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Good afternoon
. afternoon and a warm
welcome back to
. Grosvenor Vale for our
Easter Monday fixture
against our good friends from
Maidenhead United.
Our race to safety has been an
interesting one since my last programme
notes in the Boston United / Forest Green
Rovers double-header.
Following the York defeat and with the
illness in the camp still restricting our ability to
name a fully fit bench | think it fair to say that it was
only the extreme optimists amongst us who would
have predicted a maximum six point return from
the leagues form team in Boston and a hugely well
funded Forest Green who were sitting in 3rd place
in the league table and pushing hard for promotion,
But it was indeed six huge points in our back
pockets as we turned our attention to our next
game which just so happened to be against our
good friends Barnet, away at Prince Edwards
playing fields.
A nice easy away trip to the league leaders was
not exactly wetting the collective appetites of

or four weeks ago, as many predicted the
armageddon scenario of them winning the league
and relegating us all in one nightmare early
afternoon.

Results and the reality that not turning upata
derby wasn't an option soon kicked in though and a
noisy 759 of us witnessed another one of those
incredible Wealdstone performances that causes
hilarious meltdowns for those with an Amber bent.

Things can enly get easier now then..... well no

Written
In Stone

BY MARK HYDE

4 for and drive the team o to another sfga'scn%t. ':

National League level. ' Mark

THE SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME

As many of you will have noticed, the current
online trend is to use Artificial Intelligence (Al) to
produce Action Figures of friends, family or
celebrities with varying degrees of hilarity. The

¢ rapid evolution of Al resulted in a pre Barnet pub
. talkabout where it is heading and what jobs it will

inevitably replace, so with a theme of the death of
the printed programme later in this issue and the

~ longing of the staff here at programme towers to

AR

unfortunately, our relegation rivals have annoyingly 7
also thrown results together and not least of all this

afternoons opponents Maidenhead.
Today is massive! it's the good old 6 pointer so
lets be the mythical 12th man the management call

Stones fans when tickets initially went on sale three 7 "eclaim our midweeks | decided to ask Al to

produce an intro for this programme.......

‘This weekend, Wealdstone FC welcomes Maidenhead
United to Grosvenor Vale for an eagerly anticipated
National League cfash.
The Stones, buoyed by their passionate home support,
aim to build on recent form and climb the table, while
the Magpies look to spoil the party with their gritty,
counter-attacking style.
With both sides hungry for points, expect a fiercely
contested battle under the autumn sun.

GROK

7 |t's not bad to be fair - expect a secret article in the
~ near future and lets see if anyone spots it...
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Peaple are anly allowed entry to The Vale on match days subject to the following rules and requlations:

Rolfe East
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1) The club reserves the right to eject frem the ground any person who is considered to have committed any of the following acts:
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Wealdstone FC Board of Directors
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THE GAFFER'S COLUMN } &

ON other pages we lament
about declining programme
sales and people seemingly
not having the time to sit
down and digest these golden
words.

Well you can add Neil Gibson to
that number... butat least the
Stones gaffer has a good excuse!

“| always grab a programme at
every home game and I'm looking
forward to sitting down at the end
of the season, relaxing and catching
up with what’s been written” he
said when | spoke to him last Mon-
day.

“Butat the moment it's 70 or 80
hours a weelcand I'm constantly
talking to people, analysingand
thinking about the next game.

“VWe're working so hard but when
you have an occasion like Barnet it
makes it all worth it... to have over
700 people standing and singing
your name, well it's humbling and
also very special. People can see
how hard we are trying for them. It
was right up there with my top
moments in football.”

Was there an equivalent in
your career with Tranmere or
at Prestatyn?

“There are only really four histor-
ic clubs in the VWelsh Premier: Ban-
gor City, Rhyl, Prestacyn and Caer-
narvon and when we played our
local derby with Rhyl at Christmas
there might be over 2,500 in the
ground. The only thing that came
close to the Barnet experience was
when we played Bangor in the
Welsh Cup Final at the Racecourse
Ground (Wrexham}) and both
teams took 2,000 fans.

“It was a privilege to be part of
the game at Barnet and how loud
was the crowd?! It really didn't

Great moment
for Mike Renny Y
as Harrison
Sohna telisthe
Stones snapper
that he singled
him out for his
goal celebra- |
tion pictureon |
today’s front
cover

To have 7 o si Ing
your name is so humbling...
we are doing it all for them

to deny us a penalty when Harri-
son had to beat four players in the
six yard box with his shot? Luckily
it had the right ending”.

On the injury front (before last
Friday's crunch visit to Boston)
there are question marks over
Tyler Walker, who has gone back
to his parent club Lincon City for
assessment of his pulled hamstring
("which hopefully we've caught
before it becomes a full-blown
hammy") but good news regard-
ing Josh Grant and Connor McA-
voy who has been treated by his
club Fulham and should have been
fit to face Boston.

“We've been really unlucky with
centre-back injuries - we've not

sound like an away game”,

Did Barnet win the toss

and turn us around because
of the volume of away
support?

“I honestly don’t know, but it
can only have been Barnet
because they had no benefit
kicking that way in the first half.
All the sound was coming from
the Wealdstone fans and they
didn’t want us kicking towards
them in the second half”

The other strange thing

about the game was the bla-

tant handball immediately
leading up to Harrison Soh-

é na’s equaliser. Did the ref-
eree even see it?

~ "Well we asked the

- the fourth official
. and the referee
™ after the game
and he claimed
to have played
an advantage.
\ But how was
/itan advantage

|

seen the best of Cookie, for ex-
ample, who played against Yorl
when he was nowhere near fit but
we had no alternatives - but the
big bonus has been Deon who has
been magnificent since being re-
called from loan at St Albans. We
saw him play for them, establish-
ing himself at that level and since

INEIL GIBSON TALKS ALLTHINGS | WFC TOTIM PARKS

- LA
s win

Stones fans celebrate the
evellers Bic: John Td

he's been back he's been
awesome!”
And what about Alex Dyer?

“He has been such an example
to the younger players and
performs to such a great level
week in, week out. He's been
brilliant.

“People have asked about the
‘Baller League’ situation and he
had made the decision to take
part before | was made manager...
it was no place for me, at that par-
ticular moment, to step inand
stop him from playing. My focus
was on what he could do for the
club and, with all due respect, the
Baller League is no more demand-
ing than Alex going to the gym and
working on his own, as he would
have done otherwise”.

And finally, is playing two
centre forwards going to

. continue after the injury to

i
i

Tyler?

“That’s the way | like my teams
to play and it takes the pressure
off Reidy... Micah came in and did
well last week and the 3-4-1-2
formation works well for us. Oth-
erwise it’s four at the back with a
midfield diameond and two up top.

“WWe have gooed options in mid-
field with Harrison, Granty and
Muzzy all fit and well and ready to

~ come in. YWe've just got to keep

the positive run going now, when
it really matters”.

R A,

HELLO everyone and
welcome back to the Vale
for what is a massive
game this afternoon
v Maidenhead United.
The visitors today are in
‘must win territory’ at the time
of writing and | believe we'll
treat the game in the same
vein. Both sides have been in
decent form recently, picking
up much-needed wins at this |
most crucial time. '
One could be forgiven for
thinking we wouldn't pick up
too many peints from our
last four games (before Bos-
ton). Trips to title chasers
York City and Barnet are
tough places to go and get
points, and to beat fellow

he’s

home was a huge result for
the team's confidence and our
survival in the league. As players
and staff we are always checking the
latest scores, results and future fix-
tures and | can guarantee our rivals
would’ve put those three games
down as losses. Not only have we
gained some much needed points
but we have also hurt our relega-
tion rivals psychologically a bit too.

I think that away end at Bar-
net is my favourite one in the
league. The atmosphere our fans
create there every season is incred-
ible. It's been nice to pick up a cou-
ple of points there in the last two
years which has been no mean feat
considering the strength of Barnet’s
home form over that period.

When playing against sides to-
wards the top of the table, you have
to accept that they will dominate

He ain’t |
heavy., & ™

Kallum
competitors Forest Green at [Atiel

G THE No10 VIEW: MAX KRETZSCHMAR
SV TAKESITTOTHE m, A,

X
Even the opposition
managers mention

the noise you make..
ke

Itgoing please!

v Taffel

Credit must go to the gaffer and his
staff for the diligent preparation
they've done and tactical sessions
we've worlked hard on in training.
As a player | want clarity in my role
on a pitch and | think that clarity
and detail out of possession is so
vital at this level,

Today’s game will be a bit different
I feel. We want to dominate the ball
at home when we can but today will
be a fight first and foremost. Maid-
enhead have always been a hard nut
to crack under Alan Devonshire
and always seem to string encugh
results together to retain their
National League status.

Forest Green manager Steve
Corterill mentioned in his post
match interview our crowd and the
noise you make - it makes a huge
difference as we all know so | urge

i # 1
il Y
I i

Pic: John .

the ball for large spells of the game
and you are going to suffer out of
possession. | think we've made
great strides in our discipline and
shape in our defensive structure.

you to keep it going for two more
home games to help get us over the
line. Give it everything and we as
players will too!

uTs!

Don't miss out on my revealing vlog... find it
online at youtube.com/@maxtalksfoothall
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| see myselfas a
goalscorer.. give

me enough games

& enough minutes
and | will aiways §
get20 goalsina

season. | also have; ‘

an ego thing of
wanting to score
goals for eve

club that | play for'f; |

Alex, you are the first Stones striker to hit
the magical 20 goal mark for over a decade...
how have you enjoyed this past season? And
why have the goals flowed so readily for you?
That is very interesting to know as | am big fan of
records and stats etc... it's been a couple of reasons
really I'd say. Without sounding big headed | always
look at myself as a goalscorer and believe that, given
enough games and minutes | will always score 20
goals wherever and whatever team | play

in... as | think all strikers should. That
mixed in with us playing at times
some free flowing attacking foot-
ball - and having players that suit
my playing style putting balls in
the box and getting me running
in behind - | believe that’s all
added to it!

Do you prefer playing up
top on your own or with a
second striker? Do you feel

Familiar picture; Alex
wheels away after
scoring twice against
Eastleigh at the Vale|
PIC: SEAN TROUP

3 A

you are striking up a
relationship with Tyler Walker? Personally | like
to play up front in a pair, so | am very thankful for this
new trend of having two strikers up front again... for a
while it seemed everyone was going mad on 4-3-3 or
4-2-3-1 and having the lone striker which doesn't suit
me as such. | can play alone but if you ask any strilker it
is a much tougher task. Yes, Tyler and | have struck up
a nice little partnership as he has such pedigree
and experience at higher levels {pictured
left together)... it hasn’t been too hard.
But to be fair for the first part of the
season | also had a great partnership
s with Sam Ashford!

' Looking back over your
| career, you must have the
reputation of being the most
: k' ¥ prolific on-loan striker in alf
™ fY of football! Why do you think
% b this is? Do you find it more moti-

- do, and will only benefit us hopefully in

as the man to get them out of a mess?
Yes, | mean if you are on loan first of all it’s
for a couple of reasens: You either aren’t
getting played, aren't in another club's plans
or are young and need the experience - so
having been through all of those stages in my
career |'ve always gone on loan and seen
loans as a chance to prove people wrong and
prove myself right. Also | do have an ego
thing of always going to a club and wanting to
be able to say | scored there.
We know you live in Manchester and
have family in Solihull - so how do
you cope with all that driving? | don't,
In shart, it is very very very very tough
some evenings after we've lost by three or
four. It is a frustrating drive home - don't get
me wrong- but the club has been un-
believable with me in terms of letting
me stay in hotels some Fridays to
break it up for me if we've had mid-
week games too. |f we win on the
weekend the journey definitely
flies quicker!
How does the travelling im-
pact on your family life?
Well again, in short my girl-
friend isn't a fan at all of the
travel as sometimes (espe-
cially if we have a mid week
game and | stay at my Mom’s
in Birmingham to break up
the journey) she only gets to
see me once or twice a week.
Butshe is super super support-
ive and she knows it's something | have to

the longer run!

Do you think Oldham will want to
keep you in the summer or is anoth-
er move on the cards? | think it will be
on to a new challenge in the summer.

Are there any other members of
your family who played profession-
al sport? No... | always say this, my Mom
or Dad won't mind me saying but they
aren’t very naturally sporty. The only real
memories | have with her is going on runs
with her with a small ball when she was
keeping fit but in terms of football | don’
think my parents have ever kicked a ball
(not properly anyways)

You made a dramatic debut for
Woealdstone with a hat trick against
Gosport Borough, but which of your

20 goals so far (21 including one for Oldham)
this season has given you the greatest satis-
faction? Well if | had to pick a favourite, it would
probably be Grimsby away just because of the occa-
sion for the club and for me personally... my girlfriend
was watching me play for Wealdstone for the first
time, as well as her family, plus my Nan all in the crowd
- and just the way it went, A goal in the 89th minute
(best scuff you'll see} and against a League Two team
who no one would have backed us to beat. So yes:
Grimsby! '
Have you scored against the Stones? | seem to
remember one, when you ran from the halif-
way line, when playing for Oldham! Yes | have
scored a few times against VWealdstone... from memo-
ry, | scored for Oldham when | ran and chopped Char-
lie Barker... plus | scored a brace against the Stones for
Stockport County to take my tally to 21 for the 2020-
2] season (the Covid season) which is
why | remember it!
Not many people would know
that you played at Wembley
’ Stadium twice in May 2019
\ when at AFC Fylde. The FA
Trophy Final against Ley-
ton Orient, which you
won, and then the Na-
tional League play-off
final against Salford City
when you were beaten
3-0. What do you re- .
member of those }
games? | remember being
so up tight and nervous for
the Salford game because |
know how much it meant
to everyone at AFC Fylde
and it was my first time at
Wembley and first time in
a play off final . Ve ended
up losing 3-0 and | just felt
from that day forward
that | wasn't ever going to
g0 into any other game
with nerves and adopted a
more laid back and relaxed
attitude to games. The sec-
ond game speaks for itself,
Leyton Orient were already
promoted as NL Champions so
there was a party atmosphere -
they brought 30,000 fans and
we brought nearly 12,000 so it
felt like a proper game. From
there it was was just a blur... we
Continued overpage>>




Meet the stowes ALEX REID CONTINUED...

from previous page

wen |-0 (Canny Rowe with the goal}

and it was just unbelievable. My best

day in football!

And how dramatic was the

FA Trophy semi-final

against one of your later

clubs, Stockport County

which you won 3-2 (3-2

on aggregate)?! Very very

dramatic again... this was prob-

ably my favourite goal | have

scored in my career just down

to the manner in how it hap-

pened. Y¥e scored; they scored; we

scored; they scored; and then in the

last minute | scored the winner to send

the club to Wembley for the first time ever! [t
‘was just amazing, little did | know |'d play and get pro-
moted with Stockport a couple of seasons later!

Do you have other memorable momentsin
your football career? Do you regret not hav-
ing played more games in the EFL, or break-
ing through as a youngster at Aston Villa?
One of my memorable moments in football is proba- £
bly when | was back down in the lower leagues, play-
ing with Rushall Olympic and just having that belief in
myself after falling out of the academy system. | just
got that love back and enjoying playing again really...
in terms of the EFL | probably would have liked to play
a little more but | do feel the levels between our
league probably up to League One (which I've played
in) is surprisingly little, so I've always known | am
mere than good enough to play there. | just didn't
want to sacrifice going to the EFL for the sake of going
to the EFL if that makes sense... I've played for big
teams like Oldham and Stockport who have a much
bigger following than a lot of EFL clubs anyways!

Do you support any club? When was the last
time you pald to watch a game? Aston Villa

have always been my team and will al-
» ways, however it is annoying living in
Manchester | haven't had chance
I\ to see them a lot as we both play
B Saturdays. And I'mjust not in
' Birmingham during the week.
\ How did the loan deal to
il the Yale come about?
There must have been
' many other clubs closer
to home? Yes there were
different clubs but honestly |
just felt in this loan that what
was essential was minutes - and |
just felt the position that ¥Weald-
stone were in, mixed with the reputa-
tion | had already in this league for going
straight in, playing straight away and getting those
minutes - plus to be playing in a style that | felt | would
# thrivein!
Z How are the players adapting to the new
management team? Good! It has been positive so
far we are just all plugging in the same direction to get
the same goal which is a goed thing for everyone!
Z You are 30 later this year but clearly in great
- shape. Are you one of those footballers who
arry on like Ronaldo? Haha | do like to keep my-
elf in shape and | do get up every morning at around
am when me and my girifriend go to the gym (she
oves it | promise) but yes | believe your health is
© your wealth so | try to keep as in good a shape as
p ossible
7 And finally... what is your favourite hoﬂday
£ destination? Probably the Caribbean to be fair... it's
where my other side of the family are from and it's
where my Mom was married, and it’s beautiful.
And what’s your favourite restaurant?
Probab!y a nice ltalian number. Feed me pasta and
cheese and |'m happy!

_G'\V'
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The man with maybe the best half-and-half collection in English football! Alex is pictured

HARROW COLLEGE IS PROUD
TO BE WORKING WITH
WEALDSTONE FC.

Join us in September 2025! Places are available on courses and apprenticeships
at Harrow College including our Wealdstone Football Academy programme.

To find out more, come along to an Open Day or visit the website. Scan the QR
code for more infermation.

SCAN FOR MORE INFO

0000

arrow
COLLEGE

signing on for Dagenham, AFC Fylde, Solihull Moors, Fleetwood, Oldham, and Stockport
County. There were more but we got a bit of scarf fatigue. Bet they’re all in your loft Reidy
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©Elmslie Ender was among the first wave of football club magazines when it replaced ‘Long Ball
Down the Middle’ as the Wealdstone fanzine in the mid-1980s. LBDTM’s forerunner ‘Wealdstone
Whispers® was famously the THE very first football fanzine in Britain when it was published in 1971

How can we save the#
printed prog from the

unstoppable surge

of digital progress? LN

THE RELENTLESS march of technology
has brought increasingly rapid change,
much good, some bad.

One change within football that appears to be
gaining momentum is the decreasing number of
clubs now printing matchday programmes... or
even praduci Ng any programme whatsoever.

Many will argue that this is a trivial issue, and
in truth | don't think | could offer up an argument to
counter it. My sadness at the slow and inevitable
death of the paper programme comes more from
emotion than practicality.

While we welcome significant numbers of new,
young Stones fans the resultis that much of our home
crowd now routinely read everything on an electron-
ic device.The very idea of paper versicns would seem
at best quaint to them... and that is why | suggest the
death of the paper version of a matchday programme
is inevitable.

My plea here is to, in VWeald-
stone's case, slow down the
process as much as possible.

Olkay, | own up. | am a fan of
the traditional paper version of
the matchday programme. | put
it down to my advanced age. |
have always bought a home
WFC programme, and continue
to do so, and until recently |
always purchased a programme
when we played away matches. |
have stopped doing the latter be-
cause, first and foremost, they
have become as dull as ditchwa- 3
ter; glossy, sleek and professional, &
but corporate and identikit. Sec-
ondly, | now have so many boxes
of football programmes that it
won't take too long until our lott
floor gives way!

| repeat that the vast majority of

football fans are considerably younger than
me and their go-to form of reading material
, is on screen. They thus see no reason to buy
a programme on the day. Social media pro-
vides them with all the information they

¢ need or want about any given match. But
they are potentially missing out on much to
be enjoyed for years to come!

When | started attending Wealdstone away
games in around 1966, | always | arrived at the
grounds ridiculously early to ensure | nabbed my
copy of the match programme. Not to acquire one
sent me into a deep depression. They were often
no more than a couple of sheets folded over and
containing little more than details of the match
(date and time of kick off) and the team lineups, but
to me they were precious documents to be careful-
ly transported, read and stored away.

For home games at Lower Mead | would pay my

9d at the turnstiles and then
be relieved of a further 3d at
the programme hut for my
copy of one sheet of paper
folded in a way to produce six
small pages containing pro-
| gramme notes, team lineups,

. league tables, results and

advertisements.

| don’t buy or read match
programmes online so | can

viewed: | have no ideaifan
online version of Weald-

2025 will be saved and
stored away so thatit can
'l be retrieved in, say, 30
] "B years' time. But | can pick
TG CHULE, up a programme for any
i i VVealdstone home match
from April 1963 onwards

and luxuriate in the memories it will offer. And you
don’t need to have been at matches to glean enjoy-
ment from programmes. | have Wealdstone pro-
grammes way back to 1946 which significantly pre-
dates me. In addition to providing me with a part of
the history of the club | love, they also serve as
wonderful social documents.

Alongside my Wealdstone programmes, those |
value almost as highly are those for the FA Ama-
teur Cup Finals. | have most of them post war and
they retained just about the same

structure for the entire time until the The pmgrammes

Leaving aside the adverts, what makes

ours is full of highly readable and enjoyable content. In
addition to the standard intro from the programme
editor (Mark Hyde), the manager's column, fixtures,
results, goalscorers, players’ records, league table,
team squads, Supporters Club column, sponsorship
details and information on the opposition, you have
the excellent “Insider's" view from Max Kretzschmar;
Sudhir’s take on all things Wealdstone in the Elmslie
Ender column (today inhabited by myself); Hillsy’s al-
ways informative “Stats Attack”; Leigh Edwards’ ex-
cellent profile of the best of the opposi-
tion managers; the fascinating “Fan in the

say) endless and entertaining looks back

competition was discontinued in 1974. wereso mnnEihat Stand” and, of course, Tim'’s (some would

them so much of their time are the pen ‘lhe manager

Bartlett banned the

pictures of the players.
In the immediate post war period,

m’dnn at Wealdstone games from the past.
This is a rich mix of a publication to
interest both home and away fans, de-

the pen pics are littered with informa- inp signed and presented in Tim” hy,
o players fromreading 57e), veer in Tim's punchy

tion about how and where the individ-
uals served in the war. A significant
number were still serving in some ca-

pacity and, of course, until the turn of ~ FOOM.. thE players
the 1960s, they would make reference wi:
to when and where they did their Na- Weren t IIStemng tﬂ

his team talks!

tional Service.

The players all had jobs outside foot-
ball which, along with the more limited travelling
options in those days, often meant that the their
clubs were reasonably local. Those that most often
moved large distances from one club to another
were schoolteachers. Their jobs were quite varied
with many not now existing after recent techno-
logical progress.

But I am not pleading for Wealdstone’s
programme to continue just because it is
produced by my club. | genuinely believe it
to be ah outstanding publication.

Unlike the dreary offerings of the big NL clubs,

slightly eccentric and thoroughly read-

them in the Ehanging able style. In so far as modern matchday

programmes go, it is quite unique.

So how do we try and ensure its con-
tinuation? Well, like our stadium the pro-
gramme is quirky and | suggest we should
aim to retain, if not increase, that unique-
ness and quirkiness. For me the pro-
gramme peaked during the 2003/04 season when Tim
had free rein to indulge his sense of humour and it in-
cluded the kit sponsorship page using weird and won-
derful associated pictures rather than photes of the
players themselves. | recall that the Stick Man repre-
sented Marvin Morgan and Joe 90 was Jason Shaw.
Benjamin Alexander was Floella Benjamin. There was
also a terrific mini-series, The Great Penaity Mystery,
in which famous fictional detectives such as Kojak,
Columbo and Dixon of Dock Green were asked to
explain why a penalty had been awarded to Leyton in
Continued over page >>




ELMSLIE ENDER CONTD...DEATH OF THE PROGRAMME?

From previous page
their controversial [-0 victory over The Stones.

The programme also dipped into Private Eye
territory with a lookalike feature, and then a Dear
Deidre cartoon strip with Tommy Williams and his
TV star girlfriend bearing the brunt of the jokes...l am
told Gordon Bartlett had to ban the players from
getting copies before matches in order to be able to
deliver his pre-match team talk! The players were
finding the programme so entertaining they were
taking no notice of him!

Perhaps we should look towards developing odd
but interesting features for the current pro-
gramme. A few readers might recall Nick
Symmons, Steve Paull, Terry Stern and my-
self, masquerading as the Four Skinless
Bangers, theoretically awarding a Sausage of
The Season award based on the café we

THE § PIGHT Y T

standing fans who have abandoned the programme
{no names, no packdrill, Jez!) they should be asked
to give it another try. Itis really a very good read
and we might be able to improve it still more.

| believe we still make a decent profit on the sale
of our printed programmes, so there is no immedi-
ate need to knock it on the head unless Tim, Mark
and Martin decide not to put it together, and/or
Martin Lacey wishes to stop printing it.

Ifinish as | started. The printed programme is on
borrowed time. My only hope is that our offering
survives for a few seasons to come.

l mnv sy THE | --- T, ICHYY

visited on away games that provided the
most inadequate service. Had there been an
actual physical award, a national newspaper
of the day (I can't recall which one) was keen
to do a feature on it. But there wasn't. It
was just a bit of fun.

Perhaps we should be looking to produce
odd and mildly interesting features to pep
up the quirkiness and stimulate potential
interest. We have plenty of fans who enjoy
a beer ar two on their away travels. Might
some of them consider assessing the
hospitality of the clubs or the hostelries
they choose to favour? How about rating
the toilet facilities? | have also thought that
a Fanin the Stand spinoff might work in
which the featured fan is asked to select
the opposition player/players for whom
they have a particular dislike. A squad of
horrors!

Our programme often receives positive
comments from away fans. If we can con- |
tinue and progress that, social media might 74
stimulate other away fans to purchase
copies. For home fans, the club should
consider how it might encourage more to
buy copies of the programme. For long-

VOTE FOR THE LEW SHEPPARD MUMENT UFTHE SEASUN

MANY of you will remember Lew Sheppard, a lovely
man and devoted Wealdstone fan from 1939, when he
attended his first Stones match, right up to his death
last year.

Lew’s children, Jackie and Dave, wanted to donate
something to the club that would act as a permanent
link from their dad to the club and would be suitable
for purpose. The Supporters’ Club considered op-
tions and decided that a trophy awarded to the indi-

vidual who provided the “moment of the season™
would be most appropriate. That moment might be
one of greatest significance, of most obvious delight,
even of comedic value (the Braintree ‘keeper might
qualify for that!) In true democratic fashion it will be
for the supporters to decide. A short list of options
will be made available on the WFCSC website and
other platforms with the award being made following
the final game v AFC Halifax Town on May 5.

HAPPY RETIREMENT TO MR TROPIC AT RUISLIP: PHIL DUERDEN

IT WAS back in 2008 that I
met Phil Duerden for the
first time and I can still recall
the meeting with him and his
friend George McFall sitting
outside the Social Club on
one of the original tables.

In the January of that year we had
taken control of the Ruislip Manor
Sports and Social Club and How-
ard Krais {who was Chairman) and
myself (as Vice Chairman) had
announced to our supporters that
the Stones would be playing at
Grosvenor Vale for the 2008/09
season.

VWe toolc over a sinking ship with
£150,000+ debt and were in
the process of trying toin-
crease income, reduce ex-
penditure and clear the debt. ||
Initially, we inherited a long
established Rock and Roll
Club that used the main hall
on Friday nights, and a Jazz
Club that used the hall on Sunday
lunchtimes — but neither was very
profitable.

George McFall was a Music Pro-
moter who regularly put on gigs, in
conjunction with a chap called Pete
Feenstra at Sutton United's club-
house and various other venues.
Phil was very IT savvy and was
going to work with George. The
meeting with George and Phil re-
vealed that they wanted the op-
portunity to put on regular gigs at
our venue and that is how, some

Its farewell to
Phil: The man
who putthe
Vale onthe g

music map
=% BY PETE WORBY

¥

16 or |7 years ago Tropic at
Ruislip came into being.

The first Friday night gig
saw tribute band The Rollin
Stoned perform — that would
have been |ate 2008 or early
2009. Since then, there's proba-
bly been in excess of 1,000 gigs.
Success or what?!

| always got on well with Phil
and George — both top guys.
Sadly George passed away in
2010 and Phil made the decision
to quit his day job and run Tropic
at Ruislip full-time on his own. |
cannot adequately explain what a
marvellous job he’s done and
how helpful he has been to us

over the years. | myself, along
with my wife Pauline and son
Drew attended (and worled)
hundreds of the gigs and among
my personal favorites were
Willie Nife and Absolute Bowie.

Phil moved to Devon a few
years back but continued to
operate Tropic and organise and
attend gigs at the weekend. How-
ever, the sad day has arrived and
Phil told us six months ago that
he was going to retire and that
Friday 10/4/25 would be his last
gig. Rather fittingly, the last band
to play was The Rollin Stoned.

On behalf of both the Social
Club and the Football Club | want
to say a big THANK YOU to Phil
and wish him well on his retire-
ment. Well done mate.

WELCOME TODAYTO []UR SP[INSURS FROMNEAR ANDFAR...

N swim

IT HAS been another success- .. o R

ful season for match ball
sponsorship thanks to the
generosity of our fans and
associated businesses.

This is definitely the case
today with THREE separate
match ball donors: serial spon-
sors Tony Paulley and Keith
Davies, plus a Norwegian co-
hort! Tom Roger Johansen

snes (pictured above) are Norwegians groundhop-

and his friends Stig Arve Vangsnes and Mathias Vang- g for our first sponsarship with a UK club and hope for
pers planning to visit all the pro clubs in Britain

{down to National League
North & South), kicking off
% their sponsorship at this level
't this afterncon. So far, Stig has
ticked off 92 in the top four
divisions, while Tom can claim
86 visits and Mathias 42, In ad-
dition they can boastaround
|0 more National League
grounds between them.

Tom says: “We lool forward

a good result for the Stones. Ve are all very excited
to be a sponsor”. Enjoy the tea and biscuits fellas!
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[oday's opposition

In focus

Maidenhead can be traced back to
October 1870 with the formation of
Maidenhead Football Club, who
subsequently played their first ever
fixture on December 17th, 1870
against Windsor Home Park at
Bond’s Meadow near Maidenhead
bridge.

On Thursday, February I6th 1871 the club played
their first game on the York Road site against Marlow.
This ground, which was then shared with the cricket
club, is now officially acknowledged as the oldest
continually used football ground in the world by the
same club, eclipsing Northwich Victoria's old claim by
five years. Maidenhead were cne of the criginal 15
entrants for the first ever FA Cup competition in 1871-
72 and the following season reached the last four before
losing to Oxford University. Maidenhead reached the
quarter-finals in the next two seasons, but in 1876 did
not enter, although this was the only season they failed
to participate. They also entered the first ever Berks &
Bucks Cup competition in 1878 - winning the
competition for the first time in 1895 - and the first FA
Armateur Cup in 1893. The adopted club colours were
Red & Blacl, initially worn as halved shirts, but changed
to stripes in 1904,

Maidenhead FC merged with three sides before the
Great War. Maidenhead Excelsior were founded in 1877
and joined forces with the Red & Blacks in |885.
Maidenhead Temperance — criginally known as
Maidenhead Band of Hope - amalgamated with the club
in 1891 and Boyne Hill FC did likewise later that year.
After many seasons of playing friendlies and Cup
matches, Maidenhead FC were founder members of the
Southern League in 1894 but competing in Division 2
with the likes of Watford, Brentford, Fulham and

i L o

Brighton proved too
demanding and the club
consistently struggled,
Eventually in 1902, after
eight years of membership,
they resigned and joined
both the West Berkshire
League and the Berks &
Bucks League. In 1904
Maidenhead became
members of the Great
Woestern Suburban League
where they remained until the
outbreak of the Great War.
Spartans and Corinthians
After the Great War the two
remaining town clubs —
Maidenhead and Maidenhead
Norfolkians (founded 1884) -
decided to join forces. The conflict had meant that is was
g unrealistic to run two senior clubs, so after a meeting in
Z April 1919, the Norfolkians were incorporated into the
Maidenhead club, and soon afterwards a kit of black and
white was adopted as club colours. There was immediate
success in the first season of structured league football as
Maidenhead FC won the Great VWestern Suburban
League. In August 1920 the suffix “United"” was added
bue, more importantly, the freehold of York Road was
purchased for £1,450 from William Grenfell, later to
become Lord Desborough. Two years later the club
joined the Spartan League and the 500 seater grandstand
—at the time considered one of the best of its kind - was
opened by Club President, Ernest Dunkels.

Maidenhead United won the Spartan League title
three times during their nineteen year stay. In 1929-30
season the club's goal-scoring record for a season was set
when Jack Palethorpe notched 65 goals in 3% games,
including an individual post 1919 record of seven in one
game against Wood Green Town. Jack went on to play
for Sheffield VWednesday and scored in the Owls FA Cup
win in 1935. In 1936, Maidenhead reached the semi-final
of the FA Amateur Cup losing 4-1 to lIiford at YVest Ham
in front of 18,000 spectators. |t was during that season
that the record attendance for a Maidenhead home
match of 7,989 was set when Southall visited York Road
in the quarter-final. During the Second World War, the
club competed in the Great VWestern Combination.

In 1945 the club were founder members of the

A AR AR AR AR AR

A AR

R R R AR IR

Corinthian League. After many seasons of relative
mediocrity, fortunes changed under the guidance of
ex-Brentford forward, Len Townsend, and then former
Slough Town manager Jimmy Price, and the Magpies
enjoyed the first real “purple-patch” in their history. In
seven seasons between 1956 and 1963 the club won the
league three times, were runners-up twice and also
reached the third round of the FA Amateur Cup in 1960,
losing to YWest Auckland at York Road in front of a post-
war record attendance for a Maidenhead game of 5,597.
As well as County Cup, County Benevolent Cup and
League Memorial Shield successes during this period, the
Ist round proper of the FA Cup was reached in 1960
(losing 5-0 away to Colchester United), 1962 (losing 3-0
at home to Wycombe YWanderers) and 1963 (losing 2-0
to Bath City at York Road).

Athenians and [sthmians

In 1963, United joined the Athenian League finishing a
best placed 3rd in 1965-66. In 1973, the Magpies were
elected into the newly created second division of the
Isthmian League. They made a concerted effort to
achieve promotion to the Premier Division in 1979 and
1980 when managed by Geoff Anthony (finishing 3rd on
both occasions), and then again in 1985 under Brian
Caterer and Colin Lippiatt, when they finished 4th. They
remained in this division until 1987 when the Club
suffered relegation for the first time in its history, and
the dark days were made worse with the destruction of
the main grandstand by an arson attack in December

B e S S e e

OUR RECORD V MAIDENHEAD
P60 W17 D11 L31 F72 A120

LAST LEAGUE MEETINGS
TUE 6TH FEB 24 (H) - | 0-1
THU 26TH DEC 24 (A) - |. 1-3

1986. It tock four seasons to get out of Division Two
South, and this was achieved under the guidance of
Martyn Spong in 1991, An Isthmian League record of 13
straight wins at the start of 1990-91 season was the
springbeard to success, but the club lest cut on the title
to Abingdon Town on the fast day.of the season. During
this season, however, the team éstablished a club record
of 19 league games without defeat. Fol
unexpected departure of Spong te Enfield in the
summer of 1991, Gary Goodwin, John Clements and
then John Watt took on the manager’s /
moderate results and the club regularly
around mid-table.

In 2016—17 Maidenhead won the renamed National
League South, earning promotion to the Mational
League with 98 points and remain at National League
level to this day. v
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others fear to tread
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35+ years’ experience

\ : Our team of experienced expertsact on
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High standards

Regardless of size, our trusted and
experienced team manage all properties
to the highest of standards giving you
confident and comfort,

Management specialists

We are focused on your properties. Ve
don't diversify in lettings or sales, we
specialise in one discipline, ensuring
excellent service every time.

www.Imssheridans.com

Call: 01895 635578




TACKLING
GLOBAL

CHALLENGES

At Brunel University London, we're proud to sponsor
Wealdstone FC. We’re providing support to nurture the next
generation of players. From West London partnerships to
global research projects, we’re helping to kickstart businesses
and tackle some of the world’s biggest challenges. All from our
campus in Uxbridge.

London

MAIDENHEAD UNITED THE MAGPIES TO LOOK OUT FOR 2024-25

4. WILL DE '
= \Vhos who for the
visitors

has played for the likes of
Wycombe VVanderers,
Aldershot Town,
Maidstone United, and

Devonshires’ side, playing 38 times
in the league last season. He is able
has been a successful signing for the to play in central midfield or out
Magpies and features regularly for wide and is a fan favourite due to

Dover Athletic before

signing for Maidenhead

Alan Devonshire’s side. . SAM HOWES his coming from the club’s youth
——— system.

United in 2021, The central defender

5. KEVIN LOKKO DEFENCE

The former England C international has had a
successful career playing for the likes of Maidstone
United, Stevenage, Dagenham & Redbridge,
Aldershot Town, and Farnboreugh before making
the move to Maidenhead United in 2023. Lokko
impressed in his first pre-season for the Magpies
scoring against Thatcham Town.

18. CHRISTIAN JOHNSON -
FORWARD
Christian has had two successful seasons with
Maidenhead United Academy scoring over 30+
goals in the National Academy South League. The [
VWycombe teenager spent this season playing for
Holyport FC under the guidance of former assistant
manager, Sam Loclk, gaining valuable experience and
notching 14 goals in 32 starts playing as a winger and |
a striker. Christian is currently part of the talented
Maidenhead United Academy which allows talented
young footballers the chance to continue their
academic studies through BCA..

S

8. NATHAN FERGUSON- MIDFIELD
Experienced midfielder Nathan Ferguson signed for
the Magpies in June 2024. Ferguson has spent time
both in the football league as well as the National
League most recently with WEALDSTONE.

24. ALAN MASSEY - DEFENCE

Massey started his career at VWycombe Wanderers
where he would be sent on loan to Hendon and
WEALDSTONE with the latter signing Massey

9. SHAWN McCOULSKY - FORWARD
McCoulsky started his career at Dulwich Hamlet
and impressive performances saw him sign for
Bristol City. The striker would then spend the next
few seasons on loan at a number of clubs, most in 2008. The central defender would spent four
notably Southend and Newport. After leaving years with the Stones before signing for Braintree
Bristol City, McCoulsky would have spells in League Town on a free transfer. Maidenhead United would
2 with Forest Green and Colchester before signing sign Massey in 2015 who would prove to be a major
for the Magpies in January 2022. success for the Magpies and is now the club caprain.
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20. REMY CLERIMA - DEFENCE ‘
Clerima spent his career inFrance playing for [

14. TOBI SHC-SILVA - FORWARD

Sho-Silva joined Maidenhead this summer on a free
transfer and is a product of the Charlton Athletic Lorient B before making the r 'to England to
Academy. The forward adds National League play for Histon FC back in 2010. The Frenchman
experience to the Magpies, as he has previously had would stay at Histon for four years before moving
spells in the league with Welling, Bromley, Dover, to Brackley Town in February 2014 and then
Halifax, and Sutton. He also has spent time in the Braintree Town in August 2014. Clerima signed for
Football League with Sutton and Carlisle. the Magpies in 2016 and has been a key member of
the side ever since.
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16, CASEY PETTIT - MIDFIELD
7 34.5AM HOWES - GOALKEEPER

I7. REECE SMITH - MIDFIELD Leyton Orient keeperSam has joined Maidenhead
After working his way through the youth ranks at on loan untill the end.ofthe season. Samis a former
Maidenhead, Smith is now a regular for Alan WEALDSTONE player of the season winner.
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FIRST TEAM RESULTS
& FIXTURES 2024-2025
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JANUARY DECEMBER

FEBRUARY

Dante BAPTISTE

MARCH

Date in Red = MIDWEEK fixtu

@ Ist player off
@ 2nd player off
@ 3rd player ofi
© 4th player off
@ 5th player off

Comp | Score | Crowd (Away) | Lo > ‘-‘I_-‘ 2 —
10 Dagenham and Redbridge WNL | =2 | 1.523 | 215] 16 | shford 12 7
17 OLDHAM ATHLETIC WL | o=1{ 1825| 517[ 19| 12 )|
20 SUTTON UNITED WL | O=1| 1566| 310 21 D € )
2% Harilepoa! United WL f 1-1 | 3,61 33) 21 Obiero D ¢ € G 8
26 AFC FYLOE YN | 7-0| 1,325| 50| 21 Sandal D € 3]
31 Solihull Moors VWL | 7=1| 948 180/ 20| (@mn goal) 9 ¢ @ [32]
TYORKCITY VL |o-2] 1904| 427] 22| 1K 2 E [32]
10 Woking Vi | o-1| 2725| 127) 21| 5 & ©
14 Forest Green Rovers VWL | 2=2| 2,265| 200 ZIIMEFarIanE{EI 172 (2]
21 BARNET YNL |@=3| 2,590 | 575| 22| 2
24 SOUTHEND UNITED VL | 1-7 | 1,947 | 746 23 | McFarlane 2
28 FC Halifax Town UNL | 2-2| 1442 | 97| 23 | Ashford (pen), Obiero k) [3]
5 Gateshead VWL |O-T| 17| 95| 23] ) |3 32
12 GOSPORT BOROUGH FACA0| 4-7| 1,005 178| 23 | Reid (3, 1Pen), Kehschror @3 32
19 YEGVIL TOWN VL |0=3| 1510 341 23] 2
73 BRAINTREE TOWN UNL | 3=2| 1163| 85/ 22 | Ashlord (2), heid 23
| 26 Ebbsfieet United yhl_ |22 | 1,498 250| 22 | kshford, Reid K23
2 Grimshy Town FACIR | 1-0 | 3174| 268| 22 | feid 23
5 FULHAM U21s N |0-2| 10| 18D 22 3] (52}
9 Mdershat Town VNL | 2-0) 3156| 204 21 Reid {pen), Kretzschmar e 3
12 SOUTHAMPTON U215 NLG | 3=1| 160 TBD| 21 Adarkwa, Sandat, Thorpe 8 @
16 ROCHDALE YNL |2=0| 1922 | 558 20 | Kretaschmar, Cesay 3
23 Eastleigh VNL | 7-1]2,020) 16719 Ahford § 3
30 WYCOMBE WANDERERS __ FACPR | 0-2] 3,534 1,035 19 | 3
3 DERBY COUNTY UzZls NLC |2-0| 96| TBD| 19 | Sandal, Woodman 3 G0
7 Aldershot Town FATRI| 1-3 | 1172 140 19 | Cesy 3
10 ALTRINCHAM UNL [3-3| 1,005( 45 19 | Cesay, Reid 2 3
14 Oldham Athletic VNL |2=3| 5.534| 77|20 | Obiero, Kretzsthmar 3
21 DAGENAM & REDBRIDGE UL | 3-0( 1,404 | 230 18 | Ashr, O Gl Rei 3
26 Maidenhead United YNL | 1=3 | 1,725| 300 19 | Reid &
75 Sutton United UNL [2-2| 1983 128 20 Grant, Cesay 3
18 HARTLEPOOL UNITED UNL | 1=1 | 1467 210] 21 Boldewiin 3
21 BRIGHTON & HOVEAU2Is nic | O-7| 16| TBD 21 3
25 AFC Fylde yNL jo=2| 1,082] 120 21| 3
TSOLIHULL MOORS VNL | 1-T | 14B0| 80 20 Reld 3
& TAMWORTH WL |o-1| 103] 30 21|
B GATESHEAD WL |o-4| 1323| 72) 21 5]
15 Yeovil Town VNL | 2=1| 3179 143 21 | Boldestjn, Grant
19 Braintree Town VNL | 2-1| 888/ 18820 |On Goal, Crant 5 [20]
22 EBBSFLEET UNITED VL | 4-2| 1401 i08|20|Ieid{i‘.lperl!,Suhﬂa_(?J____ ! 20 2k
& Tamworth YL | 1=4| 866 138| 21 |Ceorgiou 120]
B Rochdale UNL | 14| 2,289 | 107| 21 |Cook 5 20
15 EASTLEIGH UNL | 3-3| 1,293| 105 21 |Reid (2,1 per), Walker 5]
18 Alrincham WL |1-0] 1435| 37/ 20]Reid 5 [20] [z
22 WOKING VNL | 7-0 1,809 333 18 |Cesay 5 2]
25 ALDERSHOT TOWN VN | #-3 | 1331|250 18 |Hutchinson ]
29 York i WL |0-3| 6,206] 183 21
T BOSTON UNITED WL | 7-0 1,405] 233] 19 |Reid i
SFORESTGREENROVERS  WNL | 27| 1441| 159] 18 |Reid (2,1pen)
12 Barnet VNL | 1-T| 3,674 759) 20 Sohma
18 Boston United YNL legl
21 MAIDENHEAD UNITED WAL ||
26 Southend United WAL |
5T HALIFAX TOWN VAL

Substitute

[7] 1st player on

2nd player on
3rd player on
4th player on
Sth player on

=

EEE
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ROBSONS

Middigsex  Hertfordshire  Buckinghomshire OUR WEBSITE

Leit Robsons
tackle your
next move..

Robsons proudly sponsor
Wealdstone FC 2024/2025.

@enteecEliss

Pinner - Sales

1 High Street, Pinner,
Middlezex, HAL 5P

1: 020 8866 8083

E: pinner@robsonsweb.com

Pinner - Lettings

1 High Street, Pinner,

Miic ax, HAD 5P

T. 020 8BBE 8300

E: pinnerlettings@robsonsweb.com

Northwood - Sales

7 Clive Parade, Northwood,
Middlesex, HAG 2QF

T: 01923 835355

E: northwood@robsonsweb.com

Northwood - Lettings

7 Clive Parade, Northwood,
Middiesex, HAG 20F

T: 01923 822211

E: lettings@robsonsweb.com

Moor Park

The Estate Dffice, North Approach,

Moar Park, Northwood, Middlesex, HAB 2JQ
T: 01923 820622

E: moorpark@robsonsweb.com

Rickmansworth - Sales

120 High Street, Rickmanswortn,
Hertiordshire, WD3 1AB

T: 01923 777762

E: rickmansworth@robsonsweb com

Rickmansworth - Lettings

130 High Street, Rickmansworth,
Hertfordshire, WD3 1AB

T: 01923 777784

E: lettings@robsonsweb.com

Chorleywood

2 New Parade, Chorleywood,
Hertfordshire, WD3 5NJ

T. 01823 285525

E: chorleywood@robsonsweb.com

Little Chalfont

The Estote Office, Station Approach,
Little Chaiifont, Buckinghamshire, HP7 8PR
T: 01494 756304

E: property@robsonsbucks.com

Amersham

The Estate Office, 19 Hill Avenues, Amershamy
Buckinghamshire, HPE 5BD

T: 01494 724999

E: property@robsonsbucks.com

Chesham

1'White Hill Court, Broad Street, Chasham,
Buckinghamshire, HP5 3EA

1: 01494 211104

E: property@robsonsbucks.com

Land & New Homes
T. 0203 814 1883

E: londondnewhomes@robsonsweb.com

ﬂ?gospor‘t

travel

GO Sport Travel,
one of Europe’s leading

Sport Break companies.
With premier allocations in
the major European football
leagues, Formula One, The
Open Golf and Moto GP.
GST offers you access to live
sporting as well as music
events in London.

GO Sport Travel, your travel
agent with tailor-made
packages around the world
including flights, hotel
accommodation and event
tickets to sports and music.

www.gosporttravel.com

Exclusive Offical Match Break Partner




The Faw in the Stanol SPOTLIBHTTURNS

['ve never lived it down,
but | missed the Stones 3

ey

winning at Wembley as
| was ona Geography
field trip... the teachers
wouldntletmetravel |

back to watch the Final '

Your name and age? Tony YValler, 55
Whereabouts do you live Tony? South Harrow:
| can comfortably read a book, in my front room,
using the lights from the Hairdressers stadium 3}
Have you always lived in that area? | was born
in Neasden, then my parents moved to Harrow when
I was about six. For a short while, after marriage, we
lived in South Oxhey but then moved to South
Harrow in the mid 1990s.

When was your first Stones game? 7th May
1983, Altrincham at home. It was the last league game
of the 82/83 season in the Alliance Premier League. |
know it finished -1 but can’t remember much else.
What were your first impressions of the club?
Honestly can’t remember but I'm still attending so it

Wembley: Tony at Yorid

City for our 3-0 defed]
a few weeks ago [

must have been okay!

What was the first football match you ever
saw live? Or on telly? I'm told that my dad used to
talee me to Kingsbury FC when | was a toddler; he
played darts in the clubhouse there so was a regular
visitor, but | have no recollection of it. My uncle took
me to see Spurs v Nottingham Forest in October
1983: it was the first live game of a new ITV Sport
venture and Spurs won 2-].

Do you follow any other team? Spurs and
Minehead AFC. Spurs, quite possibly because my
father was an ardent Arsenal fan and | wanted to be
contrary, and Minehead because my wife's family go
there every year and I've popped round and watched
them a fair few times. | also go to the occasional Spurs

ON TONY WALLER, WHO HAS A GOOD STORY ABOUT 1985...

home cup game when
they are offering reduced
tickets otherwise it's too
expensive. The only Spurs
away game | went to was
the League Cup Semi at
Highbury... | was with all
my Arsenal-supporting

| Spurswon -0 and I've

.| never been so quiet in my
| life. With Minehead |

often sponsor a match or

two each season and for a

leng time | did a clean

| sheet sponsorship which

was quite cheap as they

| rarely kept one!

What’s the most

| memorable game

' you’ve EVER seen? So

many to choose from but

live I'd probably go with

the play off at Dulwich

* Hamlet. On TV, definitely

Spurs winning away at Ajax in the Champions League

Semi final. | must have woken the whole house when

that dramatic winning goal went in.

And the best Wealdstone game? As above (Dul-

wich 2004), but also Braintree (H, 6-0), Cambridge

United (A, 2-1), Bath (A 3-1, play

offs), Bamet (A, 3-lyand the Boro  The Cotich bmﬂ-lers' Alanand
Roy, were my second cousins
antl they introduced me to

field trip, in Devizes, for the trophy WEaldslune S0 they're to
biame for 42 years of anguish!

massacre (A, 5-1) spring to mind.
But the best Wealdstone game |
didn’t seel....I've never lived it down
but | was on a school Geography

final in 1985. My parents actually of-
fered to come down and get me,
take me to the game and then
return me later the same evening but the teachers
wouldn't allow it. | was though, the enly pupil to get
mail on the trip as my parents sent me the Harrow
Observer trophy insert for me to read!

Who introduced you to the Stones? The Couch
brothers, Alan and Roy. They were my second cous-
ins and they took me along so |
guess | have to blame them

for 40 years of anguish.
Which level of foot-
ball do you prefer?
Non League, the
chance ta meet with
other fans, some-
times swap ends.
Though a bit
more limited

1 mates on the North Bank,

these days with the level we are at, and the rules and
regulations pertaining to that status restricting inter-
N action at times. | find it perversely funny that at the
Y Vale fans arrive together usually quite convivially, get
N segregated for 90 minutes and then at full time they
are brought back together without even leaving the
site.
How big a part of your life is the game? A big
part but probably 2nd to Bowls now | have taken on
mere responsibility within that game.
Do you have other hobbies? Lawn Bowls where |
am Administrator and Men's secretary for the Middle-
sex County, which takes up a lot of time. Alsc the
Dogs Trust where | try to volunteer once a week - and
also reading if | ever get the time to do any.
How do you fit watching football in with your
family/working life? Luckily for me | took early
retirement this year so work is not an issue, My long
suffering wife seems to just accepts most Saturdays
and Tuesday evenings are off limits for planning pur-
poses due to football. In 33 years of marriage | only re-
member one occasion where she said we were doing
what she wanted irrespective of football. Holidays and
bowling commitments do affect my ability to attend
games at the start and end of the season.
Who are the best Wealdstone players you’ve
ever seen? Could you name a best-ever Stones
side, I-11? You see so many players over 40 plus sea-
sons so it's hard to picka |-11. So (see graphic below)
I've gone for eleven of my favourites over the years
though it's hard to fit them into
a workable X!
And finally, Where do you
thinkc the Stones will be in
five years? Much depends,
obviously, on what happens in
the remainder of the current
campaign.

Stay up and with the potential
of a new stadium we should be

e

T

an established National League teampushing for or
competing in the play offs. Go down and with our
parlous finances | worry about back-to-back
relegations as we would be seen as a big fish in
Conference South. If that were to happen.... well, it
does not bear thinking about.

A

Subs: Bob lles,
Wes Parker,
Dominic Sterling,
Neil Cordice,

« Brian Jones,

. Mark Graves,
.\ Tim Buzaglo



\ FOOTBALL HISTORIAN LEIGH EDWARDS PROFILESTEN LEADING

~ MAIDENHEAD UNITED MANAGERS

MANAGING T(

BY LEIGH EDWARDS

LEN TOWNSEND
Len Townsend had two spells as manager of
Maidenhead United. Initially with Hayes, the forward
joined Brentford in May 1937 and was top scorer in
1946-47. Moving to Bristol City in June 1947, he was
twice leading marksman, then had spells at Millwall,
Guildford City and Ashford Town. He became
Maidenhead's manager in July 1954, guiding them to
Berks & Bucks Cup glory in two consecutive years
and the Corinthian League title in 1957-58. Leaving
for Slough Town in July 1959, he managed the Magpies
again from July 1964 until July 1969, winning the Berls
& Bucks Cup again in 1966. He was a sales rep and
died in August [997.

JIMMY PRICE

Welshman Jimmy Price managed Maidenhead United
to the Corinthian League and Memorial Shield
‘double’ in 1961-62. Previously in charge of Slough
Town, he became Maidenhead’s manager in July 1959
as Len Townsend moved in the opposite

direction. He took several players with
him to York Road, including Brian
Lucas, Len Berryman, Arthur Bule
and Peter Costen, guiding
Maidenhead to Corinthian
League runners-up in [959-
60, then the Corinthian
League title in 1960-6l.
Remaining in charge of the
Magpies until leaving for
Hounslow Town in July
1964, he was replaced as
Maidenhead’s boss by the
returning Len Townsend.
GEOFF ANTHONY
Player-manager Geoff Anthony
plotted two consecutive promotion
near-misses at Maidenhead United. The

ENHEAD

SUCCEED (¢

WWelsh Amateur international midfielder
played for Wycombe and St Albans, then
appeared for Slough Town in the 1973
Amateur Cup final. Later with Wycombe
again and Hayes, he joined Maidenhead in
July 1977 and became player-boss in
November 1977. He guided the
Magpies to third place in the
Isthmian League First Division in
both 1978-79 and 1979-80, also
the FA Cup fourth qualifying
round, scering 29 goals in 113
games before resigning in April
1980. A teacher in Chesham, he
emigrated to the United States the
following year.
JOHN DEMPSEY
Former Republic of Ireland international central
defender John Dempsey had a spell as Maidenhead
United's player-manager. Signing professional for
Fulham in March 1964, he impressed in the top-
flight and moved to Chelsea for £70,000 in January
1969. He featured as they won the FA Cupin 1970
and ECWC in 1971, scoring against Real Madrid in
the final, then were League Cup finalists in 1972.
Moving to Philadelphia Fury in March 1978, he
became Maidenhead’s player-boss in July [981 and
netted four goals in 61 games. He later managed
Athlone and Egham Town, since working with
adults who have learning difficulties at a daycentre
in Barnet.
JIM KELMAN
Jim Kelman was a player and manager at
Maidenhead United. A tenacious forward, he had
featured in Maidenhead'’s 1966 Berks & Bucks Cup
final triumph before joining Slough Town. He
moved via Hayes back to Maidenhead in
July 1973, netting 34 goals in 134
games overall. After a successful
nine-year reign at Hungerford,
he returned to Maidenhead
as manager in July 1987 and
led the Magpies to the top
of the Isthmian League
First Division (South).
Leaving for VWycombe
| Wanderers in January
| 1988, he later managed
' Chertsey Town to
promotion and Chesham
7" United. He is a certified FA
coach and coach educator

) based in Newbury.
MARTYN SPONG

Martyn Spong managed
Maidenhead United to
promotion for the first time
in 1990-91. He had been
player-coach at Dorking and
Carshalton Athletic, then
assisted Brian Laingat
Feltham before becoming
Maidenhead’s manager in
March 1988. They began
1990-91 with a club record
I3 consecutive wins, then
went |9 consecutive matches
without defeat as they
finished Isthmian League
First Division (South)
runners-up. He left to
become Enfield’s joint-
manager in August 1991 and
led them to Isthmian League
Premier Division runners-
up. After starting
Brentford’s community scheme and Kingston
College Academy, he became Staines’ Academy
director.

JOHN WATT

John Watt was a player and manager at
Maidenhead United. A former Watford
apprentice, he made his League debut against
Norwich City ten months before turning
professional in March 1973. He was briefly at
Hayes prior to linking up with his brother Matt at
Maidenhead in October [974. Scoring 26 times in
168 games for the Magpies, he followed Mike Hall
to Chesham United in November 1977, then
played for Hillingdon Borough and Oxford City
before captaining St Albans City to promotion in
1985-86. Later at Chesham again and Slough, he
rejoined Maidenhead as manager from November
1992 until July 1996. He was employed as a sales
rep

JOHN DREYER

John Dreyer managed Maidenhead United into the
new Conference South in 2003-04. Initially at
Wallingford, the central defender joined Oxford
United in January 1985 and moved to Luton Town
in June 1988. He was twice ever-present and
starred in their 1993-94 FA Cup run prior to
joining Stoke City in July 1994. Moving to Bradferd
City in November 1996, he helped win promotion
in 1998-29, then played for Cambridge United and
Stevenage. He managed Maidenhead from May
2003 until November 2004, also guiding them to
the FA Trophy quarter-finals. Later assisting

Grahame Westley at Stevenage and Preston, he has
held several coaching posts.

JOHNSON HIPPOLYTE

Johnson Hippolyte managed Maidenhead United
straight back to the Conference South in 2006-07.
A former winger, ‘Drax" had spells at Hampton &
Richmond, Aldershot Town, Dulwich Hamlet,
Chesham United, Wealdstone, Chalfont St Peter,
Uxbridge and Hounslow. He began coaching at
Chesham, then managed Yeading to two
consecutive titles and the FA Cup third round in
2004-05. Appointed Maidenhead’s boss in
September 2006, he guided them to the FA Cup
first round proper for the first time in 25 years,
then sixth in the Conference South in 2008-09. He
remained in charge until May 2015 and has since
managed Staines Town.

ALAN DEVONSHIRE

Ex-England international midfielder Alan Devon-
shire managed Maidenhead United's 2016-17 Con-
ference South title triumph. Initially with Southall,
he jeined West Ham in October 1976 and starred
as they lifted the FA Cup in 1980, then won the
Second Division title and reached the League Cup
final in 1980-81. Also helping them to finish third in
the top-flight in 1985-86, he was an FA Cup semi-fi-
nalist in 1988-89, then played for Watford. He was
Maidenhead's boss from July 1996 until June 2003,
plotting promotion in 1999-00 and five Cup suc-
cesses, then managed Hampton & Richmond,
Braintree and now Maidenhead again since May
2015,
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KIDS PARTIES

AT GOALS RUISLIP

Enjoy a great kids party at Goals any time of the year.

Whether you choose our Premiership or Championship

package, your little kicker is sure to have a day to

remember.

All parties take place in a fun but safe environment to

give you peace of mind whilst your kids hit the pitch.

PANINI

Platinum Trusted

OR VISIT GOALSFOOTBALLEO.UK servies dward

feefo

\ FARTY,

]

e - Fine Win

———re

25 FOLLOW-US
@Hopandvinebar

18 High Street, Ruislip._
Middlesex HRY 7AN

B8 - .

]

Happy
60“Q

2 for 1 on our
seasonal favourites

Monday to Friday
Spm 1o 7pm

Steak
Night
A bottle of wine* on us
when you order two steaks

Every Wednesday from 5pm

*Selected house wines only

Lunch
Club

2 courses for 18.50
3 courses lor 23.50

Monday to Friday
12pm to Bpm

omm..,

3 Sunday
Roasts!

With all the trimmings...

& bottomiess roast potatoes,
Yorkshires & grawyl

M

¥ % f

Ty

Join us at
The White Bear

Renowned for serving fresh,
seasonal food alongside perfectly
poured pints, an expertly curated
wine list and a delicious selection
of cocktails, The White Bear really
does have something for everyone.

We would love to welcome you into
our bar or restaurant post match,
whichever team your allegiance
lies with; all are welcome.

Sign up for our latest
offers & news
www.whitebearruislip.com/signup

IG: @whitebearruislip
www.whitebearruislip.com

lekenham Road, Ruislip, HA4 7DF



Ow this DAL TIMPARKS £ TIMETRAVELS BACK

13years down i, gl
the line Dyers ™ =

Alex Dyer (far right) weaves past three Met Police

still running the
Stones midfield e
but, thankfully, ="
facing the Me

Is athing of the

distant past

SATURDAY APRIL 21 2012, RYMAN LEAGUE
PREM DIV: MET POLICE 1 WEALDSTONE 2

THERE was never much affection to-
wards the Metropolitan Police FC back
in the Ryman League days. What is it for,
exactly?

Baclc in the 1970s we used to play them in the
Southern League Division One, in our very early
years as a semi-pro side and they were stacked
with ex-Football League pros in their mid-30s
who had joined the Force for a decent income
plus the chance to carry on playing at a reasonable
level. They were all policemen, playing in a tidy sta-
dium (Imber Court, on the banks of the Thames)
with the best pitch in the league yet nobody came
to watch them.There was some resentment that
we taxpayers were bank-
rolling a team we faced
twice a season and often
struggled to beat.

Forty years later the Met |
Police FC was stacked with |
non-policemen, bankrolled

by taxpayers) and still only a couple of hundred
people - presumably fellow social club members
- came to watch them. And again we wondered:
What is it for; exactly?

Back in April 2012 they represented a consider-
able stumbling block to our chances of reaching
the Ryman Prem play-offs, as their deep coffers
had enticed some very decent players to wear the
all-blue kit. A single goal from top scorer Richard
Jolly was all that separated the teams when we'd
met here at theVale a month earlier.

Yet we were in the middle of a nine-game win-
ning run (the only blip a goalless draw at Harrow
Borough on Easter Monday) and with Stones fans
comprising the vast majority of the 327 crowd -
the Met's best home gate of the season - we were

by the Met Police social { : | e - : i

club (still funded indirectly

(il

Richard Jolly rolls the winning
goal into the Police(lot and ac-
the crowd

102012 AND 2018 FOR SOME MEMORABLE OLD GAMES....

confident of another positive step on the road to
the play-offs. So it was a bit of a shock when
Gordon Bartlett's side found themselves 1-0 down
on the half-hour mark, Sam Hurrell flashing a ter-
rific 25-yarder past the slow-moving Ashlee Jones
in the Stones goal.

Jones then pulled off a fine stop to deny Hurrell
and it was with some relief to the away fans when
Alex Dyer (yep, the same Alex Dyer) fastened onto
a loose ball in midfield, swapped passes with Tom
Pett and cut past three defenders before drilling
the ball past keeper Jamie Butler.

Alex was in his second season with the Stones
and said recently that he felt he needed to add
goals to his game to get up a move further up the
food chain.... well, he did just that and landed a
transfer to Welling in the the National League. That
led to greatness as he moved on to Sweden and
Graham Potter!

But there was only one name in the Stones’ goal-
scoring stakes that season: Richard Jolly, who was
closing in on 50 for the season and who notched
up No.49 with a typically predatory goal to clinch
the points ten minutes into the second half,

It was a jubilant Ashlee Jones who claimed the

Chipp chipp hooray! The

-4 Vale draw that really

DID have everything

SATURDAY APRIL 21 2018, NATIONAL LGE
SOUTH: WEALDSTONE 4 CHIPPENHAM 4

WHO REMEMBERS this astonishing game
seven years ago? Three red cards, two
overhead kicks and Stones coming back
from 3-1 down to take a 4-3 lead... and
then toss two points away?

And that moment of rare clarity for Stones boss
Bobby Wilkinson in the first half when he screams
at rampaging left wing back Ryan Sellers to:"Get
at him, get at him, he’s on a yellow card”... and
sure enough Sellers is tugged back by brain-dead

- defender Dean Evans who
is duly sent off.

Our sluggish defence was
never happy against fast-

21 raiding Chippenham and it
B might have been more than
3-| at half time.The sending
off seemed to have turned
l the game in our favour,

Bradley Bubb leaping to

assist! The keeper clutched a Met Police cross,
looked up to see Jolls’ astute run from left to right
and managed to spear his kick right into the stride
of the little No. 0.

Butler rushed out but had no chance of saving
and Jolly ran to the crowd to savour the match-
winning moment,

Wealdstone: Jones, Scott McCubbin, Lee Chappell,
Wes Parker, Sean Cronin, Dyer, Kurtney Brooks,
Chris O’Leary, Peter Dean (Scott Fitzgerald 63),
Jolly (James Mulley 90), Pett (Connor Smith 86).
Subs not used: Tommie Hoban, Alan Massey.
WHAT HAPPENED NEXT?

The unbeaten run continued with a 2-0 win at
Margate in midweek before a pulsating 3-1 win
over Concord Rangers at the Vale clinched a play-
off semi-final at Lowestoft. Jolls duly notched his
50th of the season against Concord, but the trip
to Suffolk ended in dismay with two red cards and
a late penalty seeing us beaten 2-|. But overall it
was a memorable season after giant-killings against
full-timers Cambridge United and Barrow, the
highlights of a run to the FA Trophy semi-finals and
a 3-1 aggregate defeat to Newport County.

volley a fine goal for 3-2 but then Eddie Oshodi
was also-red carded for a dangerous challenge.

Remarlably, the hardworling David Prate dive-
headed us back into it (pictured above) from a
magnificent Sellers cross and was {for once, and
briefly) the flavour of the month as he then leaped
to a corner and planted another header for 4-3.

A second Chippenham sending off (for a second
yellow, a foul on the dangerous Jeff Monakana)
should have seen us comfortably home, but the
visitors deservedly levelled when striker Andy
Sandell completed his hat-trick.

There have been 4-4 draws here in recent years
against Truro, Basingstoke and Hartlepool,and 3-3
draws against Altrincham and Eastleigh this season
but this game had everything.... except sanity!

WEALDSTONE: North, Jake Sheppard, Jerome
Okimo, Oshodi, Glenn Wilson (Selfers 22), Ricky
Wellard, Monakana (O’Brien 82), Sam Cox, Pratt,
Bubb (Dan Fitchett 70), Matt Whichelow. Subs not
used: Kearney, Olomowewe,



Wealdstone FC Executive Club

Club, Kit & Travel

Brunel University of London
GPF Lewis

KELME

Rolfe East

OSMO

GO Sport Travel

Allday & Miller

APA Events & Security
Brunel University of London
B Away

Barton Petroleum
Bugler Group

C S Bedford

C&G Scaffolding

Clear Insurance Management
D&R Drain services
Exiom Technologies
Falcon Green
Greenking

Group 1 BMW Ruislip
Goals

GO Sport Travel

GPF Lewis

Groundtel

Guy Mummery Roofing
Harrow College
Homeflair

HNC Empire Estates

Stand

CR&G Scaffolding

Hollywell Haulage

Nagle flooring

SHOTS

MODU

Ruislip Windows & Doors
NBM Technology Solutions

Jennor Timber

JPS CGroup

Lawrence Rand

Lewis Decorators

LMS Sheridans
Merchandise.co.uk
Nagle Flooring
Northwood Autos
O'Neill' & Brennan

Open Square Clazing
Orbital Fasteners
Pinner Pavings

R&S Automotive Ltd
Range Cooker Showroem
Rascals Barbers

Right Contract Services
Robsons Estate Agents
Rolfe East

Sorrell & Son Appliance Sales
Stollwells Cleaning
Version 2 Lights

Wells Glass

Zinga Financial Services

Programme, Community & Academy

Brunel University of London
Barracuda Fish and Chips
Barton Petroleum

Goals

GO Sport Travel

GPF Lewis

Guy Mummery Roofing
Homeflair

Harrow College

Harefield School

Hop & Vine, Ruislip

LMS Sheridans
Merchandise.co.uk
Namaste Lounge
Naorthwood Autos
Pinner Pavings
Robsons Estate Agents
Rolfe East

Sorrell & Son Appliance Sales

Tamara Lounge
The White Bear
Version 2 Lights

=& Official benchwear provider
ney balance

sales@newbalanceteam.co.uk  www.newbalanceteam,co.uk




We've net be -
» ¥ You know you've arrived

ove TIMPARKS £ ON A FAMOUS

when the match report
gets both your firstname

SATURDAY MARCH 21,
1964, ATHENIAN LGE:
MAIDENHEAD UTD 0
WEALDSTONE 1

TODAY’S Rewind takes
us back over 61 years
to March 2ist 1964
when the Stones and
Maidenhead were
locking horns in the

“YBREMNER

A GOAL scored in the 46th minute by schoolboy left-

gave Wealdstone two Athenian 1 cague points in the
Matdcuh_cad matci on Saturday, Wealdstone were the
more skilful side, but it was a pity there had 10 he a

D your sumame wrong!
GOAL st

O for eclipsing

. even the sort of
R . errors I used

DECIDES

to make when
WEALDSTONE &5
that august
Maidenhead Utd. 0, Wealdstone 1 riole

Above left:
Bernie Bremer
is pictured
(top) above the
little-known

winger Brian Bremner, deputising for Viv Evans,

The other main aim for the season would be finishing
above Corinthian Casuals, a less lofty ambition than winning
the FA Amateur Cup.

There was a good atmosphere at Wealdstone. The home
cide were having a good season and relied on a physical
approach, much like Leeds Umited, although Wealdstone
obviously weren't quite as gaod,

The pitch was wet and slippery, but the home supporters
were saying that it had been that way for weeks. This was one
of the gond things about non-league football - supporters of
both teams mixed freely.

Bromley had brought a strong team, the same L1 that
started against Oxford in the previous round, and they laoked
full of purpose when they ran out onto the field. It was as if
they realised this was their last chance to salvage something
out of a season that had gone badly wrong.

The early signs weren't good, in that Wealdstone scored
twice within the first 15 minutes. The first one was due to the
mud. The ball got stuck in it and Bernie Bremer, the homelown
favourite, forced the ball home. A few Sinhutes later, he struck

in with a lucky shot from the edge of the area.
ey The talk immediately turned to Barking. We were swept I:ri:
a wave of fear that a repeat of the 8-0 loss to them earlier

real possibility. -
& 5:?::11:‘ ::e:'led depfermined to get his ha_t—t_ricl_t andH lBhI: :
probably what saved Bromiey from total anmhnlaho:‘.'eﬂ I
on a single-minded mission and refused to pas:d t!r“aferring -
municate in any way with h;:;teanv:;ar;,e n;s:egm fha rai
} everyone else and shoot & ; inod ¥
‘W.:t the other end, our end, Bromiey m:: 3;2; stm e
threaten, Phil Amato's cross was met by Er ot feel ke ?
the millionth goal of his career. For once, l::s o the A
consolation goal, but one that had got Us

;

Green and the 50

| couldn't have been closer with
: yaking ik in turns 10 attack.

sank as someone Who w
the lgad from @ corner.

NEWSPAPER COCK-UP THAT BERNIE BREMER HAS FORGIVEN

15 aninal
the bar as @ reminder that his persona

. it ho scared next.
| Bremer "r'e“e: over, but it was Bromley who <€ ored 'rd':;-\o
estos L: David Wise was met on the volley by EdUIE
rass ’ 5
A great © ores were level at 2-2.

15 most exciling. The game

thall at
o 0 TR Bromley and Bernie Bremer

This W

\all-time, the travelling supporters’ hearts

) efore |
i asn't Bremer put Wealdstone back In

As the players trooped off for their oranges, we weren't
too dispirited, Only 3-2 down and stili in with a chance of a
win or even a replay at Hayes Lane. The pitch had, by now,
terned into a quagmire which nulified the more skilful
Weaidstone midfield.

The second half was undoubtedly Bromley's best 45
minutes of the season, Despite playing uphill, they mounted
altack after attack.

Wise and Pettet had shots blocked on the line, Eddie
Green's drive missed the target by a malter of inches.

Meanwhile, Alan Soper was in inspired form. The
Wealdstone fans barely believed me when | told them he'd
been in bed with fiu the day befare. But it was true. Peter had
1old me on the way to the ground,

m th?|m;m-' the score hadn't change since hal-time. Then,
b w:'f n-hnu‘.e_‘ Eddie Green scum_ed down the touchline
‘W\'Eﬂerilasz::m: Cross towards Eric Noltage, the master
\Be zrocas: : eeding the slightest touch to lavel

But the ball somehow evaded his forehead. It went out for

2 Wealdstone |1, ;
whistie fu [u"_‘;:: and Mr RF Wood (Brighton) blew his

Athenian League. fﬂi{:r :“ an excellent game. played in testing conditions, | Billy Bremner
'caldsione had, perhaps, :
Both clubs were ama- more than their f:'l_ir share of [ Stuck on line : We’re definitely infringing copyright here, but late ‘Bromley Boys’ author Dave Roberts wouldn’t
teurs (although our keep- L‘f"'k* i il}'{'i \“;‘H"r}”’" h:; £ % siee. Makdenhosd Cross-har Nil have minded us lifting a couple of pages of his wonderful novel that details Bromley FC’s awful
e L e Bl At 1 ot et 1969-70 season when they finished bottom of the Isthmian League. Here he sums up the mercurial

Iooked the more danger
lhe carly stages, and ¥

er who started the 63-64
season, Roger Durdle, let

ar end Heemner

made strenuous efforis o save !

the game. The Wealdstone goal ! Bernie Bremer beautifully as his team were knocked out of the Amateur Cup at Lower Mead

slip recently that he was had  some near-miraculous ¢l interceptions  of}

i C5Caes. 2 . Menacing  cent it Good| 5 . ’
paid £2a wee_k by Weald- They owed a ot to the fulm § oAy e : i ! someone ‘upstairs’ as the Bees they spent much of the autumn Harrow Observer cutting - poor
stone when his full time :Ef:nsli::p ptl‘?}'u ;?Fa h-:&i’lf["; L‘c‘é over bis own cros, L {hta 4gh his own in were never offered a place at the playing on Saturdays for their Bernie had to live with 14 years of
: : ¥ k = i idston. sass back, bu o A s z F i
]qb paid £8!) I;?utthe Athe- | en it looked in danger of gt Pty sk, but Wealesians Jusi top table - and ended up copying country and the first three (Eng- having his name misspelled, largely as
nian was considered asec-  cracking. Pow!ckr: too, was 108 Nia thoc beuck o the o e b i Vimbledon by turning profes- land) players were also involved in a result of the prominent Scottish
ond-rate competition to great form, making B med and Lawience vas ﬁ(i?'”i;ﬁﬁi'; plil trvmping sional in the mid-60s and joining Great Britain qualifiers for the international Billy Bremner playing at

5 deletmina-

the Isthmian League,

of britlianlh.sa\'csk
Ashworth, :
1 indsay had all plaved for &

] -
When Wealdstone scored im.t fion.

Fownsend  and f g ¥ % i
mediately after fhe interval it} I was  Maidenhesd’s first
l{

the Southern League.

But back to the Stones. We
were feeling a bit sorry for
ourselves as the season kicked off
and were actually bottom of the
table in November with just one
win in the opening nine games. Far
from going ‘up’ to the Isthmians,
we were in more danger of going

Maidenhead.

1964 Olympic Games.

Once the internationals were
out of the way the season settled
down. We chalked up |1 wins
from the next |5 games to
consolidate a final place of fifth -
and smack in the middle of this
run came the game at mid-table

the same time.
Bernie played for the Stones for
seven years and was hugely influen-

Cup in '66. He was among the ex-
players at the 50 years anniversary

mispronunciation when | spoke to
him at the funch event.

tial in the club winning the Amateur

back in 2016 - and laughed about the

w . Aokl ALl
damoured son, | Eigand apains ssoiand the f 14 RATLIT LS Mt et b
It was by invitation only’  ects  of  Wealonss T e o o Sl Tt X
however, and the snooty  Vieig, one playod some de-f Biviedred e vt B o B ok
Isthmians were very lightful football on a Ic’!’ from close nge sl AL Uay A
picky... and very judge- which r:iarfmi M‘;‘g';‘ ok dercrrninc:{v iate mlly SFuklan i
mental. At the :'frlw 1t Sj ks .\"'flilh m‘.’{ Boule 1£cadcfiﬂ‘q:x'tg?fns:rlrf=§r:::r' “'Qi.a'-"”“;:f“,'fy
beginning of thisseason | USSR odEremll § il it B il
ey asked top-half Athe- %5 fe sl s ) 3

nians Enfield, Hendon,
Sutton and Hitchin teo join the
‘elite’, a decision that left the
Stones feeling overlooked.

We had finished in third place
above all of those clubs the previ-

ous year (apart from champions
Enfield) while you had to feela
little bit sorry for runners up
Barnet. Well, just a bit. Their case
was even stronger than ours -

g reached three Amateur Cup finals

g and been runners up on numerous
occasions!

/ But they had obviously offended

they'd been title winners three times,

down to the Corinthian League!
Part of the problem was having
amateur internationals Charlie
Townsend, Johnny Ashworth,
Hughie Lindsay, Arthur Peel and
Hunter Devine in our line up as-

The Magpies hadn’t lost at home
since the opening day, but a single
goal from our teenage winger
Bernie Bremer won the points.
Ignore the misspelling in the head-
line and the first paragraph of the

““Bremner" was how everyone
spelled my name - | just got used to
it" he said. “But in one of my early
games they even got my first name
wrong in the paper too so that

Continued overpage>>>



\We've et before THESTORY CONTINUES FROM  THE ATHENIAN LEAGUE RIGHT UP TO THE NATIONAL LEAGUE!

From previous page

was something of an achievement!"” Well,
Bernie - or should we call you Brian - we
have reprinted the classic double mistake
from the Maidenhead report. It was only
his second start in the first team for the 17
year-old-a pupil at teacher team mate
Hughie Lindsay’s school - but Bremer's goal |
helped cement his place in the Stones team |
right through the 1960s.

He eventually left at the end of the 1969- |

70 season for Wycombe Wanderers, joining |

strikers Keith Searle and John Hutchinson
who had left acrimoniously a few months
earlier. All three won championship medals
with Wycombe the following season - but
only Bremer had the best wishes of the club.
Incidentally, the Stones only had to wait
another year to gain membership of the
Isthmian league when Wimbleden turning
pro created a vacancy. But poor old Barnet,
the Athenian champions, were overlooked
again....
The Maidenhead programme that af-
ternoon in 1964 (right) and (below) the
Stones line-up five years later shows
Bremer (ringed) an integral member

i v,
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The Magpie

OFFICIALPROGRAMME OF THE
MAIDENHEAD UNITED FOOTBALL
CLUB

;,"‘.;n"-.'_.‘: L — —m—

MAIDENHEAD UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB

Founded 1868

Mermbers of the Fooiball Associaton, Berks & Bucks LA, Atiensn 1o miu FA €l emi:

hirtoen bimes holders

& i I8 193530, rinthian Shiefd winners 195657,
Saaliva 1971273 Amateg Cup Sepifnaliy IEEC o CoaR toto.or, 1961-62

i : Ma, R. G. Gooo, I.r.
Presidemt: Avp, 1. B Maunstey, 098, Chairman! Ma. R
lon. Treamrer: Mw. F. A, Veraniss, 89 King Sireel, Maidephead. Tel. Makdenbeed 20573,

Haad, Maidenbesd, Tel, Slough 23011
o e e eonisd 2478 (Prvate) 5 ol
Hon, Team & Match Eecratery: MW, Hatss, 40 Grenfell Rosd &
Club Notes
: Fome s the oficials, and supporiets of
mex“ come: tu the :I?-m_‘ o ik
ool 1 y mt:;"sxh:m nd we bﬁéﬂaﬂerﬁw&l that taday’s game will
it further keen tussie. iy
After Tu s splandid viclory 4 rmamhﬂxmmnm
o tha th ity bogey il $h0m I8 b2 Le? Foo Niccube we
foture, Bwe nave beon reduoei (0 10 . s e
eket, but n&uﬁﬁmmﬂ for ma i phis , however, we.
ro-sely

 specdy return to fitn

| Rubbery jubbly! One
way of getting it on..

ONE OTHER incident worth
repeating from revisit of the early
1'960s followys the Big Freeze of
anuary 1963 when 4ft of snow fell
in Harrow - and the rest of Britain
- and football was pretty much

—_

Senior Serijoq

AR 0 suspended for three months.
e o Striker Arthur Peel recalled one novel (and
4 desperate) method for unfreezing the pitches:

| Barnet decided to stack piles of old tyres on
their Underhill pitch before the scheduled

' game with Wealdstone and set fire to them!
 Itdidn't work - the game was called off after

. 20 minutes - but the sticky goo from the

/! melted tyres totally ruined both sets of kit! And
% this was before the bonkers Barry Fry....

1A B

Last seasons clashes [
with the Magpies were |
pically unp_gl_‘ctahrle‘

12

TUESDAY DECEMBER 26,2023, % ™ *
NATIONAL LGE: MAIDENHEAD |
UNITED 0 WEALDSTONE2

In the space of six weeks
last season we took on Mai-
deenhead twice.. and the
matches encapsulated our
hopelessly erratic form at
the end of the year going
into February. . .

All was hunky dory when we e \*
metat York Road on Boxing Day. Lot g
First half goals from Sean Agark—y Sean Adarkwa cuts Inslde bef;re : ﬁﬁﬁ?-
wa and Max from the penalty spot = ing the opening goal at York c;:;s enalty.
ensured an impressive, workman- top) Max Krg‘atzschmdr SnjgysiEf

¥  celebrations in front of the United fans

like 2-0 win that seemed to be

Stuart Maynard and Matty Saun-

o, paitbpdoom o TUESDAY FEBRUARY 4, 2024,
s W il v the bard NATIONAL LGE: WEALDSTONE D

yards but also keep the ball with a MAIDENHEAD UN"ED 1

passion... while W\?'also have the As I mentioned in the live-

talent to hurt you”. _ stream commentary at the end
Sean Adarkwa was on fire, in- of the game: “This was very

fact putting on a show that Christ- much Wealdstone’s worst

display of the season so far”...
what | didn’t know was how

mas and his opening goal in the

2-0 win at Dagenham was fol-

lowed by a superlative hat-trick in low we’d dip under the new

the topsy-turvy 4-4 draw with manager!

Hartlepool. It didn't help having skipper Jack
While his goal against Maiden- Cook sent off for two yellow cards in

head simply took your breath the first half but this was a really half-

away. He cutinside from the left cooked Stones. Our former youth

of the box and despatched an un- player Ashley Nathaniel-George was

erring right-foot shot to the far, the most dangerous player on the

top corner ]:hat had' kegper‘ Craig | pitch and he cracked in the only goal

Ross clutching at thin air. i with 20 mins remaining, but truthfully
We then knocked Chelmsford | Maidenhead would have been out of

out of the FA Trophy... followed sight but for the razor- sharp goal

by the shocking news that our keeping of Marcus Dewhurst.

management team were off to The malaise was half hidden by wins

Notts County. All seemed well, at York and AFC Fylde, but five sue-

cessive defeats meant the end of
Noble, Blame it on Maidenhead!

David Noble was the surprise new
wearer of the Stones’ manager's
jacket the results kept coming.
First came a 3-3 draw against Al-
dershot and then the dramatic |-I
draw at Barnet with Corey
Andrews’ last-minute heroics
planting us firmly in mid-table.
WWhat we weren’t prepared for
was a very low-key performance
three days later that ended in the
defeat to struggling Maidenhead....

]

however, with Alex Dyer taking
the reins for a 2-0 win over Hali-
fax at the Vale, and even when



12-14 HIGH STREET

1950 ¢ FHOMEFLAIR “uai

sales@homeflairdiy.co.uk
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. : B "
‘t\ > THAIPE

7:45pm

W Members £6

£1 off after 9 -m

(Membership is free)

PAINT COLOUR MIXING AND MATCHING: ALL
THE MAJOR BRANDS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

Your number one, local award winning
branded merchandise supplier

Over 75 years combined experience, meaning we guarantee:

! + Deliver on time

" * %k Kk ¥ B Y
o i ) !, D!'.Ir!’IIAIIUll “
N 490 wears + Deliver quality products Vo N

218 feien ; o, B017-2024
: merch + Have unbeatable prices Vi == 4
[ orevews. | i L=

WINNER

+ Give impeccable service

Let our oxpert team source for your noxt exhibition or giveaway.
Kit out your staff or say thank you to customers.

Express turnarounds and low MOQs.

o~

Get in touch or pop in and visit!
Quote WEALDSTONE for 10% off your first order with us.

: ; Ruislip Social Club . B = _— N .
PaU', Be“nder & Ma”e Grosvenor Vale Merchandise Ltd, Unit 9 Adler Industrial Estate, Tol: 01895 438 459

02 0 8 866 4 26 3 R UiS I ip, M i d dx 3 H A 4 6 J Q Betam Road, Hayes, Middlesex, UB3 1ST Email: sales@merchandise.couk



... ORDONATE A BALL 2024-2025

.or be a part of matchday
by donating the match ball!

A package for businesses (from £225 + vat) or fans (£180)

SPONSOR A MATCH 2024-2025. . .

Celebrate an occasion or advertise Your suEport for |
the Stones with one of our great-value packages...

Sponsoring a match is a great way to
celebrate an occasion or advertise your

organisation’s support. Packages start for
fans at just £495 for 4 people, and for
businesses at £595 + VAT for 4 people.

As a VWealdstone FC match sponsor you will enjoy
match tickets for 4 people (inc:prime main stand
seats if required); a fantastic adVertising package,
including publicity over the PA system; website and
social media together with a piece in the programme;
boardroom, Gordon Bartlett Lounge or Main Hall
hospitality including a pre-match hot meal with wines
and half-time refreshments courtesy of in-house

B R A S B R S

caterer Lynn Evans; match-day programmes for all in
your party; a dedicated table for you and your guests
throughout your stay; the naming and presenting of
the ‘Man of the Match’ award; and a souvenir

memento of your day. Our match sponsors and their |

guests are all entertained in surroundings befitting
such a special occasion be it a birthday, anniversary or
any other special event! We will work with you to
ensure you and your guests get to enjoy a truly
memorable experience.

Contact abbeychandler@wealdstonefc.com
for more details.

for four people thatwill give you the satisfaction of knowing
you have paid for the ball that VWealdstone are banging into
the net (or out of the ground!). As ball donor you will enjoy:
4 x Match tickets

4 x Captains’ Lounge hospitality + refreshments and snacl<s
Publicity over the PA system and via the official club website
and social media

4 x match-day programmes

|  Signed Ball

HARTLEPOOL UTD (January 18, National League)

Call Peter Worby on 07967 698370 or John Young
on 07874 846785 for more details.

OLDHAM ATHLETIC !Augusl 17 National League) BRA'NTREE TOWN (0ctober 22, National League) I e WOKING March 22, National League)
i gﬁf Eﬁgﬁ%ﬁ&f BALL DONORS: Help S?unesa;:l?tshahail in the net— donate this one! mf&%ﬁhﬁmm Ld

SUTTON UNITED (August 20, National League)

BALL DONOR. Mike & Val Weston FULHAM U215 (Noverber 5, National League Cup) BRIGHTON & HOVE U215 (sanuary 21, Nat. Loague Cup) ALDERSHOT TOWN (March 25, National League)

AFC FYLDE (August 26, National League)

A T A AR AR AR AR,

BALL DONOR: Wealdstone FC Supporters Club
SOUTHAMPTON U21S (November 12, National League Cup)

BALL DONOR: Wealdstone FC Supporters Club

MATCH SPONSORS: Rotfe East
BALL DONORS: Peter and Steve Drew in memory of Tony Drew

MATCH SPONSOR:Live Retal
BALL DONOR: Wealdstone FC Supporters Cub e

YORK CITY Setomber et Leaque) - SOLIHULL MOORS etrary e Leage BOSTON UNITED kgt NaiorlLeage

MATCH SPONSORS: Rolfe East ROCHDALE tNoverber 16, National League) MATCH SPONSORS: Berkeley Installations MATCH SPONSORS: MODU Digital

BALL DONOR: Wealdstone FC Supporters Club MATCHSPONSORS, Rl st | Hrrow Windows BALL DONORS:Graham Clark and Mike Pulin BALL DONCRS: Mark Snell

BARNET BALLDONOR:TonyPlt o o s AT

(September 21, National League) (Fehruary 4, National L eague) A Mok
MATCHSPONSORS Rl st WYCOMBE WANDERERS (ovenberS0FACI20RY oy spnsons sune iy | oo s FIHE LS D ol et
e R ALLDONORS o i s & ot BALL DONOR:n memoryof ur vorstver player BALLDGNORS: David Ryderin Memary ofThomas Grant

SOUTHEND UNITED (September 26, Natianal League)
BALL DONOR: Tony Paulley

GOSPORT BOROUGH (0ctober 13, FA Cup &th OR)

BALL DONORS: Andy Richards, Daniel Richards, Mark Pope & Del
Franklin,

YEOVIL TOWN (october 19, National League)

A AR AR

DERBY COUNTY U21S (Decemiber 3, National League Cup)
BALL DONOR: Wealdstone FC Supporters Club

ALTRINCHAM (December 10, National League}
MATCH SPONSORS: Bedford Friends of Wealdstone in memory of
JohnO'Connor

BALL DONOR: Toby Jackson, Lapels Badges

GATESHEAD (February 8, National League)

MATCH SPONSORS: Ruislip Windows and Doors
BALL DONORS:

EBBSFLEET UNITED (February 22, National League)
MATCH SPONSORS: Brunel University ® Paul Lazenby
BALL DONORS: In memory of Brian Kat Kelly

T e g DAGENHAM & REDBRIDGE (December 21, National League) EASTLEIGH (March 15, National League)

s nology MATCH SPONSORS: Harrow Windows . Ruisli

BALL DONOR: Raj Dahar  BALLDONOR:JoeManvionan Fanily MATCH SPONSORS: Ruistp Windows and Doors
7

BALL DONORS: Toby Jackson (Lapels Badges)

A AT,

MAIDENHEAD UNITED (Aprit 21, Natonal League)

MATCHSPORSORS Vorsin?| ot
BALL DONORS: Tony Paulley | Keith Davies | Tom Johansen & fiends

FC HALIFAX TOWN (May 5, National League)

MATCH SPONSORS: Contact abbeychandler@wealdstonefc.com
BALL DONORS: Peter and Steve Orew, Ron Moore and David
Edwards, im memary offans no longer with us.

Keith Davies | Steve Chartton



Your friendly and reliable local garage
... now with a pick-up and drop-off
service to make your life easier
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT SINCE 2023

“Trustworthy and very reasonably priced! My car was dropped off at this garage by the RAC
and the engineers had fixed the suspension within 24 hours. They contacted us quickly, and were
very competent and professional. I would highly recommend” - Anita Dave

“They were spot on with diagnosing the problem and fixing. Great value for money. Gary and
Harry were helpful and sorted the problem - | will be recommending them to family and friends.
- Sarah Wynn

“Wonderful, efficient, knowledgeable, friendly and expert service. Both Gary the mechanic and
Harry the manager were a pleasure to deal with. | can’t recommend them enough”.
- Kenneth Spektor

SERVICING
REPAIRS
BRAKES

OIL CHANGE
ENGINE MAINTENANCE

"_—f@\_'_'

NORTHWOOD AUTO

SERVICES LIMITED

P\l

01923 822 873

northwoodautos@gmail.com

20-24 Hallowell Road, Northwood HA6 IDW
(entrance in the lane between numbers 14 and 16)

What we offer?

Combine further education
and full time football or train
and play like a professional.

f

Three fantastic locations at e -
Harefield School, H
Col]eagrs ;id Bfu ggi Ur?i:fr;r\gty, LEARN TRA’N P'-A Y
A wide range of courses on ' \ :
offer including A levels, BTECs, |

eoreesand persoral  WIITH THE WEALDSTONE
'FC ACADEMY

L

: 8 i Ny v
S acciind

Represent Wealdstone FC in
the FA Youth Cup, the U19
National League, Tactic
Leagues & U23 National Youth
League,

A limited number of places are
available for talented players
looking to focus just on
developing as pro footballers.

._‘_\r/ ;
The academy. is now
. recruiting 16-23 year olds in
proven performance = {
pathway from u19s through to prepa ration ﬁOI’ Septe mébe.,[m%
the first team. \
2025
N
wealdstonefcacademy :
W' wealdstoneFCA

9 academy@wealdstonefc.com

. 07944 684782

Interested?
Apply now

| w72 | Brunel JEm————_ aArrow
% University HAREFIELD COLLEGE
% London —




Pl | \'j’\h
a'1‘:"“-\..,.

)

C./n\,
NAMASTE
g LOUNGE—
RESTAURANT | BAR |
SHISHA | CLUB | EVENTS
66 JOEL ST, NORTHWOOD, HA6 1LL

01923 840157
NAMASTELOUNGE.COM

AN
LL‘)QL@UE\'(;I&

SUPPORT your favourite player by donating

|
their kit for every game of the new season!
It costs £165 to sponsor a player’s home or away I Onors
kit, or £250 to get a shirt signed by your chosen

player at the end of the season. You’ll also get a

mention below, a mention on the club website —and

a mention on any player interviews we publish on X .

and YouTlube. Michael
Call Peter Worby on 07967 698370 or John Owen
Young on 07874 846785 for more details, In memory of our dad
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The Football Foundation is the
Premier League, The FA and
the Government's charity.

We award grants and work with
partners to deliver outstanding
grassroots football facilities
across England.

TOGETHER
FOR FOOTBALL
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Lease A Brand New Vah

£0 Admin Fees" /

Only At Vanarama.com

Make the signing of the season

with Vanarama

FREE 30-Day Returns* FREE & Fast UK Delivery” BINEEE K Trustpitot

AUTORAMA UK LTD tha Vanarama, registered in England and \Wales {Reg. No. 05137708) registered offices: Mavlands Avenue, Hemel Hempstead HP2
7DE, is authonsed and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authonty [Firm Ref, Mo, 530748, AUTORAMA LK LTD Is part of the "Auto Trader Group”, which
includes Auta Trader Limited AUTORAMA UK LTD is a credit broker and net alender, We can introduce you to a limited group of lenders and their finance
product. “We do not charge you a feg for introductions we make, but we will likely receive a commission payment fram the fender if you decide to enter into
an agreement with them. These fees and commissions da not influence the amount a customer pays, *158Cs apply, Max 50 miles over the delivery miles and
must be returned within 30 days, “Offers, service and delivery only avaltable to LK Mainiand,
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Vanarama National League
Bank Holiday Monday

5th May
3:00pm

VANARAMA NATIONAL STONES
LEAGUE — TABLE, HOME RESULTS
AS AT 14TH APRIL PWDLF A GD Pts H

1

Barnet 2117 4 53 14 50 92
York City 2115 3 54 19 47 86 0-2
Forest Green Rovers 21 34 17 23 75 21
Oldham Athletic 21 31 22 14 66 0-1
Gateshead 21 36 28 12 66 0-4
Rochdale 21 38 20 21 64 20
Halifax Town 21 21 21 7 64
Altrincham 12 21 32 18 9 60 33
Southend United 15 21 30 24 4 60 11
Tamworth 12 21 35 23 -4 60 041
Hartlepool United [ 21 25 20 1 56
Sutton United 13 21 26 26 -4 55
Yeovil Tawn 10 21 23 24 -6 55
Eastleigh 15 21 34 25 -2 54
Aldershot Town 14 21 39 33 -8 53
Woking 16 21 20 52
Solihull Moors 9 55 36 =5 5
Braintree Town 9 49 21 =0 51

20 Wealdsane. B 17 52 o CONSTRUCTING THE FUTURE
5 a4 MAINTAINING THE PAST

21 Dagenham & Redbridge 14 53
22 Maidenhead United B 22 49
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23 AFC Fylde 6 2547
24 Ebbsfleet United 42 3 13 26 38 B89
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Wealdstone FC's first team travel is 26th April

sponsored by Osmo, specialists in 12:30pm
the supply of woed finishes 1 2 :




