_lct‘:_:c official’s Ofth . So far he leapue s agreed
Remogatbe il 2 g é Zé o4 gz 02 2-0 301 20 table but with a smattering of of ex-Newcastle and e s final examination of -LWf,if 3&"5:1‘3"&“}:;};?- sl
¥ gﬁzﬂi ié 1'-? 7 4°30 2% A - ‘ Hartlepool players including winger Ken Hislop thespaying f:ﬁfr':“j"'m‘:hf(",'nﬂ; I\ Pariculary as Wealdstone are
20 Towt - ga0 imp 2010 02 431 O and 6ft 5in forward Joe Riby. They were a real said that too much surface wat- | 3Ull engaged in the F- A
ord Thwh 23 ki Y- Y T
ﬁr-dg'c.i‘own g0 § -5 -8 30 °52°19°2-0 1~§ 2 :12‘1 unknown quantity. iﬁﬁ(eﬂﬁngﬁ:mf %
Trowbridge g LB 2 19 1 1= . i X 1 : b
Hetro. P"lm:t ;i 3; g Z 13 352 ;a 18 1-1 461 On the day of the Hastings trip, Stones sent Wteol s - Racodedll
Centerpury City - : : 0 293 . i i i " game having made a twa hour 5
Salistury City 24 6. 76 12 27 35 187 ;:]g' w53 124 | Above: The Hastings programme cover Press Officer Colu.1 Pope up to spy on Shlelds as game Ri'.ii"‘sl'?mg. & phew | the 0-0 draM{, and
21§ 511 25 33 A7 2l g - they faced South Liverpool on Merseyside. Was e Sonditions wauld be unfair | the fixture pile-up
indover Towi- 23 49 10 ‘23 35 17 0-0 0-0 42 3% (not very stylish, but of its time) and left, continued o> B onee and Spectators.
gor:liz;t;:ﬁ?‘m...gjv L4 B 11 26° 48 16 20 1-1 289 333 | the league table showing Stones’ ontinued overpage et
T e i '

numerical advantage

Up %o snd including Sunday, Februsry 10th 1974.




REWIND SPECIAL continued

From previous page

Boro) and fellow beanpole Corner proved a real handful as
Shields’ sole, unsubtle tactic of striking long diagonal crosses
caused some consternation.

But fortunately our keeper, Roy Mackenzie, was on his
toes “and remembered his cap” according to scribe Phil
Sugden, who wouldn’t let it lie after Mackenzie had admit-
ted to being blinded by the low winter sun when conceding
the only goal to Ramsgate a month earlier.

Slowly Shields turned the screw, with giant defenders
John Peverell (a long career in the League with Darlington)
and Ron Young (200+ League apps) making it hard for
Byrne, Henderson and the invisible Bristowe to feature.
True, Presand blazed narrowly over and Byrne and McCor-
mick gave the Tynesiders some scares but the game petered
out leaving the impression that the replay would be very,
very difficult to navigate.

And so it proved.

The 550-mile round trip had brought back warm memo-
ries of Bishop Auckland and nearby North Shields for our
veteran fans but South Shields’ facilities were poor - as sup-
porters club press officer Phil Tricker lamented in his next
programme notes. “There were no posters, no match pro-
grammes and no team sheets, no tannoy, no tea hut and not
even any toilets!” In Shields’ defence, they were leaving that

f No Duck— S0 ‘Stones
lack power up front

By Phil Sugden

, South Shiclds 1 s
WC:]:SVT::I;::‘ when John Henderson superbly headed Ray

the 12th minute of this F.A. Trophy third round Snulhu\}_

“ A close call for Stones In the
replay as Shields’ Ken Brown

IT ALL LOOKED

Elu::l:‘ ‘m:thm :Ietad. 1t was, said the Wealdstone fans behind me, a matler

a rather simple cqualiser fous

,1 )
IW'”When Shields' striker Parker was presented with

| minutes later there was, they said, still no danger. ‘Stones had the measure of the I ground at thg end of the season butv|t must Right: The
Morthern Premier League side . . . . time would tell. aiibigh Wealdians fi have been grim for our fans.... especially as we Harry O
. : 1 alds ¥ . o
| Well, time did tell. Shields got m?riér::lh\;; Saiied to farce another one home. were beaten in extra time after a needless reports on the
tvm " sr: ﬁfﬁ"ﬁ%?ﬁf ";?,‘;“:Ep“l;i next Saturday, and § would rate their chances 51 handball from the otherwise impeccable Mc- disappointing
ig‘awm“;g thari 50-50. beaten bidter sid Cormif:k (see match report, right). replay defeat
It might, of _“Ef°‘-‘“f o ot e And it got worse in the following week when while (far right)
!hm cﬁ:ﬁ;u u! oadlu:x::n: wese .;r'nsnicu‘ the transformative Stones manager Sid itis revealed
form. There Py .
Euu. screaming hall vol- otpligen Prosser announced that he was off to join that outgoing
from Eddie Presland, it Southern Prem high-fliers Chelmsford City. boss Sid Prosser
ey if Duck s re On the field, we were left to “concentrate had recom-
passing an inch over the E‘M&: ine. o entidence | N promotion” while South Shields overcame mended Eddie
. itho i ONHAAEe e " s
'“I.:r k:’!n‘em‘”lk“p” seems o disap . | Worcester City in their quarter-final after an- Presland and
_Ct‘ might hase been :"-flk;ﬂ[‘n": T et rom swindon. | other replay - only to lose to fellow NPL side Terry Dyson for
B e e Shne or o M or- B =n ursd e Morecambe in the two-legged semi-final. the job.. which
%gtr:ufw&hﬁ;' ;L"DT o Morecambe went on to face Dartford in the is exactly what
the other WBY, e uve Ie- final when, really, it should have been us.... happened!
&:lo:ldjfmem eosult i Gearge FEATURE
‘Duck had been leading the Eddie Prasland — -
home attack instead of Wik in o oy g rful frae-kicks A notable fe

cond half was o
kicks wer
on

fped with an attack of influenza.

was the real
““Leen". 1 have

missed,

od (o be surprissd and 80
’ﬁi et of the watchers.

. ‘South Shields 2, Wealdstone 1 (a.e.t):
Io;‘:kc Wealdstone

penalty cost

ddzdro:ﬁm 10th misoteh Shiclds on Saturday and gave

“ustice this was it, for a reshuffled Wealdstone
I O et ulld had South Shields hanging

A TRAGIC mistake by

quarter-final

on for long

But there was nu_ugumem
on the penalty spot, was push

had landed in his face.

As a heartbroken
McCormick said after-
wards: “It was a sort of
chain reaction on the spur
of the moment, and
wished the ground had
opened and swallowed me
up.” South Shields iron
man, centre-back
Peverell, lashed home the
kick, and MacKenzie did
well to get his right hand
to it

This afler Wealdstone had
looked Kiely 1o clinch it in extra
time, A bitle more punch up
front and they might well have
done. But Wealdstone did the
200 or m::ﬂu!’m: support-
ers who o the long 600
miles round trip proud. And a
daring gambie by manager Sid
Prosser paid handsome di-
vidends.

With Eddie Presland de
clared unfit following his knock
in the first mawch, Ches Kin
near was palbed out of midficid
o replace him at right back and
Jim Godfrey wat brought i

three months absence.
This led to maried mmprove
ment in Wealdsione's midfield,

John

gave away penalty fig
Shields” extra time winnaer

MeCormick -

where a problem has been cg
stant for some months

Despite his long lay-ol €X<Crystal Palace
Pres

Godfrey's  vigorous  tackli

and excellent distribution o of m

tainly Zarped him anoth
chanee, and with Fulton &
showing improved form, {
gaps that in the past have b

g0 cvident in midfidd W 'choices,” sald Prosser,

largely chiminated

ut 11 was Wealdstone"s bi
four who really took the ¢
and as South Shields direct
said afterwards, seidom ha

played at Simonfields. The §
the ball was played out of

season.
Eric Burgess strode the |

against wMu'l‘lFf
there was a travesty of [oot!
nidler hm::lfpiaycd‘fsomt of their best football for weeks,

about the penalty. A floating lob from the right, almost
od away by McCormick’s right

chalance. The 6 fi. § ins. striker
Riby was well controlled by
McCormick, and he and Burg-
55 have a rare understanding.

Before the game it was obvi
ous that Kinoear was in for a
gruelling afternoon, being mat-
ched against South Shiclds sar
striker Ken Heslop who had
considerable First Ehnsafr-'-.:t-
perience with Newcastie Unit-
ed

Singe his switch from the
back four 1o midfield 3 couple
of months or s0 ago, Chris has
never shown gquite the same
brilhance. But 21 right-back on
Saturday he played a noble
part, and it is cenainly no ref-
fection that South Sheelds first

came when he was beaten

v Heslop.

In fact one can ooly svmps-
thise with Mr. Prosser when be
—tmmrac the team for the vital

® TERRY DYS50N

he
this FA Challenge Trophy

peedlessly conceded a
the Durham side a home

hand after Riby’s elbow

too high, Hendersom crashed
the ball in following & gigantc
goalmouth scramble in which st
feast 18 players were involved.
The first anyone saw was the
Shields net bulge, and Hender-
son besicged beneath a wave of
Wealdstone players and sup
POTIErE.

" Afier 10 minutes of extra
time came Peverells penalty,
gnd Kenny Brown, Shiclds” top
scorer, who returned after sus-
pension, should have mcreased
the ead lobbing over the on-
rushing MacKenzie, bui over
the bar.

For the final period of extra
time, Dyson replaced the flag-
ging Godfrey, and McCormick
moved imto the attack as the
*Stones. switched to 4-2-4. For
one corner, in fact, Wealdsione
had ail 10 outfield players in LI'::;

Wealdstone
- search for
manager

meeting held at the
Southern  Lea; i ivi-
Slon, sds ague First Divi- - News reporter

ton from Prosser thai former 2 tragedy for all

Spurs our playvers
player Terry Dyson and a0d I shall be having 4 fen
star Bddie Strong words to say about ffo

ushing their claim for Foot

“They often did the job §?dl§=d Leat;&ma stﬂ.tus haye (i::
R . cide ca of their

R e R T TG O T
) OHS  in London today at which

about the FA Challenge Tro-
phy defeat at South Shields
on Saturday when a penalty in
better Toothalling defer €Xira time gave the Northern
side d v;_n. 2-1 replay victory,

e
fence was reminisceatl losing until John MeCormack
Wealdstone eerlier i ‘sipprisingly handled and they

scored fmm the spot.

like & Colossus, reaching

¢ decided to mount gz natio
:’msi{xg campaign to replace manager Sid Prosgea;
eaving at the end of the month to joi
Chelmsford. g
This was the outcome of a

by Evening

The board dedlined a sugges-

land would share the duties ., Chelmsford who are strongly

they Intended to outline the
details of their .sip]:t.l.ical:f.cm,t

It will now be held next
week,

But they have not been
ruled out altogether. Said
Press officer Colin Pope : “The
board will consider all applica~
tions including those from
any of the Wealdstone players
who fancy the joh.

' &8

Prosser was, however, upset

never looked like
It was
SULCE WRET SPPEaice wr vm s




REWIND SPECIAL >>>> by tim parks

It happened
50 years ago

Part 18: The Trophy now gets g
serious as Stones take on :
South Shields in the last 16....

This season we are reliving the extraordinary
campaign of fifty years ago... which ended with
the Stones’ very first promotion in the club’s long
history and our first league title in 22 years.

-

Below: Keith Bristow
(8), Bill Byrne and
Johnny Henderson
(obscured) celebrate
. Henderson’s goal

* fizzes just over the bar in the sec
.ond half in front of a 2,000 crowd
: 3= " : . g : 4 as Stones failed to find an elusive &
Saturday February 23, 1974, FA Trophy 3rd round g e e ! - ¥ " : secorz:i goa . T L)
proper: Wealdstone | South Shields | f - : : R

Saturday March 2, 1974, FA Trophy 3rd round

proper replay: South Shields 2 Wealdstone | when South Shields came to town for this last-16 nary second round tie. We had a powerful, expe-
tie. rienced defence of John McCormick (ex Palace
THE FA Trophy holds a special place in the heart It was only our third season outside the provin- first team regular), Eric Burgess (ex Colchester),
of every Stones fan and, I confess, I’m never as cial Isthmian League, and although we'd faced Eddie Presland (ex West Ham first teamer) and
excited as on the eve of a big Trophy game. Last strong North-Eastern teams in the FA Amateur the young and combative Willie Watson (also ex
Saturday turned out badly, but no different. Cup in the shape of Crook Town, Bishop Auck- West Ham), while ex Spurs double-winner Terry
In recent years we've had semi-final appearances in 2012 land and North Shields in the previous decade, Dyson was being lauded in the Evening Standard
and 2018, and of course even won the thing in 1985 (see South Shields were a full-time pro outfit from the (see article, left). In midfield we had more -ex
another feature in this prog for the full low-down), but the Northern Premier League. This was daunting. Hammers in Ray Fulton and Chris Kinnear, and up
first shimmer of anticipation, for me, came in February 1974 But when this teenager woke up on the day of front the towering Bill Byrne would be joined by
the game | felt strangely livewire Johnny Henderson and, of course, the
confident. We'd won -0 prolific George Duck with an amazing 44 goals to
at Southern Prem side his name already that season.
Wimbledon in the First Ah, hold on.
Round Proper and then A murmur from the crowd as | was buying my

4 walloped Hastings Unit- programme was unsettling. And then, as the

4 a F return tO m e y ed 5-2 in that extraordi- tannoy crackled into life with the team

- announcements, my mood deflated like the arrival
of an ex-wife at a wedding. . .
«...and at No.10, George Duck is unwell But there was still hope. In front of a baying
and his place is taken by Keith Bristowe”. Y 2:000*+ crowd we flooded uphill towards the
What!? George had only missed one game Elmslie End and - oh joy - took the lead when
all season and now he was ill? Johnny H, not known for his aerial ability, got his

Speaking to George now, a regular at the Vale in head to Fulton’s whipped cross and the ball flew

“IT 1S 13 years since Terry ~o .
Dyson last played al . Cﬂﬂﬁl t
‘Wembley. Now at the ripe "1 never thouglit I'd have the
old age of 38, the former cnance \of plajinz at Wembley
Spurs double-winning hero again after all these years. a_:?{ !
is just three ties away from mﬁ”“ihﬁf \;S; “;:l 5;&“.:.0“;. !
a return visit. an S0ms

T diminutive Dyson

most enthusiastic player ai the
club,” ml tml;,(:\'mus mk.: ‘fﬁf’:’fﬁe
B man Colin e, WOr -t

within sight of the famons twimn | Iocr“l.h-e Innerll,z,ndon iy

LR . ) ol Autherity, coaching at scheals in . ! . P .
‘Wealdstone “rm enjoving ““‘di‘,"‘;'“bfl‘,',; ot melﬁgmdﬂ o his Stones Ambassador’s role, he couldn’t believe 'Sn}:.o Ifjh?;et off%we '_?jsgle cif Fhegos; leaving
A e e e done & e x A 3 . . . .
gioouiiee of o Lioaty et m;sﬁw got & couple of years badge and m_realls his bad luck either. “| had bronchitis and couldn’t lelds keeper David Llark ior deg
Srday’s ieft, It would be preat if W& [ epjoyine the work,™ said Dyson et out of bed. let alone play. | felt bad for the team But it didn’t last long. The visitors were a con-
couid get ‘o Wembley. The lads “1 wouldnt mind having # getouto ’ | © trolled, experienced side and quietened the crowd
are very coafident We can do f grack al. milagement by and the supporters, but what could | do?” han P | P 9 | h N OP;N
“a pet's face it, its not hike | exs give oul, but it w AV . i i i i
FA Cup. A the teams pedrom [ o b e plas Bristowe wasn't a bad player and had featured :V't ! ffmde_q,ua T\ergust four mmth%s;antirt rcl:ug 2
D evel and T would fsncy | st and wateh other people pla: 5 d errific diving header from ex-Middlesbrou,
?:'aqu?“l :,n;; 7gainst anyone. Ash- | while my livelihood 1s ﬁ{i-“"fﬁ‘" half a dozen times, but mainly from the bench. But striker Parkegr acpEa s B A § fthe
ford 2ol to the m-n}it;ﬂﬁf:-‘ ﬁf‘::.} ij;‘;‘f;‘,“;ﬁ e L L e he was really a midfielder and offered none of the L e gﬂ hat had
. mos, tma 3 .. ] T X St & . .
; ope in ﬁg.’x.f"&ﬂ r;]ch- ‘a belter teati | hardest  part of Dbeins 3 guile, the balance, the instant goalmouth control game tl Qe l",JSt wasn't the fluency t ’flt eAd) S
field (oL Wealdstohe, 18, 2 ton [now than they weve 12 months [ MADAREr’ . . . e of hov: and the metronomic finishing that had made Duck S;opes win elgl?t3, draw four and lose just one of
club’s ambitious gquest ago.” who left Tottepham |  from semior level down to mine . - their previous 13 games.
o left Toitend L i Saching impossible to subdue that season. George would . . . i
of the unigue double of Proe e *years ago alter winning | yesr-olds in his seloglt fUC P 5 Shields’ 6ft 4in, gangly striker John Riby (also ex-

go on to net 64 times... but (and sounding churlish)

is one of only two . , i
A8 Livsan, 8 0 when we most needed him, he wasn’t there. Continued overpage >>>>

i “1 love 1t and I usualll
Leagne. FA Cup and lob. > Tty
ia\-l.ng"survivors from the Spurs s cup Wmnersp Cup join in with them. bul i

o ! ham laying wilh the nine-vear-old- ; L
i that did the Leazue and padals, mwgﬁﬁuﬂﬁ'ﬂe o, g«;tl ;i)em\Lu'e I can outjump FLA ooty .

i i Jones v " quipped the a0 N
i gl 58 Sl S MRS | o e S S
| give an opinion on Wealdstones " Dyaon, " still the fittest and | DIt T .

rospects. i
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REWIND SPECIAL contd >>>>1%

from previous page
businesses were working a
four-day week to conserve
electricity and floodlight foot-
ball was banned. This meant all
games kicking off at 2pm or
3pm, even on midweek
afternoons which was an in-
teresting conundrum for those
who had to sneak out of work
or play truant from school to
attend games.

We always ran two coach-
loads of supporters to away
games in those days and al-
though | couldn’t make the
trip to Poole, Jon Taffel recalls |
that that game was his first-
ever away trip on the coach...and
with the lighter-than-usual Sunday traffic the party
arrived at the South Coastaround |lam.

Travel supremo Barbara Robson, the Dave Reader
of her day, sanctioned a couple of hours in Bour-
nemouth so that sleepy town was treated to the sight
of a hundred or so overexcited

Stones fans trying to find something MY diary entry

Poole Stadium, 70s vintage with its distinctive
speedway track. Very tight for corner-taking! -

the majority of the 1,100 crowd applauded the:r pos-
session of the ball.”

Veteran fan Mick Fishman also recalls the unex-
pected lunch stop in Bournemouth, and said that
some of the older fans were perturbed - remember-
ing that the coaches en route to an
FA Amateur Cup game at Eastwood

W

to do (apart from going to Church). . in the late 1960s had an unscheduled
When they finally arrived in Poole, deSCI'IbeS the stop in Nottingham, following which

the game was a cliffhanger with the the driver got completely lost and the

home side - still up at the top of the CraWIey ground fans endedgup missiF:'ng ch first 15

table while the Stones were third

: , . as being ‘really
with games in hand - trading blows .
with the free-flowing blues. pOOI", W|th a
George Duck and John Henderson team to match’

twice put us ahead but their veteran

striker Ivan Hollett levelled the scores at 2-2, before
our full-back Eddie Presland popped up with a de-
served winner. According to Roger Slater’s book “It
was Poole’s first home defeat for four months and the
standard of Wealdstone’s play was such that at times

minutes of the game. No such prob-
lems in Poole, however.

Back to 1974. Having missed
the unmissable Poole trip | was
determined to make the game
at Crawley just two days later. But it was
going to be a surreal schoolday afternoon as
the match kicked off at 5.30pm!

| actually discovered an old diary from that period
just recently, and was amused to see that a week be-

S0000000000

Crawley’s ‘popular’ side
of their Town Mead
ground in the 1970s.
Though it clearly wasn’t
THAT popular

fore this game | had been
feverishly working outa
route from my school in
Northwood to Crawley’s
Town Mead ground in Sus-
sex. The Green Line via
Rickmansworth seemed

the best bet until | found
out that it was 65p each
way. Extortionate!

There was nothing for it:

a quick phone call to Ms
Robson and | was on the
supporters coach (one of
two) to Crawley for just
55p return. | bunked out of
school (a hockey match
which led to me being
dropped for the next game),
got Mum’s taxi to Lower
Mead for the 3.30 departure
(“lovely comfy coach” accord-
ing to my diary) and it was a
great debut trip among the
friendly away fans.

My diary’s match report
described Town Mead as “a
rather poor ground with a
team to match”. Ramshackle is
probably the best word but I'm
a sucker for stands tight behind
the goals, and this was my view
as George Duck stuck away his
goals number 44 and 45 for the
season as Crawley offered
token resistance.

Bill Byrne headed the opener
after 10 minutes and the rest
of the afternoon passed by in
a blur of contentent as we
passed the ball around on

Crawley’s appalling playing sur-

face. There is a web-
page from which |
plucked the accompa-
nying pictures and it
candidly describes the
pitch as “clay, with
tons of sand dumped
on it each season.
Many attempts were
made to solve the
drainage problemns
but none succeeded”.

Crawley moved to
their new stadium at
the end of the 1990s
and have done rather
well since.

N e

Mg Ve B e 0
:F"i - ;?\ ., BHOMN :ANLEYK 4 : N Yo re”not yourself
amciie SO D o MmoEn | today” was about the
.‘"h:';;r_’?rcumu N R JUSTTEN 7 rsons g Al extent of the humour.
i T UL crawte 26058 L\ Who needs Michael
wilie Macintyre?

CRAWLEY Toyy
v
SOUTHERN LEAGUE WEALDSTONs

Tuasday 158 { soUT!
h  Mare o
h 1974 5.30pm
CRAWLE {
WLEY TOMN (D & B, "CK) | WeaLbsTONg
; ;_: Collier ; 1 P MeK
Ha wchenzie
3 5 Nc;m-"? 2 B I‘rw:l.an;
i atiagle 3 Vateen :
rost i
5 1 Hamilton ; ol
6 v Hragg 6 E_‘. :"::['nrm"':"k
7 M Betchley vy
g gﬁnoagnmz a 3 u:,l;::’y i
& 5 H::.(: 9 W Byrne |7 Myws
3 rgan 10 G Duck 7 '
11 N Brister

ia J Broomfield

Referee R F East

Linesmen G R Rigby

L J Kinsey Byfleot (Corise Flag)

|
' cnnwn.ev TOWN r ot 7

FOOTBALL CLUB

LIMITED

TUWH MEnD |FIELD SWENLIE GHHWLE\"

~— CaRaoN 1873/4

nAMME ap
aFFu::mn._ PROG ME

A
|FIELD COURT HDTEL |

IFIELD AVE

FIRST pIvisy QN

Crawley’s Shed End in
the 1980s for a trophy

. game against Wycombe.
About 1,000 more than
\were there in 1974!

11 F luchmdr—on LLEy
12 P Fairelough

Orpington

Sutten (Orange Flag)

1970s had rather less
content than these days.
Crawley’s offering 50
years ago (for just 3p,
admittedly) was just a
folded sheet with a very
exciting cover (left) and
a team list (above) and,
er, that was about it.
Though there was
much schoolboy hilarity
as John Henderson was
shown as { Richardson’
in the line-up page.
Vd B"‘ | “Come on Richardson,




REWIND SPECIAL >>>> by tim parks

It happened %
50 years ago

Part 19: It’s a turning point in
the league title quest as the
Stones finally start scoring...

This season we are reliving the extraordinary
campaign of fifty years ago... which ended
with the Stones’ very first promotion in the
club’s long history and our first league title in
22 years.
Saturday March 9, 1974, Southern League Division
One South: Wealdstone 3 Bideford |
Sunday March 17, 1974, Southern League Division
One South: Poole Town 2 Wealdstone 3
Tuesday March 19, 1974, Southern League Division
One South: Crawley Town 0 Wealdstone 3

e PR i RN
& Bill Byrne (left) and John Henderson attack
& the Elmslie End against Bideford and (right)
the Harry O’s usual expansive report g :

a turning point it probably came at Havant & Water-
looville on January 18 when we convincingly beat our
nearest challengers 4-2.. and then a week later dis-
mantled second-placed Bath City 7-0 here at the
Vale.

And what of 1974 and Bideford, | hear you
ask? Hadn’t we crushed all-comers that
year, eventually winning the title by I1
points?

Well yes we did. But on March 9th it was in the
balance - we hadn’t scored a league goal all year,
apart from the 4-1 win over Ashford
on New Year’s Day.

Our much-vaunted Byrne-Duck-
Henderson strike force had fired
blanks in four successive league
games when we settled for goalless
draws against Hastings, Bognor and
Waterlooville and a 1-0 reverse to
Ramsgate.

And the previous two weeks had
seen us desperately crash out of the
FA Trophy in the last 16, held at
home by Northern Leaguers South
Shields and then losing the replay on
Tyneside 2-1 after extra time.

| remember the Bideford game

very clearly - especially as we'd visit-

ed North Devon on a family holiday

only the previous year and I'd been

intrigued that any team would travel

that far to compete in Southern
League football... the town is practically in Cornwall
and the journey in those pre-M4 and M5 days took
about six hours in our old Austin Wolsey.

| was also apprehensive about our chances of win-
ning the league, having slipped below Poole Town
and Waterlooville in the table, but reckoned the De-

It seems that every successful Wealdstone
season can be traced back to one defining
moment when, arguably, the fates are tipped
in our direction.
Twenty years ago the Stones
were going nowhere, mid-table in
the Ryman Div One North when
Richard Jolly’s wind-assisted strike
saw us win |-0 at Heybridge Swifts
and then - nine wins out of || games
later - end up in the play-offs and
eventual promotion.
Ten years ago we were chasing
promotion from the Ryman Prem
but successive defeats against Hamp-
ton & Richmond, and Canvey Island,
saw us slip to third in the table as two
games were rained off. We faced a
tricky match at the Vale against Bury
Town but after Scott McGleish gave
us the lead in monsoon conditions the
referee took the teams off and con-
sidered abandoning the match - happi-
ly he didn’t; we quieted the nerves
with a 3-0 win and a subsequent |1 wins and four
draws in the next |5 games catapulted us to the title.
Four years ago was a bit different when we won the
National League South title - it ended up a non-cele-
bration when the Champions were decided on points-
per-game dute to the Covid interruption. If there was

N

)

)

N
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N
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vonians would be out on their feet
after that journey. And | was
feeling smug when we took the
lead after just two minutes
through Bill Byrne. But Bideford
quickly levelled, and even after a
George Duck penalty had put us
ahead again at the Elmslie End
going into the last |5 minutes my
teenage nerves were jangling as
our normally-safe keeper Roy
Mackenzie seemed about as confi-
dent as me, flapping at crosses and
spilling the ball as the visitors
looked for another equaliser.
Luckily, Bideford keeper David
Lee was worse. Anything in the air
was causing him palpitations and |
was standing right behind the goal,
jammed in against the railings as he
waved a fist hopefully towards
Paul Fairclough’s left-wing corner.
The ball wafted across from in
front of the Supporters Club shop,
under the shadow of the EImslie
Stand and then, wonderfully, arced
over the flailing keeper and into
the net at the far post. 3-|!

Was this a turning point?

The Stones now had to back up
that win with successive away
games in strange circumstances.
First up was Poole Town, memo-
rable as it was the first ever com-
petitive away game to be played on
a Sunday. The country was gripped
by the oil crisis, factories and

Continued over page >>

| were doing their jobs as

, N

‘Stones close
but are made

the gap,

to fight

By Phil Sugden

Wealdstone 3, Bideford ]

ON PAPER this was a very good result for Wealdstone. B.idef‘nrd could be among the

challengers for promotion with sev
Town. And as %ouh: :vnrrwtl»at::.m

mes in hand over the current leade |
aterlooville could only draw and th.:r:;s‘ pl;ao;l;

Minchead also went down, the Lower Mead club is in 4 very strong position

this game, were f
farm in the middle of the park.

And if the midfield men have | i i |
] gone off the boil, then it i
;L;:dnggs 1a{g ‘lillug: Pcncr, George Duck is but a shadcw"n:' }:‘: (L::g I;rl'aérﬂ:oasay g v
Ut tacked support and John Henderson js suffering from ‘nvér-ﬁghtynﬂi;ﬁ;kgg
|

every defence he runs up against.
Al_lrrhis might sort itself | - We ey fearn mash T,
out if the midfield men | next Sunday's |i_uunﬁcagnri§’s':
Foole. the leaders, down ' in
| Dorset. If Wealdsione can find
their form there and win Just
ane point, we may all ¢ @
different view, i e

sfficiently as earlier in the
season. Unhappily, they |
dare not. Fairclough

showed occasional Wealdstone  could  hasdiy
_ﬂashgs. but was npever | have had a bewer star. They
Eonsistent. | had won two corners in the first

! minute before they went a goul
b e it enee i | nh:§§i witer only 120 seconds,
) Kinnear started the agsauly

Ot

iwho was said o b orm-
gy i L oo, | o S Dt e
game ut South Shields. played sil?-;:egurl:icr:t’s:‘w‘ wlnr);m:hpo
ed br Duck flicked on and Byrne rc"?l
sitigned himsell well 10 shoot
past goalkeepe

Bideford 2
nule 10 get on
goalkecper MacKenzie must

ke the blame for the score
s were caught by a quick
onetwo passing movement but
MacKenzie appeared to be in
position  to  stop  Gauntlett’s
shot which went through his
hands after @ bewildering
comedy of errors in the six vard
box, £

At this stage Wealdstone
Were still making the ruaning,
with Byrne Jeading Snell & mer-
ry dance, mainly by virtue of
wking him 10 the line, beating

Fulton appenrs 10 have log
iftey

firm
carances apd  pep
eth distribution.  Buyr
wept up with almost

ko that
e of the

alte:

him and then geting thumped
; in the back to earn a [ree klrlr\’f
_h-‘_ st _ Snell, indeed, guve away
¥ gamc, frees with all the Efetgy of &
5uungs:£:r hcalin_r.v. sweelios, bt
None ol these wwards proved
" I I'tnlntjnl. wes
paid 4 ideford. with Derek May
0;;“,.:“1““: 1 | and John Gauntien dominating
bt s SO | et o e oo
:f J:_-dﬂmh o %0 spectatars | ha ;‘;*-ih"'d’é‘fsﬁflil"s'- dnerd
& ity i ; ; o
erly weaknesses, before Menderson
relitved an_anxiows period by
facing on 1o ¢ Fullon eross ¢
head inches wide, el
I AL this. ].slag: one thing musi
rave puzzled every Wealdstone
follower,  Rideford goalkeeper
| Duvid Lee always fodked in

_ e repl
Watson. had wk
desoribed o

nspire the co

0 watch the . ngs. i
." may sound churlish 1o cri
lclr.q o team witich wins 3.[
against o chand tackling, hyg
ghod  foothalling  gige, et
anyone who I hionest will admig
sthbL ‘Siones wer. 1o ofley s

cond best. s
lrouble with the high crosses (o
% ALOTTO DO | tither post. He drappéd several
¥ 'm::i:an only feel that wigy || #nd fumbled s few: bui was
) .,.-'.M Mga,m, 0 come the never put under real pressire a
-oweraMand club, despite 3 A time when a gonl might eagily

MASSIVE BiX gomes in hnd o !
¥ ] /| have resulied,
e beiders, i g Freat deal tla

da.

,‘ BAD MOMENT

McKenzie had a bad mo- |

| ment  when  Moch  broke
through & square defence and
hemmered a low drive which
the ‘keeper saved at the second
attempt, but the best shot of the
game come u few minutes from
the breuk.

Duck. who had been: stran-
gley quiet, picked up a shor |
pass on the edge of the bok, ran |
8 few vards and unleashed a |
fremendous  drive  which  hit
Lee’s bodv and was franticafly
tremendous  drive which bt
Lee's body and was frantically
grabbed at the second attempi
Had the shot been a foot gither
side of the Bidelord “keeper he
would not have seen it,

Wealdstone re-opened quite
brightly with Henderson pro-
viding two dazzling runs and
Byme twice earning fres-kicks
out o the fefr.

Bideford, however, werd §till
having the better of the mmdfeld
and 5o it continued g 3‘!?1\.‘
52nd minute. Then Byrné broke
on the left, from what looked to
be a suspiciously off-side posi
tion. As he turned into the box
he was tripped by Hillson and
good referes G. M. Campbell.
nﬂn on the spof, awanded-a pe-
nalty,

George Duck ste up o

| send the ball hard a;tmw :u:t
Lee for his 47th goal of the
season,

McCormick joined the atlack
INg spres only o see his -
cleared from’ the fine ansf?}:j;::
in the T0th minute *Stones clin.
ched the game. Fairclough took
one of @ series of corners from
the left. the suspect Lee failed to
reach the ball with his Attemped
punch and saw Falrclough's ef.
10:{5»\1:@ o the net,

tnutes later Lee part;
atoned with 2 splendid ﬂ‘é
frim . Fultan and Wenbdstons |
had a let off in the dying mi-
nutes when MoK enzie minde an
error of judsement but the
sand P d was on hand o |
Kick-off his goal-line,

Two poinks, but o many |

Mwnslr:’mmm-

ealdstone: McKenzic: |
Prestand, xm'n.-.-:-cnirl:"s{,
?_‘ift’comll:k: . Fulton,  Fajr.
;‘ilusmcadﬁtya e, Dyck. |

A Snsiowe,
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" Duck passes that scoring record

Sparkling farewell for
ex-boss Sid Prosser.

By Phil SUQden

Wealdstone 4, Crawley Town 1

REWIND SPECIAL >>>> by tim Pa;k;'
It happened g
50 years ago 7

Part 20: The country returnsﬂ
to normal as Eddie Presland
takes over the Stones’ reins

This season we are reliving the extraordinary
campaign of fifty years ago... which ended
with the Stones’ very first promotion in the

| EVERYTHING was right and proper at | Stadi Satu
per at Lower
:‘h:: Prosser built said fareweil to their old boss m remmoz vicioma!;dmhaﬂg&am
corr.:m}:ager Eddie Presland with a display which must have delighted hg‘l U
Wio esitates to make firm predictions about the championship, or ro. ti
’ _garnes to p!ay I reckon Stones need a maximum of 15 S iy
probably do. And this team T onlg

club’s long history and our first league title in
22 years.

Saturday March 23, 1974, Southern League Division
One South: Wealdstone 4 Crawley Town |

Wednesday March 27, 1974, Southern League Divi-
sion One South: Basingtoke Town 0 Wealdstone 2

Saturday March 30, 1974, Southern League Division
One South: Bath City 2 Wealdstone 0

a winning run over Christmas 1973. It seemed that Wednesday (see report €r more disturbin Wealdstone face another stiff but he was on to the half

. people still didn’t wholly believe that Sid Prosser’s below right) which tho“?“f__‘:t}"ﬁ?@qﬁﬁeqt 0%- hurdle ln[ their m"{: ‘the ‘\:lf'::suﬁ ]:}:i an:l:a wgg T:e t?'ul

Around this time, half a century ago, the side was the real deal until the Spring was here. turned out to be night pr‘ e = e — R
good folk of Harrow were waking up to the In fact, it would very soon become Eddie Presland’s when the blues (and our- | Weddstone ¥ reacted
idea that their local team were worth tks and a

watching again.

The final few dog days of the amateur era were past; ex-St Albans boss deciding to take up the offer of One South table and mard‘ to i minute after Edwards passed &ﬁ;’eﬂw
the early dog days of the semi-professional, Southern managing Southern Prem side Chelmsford City - a never relinquished it. W back to the former Wealdstone smerhing
League era were also receding into the distance and decision he later publicly admitted was ‘a mistake’. Centre-forward Bill the to goalkeeper, Kelvin Hopkins. ine hared
after a winter of unrest Wealdstone FC were on the o) i ie’ ; The ball ran wide and Bill enderson

! ! 1 A ver 1,100 were at Lower Mead to see Big Eddie’s Byrne was almost putting 4 | Byme nipped in like a flash to | he used
final straight of a title-winning SlzalIel, debut on the bench and a resounding 4-1 win over a George Duck in the Basingstoke 0, ! sg},w thep ball inside the post. than his

The country was slowly getting back to normal. The X Crawley side who'd been walloped on their own shade at this time (as as Wealdstone 2 l Wealdstone displayed all the ingerous
miners’ strikes were winding up; we had electricity patch 3-0 only four days earlier. And then - oh glory! you can outshine a man Wealdstone moved to tiw top | gms in the world in the second e
once more and, in my narrow teenage world of who'd end up scoring 64 ! %fivis:(]:: OSr?eu‘h(guth]F'ﬁ;ﬁ alf, playing superb football. In £ 4 i

Wealdstone there was even the prospect of

watching a game under floodlights again!
Our run in the FA

Trophy and a wet

i

. Bill Byrne (fight) powers his header into the
. Crawley net for Stones fourth goal in the
3 Southern League rout at Lower Mead .

- h B - !r;_'l-

two Southern League seasons and had only started
to edge over the 1,000 mark as Stones embarked on

side as the Stones’ popular fullback was named
Prosser’s successor within a couple of weeks of the

WELCOME T0 TweRToN paRk

| TO-DAY'S
2 MATC
, Mareh 30th, 1974 H
Kick OFf 3 p.m,

- a match under the lights
at Basingstoke the next

three coachlands of fans)
hit the top of the Div

goals that season) with a
terrific double to win the game
in Hampshire.

The following Saturday saw

One feels strongly for Si
things as team manager of
game. suspect that he would

He takes to Chelms.
ford the good wishes of
tveryone connected with
' Lower Mead, the conso-

ling fact that he will al-
ways be a welcome visi-
tor, but perhaps the rath-

is more than capable of that task.

d Prosser at the moment, H
Chelmsford but I, g,

with a sensational victory over
Basingstoke on Wednesday
night, giving one of their best
performances of the season.

Wealdstone took an-

unexpected lead in the 44th d

the 50th minute Byrne scored.
one of the finest Wealdstone
goals for years. Jim Godt’re_y
sent Duck away and the big
striker pushed the ball wide to

i 5 It was a display full of | Byme, who hit it on the volle
\t/)vml'iler ha;:l ledtoa Southern League WEALDSTONE the Stones’ final defeat of the character and the way in which 'I F rzm Eh ¢ edge of the box and 1{

acklog of games —_— - season (a deserved 2-0) to fast- Wealdstone’s defence  was | screamed under the ball before
(all sounds rather fa- CLUB NOTES improving Bath City who would superbly marshalled by John | Hopkins could move a muscle.

miliar) and the

{ counter atiacs o, wn e Grend end the season as runners-up. "Stones, who were
Stones faced 13 triwile it far i1 ot s s Richard Legg and Trevor Tinlzon and had the 200 Lower Mead | oyershadowed in midfield in the
ames in the last five ] ] club'supporters'in high spirits. . first half, got a grip in this
& L got the goals in front of a 2,000 Basingstoke, who were also department in the second with
weeks of the season. it the Feat Gherrd e in crowd... but Presland’s side put in the n:.u:njnﬁfg_[ promation to Fairclough outstanding. But the
But the fans were | o officials. pavers and supportins, i o WoF Melome this hiccup behind them as they the Premier Ms,'l:)_rl« Pmﬁ‘:‘:g , defence took the glory, all the
coming back. Uoay ord @ eate jourmoy home, B eicyRble stern  opposition 4 back four men being in superb
5 2 e e ety had o splencid matches sgainst Wealdsons, set of on a FUNCREISIREL ' Wealdstone were unable. to | form, It was a display which
ur crowdsiy at home and comploted the daibie g L We won 31 straight wins while concedin § hority in the fif |
match pf thp double’ 2—1 away in the |ae 8 g _ stamp Ml'nm ity e irst Wealdstone can be Pmud of.
Lower Mead had. FeBulerl, Wil racr] e TS sUppoTIers who  frsve just two goals to write their ~ half.” George Duck, 'Stones - ;
stayed resolutely in L s o £ of soes, staleness Bt e T ey names in the record books. leading . _socrer, “"“h viciously LEADING; %NP?NFS APt
the realms of 500 or anly four defeats, W knew he sararrs F N 25 cutings and . H in 1 25th . minute, || wepldstone 2617 § 44927 39
600 through the first decisve 30 win they Guined ‘s s sady i o Read on in the next homg resulting in Basingstoke’s | Watedooville .. 31 13 12 6 44 30 38
rough the firs ek eatbge il Tnd Ciy o difterent kerte of o & programme! " “midfield man Huxford being' | PooleT. .. £10,56 40 35
and are now challenzing sicongly 1ot promoran (o o 5ked bv.the referee. T3 e sl

eNe. On & day when the Grand Mational

McCormick was a revelation

or perhaps better
for one, after talki i
have loved to see the Wealdstone job tg]r%)ligh}."m AL e

[ Posér for
Presland

second half and after four my-
nutes came the third home goal.
A really tremendous ball From
Watson left Duck with an acre
of space, His first powerful shot
rebounded from the far upright

| when the

it whose




REWIND SPECIAL >>>> by tim parks

It happened

50 years ago ¥

Part 21: The final straight
as the amazing Stones win
five games in just 11 days...

This season we are reliving the extraordi-
nary campaign of fifty years ago... which
ended with the Stones’ very first promotion
in the club’s long history and our first
league title in 22 years.

Tuesday April 2, 1974, Southern League Division
One South: Wealdstone 3 Canterbury City |

Saturday April 6, 1974, Southern League Division
One South: Andover 0 Wealdstone 3

Tuesday April 9, 1974, Southern League Division
One South: Bognor Regis Town | Wealdstone 2

Friday April 12, 1974, Southern League Division
One South: Ashford Town 0 Wealdstone |

Saturday April 13, Southern League Division One
South: Wealdstone 2 Dorchester Town 0

Okay, the standard of the Southern League
Division One was nowhere close to the levels
that Wealdstone players perform to today.

And there’s no doubt that every National League
player today is an athlete, whereas non-League foot-
ball half a century ago had its fair share of journeyman’
players who would get nowhere near Level Five in the
mid-2020s. But revelling in the misfortunes of some of
the teams who came up against the Wealdstone Class
of ‘74 was all part of the fun.

This team had players who'd
played at much higher levels very
recently: skipper John McCor-
mick, ex-Crystal Palace; Eric Bur-
gess, ex Colchester; Terry
Dyson, ex-Spurs double winner;

T

s

George Duc-k leaps to bravely head the Stones
opening goal in the 3-1 defeat of Canterbury. -
Johnny Henderson lurks to the left! 5

wins) in || days that pretty much wrapped up the
title for the Stones. Similar to this season’s schedule,
in fact!

And this was with a squad of just |3 players, who
kicked off the spectacular winning run just three days
after the rude awakening of a 2-0 defeat at Bath City
(chronicled in last week’s programme). The
Somerset side were now managed by Bert Head, the
former Crystal Palace boss and were formidable
opposition - eventually finishing as runners-up to the
Mighty Stones. Canterbury were a little less
formidable.

This was the first floodlit game to be played at
Lower Mead for FIVE whole months - after the min-
ers’ strike had paralysed the country over Christmas
and New Year- since the Southern League Cup 3-3
draw with Wimbledon in November. And how
happy must the Wealdstone treasurer have been to
see 1,212 fans flood through the turnstiles. They had
their money’s worth as Stones pulverised the Kent
side’s defence (see report, right) and two goals from
Georgie Duck took him up to the 52 mark for the
season.

Next up was Andover and | was one
of the 250-odd fans to travel down to
Hampshire, the Supporters Club
running three coaches... much to the
astonishment of the home club’s
officials as we pulled into the car park

- Superb “Stones forge
-~ ahead after frights

By Phil Sugden

Wealdstone 3, Canterbury Ciyl °

Colin Pope’s match report
claimed it was Andover’s big-
gest-ever crowd (some 700)
and that the ‘Super Stones’
completely controlled the
match. | remember a one-
sided second half, with us
3-0 ahead, and thoughts

WEALDSTONE

. . . went three points cle
turning to gettinghome in  One (South) after a most h $ clear at the top of the Southern League Divisi
time to watch the from first to last whistje at Ir.]f: meuning game which kept 1,212 Spectators on “Ei:] tot:::

Eurovision Song Contest
that evening (which was
! quite memorable, with

Abba’s Waterloo the ke & :
winning song). Gols. :;:g::';'isaﬁy cis:_lrtmg

The trip down to first half hour when

Bognor three days later  "Stoncs were in such ram-

¥ m » they proved anything
best defensive records in the league and goalkeeper Gerry irm angely, have one of the

Harrop and full-back Ron Bayli strong, centre-back Bo
Time and again lhgll: VIR Rmed oy "

re pounding a low
52 not Out some amazing escapes straight
_on Tuesday evening wes b0, Duck and then George headed

Bi G - f_l:aragcc, on the stroke of hals
ime. Byrne agay

g eﬂrm ls defenoe}bem gain bernused tig
shot inches wide.

he Canterbury goal had

George Duck's second after the interval. First Hous-

in the game against Cmg:;l den headed off the line from

52nd i £ Fairclough's cro to th
Bl matches this sousan. | der cde of the nas ok ne. 2

writer in Britain, ; ! [

Forget the scoreling, for as Gater said, it could have hee_ﬂ six, gnd would have been
but for a deal of bad luck for the home men. This was scintillating stuff and the first
half pure exhibition football to delight a crowd of approximately 2,000.

was not for me. Accord-  Pant mood that a hatful

. . of goals see i

ing to my 1974 diary | T el kel

. ‘ ) dess dominant I 5

was following my ‘other’ | hecuiee of faifures o ';1:;] ¥
but there was still a breathless men- F r
tion of the Stones’ 2-1 win thanks to nes urn on
the Harrow Observer three days .
later. Did we really have to wait i d er as they
won a crucial promotion clash? | an pOW &

Well, yes we did actually. | gobbled .
news that we'd scored twice in the ! B Ph" Su den
last 14 minutes to deservedly win the y g
SOt ; p Wealdstone 2, Dorchester Town 0
He wrote of his pride at the side’s in- T Lida b
domitable spirit as their magnificent the eame. “What a great side,” he said of Wealdstone. “Theyll more than
’ ah:l:‘)tﬂi:rm:ngin the Premier Division. They could have had six against us this
ing to a pitch invasion as George . . LT d lip. as my dear old Cornish Grandmother
L. Well, there's many a slip twixt cup and hp. as my ri

Duck calmly scored the winning goal ugcdem sa;l:tbm if "Stanes slip now your reporter will be the most surprised football
had blasted in the equaliser.
Stones now faced games in succes-

ereafier the home side wag
team QPR as they beat pvidual plaver. but purcly and
Manchester City 3-0 at Loftus Road w* ——
three days to know if our team had
up the match report with the Stones’ | race On to the mle
Press Officer Colin Pope relating the | J
game after Bognor had gone ahead.
DORCHESTER captain Roy Gater, until recently a Bournemouth player, summed it
flowing football finally paid off ... lead-
afternoon.”
in the dying moments. Jim Godfrey
sive days: a trip to face Ashford

. ) If the behind the goal idway into the sccond half  McCormick head barely inches
Town in Kenton Good Fridayand | supporiers were & fitle  Tiy" g e scons waf - MeComist
then back to Lower Mead 24 hours premature with their con- more nto the same  Behind Fight  Wealdstona ne

later to face Dorchester Town. Was |

at both? Er, no... shamefacedly | have to admit that
the lure of QPR v Division One title-chasing Ipswich
won the day over a trip to Kent. Rangers lost 1-0,

under-powered performance”. Under-powered? I'm
not surprised it was bloody under-powered.. they'd
just played FIVE GAMES in 1| DAYS witha 13-MAN

George Duck, ex-Southend and j
Spurs; Ray Fulton and Willie Wat- |
son, both ex West Ham and even \ J.'
player-manager Eddie Presland ‘
had turned out in Division One i
for the Hammers and Palace. l

Yet it still took deep reserves of St K [T
grit and determination to come in the win over
through the five games (and five Dorchester

in that sleepy Hampshire town.
“Thizzle be our biggest gate of the
season!” said one as we made our
away into the quaint ground. “We had
that Baaaath City here a few weeks
ago and Wealdstun have brought
. three times as many. I'd better open
the tea hut!”

I'm sad to say but the Stones WON -0 in another
epic display of balls and bravado! The hero this time
was our under-rated goalkeeper Roy Mackenzie,
who “catapulted across his line” to save a
last-minute penalty as Stones protected their 2-0
lead, provided also via a spot kick from (who else?)
George Duck.

Dorchester should have been one game too
many. My diary mentions a good win but a “rather

squad for goodness sake!

Johnny Henderson and Ray Fulton scored the first
half goals at the Elmslie End, which was just begin to
properly gear up its act as a brilliant backdrop to the
championship celebrations. Hundreds of teenage
fans, festooned with flags and scarves, were making
the EE their own and the sound and enthusiasm
levels were cranking up with every successive home

game. And it was only going to get better...




\ Stones fake title by 11 boinfsﬁ

An emotional night at

REWIND SPECIAL by tim parks,

It happened 3

50 years ago

Part 22: The final chapter
~.what a finish to a simply
unforgettable season!

This season we are reliving the extraordi-
nary campaign of fifty years ago... which
ended with the Stones’ very first promotion
in the club’s long history and our first
league title in 22 years.

Easter Monday April 15, 1974, Southern League
Division One South: Gravesend 0 Wealdstone 2

Saturday April 20, Southern League Division One
South: Wealdstone 2 Basingstoke Town 0

Tuesday April 23, 1974, Southern League Division
One South: Metropolitan Police 0 Wealdstone 4

Saturday April 27, Southern League Division One
South: Trowbridge Town | Wealdstone |

Tuesday April 30, 1974, Southern League Division
One South: Wealdstone 3 Bexley United 0

Saturday May 4, 1974, Southern League Division
One South: Wealdstone 3 Trowbridge Town 3

JUST thinking about the final month of that
season, looking back, still makes me feel a bit
giddy.

Wealdstone, my little VWealdstone, had taken the
semi-pro game by storm and there was no stopping
us! Admittedly, the next thought - about taking on the
giants of the non-League game like Yeovil, Kettering,
Wimbledon, Nuneaton, Burton Albion and Worces-
ter City - gave this 16-year-old the heeby-jeebies but
there was a long summer of day dreaming ahead.

For we had won the league with an extravagant
flourish. Everywhere we went produced rich testimo-
nials as to how good the Stones were... and our regu-
lar 250-300 away fans had the Southern League
Premier League treasurers licking
their lips in anticipation.

But let’s not get ahead of our-
selves. There were still six games
to navigate, though we were
smug in the knowledge that just
one more win was needed.

If you're a regular reader of this
column you'll know that | was far

o AR 4
From left: Eric Burgess, Paul Fairclough, Terry Dyson &
John McCormick, Chris Kinnear, John Baker and Billy &8
Byrne. The rest of the team were still in the bath!

from a regular (in those days) at away games. I'd pick
and choose my away trips, and was often swayed by
what my schoolmates were doing that particular
Saturday... QPR being a popular choice. It wasn’t
difficult to like Rangers, Stan Bowles, Gerry Francis,
Dave Thomas and all, and you could get into any
game (though often crammed in with 25,000) for just
50p. Entry to Wealdstone, from memory, was 30p
for juniors.

So where was | on Easter Monday 1974, with
Stones poised to win the title? Extraordinarily,
according to my diary, | was at Hillingdon Borough
with some friends to see the Southern Prem 0-0
draw against Tonbridge. Was | mad? | remember
thinking that | was sussing out the opposition for
next season, and that we wouldn’t win at
Gravesend (who were having a decent season, 7th
or 8th in the table) anyway. Surely the team would
wait for the next home game against mid-table
Basingstoke to lift the trophy and celebrate in front
of the EImslie End ‘Kop”?

Well, you know the rest. Stones selfishly won 2-0
at Stonebridge Road and the report from
Press Officer Colin Pope was positively gushing with
praise when my Harrow Observer dropped on the
doormat that following Friday.

“As the referee blew the final whistle, every one of

ft) strikes the third goal on t

a

Champagne for the
Stones! ... and richly
deserved it is too after
{the side had wrapped
up their 73-74 title
with five games to

I'spare.. and winning

| the title by || points
from Bath City,

match time.

First came
Henderson — ang

member of the squad wi

f(.}eaguc tl:(hampianship. a
eorge Keep, w) ;

sio Weditanerplayes cep. who has

became buried beneath a
seething mass of
celebrating supporters.
Denied success for many

seasons, all the heart- E’D““nf;"y AR
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backwa

fans - the envy of every and forvard 10 receive vagos
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: o for when g end of it ajl,
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Colin, bless him, f?’-'soﬁmnll l-e;uuc. g?v':n:: 0.1':

described it as perhaps ?:ccg_rﬁn?@f by iokippet John

the club’s finest hour. ks fo o suo¥ and it

And there was me, 30
miles away at a sparsely
populated Leas Stadium watching a bore draw.

For the record, Bill Byrne (with a header) and will-
o-the-wisp winger John Henderson crashed in the
clinching second goal as Stones turned in maybe
their best performance of the season... bearing in
mind it was their FIFTH GAME IN TEN DAYS! And
the club used used just 16 players all season, includ-
ing back-up keeper Chic Brodie who hadn’t played
since September!

But | was back at Lower Mead for the Basingstoke

. game (with my new scarf) and ready
? to party in amongst the Elmslie faith-
| | ful. Except that | could barely force

t my way in there! Where had all these
: people come from? Harry O report-

% er Phil Sugden estimated some 2,400
had turned up to celebrate the

. champions and that a battery of pho-
. tographers was in attendance to wel-
come the team onto the pitch. Bas-

‘ Lower Mead Stadium

Wealdstone 3 Trowbridge Town 3

emotional moments at Low,
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ingstoke also sportingly lined up to clap our heroes
onto the field, and then came a moment of anticipa-
tion, according to Mr Sugden, when “skipper John
McCormick and his men ran towards the Elmslie
End stand and kicked gift footballs into the massed
ranks of the supporters™.

In truth, many of the cheap plastic balls sailed over
the stand or were flipped around like balloons as the
game commenced. Still, a nice thought.

Wealdstone won 2-0 at a canter with the only
surprise that the goals came from an Eric Burgess
header and one direct from a corner from the effer-
vescent Terry Dyson. Most of the bumper crowd
(myself included) were hoping that George Duck
would net his 100th goal for the club - in just two
seasons, mind - and | was right behind the goal as his
late volley beat keeper Rafferty all ends up but
smashed against the crossbar (a la Geoff Hurst in

continued overpage >>>



Congratulations — ang
celebrations — as the

mighty ‘Stones move on

By Phil Sugden
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the World Cup Final ) and bounced
down and out. This was more
obviously a goal than Sir Geoff’s,
but referee Jack Flynn of Aylesbury
just laughed and waved play on. He
didn’t even glance across at his
(non-Russian) linesman.

Still, George only had to wait
another three days for his ‘ton’.
| was booked on one of three
coaches to Imber Court, Surrey
(35p return) for the game at
Met Police and this time it was
the Fuzz officials who were left
open-mouthed at the number of
away fans. They were also open-
mouthed as Stones raced into a 3-0

mcél:)res l;\]l} an hour before the start of this game,
ngratulations there certainly were, A battery
come from? L_Lsuall}'_ Jjust one is in attendan-lc[srr)egc!:—r%tmu
muT)- I:hc arend for their faces to be recorded for posterity.
o en the team retired for their usual pre-match pep-talk and re
a;t]r;gstoke side lined up to applaud them as worthy Division O

e crowd (1.912 paid i .
and with season ticket
holders. members and

grapher§ (where did they all
d the team’s triumphant entry

emerged to find the
(South) champions.

= !
nificent saves and i he was

sometimes aided considerably mert at their best and how they

lead after just ten minutes through 4
Duck (hurrah!) with a penalty, Bill
Byrne and a comedy own goal.

By half time we'd run out of
juvenile police jokes, and the
Stones had run out of interest. Though John South,
who'd netted the first own goal, decided to round
things off with another one as the game finished 4-0 to
the champions.

Trowbridge Town away was next on the agenda
and | like to tell Stones’ Ambassador John Morton that

A big crowd w;s at the ‘Champions Homecoming’ game v
Basingstoke - McCormick (left), Duck, and Jim Godfrey all
put pressure on keeper Rdfferty’s goal in the second half

Terry and Derek, who were in dazzling form both in
this game and in the following weelk’s final affair at
Lower Mead. Maybe not surprisingly, both signed for
the Stones that summer!

Striker Terry scored a leveller to Duck’s early goal,
full-back Derek subdued the unsubduable John

on again. Derek was raiding up
the right flank, while Terry wal-
loped in a terrific goal to see
the game finish in a 3-3 draw
and write both brothers’ names

onto Stones manager Eddie

Buests that probably ad
ded ‘up to0 some 2400
waichers) gave them a
champioens welcome.,
Skipper  lohn  McCormick
and fus merry men ran to the
centre line to salute all sides of
the field and them moved to the
Elmslic Road end goal to pay
tribute 1o their Faithfull follow.
ers by kicking gift footkalls into
the massed ranks, Thase who
were lucky enough to capture
one af these balls will have a
momento o pass on to their

by Lady Luck, then that was
s entitlement on the day.

As be said after the game:
“You need four pairs of hands
and two sets of legs against
tlmje T\;’-’cu}dﬂonc fellows™.

: appy day was perhaps
slightly tinged with S.ldll:fss F:’E.r
leading scorer George Duck.,

Big George, %6 goals in all
eames this season and 43 from
the last campaign, needed just
one 10 make it @ ton up. He
banged in shots and headers
from every angle and shortly
befare the end beat Rafferty all

all failed to score is a question
that can only be answersd by
the admirable Mr. Rafferty.
The writing was on the wal)
for Basingstoke when Byme
characteristically burst through
after five minutes and sent Raf.
ferty hurtling across his goal ro
concede a corner, the first of 1§
Wealdstone were to win as their
opponents managed five,

In 15 minutes ‘Stones were
one up. Dyson's comer was
headed across goal by a defend-
er and Erc Burgess, who had
maved in unmarked, was beau-

Presland’s sum- tifully positioned to nod past

ends up with & mighty shot Rafferty,
mer ‘wish list’. -
Neither of

D il which steuclk the nnder.sida af e
,
the Evanses

' Wealdstone clinch title with

out, but that’s :

s:z=. tremendous win at Gravesend

This season-

long tale was all

about the re-

emergence of By COLIN POPE _

Wealdstone Gravesend 0, Wealdstone 2

after almost a
SWEPT ALONG on the tumultous tide of sheer emotion from the massed ranks of their supporters,
Wealdstone turned in a performance of towering ability, a virtuoso display fit for a connoisseur at
Gravesend on Monday to win in glorious style the Southern League (Div. 1 South) championship and

ensure Premier Division football at Lower Mead Stadium next season. .

Henderson and Stones had dropped their first point
in eight games.

Normal service was resumed at Lower Mead three
days later as 7th-placed Bexley United were dis-
mantled 3-0 in front of 2,396 people... the biggest
crowd for a floodlit home league match since
Wycombe visited in the late 1960s. The
incomparable Duck struck all three goals.

And finally, and finally.... a glorious end to the
season in many ways, apart from the result as we
faced Trowbridge again (and the notorious twins)
the following Saturday evening, a game put back be-
cause of the FA Cup Final played that May 4 after-
noon. Liverpool beat New-
castle United 3-0 at Wembley
but undeniably the best game
in the locality was the one

| chose to go and watch him play in goal in the FA
Trophy Final at VWembley that day, rather than travel
down to Wiltshire for the ‘dead rubber’.

Though John doesn’t like to be reminded that his
team - Southern League Champions Dartford - were
pipped 2-1 by Northern Premier League side
Morecambe. That was a cracking game, and it sounds
like the I-1 draw at Trowbridge was also full of inci-
dent although best remembered for centre-back
McCormick breaking his nose after a mid-air collision.
And for maybe the first time that season the best play-
ers on the pitch weren’t from Wealdstone, according
to Colin Pope - they were Trowbridge’s Evans twins,

decade in the
doldrums...
more testing

¢ Stones players are $%%
times were to

i mobbed as they leave th

that kicked off at Lower Mead come of As teferee Mr. M. Jermy, of Woking, blew the final whistle, cveryone of the Wealdstone players were
at 7.30. It was an a.bsolute course, but buried beneath an avalanche of fervent supporters as the pitch becoame a seething mass of people.
belte;psleg'gdsout in front OL_ these rich il Denied success for many seasons, all the heart-aches and disappointments of the past were dissolved
;‘;’)V:s'; dé d du'e zzrlii\’:s::nie't 2::;1‘3;:}?1:” as Wealdstone's fans — the envy of every club in the league — gave vent to their feelings.
8 of skipper John McCormick, forever. Long after the game had ended, players were being enticed half-naked out of the Press Officer Colin
| ¢ 3-1 ahead on th And for all dressing room to take yet one more bow and then came Eddie Prestand’s turn. (gl iRi AT
utwent 5-1 ahead on the ndiora White-faced, and barely ‘able to conceal his joy, big Eddie, manager for only three GAVVTNETONTRT 1=
hour through Duck, Byrne the brilliant, weeks after a splendid season among the action, was literally carried down the tunnel.  57)FESSTIET) FEPSST AN
and Henderson.... until the unforgettable r Amateur Cup victory notwithstanding, this was perhaps *A"::ledsmne’sj finest hour. | SpRepEIAS bést et
. P his is not merely a good "Stones side, but a great one. Gravesend,themselves no mean A o
Evans boys started to tumn it boys of 74. opponents, were finally bothered, and eventually bewitched, by a performance which title-winning day

for sheer skill will go down as one of the finest games ever seen at Stonebridge Road,
‘It was all so neatly a better game and this was the  he opposition is a lot strongér.
summed up in the 62nd form wh:sch took him to Japan  WhAt 15 so impressive, though,
minute by Gravesend with Middlesex Wanderers last 5 the work rate of the whole

tmarm and the onielt swith whish




