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0042 s Lower Mead in August 1985 and were
smitten for life by the heroes in blue °
and white (don't laugh, it has hap- A Celebration of Wealdstone FC
‘ pened). Your Wealdstone-supporting ICIS League Division 3 Champions 1996/97
career would have taken in four rele- P _ ; ¢

gations (two of them voluntary), the 2 5 2 % P - ,
o " loss of two grounds and several million - vy F %" i
' pounds, four years with the club in gL = "' : 2 '

* administration, at least one year fac-
ing the possibility that every match
might be its last, and football so awiful
that those of us brought up on the
exploits of Townsend, Duck or Cordice
could reasonably be reduced to tears
of rage or frustration. The epithet
"Britain's least successful club" was
well-earned indeed. If Wealdstone was
a cat it would be long dead, nine lives
or not.

But against the odds the club
survives;sustained by a small but
supremely devoted band of support-
ers, trying to build a new Lower Mead
in Harrow’s green and pleasant land
which will ensure a long-term future.
Against a background of years of bat-
tles in the boardroom, the courts and
council chambers the performance of
the eleven men on the field has
seemed relatively unimportant. But in
1997 Wealdstone collected their first
trophy for twelve years and though
that may be a single small step back
towards the top of the non-league
game, in symbolic terms it could be a
huge stride along the road to survival
and rehabilitation. Wealdstone are
back? Well, on the way back at least.

This book is the supporter’s record of a
successful 1996/97, along with some
history: Wealdstene's past glories,
recent fraumas and uncertain future.
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THE MATCHES



Weddstone 3 Camberley Town 1
Icis 3 - 17th August 1996
Afendance: 271

The opening leagus fixture started brightly, but the
fallure to take o few early chances let the visitors
back info the game, and a first half goal locked
like it would get the season off to the worst possible
start for the Stones. Cue Fergus Moore to spare
blushes after 70 minutes, with a headed goal from
a cormner kick.

Fergus showed his prowess In the air again & min-
utes later, witht an even better header - again from
a comer- that bulleted into the roof of the net. The
best was yet fo come though, as with time running
out, Terry Hibbert picked up the bdll Inside the cen-
tre circle, went on a jinking run, beat about 5
defenders and the goalkesper and shot Into the
empfy net. It was a fanfastic goal from the best
playet on the field, and | shouldn't think we'll see a
better one this season. It was much better than
Beckham's hi-and-hope goal that had Trevor
Brooking droeling all over his best fweed sports
jacket,

Flackwell Heath 4 Wealdstone 0
lcis 3 - 24th August 1996
Attendance: 190

Would you believe it if | sald that Stones had a
good 20 chances to score, hitting the woodwork 3
times, and the oppaosition had 4 chances, gifted by
an absent defence and an inept goalkesping per-
formance? Maybe net, but I've since heard from a
Flackwell Heath player who couldn’f believe it him-
self!

I's games like this that make you want to go along
way cway and become a menk. Or nun. See you
soon.

Wedldstone 1 Kingsbury Town 0

Guardian Insurance Cup Preliminary Round
27th August 1996

Attendance: 172

Not a match to rememiber, buf at least we kept a
clean sheet for the first fime this season. Although
Stones had plenty of attacks, not many chances
were forthcoming. Indeed the assembled-on-g-
budget Kingsbury side played well in defence.
Things livened up just before half fime s the inept
roferee booked Lee Walker affer ¢ clash between
a Kingsbury defender and his goalkesper. He then

awarded a throw-in, and changed his mind fo give
a Stones corner instead. These sfrange declsions
only served fo wind all the players up.

The second half was marginally better, with a few
moves being put fogether, and once the Stones
had worked out that the Kingsbury ‘keeper dign’t
much appreciate catching crosses under pressure,
a few good chances were creafed, David Ross
had several good shooting opporiunifies, but never
properly connected with the ball. However much
of the play was of a very low standard, and passing
in midfield seemed fo be a forgotten art. The
Stones pressure finally pald off with 15 minutes fo
go as yet another comner driopped to Rudi Hall out-
side the area, who hit a firm shot which the keeper
spilled, the rebound was knocked back towards
goal, was saved well, but the ball popped up and
Fergus Moore nodded towards goal. The ball
seomed over the line when the defender palmed It
away, and the linesman gave the goal

Just before the end Kingsbury had a great chance -

o level, as the Sfones defence went fo sleep. A
cross from the left found their 11 unmarked, and he
headed over from close range.

Although the win was welcome, a betfer team
would have given the Stones real problems on this
performance, and improvements, especially in
midfield, are urgently required,

Shoreham 0 Wedldstone 1
F A Cup Preliminary Round
31st August 1996
Aftendance: 214

*Deft” bn’t aword you hear much nowadays. Only
in footbdil reports, And only with chips. Well if was a
deft chip rom Terry Hibbert from 20 yards in an ofh-
erwise mind-numbingly awful game which sent the
Stones limping through fo the next round of the FA
Cup. We had fo wait unfil 80 minutes had gone
unfil Hibkert's great finish, and most of the game
up unfil then was one of the poorest your humble
correspondent has ever seen, nof fo mention one
of the poorest officials (unnamed in the pro-
gramme). You could say that we piayed down to
their level, but to be falr fo Shoreham, they weren’t
hoof-and-run merchants - it's just that neither side
seemed capable of stringing more than fwo passas
fogether.

The main talking point of the first half was a nasty
injury to a Shoreham player - Hammatt was free on
the right wing. taking the ball fowards goal when
the defender launched himself Into o two-footed
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lunge. Harnmatt did well fo hurdie this rash chal-
lenge, but unfortunately landed on the defender’s
neck. At this point the referee lost control of the
game with an undeserved booking for Hammait,
This Incensed the Stones fans behind the geal, and
we had the unusual combination of beer, referee,
angry players and angry supporfers squaring up fo
each other. It soon bacame cbvious fhat the injury
was serious, and some 15 minutes later we had the
bizarre sight of a Sussex ambulance driving on the
pitch to take nim to hospifal. This incldent didn’t
help the Stones’ confidence, and shortly after this
Lee Walker found himself clear on goal, and for
reasons only known o himself rather than shooting,
he tried o poss to Hommall, who was called off-
side.

In the second half Shoreham had more of the pos-
session, but never redlly did anything with it. One
long range shot which Bonfield furned over, and @
scramble near the end which Bonfield finally
smothered was about it. Stones should have scored
earller In the half when Walker and then Tekkell
had shots cleared off the line, but it was left to
Hibbert to win the game. Wedldstone desperately
need some of last season’s confidence which saw
them play as a team from January onwards. We
also need the strikers to start scoring some goals, as
only Moore and Hibbert seem to know where the
goal s af the moment.

Weddsione 4 Kempston Rovers 0
F A Vase 15t Qualitying Round
8th September 1996
Aftendance; 241

This was an easy win against a very poor side which
could have been many more. Wecldstone didn't
play well and atter having fwo early godis ruled out
were rather forfunate to go one up os the goal was
rather lucky.

Three more goals followed without a great deal of
effort belng put in - the highlight of these being a
volley from the edge of the box from Bryan
Hammatt to lob the advancing keeper.

Report: *Big Steve™ Wright

Weadldstone 4 Hotsham 2 aet
Guardian Insurance Cup 1st Round
11th September 1996

Aftendance: 156

An excellent performance by the Sfones against
last year's league champilons led to a well

deserved victory. Horsham went into an early lead
agalnst the run of play but Wealdstone equalised
to take the match info extra fime.

In the extra half hour Wedidstone scored 3 greaf
goals - including a rare Roy Marshall 26 yarder -
and were denled an obvious penalty by the infa-
mous Mr Robinson who kept his cards in his pocket
for once. Horsham could only nofch up onesmore
and In the end were no maich for the Stones.
Report: *Big Steve™ Wright

Horsham 1 Wealdstone 0

F A Cup st Qualifying Round
14th Seplember 1996
Altendance: 351

In the “proper” cup Wedldstone were unlucky fo
go out in a keenly fought game. The only goal was
a doubiful penaity midway through he 2nd half -
the generdl feeling being that the foul was outside
the areq.

Wedgldstone were an equal matfch for the Div. 2
side and struck woodwork three fimes - the cru-
ellest being an injury time lan Waugh 20 yarder that
the keeper was just able to tum onfe the post.,
Report: *Big Sfeve” Wright

Wedldstone 5 Heriford Town 1
lcis 3- 17th Seplember 1996
Aftendance: 274

A respectable scoreline, although when you con-
sider Hertford tumed up with no goalkeeper and
no physio, they didn't do so badly really. In fact if
took over 60 minutes for the Stones fo finglly make
their supsriority pay. as lofs of good-natured banter
with the stand-in goalkeeper was beginning fo
wedar thin. The lack of first half crosses agalnst a
keeper who never got near the bell, and wasn't
even wearing gloves was amazing. However 15
minutes Intfo the second haif a long cross from
Fraser found Moore en the far post, and his looping
header dropped under the cross bar, and a com-
bination of Hibbert and 2 defenders bundled [t
over the line.

Stones then overran Hertford, with further goais
from Walker, Fraser and | weasn'f really concentrat-
ing on the ofhers.

A Hertford pendily - their only shot on geal - gave
them something to cheer abouf, whiist ining sev-
eral 50 predict-a-score guesses!




Tring Town 0 Wedldstone 3
lcis 3 - 21st Seplember 1996
Alendance: 172

The peinfs today were eamed with some excellent
finishing, and a masterful performance of the back
from Roy Marshall. The first haif saw the Stones con-
stantiy playing the ball high to a very blg and
strong Tring defence. This policy never lcoked like
working. dlthough we had most of the possession.
A great chance fell to Lee Tekkell on the comer of
the 6 yard box, but his left foot shot was hooked so
badly it went for a throw-in. Whilst Tring coped falrly
well af the back, their attacks were limited to a few
igh crosses, and Darren Bonfleld had a good day
in goal, catching everything they could throw at
him.
The opening goal was a cracker from Lee Walker,
as he tasselled with the Tring number 4 on the edge
of the box, he was first onio the loose ball, and hita
great diagonal shot acress Weod in the Tring goal
just inside the upright. Sfones went In at half fime
with a deserved 1-0 lead. During the start of the
second perlod the home team played thelr best
football, without reclly penetrating the Stones
defence. As they pushed forward further, through
balls always threatened to catch them out,
dthough the linesman kept them in the game for a
while. Steve Fraser had 2 shots well saved as Stones
started fo get a grip of the game, and eventually
another through ball found Fraser onside. and he
took it into the box and smashed if past Wood.
The game was wiapped up by Walker, as he broke
clear with the defence again looking af the lines-
man, and he finished easily from 18 yards. Affer this,
Wealdstone took the last 10 minutes easly - all in all
d job well done.

Viking Sporls 0 Wedldstone 2

Middlesex Senior Cup Preliminary Round
24th September 1996

Aftendance: 170

First Half:

To sum up, the person who enjoyed this furgid half
most wos our photographer Colin Bunnar, who wes
stuck at North Acton station for the 45 minutes. His
thanks to London Underground.

Second Haif:

Slightly better, and agalnst a VS team short on skil
but who never stopped frying. Stones managed fo
moko Ihelr possession count. After about 10 min-
Ules, o cross rom the left took the keeper out the

game, and Froser was left with a simple nod in at
the far post, A couple of chances then fell to
McBride and Fraser before Hammatt, on as subsfi-
tute for Bircham, finished a good move in style.
Walton played a nice diagonal pass o him, and as
the ball sat up he liffed it with the side of his foot
over the keeper, who was 6 yards out. Thereafter
the Stones were guite happy to let VS make the
running. and apart from one chance which
Bonfleld tumned round the post, V5§ were huff, but
no puff,

[ts Hendon away In the next round.......

Wedldstone 1 Hoddesdon Town 0
F A Vase 2nd Qudlifying Round
5th October 1996

Aftendance: 258

The scoreline today didn’t reflact Wealdstons's
complete domination of this match, and the fans
went home falking about just one thing - Fraser's
last minute miss - the worst miss I've ever seen in
football . Only some great saves and sioppy finish-
ing kept the Stones out, During the first half a serles
of headers from Hammait and Walker were well
saved, and Mocre put a header inches over from
close range. The visitors falled fe create any good
chances, and Stones were awarded a penalty
after an hour when the lively Fraser, coming on as
sub, was clearly fouled in the area. Walker dis-
patched the spot kick, and the rest of the second
haif was spent looking for the decisive second
oal.
glmough Hoddesdon never looked like scoring.,
you can never be sure at 1-0 up, and so it was that
in the last minute Fraser had the easiest chance to
seftle the matter and perhaps increase his chances
of a place in the starting 11. The result of a great
move saw the baill being rolled across the box to a
completely unmarked Fraser - and with no keeper
to beat, an emply net beckoning, and from no
mote than 2 YARDS out, in the cenfre of the geal,
he side footed it up onfo the bar and out for a goal
kick. The chance was s0 easy that it would be
almost impossible fo repreduce it. Johnson
Hippolyte can now rest easy as the “worst miss” fro-
phy must surely pass to Steve Fraser as of fonight.

The ref blew the whistle shraight away afferwards,

chviously wanfing fo examine Fraser's boots.
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Weoualdstone 1 Aveley 0
lcls 3 - 12th Oclober 1996
Atendance: 286

loday was an fi-tempered game which did noth-
Ing 1o diminish the bad blood between ourselves
und the Essex outfif. After last season’s games
whore Aveley’s players and officials inclted our
funs with 2 fingered salutes all round, thelr support-
015 were s0 excited they even wrote to Loaded
magazine to gloat over the victory, Today's game
ulso saw a constanily whinging Aveley feam and
manager, whose shert tempets eventudlly gof the
holter of them in o last minute brawl.

Iho Stones took some fime to get going today, and
Ihe visifors had the better of the game for the first
(uarter, without really generating o serious
chance. Wealdstone starfed to exert some pres-
e later in the first haif, creating several chances
and comers, The best of these was a nice headed
flick In the box from Hibbert, which Bircham did well
10 accelerate onto, but ballooned over fiom only 5
or 6 yards.

Wedldstone were much the better side in the sec-
ond half, and had a shot cleared from the line
bofore finally making the pressure count. The goal
was a sfrange one - a cross from the leff found
Walker unmarked, and from 12 yards out his loop-
gy header looked like it may go wide of the mark,
hut salled in siow motion Into the far comer as the
keeper went down very lafe, After the goal the
Sitones worryingly falled fo build on the lead, and
lol the visitors back into the game. Forfunately the
cofonce did thelr job well, with Roy Marshall and
lan Waugh having particularly good games. An
Aveley attack shortly before the end was broken
up and a free kick was awarded 1o the Stones for
i obvious push on the defender. This was the cue
for some pushing and shoving, which soon tumed
inlo a free-for-all involving nearly all the players,
GGoalkeeper Daren Bonfield would have been bet-
lor off staying out of if, as being 6'4" and wearing a
luminous orange kit he was an obvious farget for
Ihe referee afterwards. The final whisfle came short-
ly after that, and Aveley’s dozen supporters may
have noticed our players not making rude gestures
10 them .

Lewes 0 Wealdstone 1
Icis 3 - 19th October 1996
Allendance: 160

Ihis was  game that Wealdsfone never really got

hold of, but the home side had very lithe o offer up
front. Several good chances were made in the first
half, but a header from Moore went over, and
shofs from Fraser and Hibbert were dragged wide.
The only other action of note was a 50/50 chal-
lenge from London on the Lewes 4 - a nasty injury
for the Lewes playver who required hospital treat-
ment,

At hdlf fime we had the unusual sight of seelng the
Stones players drink thelr fea and get the team talk
in the centre circle - whether this was punishment
ol because the dressing rooms were too horrible fo
stay in is unknown. Shotfly after the second haif
started Chris Walton came up with the moment of
inspirafion the game needed as he latched onfo a
lofted fhrough ball, took it into the box and round
the keeper fo score afine goal, The game should
have been sewn up well before the final whistle, as
a nice Hammatt fouch leff Walker in the clear, but
he couldn’t finish. Bircham also had on easy shot
from 6 yards, but hif the defender on the line.
Another 3 points foday, and with Tony Smith stand-
Ing In well af centre half, we can’t complain.

Weaidstone 3 Wingate & Finchley 2
leis 3 - 22nd Oclober 1996
Aftendance: 333

It's games like this that make the whole thing
worthwhile. 2-0 down at hdlf time, having squan-
dered a hafful of chances, with Wingate taking
their only chances at goal. Uniike some
Wealdstone teams of the past however, some real
character was shown as the battle was taken to
the visitars during the second haif.

it wasn’t looking good for the Stones as shot affer
shot peppered the hoardings around and behind
the goal and vastly superior possession was wasted
time and again, It reclly looked cs if today’s oppo-
nenfs were turning info abogey slde as a comer for
Wingate wos flicked on, and the ball was buried
into the net, Only 2 minutes after that the
Wealdstone defence disappeared, and Benfield
pulled the advancing striker down. Booking, pendal-
ty. 20,

Just before the half time whistle, Walker saw a
great header saved briliantly as the keeper some-
how palmed the ball over the bar,

Wealdstone came out firing after half time, and put
the visitors under extreme pressure, but really
lacked that telling cross or shot. Fraser got Into
some great positions, but didn’t seem able fo use
that left foot to any purpose. At least until the 65th




minufe, when he crossed frorn the left and Bircham
timed his run superbly to nod home at the near
post, From here on there was only one feam in It -
Walten ran the game from midfield. and passion
occasionally gof the befter of the Stones as book-
ings were handed out regularly, This wasn't helped
by a sloppy referee who seemed to blow at the
lecst physical contact, The pressure had fo fell, and
after a game of ping pong In the box, the ball final-
ly fell to Waiton's feet, and he coolly advanced on
goal and put it away.

Manager Gordon Bartleft cbviously agreed with
fans that it was 3 points or nothing today, and fook
off full-back Massey and sfuck Hammatt up front.
His first fouch was an excellent chance created
from another cross from the left, but his firm header
was off farget. As the Stones poured ferward once
again. with 5 minutes fo go, Hammatt waos relecsed
on the edge of the box, and he kept his compo-
sure fo siot the ball in at the near post, Amidst
manic celebrations on the pitch and teraces, fun-
niest sight was Lee Walker kneeling In the back of
the goal making strange hand gestures fo the
Wingate team. Nof sure what they meant, and
unfortunately no camera foday, so we'll never
know, It was well into injury time when Hammatt
showed some delightful skill by the comer flag - he
turned and danced past 2 defenders, took the ball
info the box, and shot over from a sharp angle
when he maybe should have crossed. He's forgiv-
an for today though.

A thoroughly deserved and thrilling win eases
Stones to the top of the league fonight, aithough 7
bookings fells ifs own fale!

Camberley Town 0 Wedldstone 3
Icis 3 - 26th October 1996
Attendance: 156

The result today was never in any doubt as
Weddstene cruised past Camberley fo record thelr
first "clouble” of the season. The home feam never
looked very comfortable at the back, and if was
Steve Bircham who sfuck a leg out fo a cross-cum-
shot in the fiffeenth minute to open the scoring.
Thetaafter the first half was prefty evenly malched
in terms of possession, but it was good 1o see full
backs Massey and Smith gef forward whenever
possible. The Stones defence shut out the opposi-
tion effactively, and this soid performance af the
back continued into the second haf.

Fergus Moore must enjoy playlng against
Camberley, as on the opening day of the seasen

he scored two headed goals from corners. As
Stones appiied plenty of pressure to the Camberley
goal, another comer from the left affer 60 minutes
was met by Moore, and the goalkeeper and
defender could only wafch as the ball salled high
info the net, Lee Walker's celebrations get sillier
edach game, and we wetre freated to the ball
being shoved up his shirt dlong with some goldfish
impressions. There was redlly only one side In if now,
and only some fine saves kept the score down -
most nofably from Walker and Hibbert shofs. Stones
broke through the opposition defence time and
again, and Bircham got through on goal only to be
met by a crunching fackle from the No. 5. The ref-
eree obviously didn’t like what he sow, and point-
ed to the spot. It has to be said that even the most
ardent Stones fan would be mystified by the deci-
sion, but Walker was in no mood fo show mercy,
and sent the keeper the wrong way.

The last 10 minutes saw the Infroduction of one of
our foreign imports, who has finally received clear-
ance from Her Ma). Croatian Alren Zafi, who used
fo be known by his Greek name of Niko Alrben
(don’t ask me!) came on sporting an Impossibly
short haireut, buf showed little other than his scalp,
Hopefully he'll have ancther chance soon, and for
now Stones can rest happy on fop of the league,
affer a wn of 8 sfraight wins in all competifions. I's
off to Spalding now in search of Vase glory, but s
there any need fo leave at 10am? What are we
going to do for 4 hours before the
HATE s ?

If you're Interesfed, we're mesting af King's Cross
at 10am next Saturday. Scarves optional, beer is
mondatory.

Spdding United 1Wealdstone 1
F A Vase 1st Round - 2nd November 1996
Aftendance: 271

This mafch was spolled by a tolaly inept referee, |
who required a police escort off the pifeh af the
end of the mafch. Mr Culot was the sort of referes
who llkes nothing better than the sound of his whis-
fle, so he made sure he kept blowing it. His igno-
rance of the advantage law, and willingness to
fiourish cards like he was Paul Danlels made fora |
dlisiointed game.

It had starfed perfectly for the Stones, s thelr very
first attack after 2 minutes paid dividends -  cross |
from the left found Walker beyond the far post,
and he nodded back for Hammatt to volley sweet-
ly home, Cnly 5 minutes later Moore headed in
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from & comer, but Mr Culot made the first of his
many misfakes of the afternocn. and disallowed
the goal. Moore had clearly won the ball faitly, but
his momentum from running in had caried him Into
a defender affer the ball had been headed, and
this aaccording to the referee was foul play. He must
have a different law book to other FA officials.

After 20 minutes the ref's assistant saw an incident
which no-one af our end of the ground did, and
Walker was sent off. This changed the whole
match, as the Stones started to play very deep,
and rely on Hammaft up front on the break. For the
rest of the game, the home feam had the majority
of possession, buf the Stones defence coped com-
forfably, Affer 70 minufes the game was there for
the taking as a 3 against 2 attack saw Walton
break with Blrcham to his right and Hammatt
unmarked on the left. He lald the ball off to
Bircham, and as Hammatt screamed for the ball at
the far post he played the short pass back to
Walton, whe fook fhe ball on and inte the defend-
er. Spalding broke sfraight upfleld, and the number
10 Darren Edey swivelled on the edge of the box
and curled the ball past Bonfield for a memorable
goal. At this stage it looked like Stones wouldn't get
back info if, and it was fime for Mr Culof fo show his
skills again. During the first half, Terry Hibbert had
made a pantomime dive in the box, and had right-
ly not got anything for if. Well the back end of that
hotse fried a dive again this time In our box, and
the referee fell for it. Even the home fans were mys-
tified, but justice was done as Bonfleld guessed
right fo save a weak pendity.

FA Vase rules this year mean exfra fime in the first
game, and the extra half hour saw Bonfield make ¢
good save from a free kick, but nof much else in
the way of chances. Mr Culot wasn't quite finished
with his shameful performance though. In the 120th
minute, the ball was cleared from the Stones
penally areq, and a late challenge led to a bif of
pushing and shoving. Rather than using some com-
mon sense and a strong personality, the referee
showed what a weak man he is by pointlessly
showing cards leff and right, sending off Bircham in
the process. This further Incensed an dlready angry
crowd. and even Gordon Bartlett had seen
enough and made his views quite clear, eaming
him an enfry In a crowded notebook,

It's the replay Wednesday, and we can only hope
Mr Culot has had some emergency fuifion, or has
gone back to the kindergarten dufles he's more
suited fo.

Wedldstone 1 Spalding United 2
F A Vase 1st Round Replay - éth November 1996
Altendance: 239 (and the restl)

Stones missed a hatful of chances in what was d
bitterly disappointing evening, A good crowd were
expecting a better performance than Saturday, |
and tee Walker nearly provided the perfect start |
with & near post header from an excellent Massey
cross. Unforfunately this miss was to set the tone for |
the game, as chance affer chance went begging.
Despite looking the team more likely f¢ score, |
Wedaldstone never redlly got a grip of the game,
and the visitors attacked with conviction, although
never locked like scoring. That is until Waugh fried
back pass from the right, the Spalding 10 (again)
intercepted, took the ball around Bonfleld and
pulled it back to a walting striker who easily scored,
How the Spalding fans celebrated, Af lecst | guess
they did when they found out the score, as there
certainly weren't any in the ground.

Stones rolled forward once more, and a through
ball saw Walker's leg gef sandwiched in @ chal- |
lenge, but he limped gamely on after freatment,
Shortly afterwards Massey, who was playing at right
midfield foday, made a run Inside the box, He |

looked to have knocked the ball too far, but the §

Spaiding 4 couldn’t reslst a little fip. and the refer- |
ae gave the penaity, Walker took if, and placed it
beautifully in the top corner. Not much more
action In the first half, and It was no surprise when
minutes info the second Walker imped off, and
Sheldrick came on. Waiton dlso dicn't appear for
the second half, with Jones faking his place.

Shelly will be hoping fo forget this evening quicker
than the fans, as he had the worst game i've sver
seen him play - he lcoked joded and uninferested,
and he'll surely have to do more to get his place
back permansently. Hammatt however had o good
game fonight, and never stopped running, He
came closest fo the second godl when he hit g
grear curler from the edge of the box, but the ball
hit the post, and somehow rebounded to between
the two Stones attackers, and was cleared. Affer
that followed a period of great Stones pressure,
playing with the wind in thelr favour. Hammatt
received the ball with his back fo goal and was
felled by a tackle from the Spalding 4 as lafe as
Great Eastern's Peterborough frain. As he'd
dlready been booked If locked certain he'd have
o go. but asfonishingly the ref waved play on. It's
this sort of ferrible refereeing mistake that tums a
game, and affter Hammatt had some physio, he
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carried on but never really looked the same. During
the second half Hibbert shot over twice, Bircham
had his chances, but a goed save and some way-
ward shoofing kept us ouf.

And 50 fo extra time, and with the prospect of @
Monday night replay looming, a goal out of noth-
ing sealed the tie. The ball was half cleared from
defence. and hooked back In hopefully. The
defence was absent as a good cross fiem the left
was met with an excellent near pest header that
Bonfield couldn’t gat near,

The last 5 minutes saw desperate atfack, and
Bonfield was nearly a hero ¢s he came up for two
corners, and won them both, First a firm header
wis saved by the keeper, then in our final atfack
he met the corner with a deft flick, and it fell to
Marshall § yards out who somehow managed to
volley over, There's only 50 many chances you can
miss when you have fo accept fhat it's not geing
to be your day, and that was the last of them.
Bugger.

Edgware Town 2 Wealdstone 1
Middlesex Charity Cup 2nd Round
12th November 1996

Attendance: 212

Times must be hard ot Edgware - you can tell by
the way the players went bersertk at the end of this
Charlty Cup game. They did a Jig of delight around
the home supporter, who had tumned up In his
droves.

The game Ifself was fairly even, although the Stones
had the betfter chances, especially a diving head-
er from Hammatt which would have been great
had he connected, As It was we had fo content
ourselves with some bad-natured banter with the
Edgwate player Lewin, who had apparenily been
begging the Wealdstone management fo join.
Sorry mate - we've already got an overwelght cen-
fre forward, The home team were sporting no less
than 4 ex-Stones, so It was nice fo see them In
action again - some for the first fime.

Jones got the Wedldstone goal - a fierce shot affer
55 minufes which took a big defiection on its way
in. 10 minutes afterwards Edgware pulled level with
a shot from nothing oufside the box that looped
amazingly over Bonfield’s head. This was either a
huge fluke or an excellent strike.

The game was thankfully decided by a penalty
with 10 minutes fo go, fo spare us yet mere extra
time. The final whistle left players contemplating yet
another year without Middx Charity Cup glory, and

supporters sitting foriom on fhe feraces, weeping
inconsolably.

Hendon 3 Wealdstone 1
Middlesex Senior Cup 1st Round
14th November 1996
Altendance: 163

A poor performance from fhe Stones, and
Middlesex glory hopes are once again dashed
early. Hendon had mostly reserve players, but still
lcoked more likely to score. Stones also rested a
few key players tonight. The first half: fime passed.
Stones goal came from sloppy defending, buf 10
minufes later Hendan scored from a well placed
free kick. It was cold on the tenaces, and extra
fime was the last thing we needed tonight, but nei-
ther team managed anything else during the 90
minutes,

The first half of extra time saw the home team win
the game with a scrappy header, and a goed lob
over Bonfleld. Smith had a chance fo put Stones
back in the game, but missed an open godl The
only other things worth recording are Sheldrick’s
appalling lack of form - last season’s leading scorer
has lookad very poor recently.

Also worth a mention was a fine song from the
massed bank of Hendon faithful - 5 kids singing
"We're going to Cardiff, we're going to Cardiff,
you're not”, Sums it up really.

Weadldstone 1 Southall 0
Icls 3 - 16th November 1996
Aftendance: 276

Just about the only positive thing from this game
was the three points, as Stones nearly contrived to
lose o game that should have been wrapped up
by haif fime. Instead Southall, who started the
game second from bottom of the league, were
unlucky not to score during a tense final 15 minutes.
Chances in the first half fell to Jones and Zefi, who
both had headers close to goal, and as Stones had
nearly all the possession, a goal looked Inevilable.
However the lack of penetfration in cruclal areas,
and the failure to work out the Scuthall offside frap
kept the game goaliess af the break.

10 minutes after the restart, Southall had a rare
break forward, and Marshall scythed the allacker
down as he ran through. The referee gave a free
kick on the edge of the area. Accerding lo Ihis cor-
respondent, who for once was in the fight place to
see the action, Stones were mighty lucky 10 not be
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facing a spot kick. The free kick was famely put into
Bonfield's hands, and as s so often the way in foot-
ball, Wealdstone 2 minutes later had a penalty
themselves as Zefi appeared to be wrestled fo the
greund when he only had fo shoot past the keep-
er. Hammatt put the spot kick away. The final half
hour saw Sfones wilt visibly, although new signing
Pefer Green had a glorlous chance to score on his
debut when he chested down a lovely pass to put
himself in the clear, and from 15 yards out volieyed
wildly over the bar.

Green had come on for Zefi, who unforgivably
threw his shirt fo the ground in a petulant gesture
before he came off. This didn't exactly endaar him
to the fans, and it would be a surprise o see him
play again.

Thereafter Southall had some great chancas to pull
themselves level, but managed fo shcot wide
twice, and ¢ fierce diive from the right rebounded
away from the crossbar. The final whistle put us ouf
of fhis agony, and the players will be grateful for g
rest at the end of their 4th game In a week.

Wedldstone 2 Hornchurch 0
Icis 3 - 231d November 1994
Attendance: 243

Wedldstona's ninth league win on the spin sees us
clear at the top of the fable. and today’s victory
was wen In style against a batiling Homchurch
team. It was only 2 weeks ago that Stones won eas-
lly af Hornchurch, but the visitors looked more inter-
ested today, and actually managed some shots on
goal.

As usual for the Stones these days, the first half was
goalless despite dominating, although Fergus
Moore had a header well saved. Wealdstone
madie most of the affacking, and had over 10 cor-
ners, but the defence always got fo the ball first.
Stewart Jones should have done much better
when dlene In front of goal he could only manage
a feeble shot. The Urchins also had a greaf chance
fo take the lead. but the squandered chance left
dl 11 of their players with hands on heads. Perhaps
the story of thelr season, as the visitor's keeper was
blatantly wasting fime from the 5th minute of the
game.

Early in the second half Fergus should have
opened the scoring when a fiee kick from the left
was headed back across goal by Croad, but his
free header went just over the bar, Peter Green
was starting as centre forward foday, and he had
a much better game than last week, and it was his

header that led to the first goal. Affer about an
hour he headed a cross goalwards, the keeper
could only parry, and Bircham was in the right
place to prod the ball info the top of the net. The
visitors didn’t give up though, and had @ couple of
shofs thaf Bonfleld saved comfortably. The second
goal was a cracker - a beaufiful move started by
man of the match Steve Bircham. His influence
over midfield is cerfainly repaying Bartlett's falth in
him as lost season several fans would have been
glad fo see him go. Nof so now, as he controlled
the ball on his chest in the cenfre circle, then
furned past 2 cppenents, fock the ball on before
relecsing the perfect pass fo Hammalt, He acesler-
ated post the defender and squared a fine pass for
Green to sweep the ball homa in siyle.

The three points foday were eamed with none of
our close rivals playing. and we look forward to the
Christrnas pericd when we play them 4 fimes in 20
days,

Also worth noting foday was the reaction of the
Hornehurch players, Most opponents come in for
some abuse af Wealdstone, and so offen this sea-
son this has been met with V-signs dnd worse.
Good fo see some good-natured banter and smi-
Ing from today's opponents, Oh ond a rarely com-
petent referee - Mr | Trow from Milton Keynes,

Banstead Athletic 6 Wedldstone 0
Guardian Insurance Cup 1st Round
26th Novemnber 1996

Aftendence: 72

45 seconds in. Comer. Bonfield misses. Header, 1-0,
And so It went. A combination of schoclboy-like
defending and shocking lack of fight made
Banstedad look 10 leagues above us. nol one.
Possession was about even, but for every poor
Wealdstone pass, Banstead found a good one,
Their finishing was superb, and Stones were embar-
rassed in every ared of the pifch, including the red
shirfs wee had to borrow froem the home feam.

2-0 at half fime, but only one team came out for
the second half. Sure there were 11 players on
ecch side, but only one team on display. If we'd
baen a horse, they would have shot us midway
through this half, Saving graces? Not many,
although a couple of key players were missing, cnd
it hasn‘t done our goal difference any harm.
Manager Bartlett now haos his work cut out lifting
the team fo “concenfrate on the league”, Simply
woeful.
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Weadldstone 5 Kingsbury Town 0
Icis 3 - 30th November 1996
Aftendance: 313

And Smith must score...

Wedldstone's winning streak continued foday with
a fine display against Darren Bonfisld's former club,
Kingsbury Town, The Stones fook the lead affer only
nine minutes, when Steve Bircham’s cross was
flicked on by Peter Green and volleyed In by Tony
Smith. The second came mid-way through the first
hatf, Steve Bircham bundiing in affer the ball stuck
in the mud In a goal-mouth scramble. Terry Hibbert
scored a fine goal just before haif fime to give us a
30 lead at the break. The resulf wasn't really in any
coubt after that, as the Kingsbury players didn’t
redlly seem fo want fo get

involved. | even starfed fo feel somy for the Grant
Mitchell lookallke goalie. In the second half,
Kingsbury had very few chances, one of which
ended up with their striker shooting not just over the
bar, but over the house behind the goal, too.
Wealdstone's fourth {and Smith's second) came
micway through the second half. Ten rminutes later,
a Kingsbury player handled in the ared, and the ref
gave a penatty. Smith, on a hat trick, grabbed the
ball from Hammatt, plonked it on the spof then
drove it well wide of the goal. Oh, well. The Stenes
wrapped it up about fen minutes from time, when
Paddy McDaid delicately chipped the ball over
the advancing goalie for a grateful Paul Sheldrick
fo nod in an easy goal.

Match report courfesy of Rob Harrdes - many thanks
to him.

Epsom & Ewell 2 Wealdsione 3
Icis 3 - 7th December 1994
Attendance: 129

A tense finish fo a game that should have been
wrapped up well before the end, and Wealdsfone
were grateful to three excellent finishes from Terry
Hibbert. The Epsom team was populated with
many tall players, and crosses Info the Stones area
gave the dafenca problems all affemnoon.

In @ bright start Wealdsfone took the lead after 15
minutes, as Smith broke down the left, beat the
defender to get to the line, and his cross found
Hibbert in the right position. Although Wealdstone
always looked the dominant side, Epsom broke
quickly 10 minutes lafer, and a high cross that
Bonfield should have perhaps come for was mef
with a finm header that found the comer of the net.

The home team also had a chance when the ball
wasn't cleared from a corner, but the shot dipped
Just over the bar. As Stones continued fo pressure
the home team, Waiton hif a fierce shof straight af
the keeper, before Hibbert put the Stones back
info the lead, with a superb low shot from the edge
of the box - the keeper got a hand to it but i sfil
went into the comer,

Just before half time Hammatt was put through,
only to be scythed down by the defender. It wasn't
the referee’s last strange decision of the afterncon
when he gave the free kick but didn't even speck
to the offender.

Stones started the second half looking dangerous,
and it was no surprise when a neat move between
Peter Green and Hibbert resulted in the third Stones
goal. The finish was alse first class - a great shot
inside the near post from 10 yards. The game
should have been wrapped up when Hammaft
was clearly fouled inside the areaq, buf neither refer-
ee nor his asslstant made the chvious decision, and
the game confinued. Moore could have finished
matters when clear through, buf blasted over,
Epsom then scored the goal that ensured a tense
final 20 minutes. Once again it was ¢ high cross -
from a corner - that was headed back towards
goal and the striker had another free header to
score,

Wedaldstone absorbed some Epsom pressure from
then on, but Walker who had just come on should
have done better from a great Hammeatt cross, but
shanked the bal wide. Bonfleld fortunalely caught
most of the crosses that came towards him, and
the performance today certainly deserved the 3
peints in our eleventh consecutive league win.

Wedldstone 2 Clapton 0
Icis 3 - 14th December 1996
Aftendance: 254

2-0 is no reflection on this cracking matfch, as
Stones were rampant today and should have won
by far more. As it was we had fo walt unfil the
moment of the season so far - an own goal with &
minutes to go - before the points were wrapped
up.

It was looking good for the twelfth league win in a
tow aatly In the first half, as Hibbert and Smith shot
wide with the geal gaping. and o fierce Walton
strike was parrled by the keeper, Stones kept creat-
ing chances all through the half, but were lacking
a killer instinct, and the poor Clapton defence
waere let off the heok fime and again. Indeed they
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nad fo resort to dirfy tactics, and plcked up several
bookings for late tackles during the game. The
Clapton number 3 was particularly lucky fo stay on
the pitch after 2 rash challenges in quick succes-
sion. Bryan Hommatt locked very shamp today, and
it was him that sef up a beauty of a fiist goal. With
45 minutes on the clock, Hammatt made @ run
down the left wing. and timed his pass fo Hibbert
running inside him perfectly. Hinbert clipped the
ball superbly from fre narrowest of angles over
Drake in the Clapfon goal, 1-0,

Clapton had cne good spell in the entire game - it
only lasted 2 minutes but brought 3 fine saves from
Bonfield, including an amazing tip over when a
header looked destined for the far comer. This was
when the score was 00, but ¢t geal for the oppost-
fion would have been o fravesty.

The second haif continued the Siones’ accom-
plished perfermance, and we never looked in frou-
ble, although certainly should have put the game
beyond doubt before that fabulous ©G. Smith had
2 great chances to score when inside the box, but
failed to hif the target, and Hibbert might have
scored the goal of the season with o volley from
the edge of the box, but It went straight to a grare-
ful keeper who beat It away. As Stones put the
Clapton defence under intense pressure, a hall
dlong the edge of the box was surprisingly knocked
back fowards the keeper by the Clapton 7. It cer-
tainly surprised the keeper, who made a pan-
fomime-horse Kick in an attempt fo clear, missed,
and the ball rolled slowly, wickedly and marvelious-
ly over the line into the net. Cue mgjor celebration,
consternafion on the Clapton side, and a big
Thank You to that number 7.

After this Wealdstene may well have increased the
lead, as Hammalt was unlucky to hit the post with
Ihe keeper well beafen, and Petfer Green should
have got his free header on target with 2 minutes
to go. Clapton didn't mount one serious attack in
the second half, and Walton and Bircham had
bossed the midfield for most of the 90 minutes.
Affer the match a relleved Wedldstone chairman
Paul Rumens kepf his wallet in his pocket. as his
promise to refund anyone who had falled fo be
entferfained didn't need fo be taken up - a fine
performance, and an enjoyable affernoon,

Dotking 0 Wealdstone 7

Associate Members Trophy 1st Round
17th December 1996

Aftendance: 74

First things first, Dorking were lucky to get nene.
Hopeless up front, clueless in midfield and laugh-
able af the back, they were by some margin the
worst team we've seen this season, That Stones
only scored seven was down to some fruly awful
finisning - it redlly should have been twelve or more.
It was no wonder the ground resounded to the
sound of slence s the home fans knew what to
expect on a damp and misty evening. The Dorking
side fafled to mount a serous attack in the entfire 90
minutes, and gave us some hilarlous mements kick-
ing at thin alr, planting free kicks straight into fouch,
etc. efc.

Copper haired Colin Bunner found his way fo the
ground courtesy of a map supplied from an oblig-
ing Dorking “fan”, who should now draw another -
of the pifch - fo help her players. For the record the
score was 240 af half ime, Goals were as follows
Hammatt - had ages in the areq, and scored easily
Hammalt - great Hibbert tackle in the area gave
simple scoring opportunity

Moore - free header from a comer

Walker - Smith put nice cross over, and Walker
headed the ball and keeper into the net

Sheldrick - first touch after coming on, all alone 18
wards out, shot into comner

Smith - great work by McDald put Smith in clear
Hammatt - shot after nice McDaid pass

There were af least 5 other shofs with just the keep-
er fo beat that went saiing over, and what looked
aclear penally turned down, The poor Dorking No.
1. having his fist game for the ciub, diso made a
couple of fine saves. Marshall and Hammatt
picked up silly bookings though.

Engulrles were made whather the home team fan-
cled a return game - against the Wealdstone
under-10side,

Brainiree Town 2 Weddstone 0
lels 3 - 21st December 1996
Aftendance: 394

In the end Braintree were worthy winners, but for
the most part the two sides cancelled each other
ouf. Chances were rare, and the first good oppor-
tunity of the half fell o Wealdstene, as a Hibbert
cross was met by Pefer Green with a firm header,
tioped over the bar by the home keeper,
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The hdif ended with Braintres failing to score when
put through whilst looking clearly offside - the shot
came back off the post, hit Bonfield's head and
was eventually gathered by the keeper.

Stones fooked content fo play out a 0-0 draw, but
that always looked a risky policy, with the home
side looking dangerous in atfack. So it proved
when what looked like a defensive slip mid-way
through the second half let an attacker through.,
and he made no mistake with his shot. Hammatt
up front fried to no avail against a strong defence,
and the infreduction of Walker for an ineffectua
Green didn’t help much. The game was secled up
with @ nice move slicing the Stones defence wide
apart, and a flerce shot left Bonfield with no
chance,

On this evidence Braintree are the team to beat in
this division, and we'll be looking for @ more posi-
five performance In the forthcoming home fixture,

Wedldstone 3 Flackwell Heath 0
lcls 3 - 25th January 1997
Aftendance: 324

After Wedidsfone’s enforced 5 week break with no
competifive football, he players were looking a bit
rusty, but always too strong for tfoday’s visitors.
Revenge for the unbelievable 4-0 defeat earlier in
the season came in the form of Hammatt, Walker
" and Hibbert goals. A bright start led to the first goal,
as the Flackwell number 5 made himself lock a bit
stupid as he failed to clear, and Hammatt leapt
onto the loose ball and rounded the keeper to
score into an empty net, The rest of the half was
pretty dire. with passes going astray all over the
place.

A Flackwell shot was the opening action of the sec-
ond half, which Bonfield parried, and then man-
aged fo scramble fo before the advancing for-
ward. This was the visitor's first, and last, real
chance however, as the Stones starfed fo play
some neater foofball, with Tony Smith atways look-
Ing dangerous on fhe left wing. As the Stones
mounted more and more pressure, one of @ suc-
cesslon of corners from the left finally found the
head of Lee Walker, who made no mistake, The
third was @ gem, as Smith beat a defender and
squared the ball fo Terry Hibbert on the edge of the
box, who in one movement fumed and curled the
ball beautifully into the roof of the net. Theraafter
there were several more great chances fo increcse
the lead, but fhe game was soured when the refer-
ee declded that lan Waugh had dived in at the

ball ¢s he was dribbling through midfield, and sent
him off for his second bookable offence,

As Roy Marshall was suspended for the game
today, Gordon Bartlett had strengthened the
squad with ex-scummer Paul McKay, who had a
solid afternoon at the back,

Wedaldstone 3 Bracknell Town 1
Associate Members Trophy 2nd Round
28th January 1997

Attendonce: 120

An accomplished performance saw Stones out-
class the opposition from mid-table In the ICI5 2nd
division, and ended up cruising Info the next round
of the only frophy we're sfil In. Great possession in
the first half didn’t bring any reward, as Hammatt
particularly caused the Bracknell defence constant
problems. He came closest to finally scoring in the
lost minute of the half as a good cross from Sterling,

playing well in left midfield, was mef by a Hammatt -

header, but the keeper made a good save.

As s0 offen this season, the deadlock was broken
early in the second half. as a nice move ended
with Walton making ground into the areq, puling
the ball back to Sterling, who had the simple tap in.
Mere pressure paid off shorfly afferwards os anoth-
er low cross from Sterling was well finished by Lee
Walker, lunging forward to stab the ball home.
Walton, who had been poleaxed shortly earller
had to go off, and on swaggered Stewart Jones.
He made an immediate impact, bursting (1) into
the area onto a through ball, He knocked it down
with his chest, and just as he, Hammatt and the
keeper were converging on the bal, the Bracknell
2 saw his chance and poked it pass his team-mate,
and the ball rolled slowly over the line,

The consolaficn goal came with 5 minutes to go, as
Bonfield saved a shot diving fo his right, and spliled
the ball to the aftacker's feet,

Heriford Town 0 Wedldsione 2
Icls 3 - 1st February 1997
Altendance: 245

Injury hit Stones introduced new bey Simen Gamer
foday. Gamner has come via Blackburn Rovers
{(when they were good), Wycembe (hatful of
goals) and more latterly a short break in one of Her
Mqj’s hotels. He certainly did enough on this awful
pitch though, including setting up the vital first
god.

In a dreadful first half neither side coped with the
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extremely bumpy surface, although Lee Walker
made himself the best chance of the half as he
pounced onfo a through ball, nodded if past the
keeper, but hit the side nefting as he shot under
pressure from a defender,

Herfford looked a lot more inferested in the second
haif, and the Stones needed another classy Roy
Marshal performance at the back fo keep genuine
chances to a minimum. Wealdstone were having
problems controling the ball in midfield, and once
again missed the influence of Chris Walton. It need-
ed a moment of inspiration to produce something,
and Garner showed some class with a fine ball
fhrough fo Hibbert, who rode a tackie and was left
with only Bozier in the Hertford goal to beat. His
shot was well saved, but Lee Walker was once
again on the spot fo knock in the rebound,

Far from seeing the Stones capitalise though, this
hercaided Hertford’s best spell of the game, and
Bonfield was sfranded as a long range volley hit
the crossbar and went behind, Tony Smith came
on and made a great run Inside the box, but his
cross was too weak fo frouble Bozier. A great Lee
Walker header had hit the bar before Sterling, play-
ing well once more, cut inside from the leff, and his
right faot shot fo the inside post left Bozier locking
confused as the ball rolled past him info the net.
There was no way back after this, which counfs as
a good win in difficutt conditions. They say this sort
of pifch Is a great leveller, but you couldn'f say the
word "level” in any connection with this pitch.

Wealdstone 4 Met Police sponsored by
McDonalds 2

Associate Members Trophy 3rd Round

&th February 1997

Aftendance: 155

If only every fime you slag off a player he tums in a
performance like this, watching football would be
so much easler. | must admil to not thinking much
to the talenfs of Peter Green (although | did like
Fleetwood Mac when he was there), but the first
haif of this game furned into the Peter Green show-
case.

Green may have a fair run in the team, s we sow
Lee Walker hobble inte the ground on crutches,
having broken a bone in his foot wilh the last kick
of the game last Saturday, He'll be out for weeks,
5o a good chance for a big centre forwaid fo
stake a claim. Sfep forward Marco van Green.
Before 10 minutes had been played, the ball was
slipped to him just inside the box. With his back fo

goal, his first fouch knocked the ball up, and he
swivelled past a defender, and ¢ the ball dropped
he volleyed the ball superbly into the back of the
ret. Several fans had to be frected for sore chins as
their jows dropped to the ground, but more was o
come, Only o few minutes later Green received
the ball just oufside the box, and hit a great shot dll
dlong the ground which went In af the near post.
The keeper did go down a bif slowly, but another
fine godl. Still the boys in blue (er yelow aciually)
hadn’t gof near our goal, and after 25 minutes
Green was there again. His shot from 25 yards out
locked fo me fo be going well wide, but if sfruck
the enormeus number & (who had the mebility of a
police fraffic cone) and deflected in. To my eyes, a
clear own goal, but maybe we should give Green
his hat frick,

The game from then on locked fo be just diifting
on, but Stones had had several chancss to score
the fourth when with 20 minutes to go the
Wealdstone defence failed to clear, and as
Bonfleld ran out fo challenge, the ball broke free fo
the shiker who scered info an empty net. The dan-
gers of sittihg back were obvious when a couple of
minutes lafer a goed move down the Stones left
sow d shot well placed past Bonfield. The thought
of exfra time was all toe much for Hommatt, as in
the next Stones attack his skil in the pendity area
fook the ball away from a defender, who just
clipped his heels. Hammatt scored the spot kick
himself, and that was that,

New player today af the back was Whelan who
had a sound game. If this unusual strengthening of
fhe squad continues we'll have fo seriously consid-
e promoticn this year. It's bound fo end in feqrs
though - It aways doeas. Ako worth mentioning was
the compliments from the Met's 3 who enjoved o
quick chant of *Burger King Burger King” as they
are quite strangely sponsored by the Big Mac.

Wedldstone 7 Tring Town 0
Icis 3 - 8th February 1997
Aftendance: 316

Tring Town have beaten Hariow and Braintree on
their fravels this season, but have lately run info
financial problems. Paul Burgess i their new man-
ager, and fo say he has some way to go bullding a
new team is an understatement. They were hum-
bled foday by rampant Wealdsicne, who handed
ouf a football lesson, and ended the game knock-
ing the ball around whilst Tring chasad like headless
chickens. This was the Stones best performance so
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far this year, all the more satisfying given that
Walker, Walton and Waugh were out with injuries.
Things locked promising as scon as we saw the
Tring number 5, a man of enormous proportions
who looked ready fo burst out of his shorts at any
moment. He aiso played like a man with house
bricks instead of feet, and he wasn’t the enly one.
5 minutes gone, and the score should have been
2-0, as first Hibbert and then Green missed great
chances set up by excellent crosses from Garmner,
Finclly Hibbert ran af the defence, sliced through
the box, and hit a fierce shot info the corner. A few
minutes later Petér Green was played in, ran on
and slotted past the keeper nicely. It was com-
pletely one-way traffic by now, and the score at
haif time should have been 6-0. We had o sellle
for 3-0, as a superb passing move saw Sterling
release Moote on the leff, and his cross was paried
by the keeper straight onto Tony Smith’s head and
the ball rebounded into the net.

The second haif saw the visitors lose any fight they
might have had left, as chance after chance was
created through a pedestrian defence. It was
Bryan Hammatt who finally swept the bail home for
the fourth, after a bif of Ping-Pong In the area,
Hammatt also set up Green with some clever think-
ing - as Tring fook a throw In a few yards from thelr
gocHine, Hammatt nipped in and hooked the ball
over the head of the defender, and it landed in
the perfect place for Green to nod In,
Unfortunately, despite belng only 6 yards ouf, com-
pletely on his own, with a stranded goalkeeper, his
header was feeble, and fickled onte the post and
wass cleared.

This was only a brief let off though. as the Tring goal
was under siege, and It was finally Gamer who
tapped In affer af least 3 shots had been blocked
or scuffed. Terry Hibbert nearly scored a memo-
rable god as he ran from haifway, and faced with
the last defender fouched the ball one side and
ran around the other, and his shot was clipped
inches wide of the post, Dominic Sterling got on the
score sheet again for number 6, and Hammatt
rcunded things off with a nice volley Info the cor
ner.

So a great game finished with everyone in blue
smiling, and the four Tring supporters who made
the frip and stoed In misery for the whole game
without even a chance to enjoy must hope for
wholesale team changes If they're not o sliip fur-
ther down the league.

East Thurmock United 0 Wealdstone 1
Icis 3 - 15th Febiuary 1997
Aftendance: 209

Qver the last few yvears I've seen dozens of games
like this. The teams largely cancel sach other out,
and this makes for a poor 90 minutes, with chances
few and far between. Sc many fimes in the past
the Stones have thrown it away at the end - this
season it was the Stones, rather than the opposi-
fion who won the poinfs right at the end,

The Essex club [s without doubt one of the strongest
in this league, and most of the game was spent
battling In the midfield area. There were some
fierce tackles flying around, and today's referee
didn’t exactly excel himself. Having praised the
Thurreck defence, they didn’t create one good
chance up front, and Bonfield had little fo do other
than claim a few high crosses. It wasn't until well
into the second half that Wedldstone finally starfed
playing up to their league position, with Simon
Garner af the centre of all the gooed moves.
Hammatt, who was unusually subdued today, wes
played in by a glorlous Gamer pass, and he took
the ball around the keeper only to shoot straight at
a defender lying on fhe line. Green prodded the
rebound over. After a period of 10 minutes of domi-
nation, the game lecoked fo be heading for a
scoreless draw. However Garner's class cnce more
created a neat pass in the box, along the floor,
and Hammatt stole o yard fo lash a superb shof
into the reof of the net.

Cue major celebrations from players and support-
ers allke, and In a reverse for the Stones, some play-
ers fried to invade the tenaces. | was graced with a
hug from Dominic Stering, and | shan't wash for a
week,

This grim place must breed middle-aged psychos.
After last year's confronfation with Frank Bufcher,
this year it was Michael Caine's turn fo stand at our
end offering: *I'm here If you want me.” Sad old
bastards.

Weddstone 6 Braintree Town 0
Iels 3 - 18th February 1997
Aftendance: 411

Without a doubt the best Wealdstone performance
I've seen for many years, and a night to savour for
everyone who has stayed loyal to the blue & white
quarters. The team from that nasty fown in Essex
came swearing and gesturing, and left as gutless.
miserable creatures who Just didn’t have the stom-
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ach for it,

To say that the Stones were “up for it" is pulfing it
mildly, os we cutclassed fitle pretenders Braintres in
avery area of the pltch, Wedaldstone spirit was per-
sonified by captain Fergus Moore, a man who If
cuf, would bleed blue & white guarfers.

A big and nolsy crowd greeted the feams, but as
soon as the game kicked off there waos only one
feam in it. Stones were fierce in the tackie, and
played some stunning football up front. The game
recily could have bsen 10-0, and before the first
god went in there had been 2 desperate goal-ine
clearances. Finally Bryan Hammatt pounced on @
ball that had come via a bicycle kick into the box
and finished clinically. Braintree had their first and
last sniff at goal shortly after, but the offside flag
spolled the party.

This spurred the Stones on, and were well worh the
goal that Marshall scored just before half time. As
the ball came out from a corner, Bircham raced
forward fo cross with venom. About 8 players in the
box jumped, but fhe ball soared over to the incom-
ing Stenes’ cenfre back, who flew like an exocet fo
head In beyond the far post,

The third goal, a grear teuch from Temy Hibbert
kiled off any fight left in the men from Essex, and
they simply gave up the ghost. Their players looked
like kids on their first day in “big school” - fright-
ened, lost sheep just wanting fo run home fo
mummy.

Stones were running riot, and threatened to scere
every time they came forward, It was 4-0 when o
long range drive from the possessed Fergus Moore
was pared by the porfly keeper, but Carner was
on the spot to knock the baill in. A couple of good
saves kept the score down unfil Hammatt jinked
past defenders and pulled the ball across for
Garner fo tuck away. By this fime the Braintres
teamn was In disarray, desperate for the game fo
end, and second to every loose ball. Tony Smith
mace It six as he advanced unchallenged inte the
box and hit a shet through the crowd which the
defender could only help into the net.

After the game, the Braintree travelling army
climbed Info the back of thelr Flat Panda. and kan-
garooed off info the night.

It's worth running through today’s team. heroes all:
Darren Bonfield - made one save from a header,
but grateful for a quiet day

Tony Smith - beat players with ease, and looked
Interested throughout

Dominic Sterling - showed skill & commitment - a

great signing

lan Waugh - had a superb game at the back.
tackiing like his Ife depended on It

Fergus Moore - inspirafional, tackling like his life and
everyone else’s depended on It

Roy Marshall - majestic at the back, breaking up
aftacks before they got going

Paul McKay - surely the find of the season. Ran the
game from midfield

Terry Hibbert - ran rings around bewildered
Braintree for 90 minutes

Simon Garner - always in the right place, and
showed plenty of pace!

Bryan Hammait - excellent game, linking up with
Garner supsrbly

Steve Bircham - gefs better every game, and cen-
fral to the midfield domination

Aveley 1 Wedldstone 1
Icis 3 - 1st March 1997
Aftendance: 174

Poor game, and yet another bad fempered one
against this sporfing town from the nicer part of
Essex.

35 mins; Great Bircham run and goal

45 mins: Excelient Bonfield save

60 mins: Cynical kick from Aveley 5 on Hammatt off
the ball goes unseen and unpunished by ref or
asslstants

70 mins: Good headed equaliser

75 mins: Absolufely clear penally amazingly fumned
down by ref as McKay Is clipped inside box

95 mins: Substitute Green should have wrapped the
peints up when through on godal, but shot saved by
keeper

every 5 mins: fight breaks cuf on pitch

Wedldstone 2 lewes 1
leis 3 - 8th March 1997
Attendonce; 306

An important 3 points, but this game will be
remembered for a disgraceful performance from
referee Mr N Roper, We can dll accept that stan-
aards of referees in the ICIS &rd won't be of Premier
List quality, but we still expect a level of compe-
tence and consistency.

The visitors didn't look cs bad os thelr league posi-
fien suggests, but Stones looked comfortable early
on a5 Simen Gamer from 2 yards out opened the
scoring. Shortly affer Fergus Mcore headed goal-
wards from close range, and the keeper could only
flap it into the net. It was affer this that late tackles

28

H

"Look at this girls




starfed flying around from the Lewes team, with the
ref seemingly incapable or unwilling to take any
action. Lewes got back Into the game when a tus-
sle on the cenfre circle ended with Massey on the
fleor and the Lewss player through on goal. His inl-
fial shot was saved, but he scored from the
rebound,

Stones applied all the pressure In the second half,
but some awful finishing made it a fense finksh. Both
Hammaft and Marshall should have scored from
free headers buf they both sailed over the ber. A
Lewes atfack saw Bonfield collect the ball, and the
studs of the number 9 down his leg. He required
lengthy freatment, but bravely carried on. The ref-
eree fook no action for this lan Wright-style chal-
lenge.

The Stones kept coming forward, and Paul McKay
had chances to seal the game up - great control In
the area opened up a shooting chance, but he
fired wide. He nearly made amends with a great
curling shot from outside the area, which came
back off the crossbar,

However the game was o end In controversy, as
affer 10 minutes of injury time a final Wealdstone
attack led fo a cross from fthe left which Fergus
Moore jumped for together with a Lewes defender.
A small scuffle broke out, but was a classic *hand-
bags at 10 paces”. The referee, once again
nowhere near the action, unbelievably booked
Moore for the second fime, and he was sent off.
The Lewes player received no punishment. This was
typical of Mr Roper's performance, and ensured
him a well-desenved hostile reception as he left the
fleld after the final whistle. (The WFC web site fully
supports Danny Baker in his comments on referees -
he should fry waiching ICIS football If he thinks the
refs, he sees aren’t up fo much)

Bizarre fact of the day was Lee Walker wandeting
around the ferraces, nofebook in hand, asking
everyone who thelr favourite Spice Gl was, Why?
Answers on a posicard plecse.

Wingate & Finchley 0 Wedldstone 3
Icis 3 - 15th March 1997
Altendance: 550

For 60 of the Stones fans In the ground, the day
had started early with o 9am meet at Harow &
Wealdstone station. As we sef off on the same
route as the walk to Fisher in 1992, the sun came
out which mads It @ warm journey, unlike Fisher
when there was ice underfoot. |t took about 3
hours in all, with remarkably few people lost fo pubs

en route. However Sfones chairman Paul Rumens
hasnt been seen since ducking info a cafe in
Hendon, The warmth of the moming was matched
by fhe reception from the officlals ot Wingate &
Finchley, who applauded us into the ground, and
insisted on ftaking pictures to commemorate the
joumey. I'd like to compliment our hosts for thelr
warm hospitality, and hope we repaid it with our
good behaviour and large amounts of money
passing over the barl This is in marked contrast to
nasfy little holes like Fisher or Herlow where the
clubs are anything but welcoming, and it's no coin-
cldence there has been frouble there in years
gone by,

In the end today’s score reflected the fact that
Wealdstone were the superior team and won com-
fortably, although a penalty miss made the
Wedldstone walkers sweat In more areas than just
thelr aching feet. The first chance of the game was
a lob hit sweefly by Sterling. which hit the crossbar
with the jovial and rofund keeper grasping af fhin
alr. Whilst Bonfield was rarely troubled In goal,
Stones had difficulty penetrating a well organised
defence.

However the game turned when Hammatt was
clean through on goal affer 30 minutes, but was
tripped by the Wingate 5. The referes, pethaps a
bit harshly, interpreted the law to the lefter, and
sent the offender off. Although Hammatt's penalty
was weak and ecsily saved, Wealdstone’s extra
man was dlways going o frouble the home feam.
As that 5th bottle of Bud was having its say, a cross
shot from Hibbert was apparently helped info his
own nef by the Wingate number 8, and Stones
went into the break one up. The second half saw
the home team play a rigid offside trap, which
Hammatt and Green got caught in time and
again, Green, who wasn't playing well, made
amends as he was on the near post to convert a
cross with a firn header. As the game was diifting
fowards the end Hibbert conjured up one of the
besf godls I've seen at any level this season, Fergus
Moore found himself deep in the Wingate box, he
pulled the ball back to no-one in particular, and
the ball was cleared. Hibbert picked up the ball
about 35 yards frem gedl, glanced towards godl,
flicked the ball up with hls first fouch and then hit o
perfect looping volley high over the keeper info the
far corner. Suddenly my feet ached less, the sun
came out, and all was well with the world, Isn't this
how football should be?
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Egham Town 1 Wealdstone 2
Associate Members Trophy 4th Round
18th March 1997

Afiendance: 140

Onwdrds into the semi-finals of the Asscciate
Members Trophy, and it should have been a com-
fortable victery but the execution didn’t match the
vision. In the end, after yet ancther appaling refer-
eeing display, it was a relief to hear tha final whisfle
after an amazing 10 minutes of Injury fime. Where
this ime came from was just one of this evening's
ref crazy declsiens.

The home side came out sfrongly, and a fired look-
ing Stones side were under pressure early on. This
culminated in a sloppy clearance belng returned
fo an unmarked defender, who slotted the ball
under Bonfield. Wealdstone woke up affer this, and
completely dominated the rest of the half, ouf-
classing their often clumsy division 2 rivals. Terry
Hibbert, who once again stood out as our out-
standing player, was af the centre of all
Wealdstone attacks. His superb run frem 40 yards
ouf culminated in a fierce shot which deserved a
goal, but came back off the post. However a nice
pall back in from the rebound found Peter Green
whose somewhat scuffed shot went in. Only a few
minutes later defensive confusion gave Bryan
Hammatt a simple header on the far post, which
he not exactly confidently nodded past the keep-
et

Greeny also had a fair penalty appeal turned
down during the fisst half, as the Egham number 2,
horribly confused for not the first time In the
evening wos frying to shepherd the ball back to
the keeper but lost his way. Green nipped in and
appeated to have been tripped by the keeper,
but the ref gave a comer - maybe as consolation.
Also worth noting this half was some stunning ball
play from Roy Marshall, a magnificent centre back
not exactty known for his clese confrol. After anoth-
er Stones aftack he found himself chasing the ball
out to the comer flag. and somehow manager to
beat the defender and curl a supetb cross in that
beat the keeper, but was just cleared.

Although it looked like the game had more goals
to come in the second half, the Stones were guilty
of some criminal finishing, most especially Hibbert's
header from S yards which he somehow put wide
with the godl at his mercy. The home team certain-
ly threatened with some excellent pacy comers,
but the defence coped well with most of thelr
affacks, Stones also had lofs of comers in this peri-

od, but seaemal lo lack ideas and variation, The
game should dafinitely been wrapped up with
about 18 minules fo go when a cross saw Dominic
Stering go dowin after a clear shove in the back.
This looked to 1im and 90% of the rest of the crowd
an obvious pendlly, buf neither ref nor his "ass” saw
It. Where do thuy find them? This was one of many
odd decisions Inlerspersed through the second
haif. One of his tilher howlers saw Sterling on afine
run just bredking past the lost tackle, In great posi-
fion. only o gal houled back so wonderref could
book one of fho | gham players for one of the earli-
ef, innocuouslooking challenges. So instead of a
player through on goal we had a free kick 40 yards
from goal. Gredl dvantage ref!

For the last 5 minutes {(+ that 10 minutes of added
fime) the ball wow Just hoofed from one end to the
other. and it pul us out of the misery of pofential
exfra fime when Ihe ref's watch finally caught up
with GMT.

Oh just a speclal mention for the Egham number 2, .

a piayer who obvicusly wanted to be anywhere
but on a football pitch last night. It's been a while
since I've seen o semipro qulte so pissed off with
life as he was. OK so he wasn't much good, but
why make him captain?

Wedldstone 4 East Thurrock United 1
leis 3 - 25th March 1997
Aftendance; 302

Jimmy Greaves had It right. Football really IS a
game of two halves. If tonight’s first half had gone
on until sunrise, the Stones wouldn't have scored.
Devoid of Ideas and lacking in passion, crosses
from deep were censistently dealt with by a
Thurrock clefence who locked as big and capable
as they had severdl weeks earler. Stones had the
mdjority of possession, and the visitors didn't really
threaten much. As the crowd, such as It was, was
beginning to doze, Stones concedad a farcical
own goal. As the ball bounced up deep in the box,
Bonfleld clearly shouted for it, Marshall, the closest
defender directed a header back towards goal
intc the area Benfleld had Just leff, and the ball
rolled slowly info the net. In the absence of any
supporters, a lene howling rang cut from the
Thurock bench. The half fime team falk must have
been an inferesting ene, with phrases including fin-
gers and arses, but if seemed o do the job. Stones
started playing some football, and Gamer was an
Increasing Influence., With the pressure mounting.
Hammatt was fripped in the box, and missed his
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second penalty in 10 days. It was struck fimly, but
right at the keeper who did well to prevent a
rebound. However Wealdstone weren't to be
denied as a great move down the right saw
Garner get into the box and draw the kesper just
before poking the ball across to Hammatt to score
info the empty net.

The next attack saw a Meore header from a comner
saved, and his follow-up shot was scrambled from
the line by what looked lke the arm of a defender,
However shortly afterwards Stones fook the lead,
when for what was once a quality deep cross
caughi the defence out, and Hammatt difted in
at the far post, He still had a lot of work to do, but
his side-footed volley inte the ground went past the
keeper Info the opposite corner of the goal. By
now the blue & whife quarters were unstoppable,
and the fight cozed out of the Thurrock men. A left
wing cross found the head of Terry Hibbert - his first
effort was saved, but he managed to prod the ball
in from the rebound,

With a couple of minutes left Hammatt bundled
into the box, and the ball ran loccse to the well
placed Paul McKay. He continued his rehabllitation
from scummer fo Sfone as he nefched his first goal
with a neat shot off in off the post.

If we play like this again I'll be expecting a refund
for half the enfrance fee.

Wedldstone 0 Harlow Town 2
Icis 3 - 5th April 1997
Aftendance: 474

Once again Wedaldstone managed o lower their
game against Dennls Greene's men, and were out-
played for large parts of this match. A glaring error
from &' 4" Bonfleld in gogl after only 2 minutes saw
a hopeful free kick sall in above his head.

After this the Stones were always struggling to get
back on terms, and any real hope of a comeback
‘was effectively ended when Waugh was sent off
after 256 minutes in controversial circumstances.
Waugh had just been booked. probably for dissent,
when his challenge on the halfway line saw the
Harlow 11 launch himself into a freble salko with
pike. As the Harlow player writhed around in agony
and the rotund Harlow bench jumped up and
down on the pitch, the ref felf another yeliow card
was deserved, The fact that he'd been conned
was evident as soon as Waugh received his red
card, as the 11 miraculously got up and jogged
cway.

Stewart Miller, making his debut affer signing from

Epsom & Ewsll had a superb chance to score
when Garner played him through. He'd taken the
ball around the keeper but managed to blast the
ball onto the crossbar with the goal at his mercy.
The second haif saw Stones struggle fo play any
cohesive footbal, and manager Bartiett will be ask-
ing questicns about the attitude of several players.
McKay got caught in possession on the edge of
Ihe Wedldstone area, and a neat move resulted in
a nice volley o puf the visifors two up. There was
no way back foday, and the one point needed for
promotion now becomes three points, as Harlow
move into a challenging position.

Another pififul showing of away suppert for a sup-
posedly “big” club at the top of the league. You'd
think they'd appreciate the chance to get cut of
Harlow for an affernoon.

Weddstone 0 Northwood 2
Icis 3 - Bth April 1997
Attendance; 456

Another horribly nervous performance against well
motivated opposition saw fthe Stones lose
deservedly. For every shorf Northwood pass
Wealdstone hit a faily aimless ball in o factic which
failed to generate a really good chance all
evening. It's not too late for us o throw the league
title and even promotion away, and hardened
Stones fans have seen this sort of thing before -
hence the lack of *going up” songs in the last few
months, -

The opening exchanges were [aily even until affer
20 minutes Waugh, who had a nightmare game,
gave MNorthwood 9 Halbert foo much time. As
Bonfield raced off his line, the attacker neatly
lobbed it over Bonfield's head. ‘Wealdstone had
most of the possession for the rest of the game, but
the Northwood number & will have a sore head the
number of fimes he headed a high ball away from
danger. Even some superb vocadl support falled to
spur the blue & white quarters to recover in the
second half - it was one of those games where
avery loose ball seemed to run fo an opposition
player.

As Sfones pushed forward late in the half, a
fhrough ball left one defender to cover 2 stikers.
Although there were eventually 2 players on the
gedlline, ne-one bothered to attack the player
with the ball, who was left with dll the time in the
world to choose his spot and wrcp the points up.
Stones, you e atecse.
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Kingsbury Town 0 Weddstone 0
lcis 3 - 12th April 1997
Aflendance: 320

Today’s maich report comes from an inebriated
Rob Harrles as | was out celebratfing and lesing my
shirt at Ascot,

The first match after our promotion wos confimed
saw a visibly more relaxed Stones side fall to beat a
very average Kingsbury. In the first half, the Stones
put several chances just wide or over the bar s we
pressured the home side, but we just couldn’t
score, The second half followed in the same veln,
with a small ruckus on the pitch towards the end,
after a Kingsbury player lashed out atf Bonfield,
Lucklly, Braintree only managed a goalless draw
against Camberley, which keeps us one point clear
with one game In hand, but we haven't scored in
the lost three games now. If we want fo win the
fitle, we'll have fo pull our fingers cut and win the
lost four games,

Lectherhead 0 Wealdstone 0 aet
Associate Members Trophy semi-fina
174h Apiil 1997

Attendonce: 276

Chances wenf begging in fonight’s semi-final,
which should have been easily won by the Stones,
There were af least 5 excellent opportunities, but at
the moment it looks like Wealdstone just can’t
score (it's been 4 games).

One of the best chances was In the first few min-
utes when a simple shot from deep in the area was
scuffed wide by Hammatt when it locked easier o
score. Chances also fell fo McKay, whose shot was
well saved, and another Hammatt shot dlso paried
by the goalkesper. Tony Smith was in great form,
and his run and inevitable hacking down leff the
Stones with @ one man advantage on the field,
altheugh for large parts of the remaining 90 min-
utes you couldn’t fell.

The home side only had one redlly good chance
after Moore slipped fo leave an easy scoring
chance, but the Leatherhad player blazed over
the bar. The game was generally very open,
played on what must be one of the biggest pitches
In footall, but Stones will be kicking themselves for
nof winning It in extra fime. Encouraged by very
noisy, if not entlrely sober, away support, Hammatt
and then Walker shoutd have won it, First a great
cross fo the far post found the head of a diving
Hammatt, but the ball sailed over. As the home

team looked te come back into it, Walker ran onto
a through ball all clone. Although It looked simple
fo Just clip the ball over the advancing keeper,
Walker was eacsily tackled by the Leatherhead
number 1.

All In all quite disappointing, but overall Stones
more than matched the team af the top of the ICIS
2nd, and there will be another chance for Trophy
success In the replay next Tuesday.

Wealdsione 2 Epsom & Ewell 1
Icis 3 - 19th April 1997
Altendance: 630

Such is the life of o Wealdstone supporter that in
our most successful season for ages, and for a large
part miles clear at the top of the league, the end
should come down to a nail-biting couple of
games, Although already promoted, the feam
deserve some silverware this season, and as
Braintree keep winning, this 3 points was vital.

For the first hour it was business as usual recently
with a host of ehances going begging and the visi-
tors were contenf fo get men behind the ball ond
have the occasional break. These tactics looked
prefty sound in a strong wind. with ihe ineffectual
Stuart Miller up froni falling fo impress against his
former team. Weedon had a shaky game at the
cenite of defence, but he was fo make amends
later,

Most of those first half chances fell to Dominic
Sterling who looked most likely fo score, but
couldn’t quite get a clean strike on goal. To their
credit the visitors passed the ball around neatly
and never looked a feam down at the wrong end
of the table. Bonfield was forced into a good save
from @ free kick In the first haif, and If wasn't much
of a surprise when one of their breaks pald off early
In the second. Bonfield made a good save but the
rebound fell nicely to an incoming Epsom player
who finished easily,

Wecidstone finally started playing scme football to
impress a big crowd swollen with local schoolkids.
The tumning point was when Hammatt came on for
Miller, and instantly looked threatening. It was
Hammatt himself who was shoved over challeng-
ing for a cross that earned Stones a penaity. The
last 2 penalties we've had have both been saved
at the same end, but Steve Bircham continued his
good form today by slotting it away coolly. There
was now only one team in It as Epsom tired playing
into the wind. Step forward Lee Walker, on as alate
substitute once more fo grab the victory. Mark
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Weedon intercepted d through ball, and lumbered
upfield fo play a superb pass releasing Garmner
down the right wing. He accelerated towards the
box, cut inside and hit a fierce shot that finaily
forced the visiting keeper Into a save. However the
ball was only parried as far as Walker, who hooked
itin.

Irom then on, despite the 8 minufes of injury fime,
Wealdstone were never in frouble. Walker could,
and should, have scored again when Gamner putin
a great cress from the left, Walker leapt unchal-
lenged to head firmly, but just over the bar. Stones
are now left with difficulf trips to Harlow and
Northwood as well as Clapton where the finishing
must improve o stay top of the league right fo the
and.

Wedldstone 3 Leatherhead 1

Associate Members Trophy semi-final Replay
22nd Apiil 1997

Atlendance: 198

Superb, Tonight Wealdstone humiliated sad
Leatherhead, with the final scoreling not reflecting
the dominance of the Stones over the ICIS div, 2
champlons elect. This was even more impressive
given the lack of Marshall at the back - at some
points during the game the defence was Massey.
Walton and McKay - all the wrong side of 58",
However they played like giants, and the visitors
were reduced to Just a couple of chances during
the whole game.

By the end, the Leatherhead tfeam had lest all thelr
composure, and only seemed inferested in answer-
Ing the crowd back and kicking our players up in
the dir. The visitor's 2 got his just desserts though,
Right from the kick off the Stones looked danger-
ous, with Jehn Massey gefting forward down the
wing fime and again. This looked likely tc change
after 10 minutes when Simon Gamer pulled a mus-
cle and had fo limp off, This was the first chance for
many to see Lawrence Yaku, making his debut in a
senicr game, and he can hardly have played bet-
ter consldering. He immediately showed great
pace unning onto a Hibbert pass, and he even
locked up and plaved a great ball across the area
which Hammatt volieyed just over, Next he was on
the end of a cross, and with the ball bouncing near
the goal Smith somehow failed fo connect hard
enough to finish. Soon afferwards he made anoth-
er long run into the pendity ared, and just when he
appeared to have lost confrol Hammatt stepped in
and swung o boot at the ball. The ball took a great

deflection off a defender to go in, leaving the
keeper rooted to the spot. This particular godlie
must like this “don’t bother me now” position, as it's
one he was caught in constantly tonight.

Comers wore aways likely to trouble the vertically-
challenged Stones feam, but Bonfield was in the
right place to keep out a firm header from the
Leathethead 4 from one. The second godl. shorfly
into the second hadlf, came as a result of some
great Hammatt skill. He turned the defender inside
out before crossing low along the goaline. The
keeper flapped, but Yaku was on hand to blost the
ball home from & yards.

A mistake by Fergus just afterwards gave the ball
away, and the resulfing pass found a Leatherhead
player dlone on the edge of the box. His attempt-
ed cross salled over Bonfield (do | write this phrase
every week?) info the far corner. Stones Just came
forward agdin, and it was Hammatt cutting inside
this fime fo hif a shot fight into the comer to leave
the keeper dazed and confused.

Wedaldsfone wetre now content to play out the rest
of the game, but the visitors weren’t prepared to
fake their defeat with good grace. First the 3 made
a terrible lunge at Smith which put him out the
game. Unbelievably, considering he'd just been
booked for kicking the ball away, he didn’t get
booked again.

The Leathethad manager subbed him immediate-
ly. However the number 9 took it all very badly, in
the manner of bad losers, lunging at Hammait in
the corner of the ground now surrounded by
Stones fans ready fo applaud the team off. His
booking and hosfile reception af this led fo lofs of
abuse flying around between their players and
Stones fans, and it was obvious that they had “lost
it". Not 30 seconds affer the first lunge, Hammait
was again on the ball in the comer when the 9
dived in again, and with fans screaming he had to
go. It was a lonely wdlk off for him but fremendous
pleasure for the Stones fans.

S0 a great win, with the final on May 7th against
Lelghton Town at Hitchin Town. A guick word on
the massed ranks of Leatherhead fans: Is 4 sormry
characters all you could manage??

Clapton 0 Wealdstone 1
Icis 3 - 26th April 1997
Aftendance: 214

The Stones took one step cleser to the champi-
onship on Saturday when they beat a poer
Clapfon side 1-0, In a matfch we had to win, The
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match was played on a pitch that looked more like
a beach than a playing field - rain and over-use
meant it was mostly sand down the centre and in
each pendlty areq.

The referee (a Mr J. Beadle - recllyl) booked sever-
dl players in what wos ¢ prefty clean game, mostly
for dissent and fime wasfing, with the Clapton num-
ber 5 unluckily being sent off for doing both.
Dominic Sterling was lucky to only be booked after
doing a Gary Donellan-esque two footed lunge
from & yards away.

In the first half Wealdstone had all the chances, but
couldn't get enough power on thelr shofs fo trou-
ble the Mickey-Mouse soundalke keeper. Although
over 6 foot tall, he had a volce high encugh to dis-
turb dogs in the next borough.

In the second half, Stenes continued to pressure
Clapton, unfil Hammatt was up-ended on the
edge of the box for a penally. Lee Walker slotted
the ball home, to our great relief.

With Braintree and Northwoeod also winning, |
believe Harlow now need a miracle to go up.
Shame.

A special mention goes to my mate John, who
fravelled 200 miles from York fo see his first game of
focthall,

Match report courtesy of Rob Harries

Harlow Town 2 Wedldsione 1
lcis 3 - 30th April 1997
Aftendance: 207

Another bifferly disappointing night for the Stones,
who now need fo win at Northwood to be sure of
the fitle. Unlike previous games against our Isthmian
bogey team though, Wealdstone made enough
chances to have won easlly, and the blame for
defeat can be lald squarely at the hands of Darren
Bonfield in the Stones goal. His two blunders saw
Harlow score from just about thelr only chances,

The grim and open surroundings of the Harlow sta-
dium seemed to unsettle many in the Stones feam,
with Bryan Hammatt and Terry Hibbert especially
missing easy chances, A free kick midway through
the first haif from just about the same position
Bonfield got lobbed from In the home game, saw d
firm buf straight shot at the Wealdstone goal.
Bonfield got right behind if, but stupidly spilled the
ball from his grasp allowing an easy fap in. Worse
was fo follow afterwards when ever-pepular Dennis
Greene hit a soft shot towards the near post. It
looked fo everyone like Bonfield had claimed if
easlly, but the ball somehow went under his body

and olled glowly in.

Cne of the most moronic sendings-off of the sea-
son followed to reduce the ‘arlow fo 10 men when
the number & failed fo refreat for a free kick.
Morenic because this sad case had been booked
only 1 minute before for kicking the ball oway.

The 10 men proved foo much to overcome,
although Stones looked lively in the second half
and Hibbert should have made more of his fwo
one-on-ones in a minute which the Harlow keeper
saved both times, It was far too late by the time
Hammatt reached a flick-on Info the box to scere,
and now what looked a season all over bar the
shouting a few weeks ago will go right down to the
lost game ot Northwood, who stil need the poinfs
to be sure of promotion.

Typical Wealdstong?

Northwood 1 Wedldstone 3
lcis 3 - 3rd May 1997
Aflendance: 700

If was alright on the night for Wedldsione, and in
the end there were Joyous scenes on the pifch to
celebrate the first sitverware for 12 fong years. No-
one was expecting Nerthweood fo hand over their
unbeaten home record without a fight, and this
was a nailbitter right up unfil the kast few minutes.

A nolsy Stones following of around 600 got behind
the team from the beginning, but for the first haif it
looked like being another one of those days where
chances were created but not converted, Notably
a great cross from Gamer which Hammatt would
have surely headed in but for a fingertip flick from
the big-haired Woods keeper. Said keeper seemed
reluctant to come out for crosses, and was made
to pay later in the gome. Bonfield showed he's not
completely forgotten the art of goakeeping, with
a good save from a cross shot 20 yards ouf.

Eanly in the second half, just as we were wondering
if we'd score again this season, Garner found
Hammgitt with @ fine pass in the area, and he beat
a defender, rounded the keeper and slotted home
in style to the joy of most of the crowd. This lasted
about 60 seconds as a free kick humped info the
Stones box saw Bonfield leave if to the defence,
the defence leave it to Bonfield, and the
Northwood 6 say thank-you-very-much for the free
header.

For the next 20 minutes, the home side dominated
without causing any real problems, but the Stones
were looking nervous. Manager Gordon Bartleft
made 3 substitutions in quick succession - Smith,
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Walker and Green came on, and the match
changed shape. Later on in the evening, Roy
Marshail was to recelve a stack of awards at the
end of season dinner, and as if he hadn’t done
enough in defence this season, he scored the vital
second goal. A comer from the leff saw Marshall
jump to the ball through a mass of bodies like his
life depended on i, bundiing the ball info the net.
After a nervous glance af the ref - mayhem, Piayers
in the crowd, the crowd on the pitch, and
Northwood knew they were beatfen.

Even the Northwood keeper, who had been time-
wasting right from the very first goalkick wes sud-
denly in @ hurry, but the game and champlonship
were made safe soon afterwards. Another corner
was fioated cver, and Garner’s header was flicked
into the net by Hammatt. At the final whistle the
long-suffering Stones fans enjoyed a celebration on
the pitch with the players, and the trophy was pre-
sented to captain and club Inspiration Fergus *Eat
it” Moore.

The paity continued af the bar aofferwards (includ-
ing a sfrecking Lee Walker) and long info the night
at Wasps RFC, the location of the Supporters Club
dinner. It was nice to see so many of the players
out together, with a team spirt sadly lacking in
years gone by. Speeches from Gordon and club
chairman Paul Rumens both paid fribute to the
players and fans, and we dll know that despite a
marvellous year, the real party will be to celebrate
a new home for the club. I'd ke to pay tibute to
the quietest man at this dinner, who lefs his football
do the talking, Roy Marshall, undoubtedly the play-
erof the year.

Here's to some glamorous trips in the ICiS 2nd next
year.

Leighton Town 1 Wealdstone 0
Associate Members Trophy Find ot Hitehin Town &th

May 1997
Aftendance: 347 (About 320 ‘Stones fansli)

Disappointing. but not the end of the world to lose
this one. At least we won the important one on
Saturday.

In fact Wealdstone locked the mere likely 1o score
throughout this game, but in the end succumbed
to a scrambled goal with practically the last kick of
the ball. In the first half the Stones looked sfrong,
but the teams largely cancelled each other out in
midfield. However the good chances were all
coming frem the blue & white quarters, and
Hammatt so nearly opened the scoring. Garner

nodded the bdll into his path, and Hammatt made
the right choice to lob the rapidly advancing keep-
er. The ball fell just wide of the post.

The second half saw Leighton have a lof more pos-
session, but rarely penetrated into Wedldstone terri-
tory. It was with only 10 minutes fo go thaf
Hammatt should have scored. A long ball down
the micdle found Garner in the clear, and his pass
found Hammatt all alene 5 yards out. His shot with
his left foot was wecik and flew over the bar,

Things looked ominous & minufes lafer when Roy
Marshall had to come off injured, leaving the
defence short at the back in more ways than one.
In the last minute a Leighton comer was scrambled
towards goal, and although the ball was eventually
hacked away, the linesman said it had crossed the
line, and the Stones had lost to an awful goal.

Af least the frophy presentation gave us o good
laugh, as when the Leighton captain raised the
cup aloft, there was an eerie sllence around the
Hitchin ground (Shooting Stars, anyone?). Now
according to my map. Leighfon s about 10 miles
from Hitchin. They ought to be ashamed of this piti-
ful support,

40

ONE! Bryan Hammatt slides the ball in from an acute angle to put Wealdstone ahead




TWO! Roy Marshall caps a fine season with the crucial second goal

THREE! Hammatt again and the celebrations can start
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WEALDSTONE FOOTBALL cLUB

1996/97 SEASON FIXTURES, RESULTS AND LINE-
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| -1 i
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b ol HARLOW TowWN L L2 474 Benfield
bt i} & NQHTHW‘OOD IL L0-2 458 Bo f!eld
e U g
i 0-0* 272 i
Tugi';rr ‘1’; EPSOM AND EWELL 1L W2-1 830 g:v:lfjr:;g
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| £ i
‘-S"J:d Apr30  Harow Town “I: E—Jaﬂ g;; der
9 t May 3 Northwood L waq 700 Bonﬁerd
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IL lois League Divisi
g e ion Three
FAV F A Vase

GIC Guardian Insuranes Cuyj
; P
AMT Assceiate Members Trephy
MSC Middlesex Senior Cup
MCC Middlesex Charity Gup
* After extra time
Match played at Hitehin Town F.C.
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Smart
Smart
Massey
Massey
Massey
Massey
Massey
Massey
Massay
Massey
Smith
Massey

Massey
Massay
Massey
Massey
MeDaid
McDaid
Smith
MeDaid
MeDaid
MeDaid
Massey
Massay
Magsey
MeDajd
Massey
MecDaid
Massey
Massay
Massey
Smith
Smith
Smith
Smith
Massey
Smith
Kelly
Masgey
Keliy
MoKay
Smith
Maitay
Massey
Massey

Massey
McKay

Massay
Massey
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Smith
Smith
Tekeil
Hibbert
Hibsbert
Hibbert
Hibber
Hibbert
Fraser
Smith
Hibber
London
Lendon
Smith
Srmith
Smith
Smith
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Smith
Sterling
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Smith
London
Smith
Smith
Smith
Smith
Smith
Smith
Sterling
Sterling
Smith
Sterling
Sterling
Sterling
Sterling
Green
Sterling
Steriing
Steriing
Smith
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Mckay
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Slerling
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Steriing
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Moare
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Mcore
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Moore
Moore
Maore
Moore
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Moore
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Moore
Moore
Moare
Moare
Maoore
Moore
Maoore
Moore
Moore

Maore
Moore

Maeore

Moore

Moore
Moaore

Moore
Maore

Moore
Moore

UPS
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Croac .
Croar
Croac ..
Croad
Groad | |
Croad
Croad
Waugt
Waugt
Croad.
Waugh |
Waugh |
Waugh |
Waugh |
Waugh |
Waugh
Waugh
Waugh
Waugh
Croad. .,
Waugh
Croad
Croad ..
Waugh .,
Waugh
Waugh .
Jones .,
Waugh
Waugh ..
Waugh .,
Waugh
Weedon
Keen ..
Waugh
Waugh .,
Waugh
Waugh |
Waugh . |
Waugh .,
Waugh |
Waugh |
Waugh .|

it
A unhal
Wit nhall

Awishall
Amistind]
Aninhnll
Amishatll
Aurshindl
i

Marshall
Wiugh

Muiehal)
Murshall

Waigh
Mushall

1
Marahall
Marahall
Mk
Mooy

Marshall
Marshall

M
Marahall
Janlly
Marshall
Marshall
Marshall

Waugh ..
Waugh ... |
Waugh |
Weedon |
Sterling ..,
Waugh._..,J
Waugh .
Waugh |
Waugh ...

Misrshall
Marshall
Marshall
“McKay
Ml ay
Murshall
Marshall
KMarshall
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Hibbert
Walton
Walton
Walton
Walton
Walten
Walton
Walton
Walton
Walton
‘Walton
Walton
Walton
Walton
Walton
Walton
Walton
Walton
Walton
Krnight
Walton
Walton
Sheldrick
Walton
Walton
Walton
Walton
Walton
Walton
Wallon
McKay
Mekay
McKay
MckKay
Makay
Mckay
MeKay
MeKay
McKay
McKay
Mckay
Walton
Whalton
Walton
Walton
Walton
Walton
Walton
Walton
Walton
Walton
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Hall
Hibbert
Hall
Tekall
Tekell
Tekell
Tekel!
Tekell
Tekell
Jones
Jones
Hitbert
Hibbert
Hibsbert
Hibbert
Hibbert
Hibbert
Jones
Jones
Hibbert
Jones
Jores
Jones
Hibbert
Hibbert
Hibkert
Hibbert
Hibbert
Hibbert
Hibbert
Hibbert
Hibbart
Hibbert
Hibbert
Hibbert
Hibbert
Hibbert
Hibbart
Hibbent
Hibbert
Hibbert
Hibbert
Hammatll
Hibbert
McKay
MeKay
Hibbern
Hibbert
Hibbert
Hibbert
Hicbert
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Hammatt
Hammalt
Walker
Walker
Walker
Walker
Walker
Walker
Walker
McBride
Walker
Walker
Walker
Walker
Walker
Walieer
Walker
Zefi
Zefi
Zefi
Zefi
Green
Green
Green
Green
Green
Walker
Green
Walker
Walker
Walker
Green
Green
Green
Garner
Garner
Bircham
Gireen
Green
Green
Walton
Miller
Miller
Bircham
Bircham
Miller
Hammatt
Yaku
Yaku
McKay
McKay
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Eheldrick
Sheldrick
Ross
Harnmmatt
Hammatt
Hammatt
Hammatt
MeBride
Hammatt
Fraser
Hammatt
Fraser
Fraser
Fraser
Hammatt
Hammat
Hammatt
Hammatt
Hammatt
Sheldrick
Hammatt
Hammatt
Hammatt
Hammatt
Hammatt
Hammatt
Hammatt
Hammatt
Hammatt
Hammatt
Garner
Hammatt
Garner
Gamer
Hammatt
Hammatt
Garner
Hammatt
Hammatt
Hammatt
Garner
Garner
Garner
Gamer
Garner
Garner
Garner
Hammatt
Hammatt
Gamer
Gamer

11 12 14 15
Bircham Ross Tekell Walker
Bircham Ross Walker Tekell
Bircham Sheldrick  Hammalt Hibbert
Bircham Rozs Hall Smith
Bircham Hall McBride Smith
Bircham Smith Sheldrick McBride
Bircham Sheldrick  Smith Waugh
Bircham Hammatt  Smith Fraser
Bircham MeBride Johes Bush
Bircham Walker Tekell Hammatt
Bircham Tekell Massey Fraser
Bircham Hammatt  Jones Smith
Bircham Hammatt  Jones Croad
Bircham Hammatt  Croad Jones
Bircham Jones Sheldrick Zeli
Bircham Shekirick  Jenes Zeli
Bircham Sheldrick  Jones Zefi
Bircham Sheldrick  Knight Lenden
Bircham Knight Williams Sterling
Bircharn Keen London Wilkams
Hibhert Knight Green Williams
Bircham Shekdrick  Hibbert Massey
Bircham Massay Walton Hibbert
Bircham MeDaid Jones Sheldrick
Bircham MeDaid Jones Walker
Bircham MeDaid Walker Jones
Sterling Green Sheldrick Massey
Bircham Woalker MecDaid Jones
Bircham Massey Green Jones
Bircham Gragen MeDaid Jones
Bircham Smith Hammatt Jones
Bircham Sheldrick MeDaid Jonez
Harmmait Massey Weedon McDaid
Hammatt MeDand Massey Weedon
Bircham Green Massay Wesedon
Bircham Green Mazsey Weedon
Hammaitt Walton Weedon Kely
Bircham Massey Weedon Kelly
Smith Massey Sheldrick Weedon
Smith Garner Walton Weedon
Hammatt Keen Weedon Sheldrick
Bircham Srnith Walker Sheldrick
Bircham ‘Walker Sheldrick Massey
Harmmat Massey Smith Miller
Hammatt Walker Sterling Sheldrick
Bircham Walker Hammatt Keen
Bircham Kean Sheldrick Y aku
Bircham Walker Miller Keen
Bircham Walker Garner Miller
Harmmatt Walker Smith Green
Hammatt Walker Smith Yaku
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ICIS FOOTBALL LEAGUE - DIVISION THREE
| Final Table - 1996/97 Season -

_— DHOI\:I*E & = DAW;?_Y 5 & o Wealdstone result
WE{B\LDSTONE ............ 32 14 0 2 46 11 10 3 3 26 13 7: e e
Braintree Town ............. 32 13 2 1 58 10 10 3 3 40 19 74 Ws-0 LO-2
Northwood....................32 11 4 1 40 16 7 6 3 20 15 64 LO-2 W3-1
E:rllow Town............32 10 1 5 34 24 9 3 4 26 17 61 LO-2 Li-2
. 8 4 4 32 19 9 =
a East Thurrock United .32 10 3 3 34 15 6 g 73 jg 22 gz val-$ \al'\)f: ::J
Cqmberley Town .......32 8 2 6 29 21 7 4 5 26 23 51 W3-1 W3-0
Wingate and Finchley ...32 7 4 5 28 28 4 3 9 24 35 40 W32 W3-0
Homehureh ..o 32 5 4 7 17 28 6 2 8 18 28 39 W2-0 W3-0
CRaptEiivmemamsng; o 182 3 4 9 13 26 8 2 6 18 23 39 Wz-0 W1-0
nges..........._.........,......32 6 6 4 30 20 4 2 10 15 33 38 W2-1 W1-0
Kingsbury Town ........32 6 2 8 22 22 5 2 8 19 32 37 W50 D0-0
Hertford Town................ 32 6 3 7 28 21 4 3 9 27 44 36 W5-1 W2-0
Epsom and Ewell...........32 4 2 10 34 43 4 3 9 28 35 29 Wwa-1 W3-2
Figckweli Heath........... 32 8 3 7 21 26 2 2 12 15 45 29 W30 LO-4
Tring Town ..................32 3 1 12 13 30 4 2 10 20 44 24 W7-0 W30
Southall .......................32 3 2 11 17 34 3 2 11 11 35 22 W1-0 D1-1

ICIS DIVISION THREE ATTENDANCES 1996-1997 SEASON

CLUB PLAYED TOTAL AVERAGE AVERAGE % CHANGE HIGHEST LOWEST v. Stones
1897 1996
WEALDSTONE 16 5469 32 295 16% 630 v Epsom and Ewell 243 v Homchurch
BRAINTREE TOWN 16 3,699 23 394 v Wealdstone 163 v Kingsbury Town 324 (1st)
HARLOW TOWN 16 3,145 197 57 245% 561 v Hertford Town 50 v Aveley 207 (41h)
NORTHWOOD 16 2,565 180 115 39% 700 v Wealdstone 84 v Hornchurch 700 (1st)
WINGATE AND FINCHLEY 16 2,548 159 123 29% 550 v Wealdstone 88 v Braintree Town 550 (1st)
EAST THURRCCK UNITED 18 1,549 97 92 5% 209 v Wealdstone 80 v Kingsbury Town 209 (1st)
HERTFORD TCWN 16 1,417 89 71 25% 245 v Wealdstone 45 v Clapton 245 {1sl)
iy AVELEY 16 1,410 88 103 -14% 174 v Wealdstone 53 v Kingsbury Town 174 (1st)
7=} FLACKWELL HEATH 16 1,266 79 67 18% 190 v Wealdstone 60 v 4 times 190 (1st)
CAMBERLEY TOWN 16 1,263 79 86 -8% 156 v Wealdstone 64 v Clapton 156 (1st)
HORNCHURCH 16 1,149 72 76 -6% 207 v Wealdstone 36 v Kingsbury Town 207 (1st)
CLAPTON 16 1,053 66 48 37% 214 v Wealdslone 36 v East Thurrock United 214 (ist)
EPSOM AND EWELL 16 o927 58 61 -5% 129 v Wealdstone 28 v Wingate and Finchley 129 (1st)
TRING TOWN 16 815 51 68 -25% 172 v Wealdstone 30 v 3 times 172 (1st)
KINGSBURY TOWN 16 801 50 59 -15% 305 v Wealdstone 20 v Flackwell Heath & Tring 305 (1st)
LEWES 16 757 47 48 -1% 160 v Wealdstone 22 v Kingsbury Town 160 (1st)
SOUTHALL 16 571 36 30 19% 177 v Wealdstone 13 v Lewes 177 (1st)

TOTALS 272 30,404 112



==

WEALDSTONE APPEARANCES 1996/97 SEASON WEALDSTONE GOALSCORERS 1996/97 SEASON
(All Matches excluding friendlies) (All Matches including friendlies)
Substitutes who actually played are shown in brackets Penalties scored are shown in brackets

IL GIC AMT FAC FAV MSC MCCTOTAL WFC IL GIC AMT FAC FAV MSC MCC FR TOTAL  WFC
Max Possible ......32 8 7 2 4 2 1 51 Career Career
Darren Bonfield...32 3 7 2 4 2 1 51 51 Bryan Hammatt..13(1) - 7(1) - 3 1 - 4 28(2) 28(2)
Fergus Moore......31 3 7 2 4 2 1 50 105 Terry Hibbert ........13 2 . 1 o . - 1 A7 19
RoyMarshall.....28 3 &5 2 4 - 1 43 68 Lee Walker.......9(2) - 2 - 3(2) 3 17(4) 35(8)
Steve Bl'rcham ...... 26 3 4 2 4 2 1 42 52 Paul Sheldrick.......1 - 1 - 8(1) 10(1) 48(3)
Bryan Hammatt..25(6) 2 7 2 4 (1) 1 41(7) 48 Steve Bircham.....7(1) - - - - - - 201 9(2) 9(2)
Terry Hibbert......27 1(1) 6 2 4 1 - 41(1) 68 Peter Green........... 3 - 4 - - = =1 8 8
Chris Walton .. 23{1) 2 5 2 4 1 1 38(1) 92 Fergus Moore........ 4 1 1 - - - - 1 7 12
lan Waugh...... 27 - 4 -(1) 3 2 1 37(1) 67 Tony Smith...........4 - 1 - 1 - - - 6 14
Tony Smith..... -(1) 5(1) -(1) 3(1) 2 1 32(9) 80 Lawrence Yaku......- - 1 - - - - 5 6 6
John Massey ...... 17( ) 2(1) 5(1) 2 3(1) 1 - 30(8) 38 Steve Fraser.......... 3 - - - - 1 - - 4 21(2)
Paul McKay .......... 17 - 6 - - - - 23 23 Simon Garner........ 4 - - - . - - 4 4
Lee Walker........8(10) 2 2(2) 2 4 -(1) 18(13) 60 Roy Marshall ......... 3 1 - - - - - 4 6
Dominic Sterling...12 - 5(1) - - 1 (1) 18{2) 20 Dominic Sterling ....2 - 1 - - - - 1 4 4
Simon Garner.....12(2) - 3 - - - 15(2) 17 Ardian Zefi.............1 - - - - - - 3 4 4
Peter Green ....... 10(6) 1 22 - - - - 13(7) 20 Marco Leite............ - - - - - - - 3 3 3
Steve Croad........ 3(1) 3 - 2 1 2 - 11(1) 59 Lee Tekell............ 1 - - - - - - 1 2 14
Stewart Jones ....3(5) 1 1(2) - 1(2) 1 1 8(9) 17 Chris Walton..........2 - - - - - - - 2 6
Patrick McDaid....4{3) 1 1(1) - 1 7(4) 11 Omar Williams ....... - - - - - 1 - 1 2 2
Lee Tekell ........... 2(2) 2 2 1(1) - 7@ 80 James Antill ........... - - - - - - - 1 1 1
Steve Fraser ....... a1 - (1) 1 - 5(2) 43 Lee Earle................ - - z 2 a - - 1 1 1
Paul Sheldrick....2(5) 1(2) -38) -(1) -(1) 1 - 4(12) 67 Rudi Hall ..........eeene « = = = = = = A WU W
Ardian Zefi........... 2(1y - (1) 1 1 4(3) 7 Stewart Jones........- - - - - . 1 - 1 1
Stuart Miller......... 3(3) - -(2) - - 3(3) 6 Darren McBride .....- - - - - - -1 1 1
Steve Kelly .......... 2(1) - - - - 3(1) 4 Patrick McDaid ......- - - - - - - 1 1 1
Paul London.......... 2 1 - - 1y - 3(1) 4 Paul McKay ........... 1 - - . - - - = 1 1
James Keen........ 21y - (1) - 1) - 23 5 John Massey .........- 1 - - - - - 1 1
Darren McBride...1(1) -(1) - - 1 - 2(3) 5 David Ross ......ceeu” - - - - - - 1 1
Mark Weedon......1(2) - 1 - (1) - - 2(2) 4 Boysie Wise...........- - - - - . - 1 1 1
Rudi Hall................1 1 - - (1) -2 3 Own Goals ............ 1 - 1 - - - - - 2
Lawrence Yaku .....2 = oAty - - - - 201 3
Lee Smart.cn2 = - = o= = = 2 33 TOTALS........72(4) 5 18(1) 1 7(2) 3 1 41(3) 149(10)
David Ross........... -(2) 1 - (1) - - - 1(3) 8
Tony Knight ......... -(1)y - = - - 1 (1) 1(2) 20
Omar Williams.....-(1) - - = - (1) (1) -(3) 3
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THE FEATURES...

Q&A WITH GORDON BARTLETT I'°

| KNOW THAT WINNING THE FA VASE
WAS YOUR BEST ACHIEVEMENT SO FAR
AS A MANAGER, BUT HOW DOES LAST
SEASON RATE IN YOUR LIST OF HON-
OURS?

| spoke af the dinner and sald that it
ranked as my second best footballing
moment. The final whistle at Elland
Read was a fantastic feeling but the
crucial third goal at Northwoed cer-
tainly ran it very close. As for where it
stands in my list of honours...well, it was
only division three so not that high but
you can’t ask for more than winning

league
you are in and
we had to
start the roll
somewhere,

IS T MORE
SATISIFYING
THAT You
HAVE NOW
WON AN HON-
OUR AT A "Bl
| CLUB™?

The satisfac-
fion comes
from being
able to share
Yyour success
with the fans.
t The suppeort
we have
recelved has
been superb
and that Is the
major reason
people still
regard
I Wealdstone as
a big club.

The difference between last season
and the honours | have won before, is
that everybody expects to win at
Wedldstone, elsewhere it was more of
a pleasant surprise to a handful of peo-

ple.

AS OUR LEAD WAS BEING WHITTLED
AWAY DID YOU FEEL, AS MANY SUP-
PORTERS, THAT WE HAD BLOWN (T?

Nol | always had faith in the players
ability to pull it off. It obviously got hard-
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er as the games drifted by and doubts
creep into your thoughts especially
when you wake up in the middle of the
night but overall | was confident we
had patience and application to see
the job through. Anyway, affer twelve
vears, we thought we would make it a
bit more exciting and leave it until the
last ten minutes.

WHAT DID YOU SAY TO THE PLAYERS
BEFORE THE GAME AT NORTHWOOD?
DID YOU APPROACH IT IN A DIFFERENT
MANNER TO NORMAL?

| can never remember the exact words
but | do recall saying something like
you have run outf of chances, it's today
or nothing! Everybody has worked very
hard fo get to this position but we've
underachieved In the last few games.
Put it right today and enjoy the success
it will bring. Don’t chase the game,
keep It tight and if we have fo, we will
gamble near the end.

WHAT WAS GOING THROUGH YCUR
MIND DURING THE GAME?

| went in quite happy at half-time
because we were always in control
and they never looked like scoring.

| thought we had won It once Bryan
had scored, but for fifteen minufes
after their equaliser | struggled to see
how we could lift the players and go
on fo win. We had fo make changes in
order to change the mental aftitude
on the park as well as the technical
side, It worked, and the rest is history.

AND WHAT ABOUT THE SCENES AT THE
END? y

Brilliant!

I've got the video at heme and apart

from the goals | could sit and watch
the celebrations over and over again.

Here's to a repeat in 1998......or Is that
wishing for too much?

[ SUPPOSE YOU MUST HAVE LEARNT A
LOT ABOUT THE CHARACTER, (OR LACK
OF), OF A NUMBER OF PLAYERS? DID
ANY OF THE PLAYERS SURPRISE YOU
ONE WAY OR ANOTHER?

Not really, | think we knew most of the
qualities (or lack of them) when we
signed the players. Therefore nothing
came as tco much of a surprise as far
as character was concerned,

HAVE YOU, AND TO THAT MATIER THE
PLAYERS, FELT UNDER GREAT PRESSURE
TO DELIVER SUCCESS AT THE CLUB?

There is always pressure at d big club
with plenty of supporters who have
been starved of success for so long.
Couple that with our transfer to ICIS 3,
and | think everybody expected us to
win something. That is bound fo trans-
mit tself to both the players and man-
agement, and obviously pressure can
bulld up especially if you hit a poor run
of form (which you wil every season).
On a personal point of view, | expect-
ed to win the league last year so |
tended to put pressure on myself but
ried nof fo do the same to the players.

AS THE SEASON WORE ON. DID THE
CROWD HELP OR HINDER THE TEAM?

Majority of the time the crowd are a
great help but, obviously, when the
feam are performing poorly the nega-
fives comments directed at some play-
ers certainly add further problems fo
individual performances,

WHILST | DIDN'T THINK WE WOULD WIN
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AT HARLOW, | WAS PRETTY CONFIDENT Bomber, Terry Hibbert, Domintc,
OF WINNING AT NORTHWOOD, | GOT Green
THE IMPRESSION THAT SO WE

.f?E THE targets q little higher this season, |
MANAGEMENT TEAM?

Yes, you are totally rightt My criticism of
the side |gst yearwas that we were not
physically strong enough so it is cbvious
when youy play sides like Harlow you
know it's going fo be very difficult, We

they are capable of.

THINK NEED STRENGTHENING 7

especially after letfing ourselves down
at home against them, we were confi-
dent we would complete the job on
the best pitch in the league.

Physically and mentally! | want to sign
d couple of stronger players to bq)-
ance the side a bit more. | felt we were
too pretty Iast Year and we will not get
away with it this season. We lacked
WHICH PLAYERS IMPRESSED YOU LAST height in the side which obviously
SEASON? caused us problems on dead ball situg-
tions, so that is one ared which we will
consider when signing pPlayers,
However, if the players have g stron
determined character, and he wijl ben-
efit the team, | don’t mind how big he

Roy Marshall had an oufstanding seq-
0N where he stayed free from injury
mainly due to Roy’s sensible approdch
to training. He was a bit like Pauyl
MeGarth - just save him for the games,

Fergie was his typical whole hearted
self and a superb example to otherg
around him especially when he played
with painful injuries,

deep to grind out results even when
things are geing badily.

overall | was delighteq by the Improve-
ment of the dedication and team spirit

UNTIL OCTOBER LEAVING ONLY sivion
shown by the squad throughout,

GARNER AS A QUALITY STRIKER?

WHO DISAPPOINTED voU OR FAILED TO  This Question has b

een set in early July
LIVEUPTO EXPECTATIONS?

and | can understand your concern,
Ask me agaln in August because a |of
<an happen in six weeks. Dennls was g
disappointment when we hearg about
his extended confract in Finland but |

Obviously those People who departed
failed to perform upto the standards
we expected byt otherwise virtually
everybody had g dip iIn form through- have spoken to three or four proven

out the season. | stil maintain that cer- strikers who | hope will be pPrepared to
fain individuals can produce more than Rlay in Division two this season.

they did last season and show more However, ¥you should not overlook
Consistency, Tony Smith, lan Waugh, Stuart Miller and Peter Green who per-

LT

their |
Peter fiormed well below and hungry up!
and Stuart Miller can all set their | st seson and are keen

lo rectify the pic(::s?oré r’r:'més y
u "
11Ir?n:raenc?e Y?Jku who may surprise a

| eople this year.

have
no doubt about the ability of any of

them but they all need to think and
work harder to achieve the standards

DO YOU
ABILITY T
SEEM A BIT DOUBTFUL.

MOVING ONTO THE COMING SEASON,
WHAT AREAS OF THE TEAM DO vou

d is shaping
tandards know exactly how the squa
own §

: d enough
ear, You dlso At present | think we are Qogddiﬂon to
developf'"u% to be in the top eight. Evegjse 50 | sup-

o : ur ¢
will help o ' r
thrfszqfl:\%?'s not a bad predication fo
p

r's
‘ ming all last Yefil
id July. That's assu il Tl
ATT HAS THE T new terms an
FEsEbgg?gg i’?mﬁ? e ?é?}yc? r:h?:?'? ?ar from.certain at the
O

momenf) !

he
Hryan has matured a 1o’risslc?aifker
wved last August c:r:-d he iy ey
l“i[m Is prepared to listen an
W

: we wi ; e of the lesser |
| struggle fo adapt in the last year against som
ienl 29 W"b;ccxuse of the huge differ
oarly days

moted
team can be prol
tandards buf if Hayes are sides. | think a

once in stan

is the
is season such is 1
fen games fhis s t1am
Lite well and Bryan scores some  losing ndard. Af the momen
doing g
aarly godis h

| sta 1o-
is confidence will carry him gg;\ ?Epgred to predict my three p

Fif n !

oes succeed bu n teams though!

o ILEQDSeh?MgUIdH’t mind seeing Moo
not, I'm s

=-

. U THINK WILL FI

him playing in blue and white again — Sfé)ggggo‘;%N g
UT SOME OF OUR OTHER URE INTH

WHAT ABO

ow
ERRY HIBBERT? H
UNG PUPS LIKE Tt -

YM%CH HIGHER CAN THEY GO

be
| think up to hﬁn ;zaﬂ:?sssggsgr?ond |
hallen
moun‘r"i:‘ugo? h?::ve the easy plckings of

land.
Braintree, Horsham, Canvey Is
Marlow and Wedaldstone.

NOW
1S IT EASIER TO ATTRACT PLAYERS
TO WEALDSTONE?

t but....... | | have
| an be a class ac i
radaiorg e fine o
rsond : ; L
re\ﬁr‘ F}\’:JTerr'sf is struggling wﬂh_oeg"gonry.
wt mr?hos hampered h.ls pre-s e
?)rh‘:::e he gets himself in Shdﬁ\ il
wgrks il t;wh ﬁngvg? | expect PRC
i lay at a hig al, | wipee
Egﬁ gonsls’rency frgglorqgrﬁfg;?wgs of Profetss‘lgnal outlook
Big clu
r(];rllrfgrﬂggoﬁef?\qve witnesseddovirnﬂ;z C?owd
o its now do .
b “T?n%i?%c’é"én do If! Time will fell, ¢$Fc;tpkcv - foo’r?au
o anagemen
DO YOU THINK WE WILL FARE IN Honestm
HOW

BE A OWNSIDES?
THERE SEEMS TO WHAT ARE THE D
DIVISION TWO? CAPABLE OF
WHO ARE
LOT OF TEAMS

MOUNTING A CHALLENGE.

No! Division two equals Division three.

HOW DO YOU SELL WEALDSTONE TO
SPECTIVE PLAYERS?

No ground and division two.

r this question
d prefer to answe -
;U§OSAor$o the kick off in August onc
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HAVE YOU EVER SIGNED A PLAYER AS




BAD AS STUART JONES BEFORE?

| have made poor signings before and |
will again! The difference Is, my gam-
bles will not cost the club money. | think
Stuart failed to come close to his own
or my expectations as a player, It was
disappeinting signing in the end but
one | den’t regret, He showed great
commitment during his fime here and |
was hoping he would fill sither the cen-
fre half or centre midfield position we
were looking for at the start of last sea-
son, The budget always has something
to do with signings as well - You normal-
ly get what you pay for. Anyone got
some extra money to spare every
week??

WHAT ARE THE RESPECTIVE ROLES OF
THE MANAGEMENT TEAM?

Frank takes most of the training
although | tend to do dead balls, pat-
temn of play, and anything specific that
| feel Is going wrong during games.

Leo Is Mr Organised. He does most of
the paperwork and the match day
arrangements with players. | pick the
team (after a chat with the other two),
sign the players, chat to other man-
agers and fry to keep the chairman

happy!

HOW HIGH DO YOU FEEL THAT YOU
CAN TAKE THE CLUB?

If we can secure a ground | think It
would be possible to go info the
Conference but it would obviously take
fime getting the foundations and struc-
ture right fo achieve that ambition.

ARE YOUR OWN AMBITIONS WITH THE
CLUB DEPENDENT ON BUILDING A NEW
GROUND?

Yes, because without that we are limit-
ed to what we can achieve. Two years
Is probably maximum with getting a
ground. If we do find a home, the most
important aspect regarding the foot-
ball will be setting up a guality youth
scheme and d reserve team in order to
preduce and develop our own crop of
young players.

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE WEALD-
STONE TO AN OUTSIDER?

| think that is a similar situation fo trying
to attract a new player which | men-
tioned earlier. I'm sure a reference fo
‘sleeping giant’ would come into the
description somewhere and the excel-
lent administrative back up aleng with
the other points | said earlier, Once
again the main falking point would be
the fantastic support!

ANYTHING ELSE YOU MIGHT LIKE TO
ADD?

Qur aim at the start will be o builld a
solid foundation (18 points from 30) and
gradually pick up things up as the sea-
son progresses. Anything above that in
the first ten games will be a bonus -
anything below and | will be a worried
manl

| would ask the supporters to get
behind us again this year and if you
watch other games or hear of players
elsewhere please give Frank, Leo or
myself any details that may help our
cause. We follow everything up!

| hope we ali have an enjoyable and
successful season.
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THE DOUBLE

Layne Patterson, then Supporters Club Secretary, now Commercial Director,
reminds us that Wealdstone were the first - and the only current non-league
club - to achieve non-league's ultimate triumph.

The 1984/85 campaign, was without
doubt the most successful season in the
91 vear history of Wealdstene Football
Club, or iIndeed that of any other non-
league football club in the history of the
game.

It saw the unique achievement of the
non-league double, when the Gola
League (now the G M Vauxhall
Conference) was wan, followed shortly
after by the F. A. Trophy, the latter being
won at Wembley in front of 20,775 spec-
tators.

It was an even more remarkable
achievement, when one remembers that
the league was won with o

a shoestring squad of just
sixteen players, and no
reserve team to fall back
on. Paul Bowgett and
Dennis Byatt, both provid-
ed o formidable task for
any opposing forwards,
and the centre back part-
nership probably enjoyed
its most successful season,
with Byatt, in particular
showing great character
and commitment fo
bounce back from the
fragedy of losing his wife In
a car accident.

Alan Cordice also had his
best ever season for the
club, a fact that was
recorded when he was
voted both non-league
player of the year, and
supporters’ club player of
the year. Of course, every-
body in the Wedldstone
squad were heroes, and
all have earned a place in

Andy Graham
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the history books, but as unlikely a hero
as you will ever see was Andy Graham, d
qulet spoken school teacher who
popped up time and fime again, with
many important godls to become a “folk
hero” at Lower Mead, and one who s still
referred fo as "God”.

The early season signs were encouraging
with all four pre-season friendlies being
won. and fourteen godls being scored in
the process, with a notable 3-0 victory
over a strong Reading side being proba-
bly the high spot. The league campadign
began with the long frip up north to
Northwich Victoria, and 1,015 people
saw Stones begin with a 2-0 victory. goals

3 coming from Graves and
Holmes.

The next twelve league
oulings saw seven victo-
ries, including the unfor-
getftable 5-2 win at home
to Kidderminster, with
Graves claiming his first of
two hat tricks that season.

By mid-Qctlober Stones’
 were dlready being men-
tioned as possible cham-
pionship contenders, and
with an amazing 10-0 vic-
tory over Brentford in the
Capital League, every-
thing in the proverbial
garden looked rosy,

However, the next seven

. league and cup games

. bought Wealdstone back
. down to earth with an
almighty bump when only
one victory could be
managed, that being o

slim 2-2 win over local




Captain Paul Bowgett with the FA Trophy

rivails, Rayners Lane In the 2nd round of
Iho Middlesex Senior Cup watched by a
1ocord Lucas Avenue crowd:; this period
also saw two defeats within the space of
four days at the hands of arch rivals

I nfleld, the first being a 2-1 reverse in the
lob Lord Trophy, followed soon after by
a1 20 defeat away in the Gola League.

Slones then remained unbeaten until the
ond of the year, with a fine away victory
al Weymouth of particular note, The new
yoor started with a disappointing 1-0

dofoat at the hands of Bamet and when

It was
announced
that the
opponents for
the first round
ofthe FA
Trophy were
to be Harlow
Town, most
peopla
expected a
safe passage
into the next
round.
Howsver in
the vast open-
nass of the
sports stadium
that the Essex
! club calls
home, the
medgre
crowd watch-
ing the oft
postponed
I game saw
I Stones man-
age just three
afternpts on
. goal. The

. local press
branded it as
one of the
most boring
games seen
at the ground
ever, and with
Stones team
being brand-
ed as a bunch of “highly paid stars”,

Stones boss, Bricn Hall was clearly angry
with the result and in the resultant replay
a more pdlatable 50 victory was
gained, Stones scoring three fimes in the
opening fiffeen minufes. Cpponents for
the 2nd round were Wycombe; it was a
game in which Stones did not play par-
ticularly well, but when Donnellan was
upended in the area a penadlty was
awarded and from then on Stones never
looked like losing. The Wycombe press,
however, saw it differently claiming
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Stones” “kick and rush” tactics were "bor-
ing"”. This biased reporter’s frustration was
highlighted when he moaned that the
only success available to the Bucks side
now was that of the Hitachi Cup. This
game came half way through a run of
seven matches, only one of which was a
league matfch, that being c defeat
away to Barrow. Probably the highlight
for the fans, though, was the victery over
local rivals Harrow Borough in the semi-
final of the Middlesex Senior Cup
watched by 1,000 Stones’ fans af
Earlsmead. which lined up a final fie
against Enfield.

Midway through March Stones found
themselves involved in the fourth round
of the F. A, Trophy, against Frickley
Athletic. Two goals from Alan Cordice
helped Stones assure safe passage info
the semis (one of which took him just 16
seconds fo score). And it was then that
first mention began to made about the
“double”. and the prediction by
Chairman David Morritt that this was
going fo be Wealdstone’s year suddenly
didn’t seem so silly.

it was soon after this that the club began
to make its serious assault on the cham-
pionship with a run of five straight victo-
ries in eight days - Including midweek
games at Altrincham and Gateshead -
from where the Supporters’ frain didn’t
arrive back into London until six in the
morning - leading up to the two-legged
F.A. Trophy semi-final against Enfield.

The first leg was away, and the Stones
faced a very hungry Enfield side but o
lead of 2-0 thanks o Neil Cordice and
terrace messiah Andy Graham., were
enough to have the 800 Stones” followers
tunefully pronouncing “We're going to
Wembley - you're not”. The return leg the
following Saturday saw an official crowd
of 2,009 fill Lower Mead to the raffers,
and such was the demand for momen-
toes of this memorable part In the club’s
history that the video camercs were
called in to catch the action. Enfleld ran
out winners by the lone geal. In amatch

that was to say the least “ill-tempered”
and when Alan Cordice looked like
increasing the humiliation over the
Middlesex neighbours in the 88th minutfe,
the Enfield keeper ran a full 25 yards fo
pull off one of the crudest fouls ever seen
anywhere. Jacobs was promplly sent off
and Stones were on their way fo
Wembley. A fact that was naturally cele-
brated in the correct manner, and even
Enfleld boss Eddie McCluskey's claims
that the “inferlor side was going to
Wembley” could not take anything
away from what was a fantastic
achlevement.

This effectively ended the sedson for
Enfleld who lost thelr way dramatically in
the league., Stones however were
spurred on to greater success and were
able to brlefly concentrate onthe
league campdign agalin, and seven
days before Wealdstone's date with
Boston United at Wembley they were
given the oppertunity, whereby a draw
away to Kettering Town would secure
the Gola League championship. Alan
Clifton had secrefly persuaded
Conference secretary. Peter Hunter, to
let him fake the champlonship Trophy
with him fo Rockingham Road.

Andy Graham (who else) scored the
goal that gave Wedldstone the fitle and
the 700 jubilant Stones fans saw suspend-
ed skipper Paul Bowgett receive the first
plece of siiverware of the sedson,

Following the match an official from the
midlands club boarded one of the sup-
porters’ club coaches to say that they
had been a credit to Wedldstone and
wished the club luck for the following
Saturday at Wembley.

In the days leading up to the final.
Harrow, for so long a stop en-route for
many supporters on their way 1o
Wembley, had at last caught Wernbley
fever itself with good luck messages In
the windows of many shops, and scarves
Just about everywhere,
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David Marritt was proclaiming this as the
start of bigger things to come, with a
new purpose built “Morritt Stadium™ very
much on the horizon. The day of the
actual final came with many Boston
United fans travelling down from
Lincolnshire, but they were easily out-
numbered by Wedldstone supporters in
the 20,775 crowd. Brian Hall ied his out his
team who were back in the traditional
royal blue stip after briefly fliting with the

opponents, and the scenes of joy were
on the faces of the club from Middlesex
and not Lincolnshire. A mass party fol-
lowed at the club’s Lower Mead head-
quarters, with a speclal party and even a
beer tent on the pitch, Harrow launched
itself Into full scale celebrations.

Although one wonders what the cele-
brations wouid have been liked if a simi-
lar achievement had been made by a

It’s on the way... Andy Graham’s second minute strike

yellow and blue Shrewsbury style, much
1o the annoyance of the Wealdstone
faithful. The game ltself began at a blis-
fering pace which saw Stones go info an
early lead affer just two minutes, when a
Brian Greenaway corner was superbly hit
over his head by Graham. In the 20th
minute Stones were awarded a penalty
for handball, which was taken by Byatt
and although hit well was met by an
aven better save.

Stones were in conirol for the majority of
the first half, with Lee Holmes heading
them in fo a 2-0 lead at half fime. Five
minutes info the second half Cook
replied for Boston, however Stones held
on after some intense pressure from thelr

club whose local council were behind
the club, and perhaps In retrospect more
should have been done by them to
recognise such a fine and unique event
in not only the club’s, but the town’s his-

tory.

The now famous “double” was made the
“treble” when Stones defeated Enfield in
the final of the Middlesex Senlor Cup, a
match which was held over to the begin-
ning of the following seascn.

1684-85 was the most memoradble time in
my years of supporting the club, and
something nobody can or will ever take
away from us.

THE ELMSLIE ENDER SURVEY 1997

The Supporters’ verdict on the season

The response was superb, even eclips-
ing last year's record breaking effort.
So without further ado off we go.....

PLAYER OF THE SEASON

ROY MARSHALL 45%
Bryan Hammatt 18%
Terry Hibbert 18%

Other votes; Fergus Moore, Steve Bircham, Lee
Walker, lan Waugh.

The winner was o foregone conciusion from early
in the season and the rest of the vote mirored the
supporters’ club award,

IDIOT OF THE SEASON

TONY BOOTH 15%
The Greene Brothers (votes for both
Dennis - sorry - and David) 14%
Les Hebbs 10%

Other votes: Adrian Zefi, Mike Vincent, Stuart
Miller, Stuart Jones, Mr Roper (Ref v Lewes), Attic
rman, Lee Smart, Carren Benfield, Tony Maidment
at Shareham, Nedle Harvey, Leatherhead’s No 9,
Anyone who didn 't go to Harlow, Man behind the
wall at Clapton, Friend who supports the cppo for
c laugh, the whole of Harlow.

for one moment, it seemed thatf our new signing
Dennis Greene was going fo win this coveted
award, But Tony "Festering Fungus” Booth, despife
Eeing relatively quite this season, stormed up on
the blingside fo win the award,

MOST IMPROVED PLAYER

STEVE BIRCHAM 35%

Roy Marshall 19%
Terry Hibbert 16%

Cther votes: Fergus Moore, Bryan Hammatt,
Dominle Sterling, Tony Smith, Lawrence Yaku,
John Massey

Lasf season he would have besn bottom of the

poputarity stakes, but this year he's been crucial
fo our success, As was sean af Brainfree, we just

didn’t function os a team without him. His old

man’s a cool dude as well.

WORST PLAYER

STUART JONES 60%
David Ross 10%
Peter Green : 5%

Cther votes: John Massey, Adhan Zefi, Simen
Garner, Stuart Miller, Darren Bonfield, Chris
Walton, Egham'’s No 2, Leatherhead's player who
was sent-off.

Every mangger signs a player that haunis him for
ever and a day. Jones was truly rubbish. He
couldn’t pass, shof, and ran around ke a consti-
pated donkey.

MATCH OF THE SEASON

BRAINTREE (H) ICIS 3 84%
Wingate and Finchley (A) Icis 3 9%
Northwood (A Icis 3 7%

Other votes: No other vores!!

it is notf offen thaf the mateh that sees you win the
fifle doesn’t win this fype of award, bui the annihi-
{ation of Brainfree has gone down in many pso-
ple’s "top five mafches of all fime®, That night saw
a truly awescme perfomnance by Wealdstene.

WORST MATCH OF THE SEASON

HARLOW TOWN (H) ICIS 3 35%
Southall (A} Icis 3 15%
Banstead Athletic (A) GIC 14%

Cther votes: Braintree (A) lcis 3, Harlow (A) lels 3,
Spaiding (H) FAV, Flackwell Heath {A) icis 3,
Hendon {(A) MSC, Lewes (H) Icls 3, Me and my
wife, Northwood (H) lcls 3, Southall (H) leis 3,

This was fypical Wedldstone. Needing a point fo
win promotion, Stones were one downin three
minutes thanks to a bloomer by Bonfieid, then
Hibbert went off injured, Wough was sent off and
Miller missed an open goal. All that just in the first
halfil
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BEST AWAY TRIP
SPALDING UNITED (FAV) 30%
Northwood (lcls 3) 23%

Wingate and Finchley (Icis 3) 20%
Other voles: Bralntree lcis 3, Leatherhead AMT,
Shoreham FAC, Mamaris, Turkey 96.

The booze train trip finished jusf ahead of the tifie
win and the sponsored walk. Three great tips, any
of them could have won,

WORST AWAY TRIP

HARLOW TOWN (ICIS 3) 42%
Banstead Athlefic (GIC) 19%
Bralintree (Icis 3) 19%

Other votes: Flackwell Heath lcls 3, Horsham FAC,
Clapton lcis 3, Kingsbury Town Icis 3. Postponed
game at Egham, Hornchurch Icls 8, Aveley Icis 3,
East Thurreck United leis 3

Most of the votes came BEFORE the game in the
Essex helthole! Says a lof about the place.

TACKLE AND FOUL OF THE SEASON

BRYAN HAMMATT V SHOREHAM 17%
Paul London v Lewes 14%

All of lan Waugh's 13%
Other votes: Any against a Scurmmer, Various by
Roy Marshall, Les Hobbs V Lewes, Leatherhead
player v Smith, Hertford player v Lee Walker,
Sterling v Clapten, Perkins v Hammatt, Walker in
the bar at Northwood, Waugh two footed chal-
lenge v Harlow

Hammatt's unforfunate fall on Dove came auf on
top, just chead of London’s even more il-fated
tackle thai saw the Lewes player break his leg.

GOAL OF THE SEASON

TERRY HIBBERT V CAMBERLEY (H) ICI53  33%
Tery Hibbert v Wingate and Finchley (A Icis 3 32%

Roy Marshall v Braintree (H) Icis 3 9%
Other vates: Terry Hibbert v Epsom (A) lci 3, Peter
Green v Met Police (h) AMT, All the goals at
Neorhwaod, Hammatt v East Thurrock United (A)
lcis 3, Roy Marshall v Horsham (H) GIC. Hammalt v
Northwood (A) lcis 3, The Tery Hibbert collection

A mere hair's breath separated twe of Hibberi's
goals. The goal on the opening day of the season

which a mn from inside his own half past faiing
Camberley players and then past the 'keeper fin-
ished fust ahead of his briliant volfey at Wingate.

MISS OF THE SEASON

STUART MILLER V HARLOW (H) ICIS 3 39%
Steve Frazer v Hoddesdon Town (H) FAY 28%

Pefer Green v Met Palice (H) AMT 17%
Other votes: Peter Green v Tring (A) Ick 3, Green
various, Hibbert v Harlow (A) Icis 3, Roy Marshaill v
Spalding (H) FAV. Ms Loii Gale.

Miller was a greaf disappointment since he
signed last season, but it could have all been dif-
ferent had he nof missed this cpen goal on his
debut, Surely, though, Frazer's miss was worse. A
goping open goal from fwo yards out. And what
about Peter Green, when wasn't he missing an
easy chance?

BEST VISTING FANS

WERE THERE ANY?/WHO?/DON'T BE

STUPID 37%
Harlow Town 33%
Wingate and Finchley 12%

Other votes: Northwood, Wealdstone

The usual winner, And even when there are scme
away supporters they are juveniies like Harlow.

MOST PATHETIC SUPPORTERS

HARLOW TOWN 39%
Brcinfree Town 33%
Leighton Town 12%

Other votes: Leatherheod, Southall, Scummers,
Met Pallce, Spalding, too many fo mention.

it s not often there are three worthy candidates
for this award, but each, in there own way,
deserved fa win. Third were Lelghton, whose
tumout for the AMT final was fruly pathelic. | have
never seen supportin ¢ final so one-sided, ouf-
numberad 10:1. They were jusf a joke. Second
were Brainfree who barely managed 20 for the
top-ofthe table clash at the Whife Lion. How
many did we have for the maich in Essex? 2001
But, the winners are the one and only Harlow!ll Af
the White Lion, they did af least biing some sup-
porters. Only for the fact that they are fuvenile
fwats who should be in nursery school having their
bottoms wioed. But whot happened to them at
the Hellhola in Essex. Sormry it was an evening
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game and they had to be in bed early for school
the next day.

BEST MOMENT OF THE SEASON

WINNING AT NORTHWOOD/THE

GOALS/3RD GOAL 43%
Final whistle/beating Braintree  30%
Walk to Wingate 11%

Other votes; Harlow losing and Stones going up,
Leatherhead No 9 being sent off, Braintree’s
keeper pulling a face, Every goal v Braintree.

There was never going fo be any other winner.
The fact that the Braintree game came s close
as did shows was a fruly memerable mateh it was.

WORST MOMENT OF THE SEASON

LOSING TO HARLOW HOME AND AWAY 28%
Loshg to Hafow and Northweod n the same week  15%

Losing to Spalding 13%
Other votes: Seeing Bonfield in goal, Losing ot
Braintree, Boro's return to form, Losing fo
Flackwell, Losing the final v Leighton, Kingsbury
away, Girlfiend’s cat dying, Greene’s goal af
Hairlow, Bid for stadium falling through.

Losing to them once when you nesd a poinf fo
win promotion is bad encugh. but having to go fo
the ski-slope needing a win for the fitie and losing
agoin is just too much to take. Do | hate that
place! Second comes that fateful week when we
just needed a point first and then o win fo go up.
only for us fo lose fwice af home.

BEST OPPONENTS

NORTHWOOD 37%
Spalding United 32%
Braintree Town 10%

Other votes: Harlow Town, Scuthall, Wingate and
Finchley, Barstead Athletic, Horsham

Spalding were by far and away the besf feam we
played. How on earth Northwood won is beyond
baslief, All they did was defend agalnst us af the
White Lion and hif us on the break, and we pissed
all over them at Chesfnut Avenue.

WORST OPPONENTS

TRING TOWN 39%

Dorking 25%

Edgware Town 5%
Other votes: Clapton, Braintree, Kingsbury,
Harlow, Southall, Banstead, Toa many, Kemspton
Rovers, Lewes, Homchureh

Just so many fo choose from.

BEST GROUND

WINGATE-FINCHLEY - 36%
Edgware Town 14%
Lower Mead 11%

Other votes; Braintree Town, Northweod, Lewes,
Egham Town, Horsham, Spaiding United, All crap,
East Thurrock United, Kingsbury Town

Whether it is the ground or the welcome, but the
Bit Summers Stadium always does well.

WORST GROUND

HARLOW TOWN . 56%
Clapton 15%
Tring Town 7%

Other votes: Leatherhead, Hertford Town,
Camberey, Dorking, Al of them, Homchurch,
Hitchin Town

Guess what? Most pecple voled for the dump
befere we even played there!

BEST PROGRAMME

WEALDSTONE 57%
Northwood 35%
Wingate and Finchley 5%

Cther votes: Topless darts

After lnst season when Northwood were the first
team to win the award apart from Wealdsfone,
Stones regained the fifle, "Woods programme s
Lrllflant but the content is dulf and there are no
general football arficles.

MOST HATED TEAM

SCUM 84%
Harlow Town 15%
Manchester United %

Other votes: Horsham, Watford, Enfield, Mihwall

Seum are Scum are Scum are Scum etfc. efe, efc.
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THE TONY BOOTH AWARD FOR THE

MOST DISLIKED FOOTBALLING
PERSONALITY

TONY BCOTH 64%
Dennis Greene 8%
All at Enfield and Scum &%

Other votes: Mick Robinson, Megaphone Mick,
Any Scurmmer, Justin “Albatross” Daly, Mark Dunk
- Horsham’s manager, Graham Roberts, Horlow
Town, Russell Grant

Who else buf our mate. Festering himself!

WORST REFEREE

MR ROPER V LEWES 46%
Mr Culot v Spaiding 21%
99% of them 10%

Other votes: Mick Robinson, Steve Hibberd, Mr
Dodge, Mr Ebbage, P Dunn, Referee v Harlow (h)

The man that nearly started a riof at the Whife
Lion by sending off Fergus Moore for no reason
and then playing nearly ten minutes of injury fime
should be thrown off the list along with that plank

up af Spaiding.

ALL TIME FAVOURITE PLAYER

ALAN CORDICE 30%
George Duck 21%
Stuart Pearce 12%

Other votes: Hugh Lindssy, Dave Venables, Lee
Walker, Tony Blair, Tim Buzaglo, Fergus Maare,

Tony Lynch, George Best, Steve Perkins, Robin
Walnwright, Chris Lightfoot, Hughie Dowd.

Same fop fhree, just second and third the other
way round from last secson.

MOST MEMORABLE MATCH

BOSTON UNITED - F A TROPHY FINAL 1985 41%
Kettering Town - Gola League 1985 12%
Braintree Town - Icls 3 1997 12%
Other votes: Cambridge City (h) BHL 1991,
Nerthwood (a) 13 1997, Stevenage Ath (h) FAC
1965, Windsor (a) |13 1894, Tony Blair, Dover (h) BHL
1991, Leatherhead (h} AMT 1997, Swansea (h)
FAC 1985

Braintree sneaks info third, even ahead of the last
game at Lower Mead and fhe fitle win at
Nerfhweood, Top twe as expected.

WORST MATCH EVER

AP LEAMINGTON APL 1981 14%
Scum FAT 1990 13%
Any Scum defeat 13%

Other votes: Chesham United FAAC 1967, Scum
FAC 1981, Northweod (h) 13 1996, Cambridge BHL
1991, Any game at Tring/Southall, Any in 1993794,
Poole at Watford, WBA v Plymouth Argyle early
1990s, Grays FAC 1984, Bangor (o) 0-0, Reading
{a) FAC 1986, Rulslip Manor (o) FAC, Newport
(IOW) (h), CAV (h) MSC 1944, South Bank (a) FAT
1986, Gravesend (n) BHL 1992

Was it the worst match ever or the catalyst for the
double, A bif of both.

ATWHAT LEVEL OF FOOTBALL DO YOU THINK WEALDSTONE WILL BE PLAYING AT IN FIVE YEARS TIME?

Response In year 1997 1996
ISTHMIAN® PREMIER 54% 31%
ISTHMIAN®* ONE 36% 49%
CONFERENCE . 7% 5%
ISTHMIAN TWO 2% 4%
MERGED WITH EDGWARE - 4%
F A PREMIERSHIP - 1%
MARATHON LEAGUE - -%
SPARTAN LEAGUE - -%
DEFUNCT - 1%
* or Southem

1995 1994 1993 1992 1991
50%  55% 48%  29% 15%

30% 4% 13% -% -%
9% 40% 13% 17% 47%
% % -% -% -%
%o -% -% % %
% “% 8% % %
3% -% 4% 8% ~%
%o -% % 4% 11%
% -% 2% 17% 9%

Between 1991 & 1993 no respondents to this survey made the correct predic-

tion/
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SIMON GARNER

Wealdstone’s first genuine star since....err...John McCormick? Terry
Dyson?... talks to Mike Vincent

| met Simon for lunch, beerand a chat at the Royal
Oak in Abbots Langley on the 16th July, and this
came about through @ mutual fllend (and a work
colleague of mine) cdlled Steve Hayes, who sug-
gested the idea in the first place. The following
questions and answers took place, and | hope that
those reading this will find it a fascinating insight infe
the life and times of Blackburn Rovers record
goalscorer with 171 godls {eat your heart out Alan
Shearer ) and Wealdstone’s star striker,

Q Simon, first of all, many congratulations on help-
ing Wealdstone win the ICIS League Division Three
fitle, but Initially how was it that you came to Join
Wegldstone ?

A | joined Weaidstone after being released by
Woking when Garden Bartlett phoned and asked If |
would like to go and frain with them, and | went
training, enjoyed the setf up so signed for them. Up
untll then | hadn’t spoken to Gorden previously, and
affer speaking to him | rang a few people who told
me that he s @ very good manager, and that he
had done well in the past, so | decided fo give it a

ry.
& Had you heard of Wealdstone Football Club prior

fo this, and were you aware that they were the first
team to win the Non League double way back in
19857

A | had heard of Wealdstone before, but | didn’t
know where they played or what division they are
in. and when | locked in the newspapers | must
admit that | was looking In the ICIS Premier League
for them! In relation to the other part of the guestion
| can remember Wealdstone from their days in the
Vauxhall Conference, and was aware of thelr past
achievements, especially as | was born in Bosfon,
(Lincolnshire not America b.

Q What is your opinion of the cutrent set of playsrs
and management that we now have at the club ?

A The management team Is very good and the set
of players that won the title last season was a very
good team, and | thought we were by far and
away tha best team in the division, and | think that
we will do very well again this season, especially as
Gordaon Is looking to strengthen the squad.

& Moving on from that question, do you think that
promotion from ICIS Division Two is a redlistic possi-
bllity next season ?
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A Definitely. as Gordon knows what he needs fo get
out of the second division, and he is looking fo go
straight up and | think we’ll do it again.

& Undler the current management teom of Gordon
Frank and Leo, how far do you expect this club to
progress in the next five years ?

A The three of them work well together, and the
way Gordon knows his local and Non League foot-
ball, in five years time | would expect Wealdstone to
be playing in

the ICIS Premier League, af least. In the short fime
that I've known Gordon, | know that he lsn’t & man
to stand stil, and | think he will know what players he
will want fo enable Wealdstene fo get out of each
division,

& Congldering that Wealdstone were a club in the
ICIS Division Three, were you surprised at the leve! of
support that they got ?

A Very much so, as on leaving Woking | had the
chance to join Wealdstone or Fleet, and | went to
watch Fleet play and there were hardly any sup-
porfers there, and | spoke to Gordon, who seemed
d lot more involved in his job, knew what he wanted
and where he was going, and when | played a
game | couldn’t believe the level of support here,
it's very good and clko o laugh. | was used fo play-
Ing in front of larger crowds where you don’t tend
to hear Individuals, so when you play In front of a
smaller crowd you can hear everything that is being
sald, and it is very, very funny, | must admit,

Q You left for a short period of fime to joln
Dagenham And Redbridge, but what was the main
reason for coming back, and do you have any
regrets about not playing in the FA Trophy Final fhis
seoson ?

A | had a mate who played for Dagenham called
Glyn Creaser, who told me that they were still In the
FA Trophy and that they were looking for a striker, so
| seiid that Id go. | spoke to Gordon who was very
good about If, and when | joined Wealdstone he
said that if a club from o higher division came in |
could talk to them. | went to Dagenham and
played in one league game and was substitute in
another, realised | had made a big mistake, as they
weren't playing a patch on the type of football
being played at Wedldstone, as it was much more
kick and rush, | told thelr manager then spoke fo
Gordon who was very happy to take me back,
About regrets, no, as I've played at Wembley
Stadium four times and been a winner every fime,
so my 100% record s still Intact |

Q Meving onfo more general guestions, who would
you say is the best opponent that you have ceme

up dgalnst ?

A The best opponent was definitely Alan Hansen, he
was very tough fo play against, and | played
against him three or four times in cup compefitions.
As & team that Liverpocl team was the hardest that
I've played agalnst. Since being at Wealdstone
there is no cpponent that springs to mind as belng
pariiculary difficuli fo play against. Braintree were
supposed fo be fhe best other team in that division
and we beat them six nil, so up until now touch
wood | haven't had any particular problems.

Q What is the best goal that you have ever scored,
and what is the best goal that you have seen some-
one else scare ?

A The best goal | scered was for Blackburn against
Wolves from forty two and a half yards exactly,
because | meusured it, no | didn't really |, but that
was the best goal. To be honest | enjoy il the goais
that | scare, whather it's from forty yards or from
under one yard it is sfill a good goa! for me. | don't
care how they go In. As for the best goal by some-
ohe else fhers are so many fo choose from, | sup-
pose the one that springs to mind is David
Beckham'’s from the halfway line last season as

that was a good opportunist goal, though that's not
necessarily the best I've seen. I've been involved in
football for such a long fime that it Is difficult to pick
ouf one particular goal,

Q What has been the funniest moment that you
have experienced in your career ?

A | once played In o team when a lad got cramp
as he was running up to take o pendity and he fell
over and knocked the ball gently which dribbled
slowly info the goalkeepers arms, | think that one
has been on T.V. on "What happened next’ His
name was Pete Devine and it was In extra fime.
Since being at Wealdstone it has to be the fans, as
you can hear every remark when they take the
mickey out of the oppoesitien, and when Stuart Miller
rounded the goalkeeper last year and missed from
twa yards and hit the bar a bit ke Ronny Rosenthal
for Liverpool against Villa o few seasons back, | can
say that Stuart’s miss was funny now that the season
Is over and we won the league |

Q Who s the best striking partner that you've had
and also the best manager you have played for 7

AThe best striking pariner Is difficult as I've had such
a long career, but certainly at the beginning it
would have been John Radford who was famous
for playing for Arsenal. At that fime | was just starting
in the garne and he helped me a lot as did Duncan
McKenzie. Now I'm older | look for the younger play-
ers to do the running around for me | Also David
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Speedie was o very good player to play c:longmd?
as he took a lot of weight of you. Oh and | musi't
forget Lee Walker ! As for the best manager, af
Blackbum it would have to be a guy called Bobby
Saxton, as at that time there was no money at the
club, and he got us info the play offs on numercus
occasions without spending any money, On the
other hand you've got Kenny Dalglish whol of
course has had the money to spend, but he Is stil o
good manager, Also one of the best managers |
had was Martin O'Netll at Wycombe, as he Is such a
great motivator of players.

& What is your best memory from playing at
Blackburn ?

A That has to be breaking their scoring recorq.
when | scored a hat tek against Manchester City
and we won five nil or five one, | didn’t really win
any honours with them apart frem winning the
Simod Cup (Full Members, Zenlth Data Systems etc.)
after beating Charlton one nil, and that was my first
appearance al Wembley, that was o happy mem-

ory.

@ You left Blackburn just befare they hit the big fime
as such, so do you have any regrefs that this hap-
pened or were you genuinely pleased for them and
their fans when they won the Premiership ?

A | was very pleased for them, they are certainly the
first tearn whose results | look for. The place has
changed since | leff, as money was only just coming
Infe the club, as Dalglish arrived in the January and
they won the Play Offs af the end of the season. My
view is good luck to them, although | wish | was fen
years younger and earning the money they eamn |
There is no point in crying over spilt milk as | had
some great fimes there and after all those years in
the old Second Division it was about time thelr fans
SOW SOME SUCCess.

@ You've mentioned the highlights, but what would
you say was the lowest point in your career ?

A That has fo be relegation In my first seasen at
Blackburn when we were elegatfed from Division
Two fo Divisicn Three, and alse getting released
from Wycombe under the management of Alan
Smith, which werte very strange times let's say. That
was very upsetting at the time as | didn’t think that |
deserved to be released. Besides that I've not had
many bad memores, as I've been very lucky during
my career.

@ Now changing tack, as | want to ask some
Questions that the Wealdstone fans really want fo
know, like how did you lose your teeth ?

A They were knocked out playing for WBA against
Plymouth Argyle when Peter Shilton came out for
the ball. It was a bit like the Maradonna Incident,
only | headed the ball and put the ball in .the pe‘r
and Shilfon punched my feeth out | The main thing
was | still scored |

@ Did you buy an ICIS Division Three Champions
badge from Toby Jackson and if yes do you wear
it?

A He gave all the players a badge after the
Northwood game, and’| wear it every day of
coursel

Q Tell us something about Lee Walker that he
wouldn’t want us fo know ?

A He can’t pull @ woman, he thinks that he's Goc’is
gift to women but he can’t pull, or af least that’s
how the rumour goes |

Q@ Taiking about Lee he recently did a survey
amongst Wealdstone stoff, players and supporters
asking them who Is their favourite Spice Girl. What
would your answer be ?

A | can‘t really answer that as they are all too
young for me, | mean they are all young enough to
be my daughters, | suppose you'd be better ?ff ask-
Ing who my favourite Supreme is, and then |'d pick
Diana Ross ! If | had fo pick a Spice Glil it would
have fo be the posh one, you know, the one that is
going out with Beckham (I assume you mean
Victora, just in case any High Court judge s reading
this who doesn’t know who posh spice is). But really
I'm not into the Spice Girk.

& Finally thank you for your time, and I'd like to wish
you all the best for the coming geason and _The
future in general, but I'd like to end with a serlous
question that you might need some time to think
about before answering, considering that this inter-
view will hopefully be published in the Wealdsione
fanzine the Elmslie Ender, That guestion is do you
hate Harrow Borough ?

A Yes | hate Harrow Berough, is that what ['m meant
te say ? Yes | hate Harrow Borough, | don’t know
them at all but | hate them |

And that's all folks as they say. Take your hats off to
Simon Garner, a good footbdller, a good bioke, a
good laugh and semeene else who now hates the
Scummers |

Mike Vincent
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WHATEVER HAPPENED TO
WEALDSTONE?

It's a question asked from Gateshead to Weymouth. Martin Lacey
attempts to trace the labyrinthine events which brought a once famous
football club to its knees.

Back in the seventles, before the inven-
tion of realism, any non-league club
chairman worth his gin & tonic would tell
you with the utmost sincerity that his club
were destined for the Football League
within ten years. Wealdstone were no
exception. The stumbling block, as any-
one could see, was the state of Lower
Mead, so for as long as | can remember
there was always at least a vague plan
to rebuild, Initially at Lower Mead itself,
turning the pitch through 90 degrees
and bullding on surrcunding land. | don’t
know exactly when Wealdstone got into
debt, presumably not long after joining
the Southern League In 1971,
Traditionalists have often suggested that
the decision to abandon the amateur
ranks was Wealdstone's downfall, but
amateur status was abelished a few
years later anyway. True, Wycombe and
Enfield, who clung to the Isthmian code
to the end, have thrived. But other, fradi-
tionally bigger, clubs than Wealdstone
such as Hendon, Dulwich and Tooting
have been through as many traumas as
us with none of the silverware. By joining
the nominally “"professional’ ranks
Wealdstone got themselves on the grid
for the formation of the Alllance Premler
League and enjoyed a run of - relative -
FA Cup success that had previously
eluded them. However, once the club
were In debt, for whatever reason,
Lower Mead was doomed. The obvious
solution was to sell the ground, which
had been surrounded by fields when it
openead In 1922 but was now a prime
town centre development site, and build

on a chegper location, Little did anyone
suspect how hard that location would
be to find.

The arrival of David Mortltt at the start of
the sighties seemed to bring the dream
a step closer. Certainly things took a turn
for the better on the field, and nobody
can doubt that without Morritt's money
Wealdstone’s achievements of the 80s
would not have happened, nor that, for
a time, Morritt took real pleasure in the
club’s success and was as enthusiastic
as the most loyal supporter. But his plea-
sure came not from serving the support-
ers or the wider community; Wealdstone
was Morritt’s plaything. and though he
longed fo be seen as a man of the peo-
ple his actions rarely supported this aim.
He always referred to Wealdstone as
"my club” and treated it accordingly,
rarely listened to suggestions or criticism,
however constructive, while his oft alred
enthusiasm for a future merger with
Harrow Borough - not shared by anyone
else at elther club - showed how out of
touch he redlly was. So whils the club’s
fortunes on the pitch soared, PR went
out of the window. The failure to Identify
Wealdstone FC with the people of
Harrow was total. An average gafe of
around 800 the year Wealdstone won
the double was testament to this,

It needs to be borne in mind also that
most, If not all, Morritt’s investment in the
club was in the form of loans, which, with
the freehold of Lower Mead ds security,
were as safe as the proverbial houses.
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After the double Wealdstone’s fortunes
on the pitch declined sharply, Within two
years Brian Hall had resigned, citing lack
of money to rebuild a feam that was
arguably already past its peak when
they won at Wembley and was now sink-
ing In a division which was becoming
rapidly more competitive with the carrot
of automatic promotion to the Football
League dangling on the horizon.
Supporters had perhaps never fully been
convinced of Hall’s abllities and there
were not the rumblings of discontent
that might have been expected.
However, Hall's replacement, Colin
Meldrum, proved much worse, and
Wealdstone's footballing status went into
a ten year decline of disaster movie pro-
portiors.

By the midpoint of 1987-88 Wealdstone
were heading for relegation and
Morritt's popularity was In terminal
decline. Firstly he insisted that
Wealdstone would have to leave Lower
Mead at the end of the season regard-
less of whether there was a new ground
in the pipeline, because in the wake of
the Bradford fire three years earlier the
authorities were demanding extensive
improvements to the ground which he
was unwiling to finance when the club
was golng to move anyway. A tempo-
rary groundshare, possibly with Barnet,
was suggested. However, rumours circu-
lated that Moritt was exagerrating the
¢ost of the necessary improvements and
was simply desperate to call in his loans.
Worse for Morritt, the papers broke a
story that he had tried to buy Watford
from Elton John. This far fetched plan
involved using the money from the sale
of Lower Mead to buy Watford, where-
upon Morritt would become the Homets’
chdirman and Wealdstone would move
In to share at Vicarage Road. In theory,

this would have made Wealdstone
Watford’s landlords, but with Morritt
chairman of Watford and Wealdstone's
money gone It Is ludicrous to suppose
that Wealdstone could have survived
long before, at best, a merger in which
Wealdstone's identity would have van-
ished. The plan had been tumnmed down
flat by Watford long before It was in the
papers, but it was another nall In the cof-
fin of Mortitts career at Lower Mead.

This ludicrous scheme was seen as further
evidence of Morritt's lack of commit-
ment to Wealdstone and by way of
reward he was effectively run out of the
club, a case of Ef Tu, Brute, as it was his
deputy, Alan Cliffon who lead the back-
stabbing. Clifton won support by promis-
ing to spend money on the team, keep
Lower Mead open untll ifs replacement
was ready, and announce concrete
plans for a new ground within a year. It
sounded too good to be true and of
course It wasl

Cliffon kept one of his promises: to spend
on the team. It was hardly his fault that
managers who couldn’t manage spent
badiy on players who couldn’t play.
After relegation in 1988 Wealdstone
spent three years tolling in the midfable
mediocrity of the Southern League
Premier, making no impression in the
cups, while supporters continued to drift
away. However, the inevitable conse-
quence was an ever-accelerating debt
which made the sale of Lower Mead an
Increasingly urgent necessity.

Backing Wealdstone financlally now fell
to Harrovian Estates, a local property
company, with the long mooted plan fo
turn Lower Mead into a supermarket
increasingly aired In the open.

Barely elghteen months after taking over




- In the summer of 1989 - Clifton
anncunced that he would do exactly
what Morritt had been driven out of the
club for threatening: sell Lower Mead
and maove info a temporary home while
the search for @ new ground was pur-
sued. Worse still, the temporary home
was to be a desolate athletics stadium
at Willesden, devold of atmesphere and
largely inaccessible from the club’s tradi-
tional territory.

But by the end of the year there had
been a reprieve. Hamrovian had report-
edly stepped in with a further finance
package, designed to support the club
at Lower Mead for up to four vears, in
return for Wedldstone eventually selling
the ground at the 198¢ price: £8 million,
Smiles all round. Unfortunately it was a
short four years! Late in 1990 yet another
new plan was hatched. Wealdstone
were to move to a rebuilt Willesden
Stadium in 1992, groundsharing for a
year with Harrow Borough while the work
was carried cut. Although geographical-
ly far from Ideal, this did appear to at
least offer the prospect of financial secu-
rity and a ground to be proud of.

At this point, the history of Wealdstone
FC descends into a murky combination
of tragedy and farce, Unbeknown to the
supporters, Wealdstone and Harrovian
had committed themselves to selling
Lower Mead and the surrounding prop-
erty to Tesco for £12.1 million - fo be split
50-50 despite the fact that Wealdstone’s
share of the property had been valued
at anything up to £10 milion - before
confirming the availability of the
Willesden site. Once the local NIMBY ten-
dency got wind of the plan Brent
Councll, who had up to this point been
filled with glee at the prospect of ‘steal-
ing” Wealdstone from Harrow, did an
about face and promptly declared the

new greund a non-starter,

By February even the groundshare with
Harrow Borough had been withdrawn
from the negotiating table. The Harrow
Observer reported that this was because
the Isthmian League would not sanction
an Indefinite groundsharing arrange-
ment between one of its clubs and one
from a different league. | have since
been informed that this was. not to put
too fine a peint on it, ballocks. Indeed, in
1993 Wealdstone moved in with Yeading
under exactly the same conditions. With
only weeks remalning to the end of the
1990/91 season Wealdstone faced
homelessness and extinction.

Enter a knight in shining armour, though
some might now consider him to be
more of a court Jester. David Pollock, a
Wealdstone supporting estate agent
who happened to be friends with a
Watford FC director, approached the
Wealdstone board with an audacious
plan designed to save Wedldstone, ben-
efit Watford and put a few quid In his
own pocket by way of commission. For
£2.5 milion Wealdstone would get a 50%
share In Vicarage Road and move in
with Watford not as tenants but equal
partners.

Once the disbelief had died down sup-
porters were forced to admit this looked
lke a mastersiroke. Reservations about
the travelling and atmosphere apart,
Wealdstone had acquired a ground
which had recently graced the First
Division, and dfter paylng off existing
debts would have a cool £2.5 million left
in the bank with which to buid a team
fo fill Vicarage Road and pass rapidly
through the Conference en route to the
Football League. So what went wrong?

Answer: everything, Even as fans bade a
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drunken farewell to Lower Mead rumours
spread that the Walford deal was falling
apart. Indeed It was. Though
Wealdstone were, in theory, recelving
£6.05 million for Lower Mead around hailf
of this sum was being paid directly to
Harrovian in return for building the stadi-
um-that-wasn’t at Willesden, reputedly
as a legal but risky tax avoldance med-
sure. Wealdstone signed the deal with
Watford on the assumption that

afford. To pull out would have meant,
inevitably, being sued by Watford; to go
through with it was equally suicidal If the
missing cash was not recovered. Frantic
renegotiations ensued. In the end
Wealdstone pald Watford £2 million and
agreed to owe them the rest. Season
1991/92 kicked off on schedule at
Vicarage Road.

Waealdstone had now made three cata-

Wilderness years: Stones attack at an empty Vicarage Road

Harrovian were about to hand the
money back. But with the property
boom of the 80s well and fruly over,
Harrovian were on the fast track to
bankruptey and other credifors were at
the front of the queue for Wealdstone's
cash. Wealdstone had signed a deal
with Watford that they could no longer

strophic decislons in the space of a yearn:
(1) to sell Lower Mead without having
anywhere else to go; (2) fo pledge cash
to Harrovian to build a ground without
any guarantee that It would actually get
built and (3) agreeing to buy a 50%
share in Vicarage Road without being
certdin they had the money to pay for if.
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Clifton resigned shortly after the start of
the season claiming - astonishingly in the
light of subsequent revelations - that he
was proud fo be leaving the club in such
a healthy financial statel David Pollock
ascended the hotseat after a meteoric
rise from the terrace to the chairmanship
in six menths, Still little was done to inform
the supporters what had happened and
boardroom heads appeared to be
buried firmly in the sand when It came to
facing the impending crisis.

The supporters had only rumour and
hearsay to go by, and were at this time
little aware of how desperate the club’s
situation was. Stones owed Walford
£500,000 from the original purchase, plus
a mounting bill for interest and ground
maintenance costs, Harrovian were
gone for good, and since it appeared
that the deal between Wedaldstone and
Harrovian had been perfectly legitimate,
so  was Wealdstone's money.
Wealdstone’s only course of redress was
now to sue the solicitors who had
advised on the deal, but since this was
certain to be a long, complicated and
expensive process, with no guarantee of
success and the probability that even if
the case was won the payout would be
severely restricted by the extent of the
solicitors” insurance cover, the future
looked bleak.

Just as bleak on the pitch, where Brian
Hall, back for a second spell In charge,
was fdiling to cope with the demands of
the Southermn League Premier. Hail was
subsequently sacked as an economy
measure, dllowing him to come back for
qa payout when the club’s flnances were
straightened out; whether it would have
worked out cheaper we can’t say, but
most supporters would gladly have seen
him dismissed simply for being a crap

manager. Wealdstone ended the sea-
son with a new sort of double: relegation
and going Inte administration!

At flrst the administrator - David Buchler -
suggested that his role was merely to
protect Wealdstone from its credifors
and the existing board could go on run-
ning the club largely unhindered. Within
weeks he'd done an about-face, claim-
Ing he'd been unaware of the true
extent of Wealdstone's losses and that if
the deficit could not be cut Immediately
the club would close, to re-form if and
when there was a satisfactory cutcome
to the legal proceedings. This initicted a
franfic period of fundraising including
the expansion of the Blue Ribbon lottery
and the famous sponsored walk to Fisher
Athletic. Even so there was a redl fear
that every game might be the last.

On the plaving side. with their backs to
the wall the team responded posltively
at last; there was a brlef revival under
Dennis Byatt's reluctant managership;
promotlon seemed within reach for a
while, but results slumped in the second
half of the season and midtable beck-
oned.

The administrators saw Vicarage Road
as a millsfone and set about negotiating
to sell it back to Watford, The eventual
agreement saw  Watford buy
Wealdstone’s 50% back for £500,000 and
agree fo delay receipt of the outstand-
ing interest and maintenance arrears.
Since Wealdstone still owed Watford
£500,000 ne money actually changed
hands. When Stones finally settled their
debts they had effectively pald Watford
£2.137 million for two years of ground-
sharing. Watford's new stand went up ot
the Vicarage Road end, and when they
sought possible names for the new struc-
ture there were more than a few letters
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from the Harrow area suggesting "The
Wealdstone Memerial Stand”,

For 1993-94 Wealdstone moved in to
share with Yeading at The Warren, a
poor ground, lacking In atmosphere,
eight miles from Wealdstone and Inac-
cessible by public transport. On top of
that, with cash for the team constantly
being cut, Wealdstone had thelr worst
season in memeory avolding being
thrown out of the Southern League only
because there was no suitable replace-
ment. Crowds not surprisingly slumped to
record lows. However, there was one
piece of bright news during Stones” two
years at Yeading: an out of court settle-
ment of the outstanding legal cases
from the sale of Lower Mead. This was a
watershed: Wealdstone accepted that
the millions were gone for ever, but the
club were finally able to pay all their
debts and, solvent if no longer rich, con-
template the search for a ground of their
own once more, With the club at Its low-
est ebb David Pollock stepped down
and anether new chairman, Paul
Rumens, a longstanding supporter with
an appetite for the battles ahead, took
over,

The second season at Yeading saw dn
improvement in playing fortunes, but by
mid-season Wealdstone's league posi-
tion was irrelevant as the club had
agreed to switch to the Isthmian
League. meaning a voluntary relegation
of two divisions. The board sold the plan
to the membership on the basis that It
would save money and bring success,
albeit at a lower level, and it was
accepted, reluctantly, because of the
consensus that nothing was more impor-
tant than saving money towards the holy
grail of a new home for the club.

The nomadic trail continued to the White

Lion Ground, Edgware, where
Wedaldstone kicked off the 1995-96 sea-
son back in the Borough of Harrow. The
public had not forgotten the club: a
crowd of over 500 for the first home fix-
ture was bigger than for some of
Wealdstone's last Conference games at
Lower Mead. However, the team
neglected to deliver the goods, and fall-
ing fo win promotion at the first attempt
in such a poor competition was a bifter
plll. Mocreover, Wealdstone soon
appeared to be falling out with their
new landlords, and hopes for construc-
tion of a new ground at The Ridgeway
were dashed affer hopes had been high
and much money spent on preliminary
work,

1996-97 finally saw progress on the field,
Stones leading the table almost from
start to finish and winning promotion
from ICIS League Division Three as cham-
pions affer coming good on the final
day. Even then the achievement was
overshadowed by the nagging possibili-
ty that this might turn out to be the
club’s last ever trophy.

The viabllity of any non-league club
depends on generating revenue from
off-field activities and facllities and it has
long been recognised that for
Wealdstone to have any future they
must build their own ground. Plans and
proposals are still in the air, but with
dwindling funds the last chance is surely
not far away. Could 1997-28 be the sea-
son when the long-term future of
Wealdstone FC is secured? It's been @
long road down but we dll hope the first
step has now been taken on the way
back.
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SUDHIR SAYS

Elmslie Ender editor Sudhir Rawal gets to grips with prospects
for the new season

It was a very small step indeed, but a sig-
nificant ene.

Twelve long years, mainly shrouded in
confroversy, deepening crisis and lack-
lustre performances on the foothall field,
had elapsed since Wealdstone had last
won a championship. That was the Gola
League (Conference), and twelve years
later dafter three demotions (one self
imposed) it may have been only the
Isthmian League Division three, but a
champlonship it was.

In typical Wealdstone style, it was left to
the very end of the very last game of the
sedson. Having gone thirteen points clear
in February, Wealdstone should have
coasted to the title but we spluttered
towards the end of the season and it was
left to the final ten minutes of the season
to score the vital goals to secure the
championship. | suppose it made winning
the championship even sweeter and the
celebrations probably that much better.
A_nd boy, did the celebrations go on «all
night. Who can ever forget the pictures of
the pitch invasions in the local press after
the third goal, especially Jes Albert’s
beaming face as he went to hug Bryan
Hammati?

Without any doubt Wealdstone deserved
to win the title. Not only were we the most
consistent side in the division, buf our
annihilation of Braintree at the White Lion
Ground deserved the championship onifs
own. It was the most complete perfor-
mance by any Wealdstone side that | can
remember. The fact it was only six was
down to a combination of good goal-
keeping, poor finishing and sheer bad
luck. We deserved double figures that
night and have the crowd’s chants of
“What's it like to be outclassed” ever

been sung by Weadldstone fans with
greater conviction?

Obviously the title wasn’t won by that one
performance only. Qur consistency was
primarily down to a miserly defence. Both
Roy Marshall and Fergus Moore were
superb and the confidence that they
exuded permeated the rest of the side.
The midfield saw solid performances from
Steve Bircham and Paul McKay, with fitful
brilliance from Terry Hibbert. It was up
front, however, where we struggled. This
may appear strange, but our ‘goals for’
total for champions was pitiful. Our goals
came from a number of sources; we
failed to have one single big scorer and
our forwards had indifferent seasons in
hitting the back of the net. Bryan
Hammatt finished top of the tree but he
didn't score that regularly, being a
provider as much as a finisher. Lee
Walker spent much of the season on the
injury list and, but for any cameo role he
may play, he is not the answer to our
goalscoring problems. Peter Green
missed far, far mere than he scored. Paul
Sheldrick never re-creafed the form of the
previous seasen when he finished as top
godiscorer and Steve Fraser was just his
usual self. Even Simon Garner, though
superb dt creating chances for everyone
else, did not score enough goals.

There were some wonderful moments and
some exceptional performances. | have
direcady menticned the Braintree maich,
but we shouldn’t forget the Associate
Member Trophy semi-final against
Leatherhead, Wingate and Finchley both
home and away, the title decider at
Northwood, or the trip to Spalding to
name d few.

Our detractors will also say that we should
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have won the title, observing the size of
the club, support and resources at our
disposal. Whilst we were nof throwing
money around as under previous
regimes, you ¢an nof disagree with this
statement. It should not be forgotten,
though, that Braintree, definitely, and
Harlow, possibly, spent a lot more money
than we did and still didn't win the title ,
and in Horlow's case failed to even go
up. You can only win the division your in,
and we failed last season under similar
circumstances.

The season was also vital fo the manage-
ment team. They were acutely aware, s
everyone else, that promotion was
expected in thelr first season, let alone
last seasen. The lack of success creates a
pressure cooker which builds and builds
until it finally blows. The management’s
greatest feat was to never allow the pres-
sure o get out of hand or get fo the team.
The magazine, along with the vast majori-
fy of our support, has always felt that
Gordon Bartlett, Leo Morris and Frank
O’Brien are the right people at the right
club. It is a pertect partnership that if
allowed to develop, and this is more
down fo external factors rather than inter-
nal, can go from sirength to strength. Has
a manager a safer job in non-lecgue
football?

The main disappoiniments were the FA
competitions: the Challenge Cup and the
Vase. Our continued poor performance in
the E A Cup proves to be a great waste of
potential publicity. However last season
we were in a difficult group, so it was no
great surprise when we fell at the second
hurdle when we have failed in much
easier groups in the past. It might be per-
finent to note that the last time that we
reached the first round proper was 19856,
In the Vase, while it seemed disappoint-
ing at the fime to have falled in a compe-
tition that we were amongst the favourites
fo win, in hindsight a sustained run in the
Vase can only lead to a backlog of fix-

tures with little financial compensation. Of
course losing to Spalding in the replay
was unexpected. We should have won
the first maich in Lincolnshire and would
have but for an incompetent referee.

As testament to how good the season
was o number of previous records - since
we turned professional - were either
equalled or bettered. We beat the record
for the tewest league goals conceded In
a season , the most consecutive games
without a draw at home, the most con-
secutive league wins, home and away,
the most consecufive league wins at
home, the tewest drawn league maiches,
and equalled the record for fewest
defeats, and the most consecutive wins,
home and away combined.

The coming seasen could prove d water-
shed for the club. The majority of support-
ors seem to have taken a realistic view of
our chances for promotion. There are a
number of teams that can mount a chal-
lenge. We are certainly not the big fish in
the small pond anymore. | would suggest
that last season's side would not win pro-
motion at the tirst affempt and the crucial
pre-season signings will determine how
well we do.

As any manager will say, the spine of @
team is fundamentally important and in
the coniext of Wealdstone c¢hanges may
need to be made in this area. Darren
Bonfield was certainly more consistent
that his predcessor but crucial mistakes in
vital games will ensure that he is under a
lot of scruitny this season. Football is
about having the “bottle” to compete.
Roy Marshall needs a more consistent
playing pariner alongside him. Far too
often, he and Fergus Moore held the
defence together. The midfield performed
well last season, particulary McKay and
Bircham, but somecne like Chris Walton
will be looking for a much befter season
and Terry Hibbert should be seeking more
consistency.

75




Up front is where the most radical surgery
Is needed. Simon Garner is simply a class
portormer and in the pre-season friendlies
Is ailready looking sharper and leaner but
who will play alongside him? Bryan
Hammait's departure to Hayes has leff a
vold. Of the present incumbents, Lee
Walker seems past his best both ravaged
by Injury and the challenge of beiter
newcomers., Stuart Miller was a great dis-
appolntment last season. He failed to live
up to the promise he showed in the pre-
socson friendlies. How his season may
have progressed if he had not missed that
open godl agdinst Harlow we will never
know. Peter Green, though not as big a
disappointment as Miller, may have
scored the odd spectacular goal but
missed some real sitters. A vital season
looms for both Miller and Green in how
lhelr so far very disappointing Wealdstone
careers will fare, So who next...

Lawrence Yaku only played a couple of
goals last season, notable the semi-final
replay verses Leatherhead, and has
potenlial but it will be down to the man-
agement and the player himself to bring
the best out of him. The most encouraging
news up front is the signing of Dennis
Greene from Harlow Town. There are
some that will be filled with dread with the
news but he's an excellent acquisition.
He's the type of player that we haven’t
had for many years. A nasty, cocky char-
acler on the field who is a proven
goalscorer, The only downside is that he
will be playing in Finland until the end of
September and, therefore, missing a
quarter of the season. Another possible
acqulsition is Keith Boreham. Many will
recall that Boreham trained with us two
yeadrs ago, then decided io play for
Windsor where he finished as their lead-
ing scorer when they went up from the
third, then last season he moved to
Wembley and finished as their fop scorer
as they were promoted from the second.
A forward line of Garner, Greene and

Boreham looks very good on paper, and
can only enhance our promotion
chances.

The last two seasons we have predicted
the three teams that filled the promotion
spots accurately. This season it is far ico
close to call, too many potential chal-
lengers and we can only hope that
Wealdstone dare in there at the end.

Any toothall club, especially one that has
fallen so far, needs fo create a bandwag-
on effect before it can start it's long jour-
ney back. Winning the title has gone
some way towards that goal.

Obviously, a new ground will allow that
effect to continue and for that matter
alone, August 1997 will be possibly the
most crucial month in the Football Club’s
history. A number of vital meetings involy-
ing all the relevant parties are probably
going on as this publication goes to press.
A positive oufcome, and | am crossing
everything possible whilst writing this,
could mean that within two years a new
Lower Mead may finally take shape at
the Prince Edward Playing Fields. As
Gordon Bartlett mentions in his interview,
the Club can not continue to live o
nomadic existence. The Club must take
root, build solid foundations and prosper
in it's own stadium. Prince Edward seems
to be our last hope whatever other
options are available. Whatever your
political persuasion, there is no doubt that
the new MP for Harrow East, Tony
McNulty, has played a prominent role in
the move towards the new ground. It just
goes to show that it the political will is
there, then mountdins can be moved. We
are probably closer than we have ever
been betore, but by the same token if
does not have to be said that should
Prince Edward fail, so will our chance ftor
a ground In Harrow and probably the
Club’s future go with It.

Not only was last season good on the
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football field but many positive aspects
took place off the field as well. The
Football Club opened a new shop in cen-
tral Harrow. | remember on a trip to
Runcorn when | saw the Linnets shop In
their town cenire, | thought then what o
good local focal point it seemed to be.
So it has proved with the Lowlands Road
shop In Harrow. Not only is it a presence
in the town centre, a focal point, but
Layne Patterson has utilised the shop
space to the full. It Is now down to Layne
to ensure that the Shop becomes a com-
mercial as well promotional success that
it is now.

Further success of the field has been the
re-emergence of the Supporters’ Club
committee. A previous issue of the Eimslie
Ender had carrled a scathing aftack on
the committee. The committee has grown
to It's largest number in quite a while,
mostly consisting of the under 30s and is
moving forward in a number of areas. A
previous bug bear of mine has dlways
been the woeful way that the Junior
Stones has been handled in recent years.
More progress has been made in the
close season by Paul Fruin, than in the
previous five years. But the most startling
achievement of the committee was the
Walk to Wingate. The previous sponsored
walk, the Walk to Fisher, occurred under
dramatically different circumstances.
Then the club was looking oblivion
squarely in the eye, and raising funds
quickly was a question of life and death
for club, The Wingate walk just did not
have same urgency and |, for one, was
amozed at the number of participants.
Maybe the coup de grace was donating
25% to charity which not only raised con-
siderably more money but also allowed
the Supporters’ Club to earn valuable
publicity. Again, Paul Fruin, this time
assisted by Graham Jones, was involved.
As has been continually said, success
on the field will breed success off the field
for the Supporters’ Club.

Another vital step in the right direction
has been the self promotion of the Club
through the distribution of free tickets to
schools. This resulted in our best league
crowd in six years against Epsom. Indeed
the crowd would have been considerably
higher had a succession of poor results
not led to a number of regular supporters
not attending. The phrase ‘told you so’
comes to mind. It is something that this
magazine has advocated for yedrs. At
last the Club is using various stunts and
gimmicks fo restore our reputation as the
biggest Club in the Borough. The pub
team from South Harrow could fry the
same venture, and indeed has done so,
but cannot and will not attract the support

we cdan.

Talking of support, our home crowd_s
showed a healthy increase on the previ-
ous season and were nearly 50% higher
than the Scummers. This with us sfill three
divisions below them and without the aid
of away suppotrters who considerably
increase their crowds. Our away support
has been excellent as ever and some of
the numbers travelling to away games
has been amazing. A number of games
saw heady atmospheres not heard /seen
since Lower Mead, Obviously, Braintree af
home, $palding away, Northwood at
home in the second half and away at
Northwood, Harlow at home and
Leatherhead away spring to mind, but
crucially two games - home to Wingate
and East Thurrock - tumed thanks to the
support from the terraces. Predictably the
championship decider at Nerthwood
would always atiract our best away sup-
port of the season, but the 600 that made
the short trip up the A404 confinues fo
show the true potential that we have.
Continued success on the field and a
new ground can only enhance that.

The taste of success after twelve lean
years was sweel indeed, a sensqt[on_ |
don’t want to wait that many years again
to enjoy,
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WALK TO WINGATE

Five years on from the ‘Walk to Fisher’ which was at least partially
responsible for saving the club, Howard Krais reports on an attempt to

Last year was g great year. The champi-
onship, the last day. the Supporters Club
dinner - possibly the best club function
ever - and afso, very memorably, the walk
to Wingate.

Travel back to last Ocfober, and on the
moming of the away game at Camberley,
| recefved a phone cdll telling me that the
Supporters Club shop had been burned
down. Our immediate hopes of raising
some substantial money through the best
range of souvenirs since leaving Lower
Mead had gone literally up in smoke. it
was a devastating blow, both for the

recreate the Spirit of ‘92

3 Avme-

Supporters Club colflectively and me per-
sonally. There are times when you ask
vourself if performing such a role, purely ¢
voluntary one, remember, is worth it; and
this was certainly one of those times.

However, life carried on and we bslieved
it was important for the Suppoiters Club
not only to recover strongly, but also be
seen 1o recover strongly. A well supported
blanket collection, the new year raffle and
the annual quiz night made some much
needed moeney and raised spirits but.
together with Graham Jones and Fingers
Fruin, we began to plan an altegether big-
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ger even.

We first considered the merifs of a spon-
sored pub crawl. But lets face if, however
much fun it would be, who was going fo
donaie that much money?

It was about Christmas time that we
thought of a “walk”, It was five years since
the Fisher walk, and If that set standards
for football club survival, the sighfs for this
event were set somewhat lower. The fix-
fure list was consulted and the date was
set; we would walk to Wingate and
Finchley. just short of 10 miles from Harrow,
on Saturday 15 March.

To maximise the PR pofential we agreed
on linking up with a local charity; the St.
Luke's Hospice appeal, being one of the
highest profile in Harrow, seemed a per-
fect mafch, particularly with established
Wealdstone connections such as commit-
tee member Dan Helen, who helps at a §t.
Luke’'s day centre and Layne Palterson’s
mother running a $f. Luke s shop. When
we contacted the charity | don’t think
they expected too much, at first. Just a
local foofball club doing some fundraising.
| think that they probably expected we
might raise £250 for them, and after all,
any money was welcome.

As plans progressed, Fingers did a great
Job sussing out the route and ensuring that
the Wingate club were fully aware and
supportive of what we were doing. In fact
he was attending so many of their com-
mittee meelings | thought he was going fo
be co-opted! Grim was signing up people,
everi- Lee Walker (injured of course) was
rumeured to be joining.

The numbers were growing all the time. | §

was hoping we might get up to sixfy walk-
ers and raise at a push £2500. By the fime
the day came round it was all beginning
to seem quite exciting.

In fact there were seventy-two walkers
whe turned up at Harow and Wealdstone

station early on the Saturday morning.
Photographers from both the Harrow
Observer and the Harrow Times captured
the moment and we were also waved off
by fwo St. Lukes representatives. Lee
Walker's leg was not good enough fo
walk, so he didn't make it. but Frank
O’Brien, Leo Morris, and Afan Wharton all
did.

The route took us from Harrow and
Wealdsfone through Queensbury,
Kingsbury. Hencdion, across the Great North
Road and through Finchley to Summers
Lane. The one constanf for the whole walk
was that Roger Siater led throughout -
compefitive bugger! At times the party
were spread aimost a mile apart and it
must have taken half an hour for the
whole field to cafch up before the final
push into the ground,

We made it by abouf 11.30, about three
and a half hours affer leaving. Having
missed the Fisher walk (due to holiday) |
wasn‘t sure how it would feel physically
and it was fine for the first seven miles, but

1985 shirts don’t change their shape...
1985 fans do!
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leaving Hendon | began to feel the pain
rising from my soles upwards. But | wasn't
in anything like as bad shope as Jeremy
Albert. He had started the walk as official
coat handler, and got worse throughout.
He was really struggling come the end, no
pitch invasion that afternoon!

Wingate and Finchley had laid on an
excellent buffet, free drinks and cheap
ground admission for us. | kept wondering
why it was so strange fo find another club
who actually seem fo like us!

That afternoon we won 3-0. my nine
month old daughter enjoying seeing Teny
Hibbert at his best. It was an excellent day.

And how much did we raise? Not £2500,
but just short of £7000, quite an unbeliev-
able sum. At the Epsom home game we
presented St. Luke’s with a cheque for
£1500 and also made a similar donation to
the football club. And the Supporters Club

now has a sum of money put away for
when the new ground is buift, which might
ensure a roof on a stand, or a new shop of
our own once again.

If in October | had feit like quitting the
Supporters Club chair, the events of March
16 (and also May 3) make me feel quite
the opposite. | was so proud of our sup-
porters that day, and proud of the people
who had helped me make the day such
an incredible success, chiefly Fingers and
Grim.

It just shows what can be done with a will
to make things happen. How do we follow
it? Well, watch this space (or at least the
programme). What we can do - week
after week - is continue to prove that
Wealdstone FC has unequivocally the best
supporters in non-league football,




