BY TIM PARKS Scanning by
Martin Allen and Syl Knight

THE ANDY Graham article in
the Newport programme had
a lot of our older fans - and
even a lot of the younger fans
- looking back in wonder at
that far-off double winning
season, 17 years ago.

In many ways it was a bizarre
season. The Stones won the
Conference national — in those
days called the Gola League
despite losing 12 league games..
almost certainly more than we will
lose this campaign! The pioneering
points system introduced that

season — never tried before, and |

never tried since — of two for a
home win and three on the road
was ideally suited to Brian Hall’s
counter-attacking side.

And certainly our away record
was far better than our record at
Lower Mead, where a return of
just eight wins and five defeats
would have normally meant a final
mid-table placing at best.

so let me take you back to mid-
March 1985. The Stones had had
a great start to the season until
an Autumn hiccup thar saw us fail
to win in seven league games, and
go out of the FA Cup to Grays
Athletic (three levels below us in
the Ryman Div One).

We climbed back to striking
distance of leaders Altrincham
with three successive wins - over
Weymouth, Alty (crucially) and
Frickley before another stutter

|

WEALDSTONE 3 WEYMOUTH 2
T DOLSN'T SHFEM to
matter who puts on a

Wealdstone  shirt  these
duys - they can still win.

On Saturday @ much
changed side missing lles.
Ryatt,  Wainwright  and
Alun Cordice still minaged
o get the better of Wey-
mouth al 1ower Mead.

flowever. it was the
visitors who opened  the
scoring with a tenth min-
ute 2ozl trom  Bobby
Shinton.

Wealdstone had to wait
until the 25(h minuic to

pet back on level terms.
Greenaway headed on a
cross from the right for
Johnson to convert.

The home side then
entered their best period
and  struck  again  just
before the break. A good
move with Donnellan and
Neil Cordice going  the
length of the ficld saw
Cordice on the overlap
tflus: home a shot into the
Tar corner.

The sccond hall saw
sume fluent football from
the Stones but it was

'VIT STARTED WITH WEYMOUTH local pape

T report
pf the 3-2 defeat of the Terras (great lazy i?ealladline [\:\roord
boast’) with the late Nigel Johnson to the fore..

.E'ALDSTDNE 'S Nigel Johnson jumps out @

lefender on Saturdey.

Weymouth  that  scored.
Rogers beat three men
before squaring to Borth-
wick who struck a low shot
into the net.

But within three min-
utes Wealdstone restored
their lead. Graham had an
option to shoot but instead
fed to Donnellan who
accepted the task to send
the ball past the keeper.

Bowgett and  Neil
Cordice both had later
efforts that hit the wood-
work but the single goal
proved to be cnough.

The only sad note for
Wealdstone was the book-
ing of Gary Donneilan,

L, who will now miss the first

FA  Trophy semi
match with I'nfield.
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| Make or break week

in championship bid

THE mext week will make or break
Wealdstonc’s sssault on the Gola
League title.

They face four lcague games,
wIWDWM:
{ am and Gateshead and 2
| home match with Romcorn

“I would take the Trophy as it
wronid fastastic for everyone at the

|

5 Brisn Hall “They Steve Perkins, with a stomach
| e B T vt B e v
| what our chances are going 1o be. mmm“m-qu'l.M
; «Afler that we can stand back ummhbﬁﬂm

and see il we gre silll in the cham-

=

over the New Year period saw i
us progress in the FA Trophy but
drop points left, right and :

centre.
Fortunately, though, so did our

Kidderminster, Bath and Enfield
all topped the table at different
times... but the Es, probably the
best team of that era somehow
managed to go six games without

'V .THEN THE LEADERS

: a win leading up to the Trophy

i Stones’ rivals lining up to shoot
i themselves in the foot, Hall's side
main rivals. Altrincham, Dartford, |
i spell of five games in eight days:
¢ Weymouth at home on Saturday
§ March 23; Altrincham away on
i Monday March 25; Gateshead |
{ away on Wednesday March 27; i

semi-final against ourselves!
So, against this backdrop of the

embarked on a make-or-break :

.

SATURDAY 23 MARCH

v WEYMOUTH3 0y

: followed by Runcorn at home on
i Saturday March 30... and then,
i remarkably, Scarborough at
¢ home the following morning, on
i Sunday March 31st!

Martin Allen’s Archive comes to

i the fore with his cuttings illumi-
i nating all five games... undoubt-
i edly the most important week

in the history of Wealdstone
FC.

Cordice strikes to sink Altrincham

Goals from Andy Graham and
Alan Cordice won the vital
clash at Moss Lane, giving
Stones a league double over
the current leaders Altrin-
cham... faithfully reported by
the Harrow Observer (right)
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"Ston

i Altracham 1, W
WEALDSTONE mana
was not looking forward 1o Monday
] might's trip o Altrincham:

Bat his side twned in a performance
warthy ;gé_hsmpions to beat the Gola
League crs and close the it th
 iop of the table e
] “It was the crunch game and I did not
really fancy our chances up there.” ad

milted the Stones boss,

“Altrincham are no mugs. They are a
good side and i way always going to be
@ hard, physical game. Bur my players
were magnificen:.

“It seems that the tougher the o

< 51
| lLion the tougher we become and L*-}ip::(

:rr we play, It was a superb win and it
has n the boys their confidence back
They now realise they can best the

ger Bnan Hall

es close the gap

The goal spurred Altnncham into ac
ton and they mounted a series of attncks
on the Wealdstone goal

Their pressure was rewarded after 54
munutes when Ronnie Ellis stabbed the
ball home after a corner had been ficked
on at the near post.

Two munutes later Cordice looked set
io restore Wealdstone's lead, but he was
pulled down from behind by Jeff Johnson
as he raced for goal, a challenge which
brought a booking for the Alirincham

defender.

Cordice was again stopped on his wa
o goal in the 651
ifc pc;mhy are he
derect free kick, wiich Holmes apped to
¥ Paul Bowgert but fus chip was d?:‘i’fn ted

over

~q
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¢, this ume in
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€ was Andy Graham who was on the may




AND CONTINUED....

'V NEXT UP.. GATESHEAD AWAY Just two days after the
epic win at Altrincham, Stones were again in action in the far
North-East. The team stayed two nights in the North (chair-
man David Morritt showing exceptional generosity, and the
players all somehow getting two days off work)

and the team’s spirit came to the fore with a third succes-
sive victory at the International Stadium. This is the meagre
programme (left) while the Harry O managed to squeeze a
few lines on the game into its Stop Press column (below).
Alan Cordice was the hero at Altrincham; this time it was his
brother Neil who took the plaudits with a brace...
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Wealdstone beat Gateshead b 3 !
J {:’ one at l.he_ International g’!at;:fxozl:
; Gedncsday dight in the Golg League,
: ateshead took the lead in the sixth
| t;!l:l;x:::; :‘fter B(éwjett's back-pass wag in-
al

%! B o stabbed home by
| However a goal either side i

2 of 2
} by Neil Cordice gave Weafdsth::z[iux:

noints.
OFFICIAL MATGH DAY PROGRAMME Gateshicad L
Wednesday y v "W AND THEN IT WAS BACK TO LOWER MEAD After a long
27th March  Kick 7-30pm. wealdsione {!) two-and-a-half-day break, Stones found themselves facing
1985 rBY another tough test as title challengers Runcorn travelled

| - Soulth. But Alan C#rdlcehwon the day, yet again, wi;hba stlllperb
| goal to keep our hopes bubbling along, as reported by the
] GATESHEAD INTERNATIONAL STADIUM : Harry Observer once more, Just one more game to go....

Super strike sinks Runcorn

Wealdstone |, R A
A SUPERB goal rr:::‘):::., g More misery followed for ed Crompton 1o streak th
dice was enough to or- . Lrompton, making his debut after and hit a shot just wide. wi i
- Wealdstone two points apor; o EWA8 from Worcester, when he Carter Standing oftads. T Mark
| Runcorn on Samp:_ 5 dag:ur!st was bookegi in the second half for It was ref i i
1] tain Stone’s push for {}.: 'tlmcmam- 31";‘!::3"; l:lck at Steve MecCargo, (pe bus?ess:near:eonﬁ:;:r:ﬂgwld“'hu nas
Cordice struck af <. ‘caldstone were almost gifted f, SEy teld, putting
| foks ck after 27 minutes, an eighth m; fe: £ our names in his book.
| robbing Runcorn fu] A inute tead by a bizarre Joini
! full nan own goal by Runc ning Crompton were Steve
| Kettle and thep skipping past Bob- McRBr; 3 Sgmcom keeper McCargo, for Kicki
| by Fraser and M; McBride. Attempting 1o check AF , Kicking the ball
f hammering me‘;f;:‘ RU:’“;S before Quick throw out, the ball flew 0:: ;‘:‘? 3'; a free kick, and Fraser angd
| eeper Rz McBridl:aS advancing  of his hands, byt hj the foot of a ing é’or;?c’(bank. both for clarter-
| The first chance in ‘a match th po:t and was scrambled clear. Stones c,;;: the gr eec. -
| tumed out to be 2 disappoinis e 25 Oy Cordice's goal thag after the mat lf-g:r el
affair slogged out on Ppointing  brightened up a dujl first half. And exeigi ateh: “It was not a very
Lower Mead pyren = a muddy the second half turmed into a simj. oo N8 game, but it was never
corn's npew P :i 'n'” 0 Run- lar poor spectacle. EUT‘E{ to be.
Crompton, gning  Steve G:r}.« Donngﬂan livened things (rips t: :?:i:c‘l’:ry hard week, with
frer s Woods free kick in the  MeBrde tument o e that The players did realy oot
Minute : € bar and siger; Pl
o i 4 iil Lc:l s Cl;zrenp:s-::}k:r: ':cl':ree Emerson Griffiths caused ad ::fl:::'r:ﬁa I:ﬂ" !::r‘:n"“ ::oénplamls...
cart-stopping moment in the Bowsar “;'ﬂu‘n.gm iy argo. Biar,
dice Ushnson, .55 Coranens: ,Gm“’:\_"g.:\g‘:

stab =
bed the ball wide, Wealdstone defence when he allow- e,
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AND CONTINUED....
THE TURNING POINT

by Colin Pope

TUESDAY Mazch 26th could well go downn our history as the turning pointof the 1634/89 season,
and if we are destined to win the Gola League, then thert night could be the clincher Tt wasn't just
the fact that we beat league leaders Altrincham 2- 1; rather it was the manner in which we did it and
we really justified the appreciative comments from the 1,400 home crowd.

But a special word to our Supporters Chairman David Moritt told me on Tuesday thet he found
it difficult to find words which would adequately convey his delight, and appreciation at that
voriferous band at Altrincham on Tuesday who, although naturally greatly out-numbered, played
@ fremendous pozl in our great victory, with their enthusiastic vocal support.

1 can tell you that, from my tavels around the country, it is very apparent that Wealdstone
Supportets are rather a special breed, and that every single club in the Gola League is aware that
we have an away following, perticularly, which 15 the envy of them all

Bnd another goodly number cf them made the exceptionally long trek to the North East on
Wednesday night to rally the lads ot Gateshead, returning home on the 1.10 am txain, travelling all
night to get to Kings Cross soon after dawn and for « lot of them, going stradght to work! These
Supporters really do deserve something, be it the FA Trophy or the League Championship, and
we'd be a much poorer ou 4 without them ond thewx mind-boggling enthusiasm. Lads (cmd Lasses)
the Chairmen 15 proud of you, and thanks you immensely.

Tt was always going to be difficult at Gateshead, withits unicque lack of atmosphere, and in the
event, and on @ bitterly cold night, the result could easily have gone against us as Gateshead
cracked a hree kick against our bar in the closing stages. But three more away points puts us ina
wremendous position.

T've mentioned these grand supporters of ours ecrlier. 1tis with a lot of pride that we give the
names of those who made the trek to Gateshead and by the time we have played Scarborough on
Sunday, many of them will have spent out £50 in o week watching the ‘Stones.

Steve Field, Tony Hayes, Gordon Mackay, Tony Maidment, Paul Walsh, Paul Fruin, Trevor
Davies, Maxtin Allen, Phil Jettreson, Michael Kame, S. Khanng, Dave Pozish, George Pinkmey,
Mick Ferguson, Mark Stewart, Martin Lacey, Chris Ashton, Jim Baririck, Matthew Gloor, Tom
Wiseman, Steve Marshall And of all things, lon -standing supporter Ron Motre drove there and
back, a distance of almost 600 miles! Accompemying Bon were old faithfuls Val Shearer, Tony
Drew ond Jim Minehane With supporters like these we must be the luckiest club in Non-League
football Space prevents me from also listing those who went to Alrincham on Menday, but they
included spritely George Clayton, aged an astonishing 84!

All these supporters named above axe asked tocontact Da .d Free, whoisincharge ofthe gates,
in the club office when convenient when they will hecr something to {heir adventage!!
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Scarborough here oxn Sunday

TOR the first time ever, W have competitive soccer here tomorrow, Sunday! As most of you know,
Searborough will be our visitors, kick-off 11 am. Tt was at first thought that admission would be by
programme only, butitis, in {act, pay ot the gate, as usual, although you will be given a team sheet
as you enter the ground We're totally in the dark as to the sort of supporta Sunday moming match
will atizact, but we've peen wanting to find out for some hime, SO let's see!

Tncidentally, today's match programme for the Runcom game will also include pen pichuxes of
Searborough, 50 1t will be as well to bring this programme with you tomorow.

[lsewhere in thisissue you will find vital iniomctiantegcxrding the FA Trophy serni-final, second
leg, here on Saturday Bpril 13th, 3 pm. So please go through the progmmme!

APRAISE IN THE PROGRAMME As the amazing week drew to a close

there was a nice touch in the Stones prog, as Editor

Colin Pope drew nofice to the loyal fans who had travelled the length and breadth of the country to follow the blues...




Cordice goal
blasts Stones

backtothe top

Wesldstone 1. Scarborough 0
ALAN Cordice shot Wealdstone to the
top of the Gola League with his second
goal of the weekend at Lower Mead on
Sunday

He struck with the vital goal after 32
minutes o knock the wind out of a
Scarborough side that was sull buzzing
from a splendid victory at Enfield the
presvious day.

It was Wealdstone's first Sunday fix
ture sice March 1974 when a crowd of
1.300 waiched them beat Poole Town
32 in ther Southern League Cham
pronship season.

Scarborough’s visit attracted a gate
of 903 — wel} above Wealdstone's av
erage -—— but 1wo games i as mamy
days had clearlv put a strain on the
players.

This Sunday expenment faled to
produce a classic on the field, but cock
2 hoop Wealdstone wont worn too
much about that.

In the end. Scarborough could do
htde 10 prevent Wealdstone opeming up
a two point lead at the top of the table.

Boro started bnghily enough with
Dawid Bowman shooting just wide. and
John Hannah finding space mn the
Wealdstone box, only to see that ball
hooked off his feet for a corner

Scarborough had a narrow escape
aiter |2 minutes. A cross from Brian
Greenaway found Nei! Cordice and he
sent a powerful header into the back of
the net, oniy {0 see the effort disallowed
for offside.

There was no reprniese 1in the 32nd
minuie. Andy Graham touched the ball

through o Alan Cordice who galloped
clear of his marker. went round keeper
Gracme Crawford and planted his shot
mio an empty net

Indeed. 11 was Alan Cordice who
proved to be the thorn in Scarborough’s
side. Harn Dunn, Graham Hartley and
Kenmv Denms was all booked for fouls
on the Wealdstone stniker as
Scarborough’s frustrauon became more
evident

Hannah did manage to get the ball
inte the Wealdstone net dunng the first
half but the whistle had blown long
before for offside.

Scarborough. who won just two first
half corners and only one after the in
terval. posed few threats o the
Wealdstone defence

Skipper Paul Bowgett was mussing
with flu. but Steve Perkins coped well at
the centre of the back four.

Scarborough’s  best. ndeed only.
chance of the second half came 1n the
68th minute. A cross from Nigel Rose
was met by Bowman but his effort was
headed off the hne by Roy Davies

Wealdsione broke immediately and
the ball was worked to Mark Graves —
a 32nd munute replacement for Andy
Graham. Graves looked up and hit a
fierce dnve that beat Crawford but
dipped just over the bar.

Wealdstone  should  really have
scored a second. Graves. twice. and
“Nagel Johnson both wasted chances, but
the game had already dnfted well away

from Scarborough

Weabdstoae: lles Davies MoCargo Baatr Perkins
Warmwnight  Greenawas. S Cordiee. 3 Cordice
GrahamiGrasves <2y, Johnson
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A AFITTING END TO A GLORIOUS WEEK

A crowd of just under 1,000 turned out on
Sunday morning March 31 to watch the Stones
complete their wonderful sequence with a
single-goal victory over Scarborough... who had
themselves harboured an outside chance of the
title until Alan Cordice struck with the decisive

goal {right).

On the next pages we hear from rabid fan
Martin Allen, who was one of those who saw

EVERY game in the sequence ....
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stone’s goal on Sunday tmaorning,

“y
ALAN CORDICE pur the ball past Crawford the Scarbora




