HOW THE TEAMS LINE-UP TODAY

WEALDSTONE *yt TRURO CITY
ROYAL BLUE/WHITE/BLUE ¢ s RED & BLACK/BLACK/RED
Dante-Astor BAPTISTE l'.t!u I Dan LAYERCOMBE
Jack COOK 2 F!ﬂ 2 Zac BELL
Anthony GEORGIOU 3 [ || 3 Connor RILEY-LOWE
Omar MUSSA4 | | | 4 Seidou SANOGO
Deon WOODMANS | || 5 Tom HARRISON
Mason BARRETT 6 || | 6 Sam SANDERS
Enzio BOLDEWIN7 |_| 7 Yassine EN-NEYAH
DylanKADJI& | | 8 Will DEAN
Max KRETZSCHMAR 10 | || 9 Tyler HARVEY
Sakariya HASSAN 11 | | 10 Billy PALFREY
Micah OBIERO 14 ||| 11 Dominic JOHNSON-
Moussa DIARRA 16 | FISHER
DomHUTCHINSON 17 [ | | 12 Christian OXLADE-
ChristianSCOTT I8 | | CHAMBERLAIN
Nathan TSHIKUNA 19 || 15 Luke JEPHCOTT
Jeffrey SEKYERE 21 _| 18 Dan ROONEY
Connor McAVOY 22 | | | 20 Ryan LAW
Marcus DAY26 | | 21 Stewart YETTON
Sean ADARKWA 27 ; Harry KITE
Junior TIENSIA29 | | | Lirak HASSANI
| Tylor LOVE-HOLMES
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WELCOME BACK, MAC

Connor McAvoy looked in

: great shape on his return last
| Saturday... until that

| unfortunate injury
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CONSTRUCTING THE FUTURE
MAINTAINING THE PAST

pFlewis

gpflewis.co.uk

Welcome back to Grosvenor Vale as
remarkably we start yet another season
at non-league footballs top table,

A warm welcome also to the Truro fans who have
undertaken the not inconsiderable journey from
Cornwall today. Many of us have fond memeries of
our away trips to Truro and the fantastic hospitality
shown to us by their supporters. Enjoy your
afternoon and welcome to the National League.

In many ways our dramatic last day survival seems
an age ago but in others the break and pre season
seems to get shorter every year.

Much has happened in the world of VVealdstone
since that Halifax game, not least of which was a
change in our management team. VWelcome back Sam
and all the very best for 2025/26.

Finally, as is tradition, my notes at the start of the
season include a call to arms for volunteers around

the ground or with help running the Supporters Club.

Any free time given is truly appreciated and it is a
great way to meet likeminded supporters and
contribute to the club's success.

You are unable to spare time but want to still help1
hear you say.. .. fantastic. As always we have plenty of
ways you can contribute at this time of the year.
Within these pages you will see Match Sponsorship,
Ball Donations and Players Kit Sponsorships all
waiting for you or a group of friends to commit.
Please take a loolc as it directly impacts cur on field
performance.

Thanks for buying a programme and we look
forward to your continued support. Mark

MATCH SPONSORS

'-rﬂ'd George & Katie,

MASCOTS

Time constraints dictated that we couldn't
aknowledge the two special guests-at our recent
QPR friendly so please welcome......

George (1) and Katie (10) from Ballyclare,
Northern Ireland. They are the children of
lifelong Stones supporter James, and
grandchildren of our very own Mim.

Football runs deep in their family. George plays
for Barn United and was their top goalscarer
last season. Katje also shines on the pitch-—she
plays for Ballyclare Comrades Ladies, where she
was both top goalscorer and Player of the
Season.

The Goodmans have a proud mascoting
tradition with the Stones. James and his sister
Joanna were mascots for the last ever game at
Lower Mead, 34 years ago—now the next
generation takes centre stage!

BOSTON COACH TRAVEL
Monday 25th August
Departs Grosvenor Vale 8.45am
Adults £35
UN6s£15
Book at - wfcsc.demoed.co.uk

RUISLIP WINDOWS - WWW RUISLIPWINDOWS.CO.UK
RAY CORNER - IN MEMORY OF MICK WELLS

BALL DONOR

TURF DOCTOR - ADAM ROWLANDS
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GROUND REGULATIONS

People are only allowed entry to The Vale on match days subject to the following rules and requlations:

1) The club reserves the right to eject from the ground any person who is considered to have committed any of the following acls:
+ Entering the ground through any means other than through the turnstiles or entrances

« Entering the Neld of play before, during or after a game without prior autharisation

+ Being drunk, or under the influgnce of alcohol or drugs « Using viclence of any nature

+ Carrying items which may be considered a danger to others, including cans, bottles, or glasses containing alccholic beverages

+ Throwing any article onto the field of play « Climbing floodlight pylons, fences, stands or any structure o building

- Using obiscene or bad language likely to cause offence to others « Hitting the side or back panels of the Bulla stand

2) No spectator ball games.

3) The cansumption of alcoholic drinks is permitted INSIDE the social club bar, garden and boardroom areas.

41 Wehicles parked on the Grosvenor Vale site are at the owners'risk,

5} Wealdstone Football Club supports the FA'S campaign on pyrotechnics (e.g. flares and smoke bambs), Any misuse of such items

Max Rolfe Robert Barrett
Commercial Property Land, Development

in and around the Ground will result in those responsible being asked to leave the ground and, in line with football authority
guidarce, may result in a report to the Palice, potential prosecution and a ban fram the Club of up to three vears. &) No
Smoking or Yaping inside the greund.

Wealdstone FC Board of Directors

Max.Rolfe@rolfe-east.com

0208 566 0288

& New Homes
robert@rolfe-east.com
0208 579 4080




First and foremost,
welcome to the Vale for
the start of the 2025-2¢
season and P very exc
ed by to be back here a
manager of Wealdstone
Football Club, my third
stint with the club.

Did | think I'd be having a full-
pre-season behind me and be
starting back at the Stones this:
year! To be honest, no | didn't.
But the prospect for me ta
kicle-off this season as manager
of the football club that | hold
so dear to my heart.... it makes
me very proud.

Yes, it's going to be tough but
here's to a competive and
enjoyable season!

I'd also like to say to alf of the
fans, welcome back to the Vale
because you're goingto bea
massive part of anything we do
that’s successful.... we need to
malke this stadium a fortress like
we have in the past, like | recall

only too well. We will be
navigating through good patch-
'es and rough patches but we
must remain humble as to who
we are and the constraints we
have. If we all rally behind these boys and be that
positive influence, the 12th man as you've been the in
the past it will make a huge difference.

The players have been an absolute joy to work with
i pre season, putting ina real shift in every training
session and they have managed the transition to tak-
ing on lots of information while listening to what we
want from them inand out of possession. Theyare
learning the way we want them to play.

| love being back, | feel a lot differentanda lot more

~ mature since my return and the experiences I've sub-

" sequently gone through. Pre-season has gone well
and we've managed to keep the vast majority of play-

Ttwas a hig, big
decision in the
SUMMET BULT0 B e airiness time:
the manager of
Wealdstone, the
club | love, makes
me so very proud’ iorsiessere

ers fit throughout - we've im-
plemented injury preven-
tion, alongside performance
because if we're honest, the
last two years have seen
too many injuries at cru-
cial times. You can't make
players bulletproof but
the introduction of Ethan
and Aaron's gym pro-
grammes for the upper
body, lower body and
power sessions three
times a week - alongside

Georgie Turner our

physio - has been a fantas-
tic asset. Our squad is in
great physical shape.

When | was appointed by
Rory and the board | told
them that | want to bring a
philosophy and and identity
back to the club, and make
it a place not just for the
fans to come and enjoy
themselves, but also for the
players. Football careers go
so quickly - take it from me -
and what I'm big on is to give
them the chance to showcase
their abilites and to love being in
a great place,

worlk recruiting players
into practice!

VWe've been as active as we
can be, with help from Head of
Recruitment Steve Boone who
been absolutely fantastic. I've
spent more time on the phone
to him this summer than to any-
one else! Getting players who

McAvoy who has cbviously
been at the club before, under both Stuart and
Gibbo. He was identified to us early on - albeit he
was on trial at other clubs - and we managed to se-
cure him, Unfortunately he picked up an injury
against Slough and we hope and pray he has the best
possible recovery,

Nathan Tshikuna, meanwhile, brings a wealth of ex-
perience to the midfield area. He can play deeper and
also closer to the goal adding strength, power and
pace - he'll be a huge asset going forward.

We also signed Dylan Kadji, a young prospect who
has shown maturity above his years in pre season...
we expect a bright future from this talented midfield-

er. Also arriving at the Vale is young winger Sak
Hassan, a joy to work with and who shows great
signs of fearning, and midfielder powerhouse
Omar Mussa (below) from Torquay who has
been outstanding in every pre-season game he
played. He has enornous strength and ability, as
has left wing-bacl¢ Junior Tiensia who signed
from Barrow. He has been almost unplayable

so far! On top of that we are hoping to sign two
trialllist forwards after this programme went to
press - and have added the experienced defender
Moussa Diarra and winger Marcus Day to what
is now a healthy-looking squad.

Personally speaking, I had a big decision
to make in May.

As you all know | had reponsibilities coaching
the Guyanan national team, and | was was going
through the process of possibly becoming the
national manager: The interviews were down to
the final two and in the middle of all that | gota
phone call from Rory asking if I'd take the job as
manager of YWealdstone. Everyone knows that
national football with Guyana has beena huge
part of my life over the past ten years, one of the
proudest things I've done in my life

So it was a huge decision for me, do | wait and
see if | get the Guyana job or do | take on the
WWealdstone job? I've made my decison, it's great
to be baclk and now I've got my full focus on help-
ing the club be successful.

As for my Tottenham connection: | have been
working with the young academy products for
over 10 years and seen some fantastic talent go
through into the first team and have careers in
the game, something I'm very proud of. | will still
be going in into the club once a week to work
with the full-time boys (on my day off) so I'll also
get a chance to keep my eye on any young
emerging talents. Much like [ did with Kallum
Cesay when | brought him to the club two sea-
sons ago. | worked with Kallum at Spurs and saw
sdething in him. Despite having numerous
failed trails at other clubs | gave him a platform
and a home at Wealdstone to show what he
could do. He was a fantastic asset for us, and he
was well deserving of his move. These are the
types of young hungry players we want to work
with and what the fans want to see. A great ex-
ample and advert for any young aspiring foot-
baller joins Wealdstone,

And finally: Truro!

They had a really good season last year and we
know their threats: they are powerful and direct,
have some goaod players and they know what
they are good at. They'll obviously have a spring
in their step after last season and will give us a
tough challenge... so we'll do all we can to stamp
our authority on the game. We are definitely
well prepared for the contest so bring it on!
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It's heen quite a year
s historic
ruro City!

for toda
visitors

SCROLL back exactly a year to the opening game
of the 2024-25 season... and Truro were
overjoyed to be christening their new stadium and
back in the county of Cornwall after years of exile
in Devon and even Gloucestershire. The League
said their dilapidated old Treyew Road ground
didn’t pass muster for the NL South.

But while a record 2,676 crowd turned up for
the grand opening of the Truro City Stadiumin
Threemilestone, four miles from the town centre,
it had an embarrassing start a few minutes in when
the referee had to ask visitors Dorking Wanderers
to change their orange /black/orange kit which
rather obviously clashed with Truro’s red/black/
red (pictured above). Many of the crowd had
called this out as soon as the teams lined up!
Dorking had not travelled with a change strip but
rather than ask Truro to use alternative kit they
wore their shirts inside out in time-honoured
Sunday League fashion (see picture below). It was
ashambolic start to a new era but Truro - despite
losing this opener 2-1 - just got better and better
as the season progressed and were worthy NLS
Champions.

The only time I can recall Stones having a similar
issue was when Frickley turned up for an FA Trophy
quarter-final match at Lower Mead in 1985 with an
all-blue strip, We loaned them our all-red Morrit
Homes kit (eeuurghh) and won 3-1. Tim Parks
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IT’S very tempting to ‘listen in’ to
other clubs’ Fans Forums when
you’ve just signed a player from
them.

Surprisingly, the comments about the
departed player are not always laced
with bitter criticism, or assertions of
‘good riddance to bad rubbish’. Which is
what you might expect in the muddied
and vicious online world,

In fact, sometimes they contain
achingly desperate pleas to their club
not to allow the player to leave.

Omar Mussa is one such case. Within hours of the
news that Sam Cox had persuaded Torquay United's
Burundian international midfielder that he would be a
star in our National League side, the Devon club’s
Torquay Talk blog was gushing about how sad it was
that he would not be lighting up their midfield in
2025-26.

“The Moose was more of
.an idea than a footballer,
It’s not just him leaving
 Torquay that stings, it’s
what he came to represent.
1It’s the feeling that he gave
5" wrote Matty Hayward.
““Omar Mussa ran the show
against us for Weymouth in

021, against a decent mid-
field of Asa Hall, Tom
 Lapslie-and Armani Little
and two seasons later -
«after being aregular for
‘Dagenham and Redbridge
and the Burundi national
- team - The Moose finaily
~ loped his woay to the English
Riviera.

“I loved watching him because of how he made me
feel. Sorry if that makes me a Romantic. [ loved
. watching Omar Mussa because he was fun. Because
he was the only player to pull on a Torquay shirtin a é
long time where nobody knew what he was going to

o next, where you knew he could skin someone or é

Welcome to The
Moose, the man
who made last
year's Torguay
worth watching

wazz a forty-yard pass across the pitch. He literally,
physically, non-metaphorically, not in a cliched way,
got the heart racing.”

Quite a testimonial! | caught up with Omar, 24,
after his full debut in pre-season at St Albans, and
asked him the usual searching questions.....

How did the move from Torquay to Weald-
stone come about? Via an agent? Yes, the move
came through my agent and the amount of positive
reviews | heard about Sam
Cox, so | was really looking
forward to working with
him. You wili get most bene-
fit from me as a holding mid-
fielder, a No.6, though like
to go past people too.
Torquay used me on the
wing last seasonand | en-
joyed it, but| like being in
control in midfield. I've
heard the nice things that
they have been saying
about me and I'm grate-
ful, butl don'tlistento |
any gossip! | just want
to get out there and
play. 'm not at my
peak yet and there is no rush... | could have
gone to a couple of League clubs but the
offers weren't right for me This seasonis all
about enjoying my football and feeling | can =
be important for YVealdstone. You will :
see! | just want to win matches!
Whereabouts do you live, Omar?

" tackles on his

Stones debut Eastbourne last

y Chariton season. Right: Omar |

Picture: Mike on his EFL debut for

RENNY Walsall v Scunthor-
o . pein January 2019

Are you still based on the South coast? My
girlfriend is from Bournemouth and | lived there and in
Exeter, a beautiful place, while | was a Torquay. Now
I'm renting in Wokingham, halfway between
Bournemouth and Ruislip

Do you know much about Wealdstone and
its rich history? Yes | do... when | played for Dagen-
ham and we played Wealdstone they talied me
through the club - it's always nice to
b hear histories of any football club. |
particularly remember playing at
_ the Vale because | scored from

' outside the box! The goalkeeper
was a nervous loanee | think (Jed
Ward) and he let the ball go
through his hands, But it was a
» very hard shot!
Do you have any relatives
- who have played the game,
.. toany level? Yes, my dad

B played first division football
in Belgium and won the
. league. lwas bornin
- Bujumbura, Burundi
. and moved to Belgium
when [ was three. |
played for KV Mechel-
g_ en and came to Eng-

| J
Brunel

Universityofl.ony

Jand when | was
scouted by Walsall
when | was |8,
What is the best
moment of your

Above: Omar cele-
brates a late winner
for Torquay against

- e s -

career so far? My EFL debut for VYalsall was a great
day and a proud moment for me and my family . It 3
was against Scunthorpe and | couldn't really take it in!

Do you support a football team? Either
now or as a kid? I've alway supported Barcelona
since I've been a kid... just the the way they play and
their brilliant players made me fall in love with the
game. &
Who has been the most important figure in
your football career so far? My mother: She
deserves everything in this world and the gift of me
succeeding would surpass anything in this world. :

What is your favourite restaurant and fave
meal? It's a snackbar in Belgium where my mom
used to take me in Belgium - they sell amazing fries
there!

What’s the best holiday you’ve been on?
The best holiday I've ever been on waswith my girl-
friend to Greece.

What’s playing on your airpod at the mo-
ment? Not music: | listen to-motivational spealcers
before the games.

What’s your feeling about the ciub and
the squad that Sam is assembling at the
moment? | have a good feeling and the project that
he has in plan for us... | trust it and believe inhis ideas,
We have a very good group with good players. | just
think everything he does is about us, and making us
better inwhat we do attacking-wise and defensively:
I'm nota sulker, | will play inany position he wants
and do my very best. | just want to play and win!

BY Tim Parkes
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On behalf of our staff and
students, we'd like to wish
Wealdstone FC a successful year.
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If you're looking for a fresh start
of your own, there’s still time to
join us at Brunel University of
London this year.

Callus on 01895 272 273 to
explore your options.

www.brunel.ac.uk/clearing




IN THE first of a series of

provide a unique insight into the
~ day to day running of a National
~ League footbali club....

i WELCOME to

| Grosvenor Vale
for the start of

|| the 2025/26
National League
campaign.

For those unaware, my remit at the
c1ub is for both the day-to-day management of the
football club and to develop, grow and ultimately
professionalise VWealdstone FC.

Three years into that journey - by whatever metric
you use - the club is unrecognisable from the one
| walked into three years ago.
~ Onthe playing side we have of course moved into

- the fantastic facilities at Brunel University of London

with the playing staff moving to daytime training,
while plans for the new stadium move slowly forward
and will be covered in more detail in future updates.

_ Of course we now have a lease for five more years
~ here at the Vale until the new stadium is ready. Our
~ number of commercial partners has risen significant-
ly, and overall turnover has more than doubled.

There's more growth on the
academy front, with our set-up
blossoming from just |2 boys to
now over 150 boys and girls over
three sites - and the club now
holds the coveted National
League Academy licence. We
have an under-23s, a develeop-
ment centre for aspiring academy
players and a Womens Team.
Wealso provide football coach-
ing services to external partne
~ suchas Brunel Unwers!t.yand

Hingdon council.

As a club we are, of course,

- competingagainst teams with bigzer stadiums, more
~commercial partners, more hospitality offerings and

igger fanbases so we have to out-perform those
clubs through something special in the short term to
 be sustainable at this leyel,

The small team we have at the club love the
challenge and work tirelessly everyday to grow and
develop WFC,

Once the season gets underway the schedule

of football is relentless and the games keep-
- coming so May, June and July are the key
 months for planning and implementing
Slgmfacant off-f:eld changea

updates to be published ChiEf 0
tshrougflgzg thg seas?fi the b p
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From improved ™
rehah to new

club sponsors,
all systems are

goat the Stones

.
erations

BY RICHARD
HOPWOOD |

That meant early holidays for
those involved at the club and it felt
no sconer had my plane

landed in Northern Spain that the
news broke that former manager
Neil Gibson and his assistant Lee
Jones had decided to move on! We
thank them for their time and
efforts at the club (along with all the
players and staff involved) for keep-
ing the club in the National League.
It was a fantastic achievement.

It's been great to welcome back Sam Cox to the club
- he's one of the best young coaches in the business,
highly regarded and his energy and enthusiasm are
infectious. He understands the club well and where we
are on our journey and his vision for how the club will
develop aligns perfectly.

First team matters sit with the manager so my role
as the COO is to ensure that operational tasks such as
football logistics and facilities organisation gives him
and his staff access to the best organisational support
possible.

Our review of the 24/25 season included a

comprehensive review of the medical
support at the club and whether it was
fit for purpose at National League
level.

Working closely with our Medical Partners,
Ravenscroft Health, we went into granular
detail on all aspects of the Strength and Condi-
tioning and medical support offered, breaking
down how we recruit, how we train, how we
manage injuries and how best to facilitate
return to football post-injury.

Key lessons have been learnt and significant
changes have been made this area as we try and
avoid a repeat of the long injury list from last
season,

As our relationship with Brunel University of
London continues to grow , its department of
Sport, Health and Exercise Sciences have
offered the club significant help and advice on
medical matters and opened up their facility to
the club free of charge.

It's a fantastic facility, used by many Premier
and Championship clubs and also Olympic
athletes for rehabilitation and we thank Oliver
Gibson (Senior Lecturer in Exercise Physiclogy)
in particular for his continued help and support.

A Wealdstone home game isn't complete
without the many Brunel university student
volunteers helping out around the ground and
over the summer we've had two exceptional
students - Victoria and Simran - here on
internships helping getting everything organised
for the new season.

VWealdstone will continue to coach the Brunel
University Football Teams and this year the
Wealdstone FC badge will sit proudly on the sleeves
of the University's kit.

New commercial partners

OUR OTHER commercial partnerships are also
going well with over 85% from last season agreeing to
continue to worl with the club for the 25/26 season,
We also have been delighted to announce the
agdition of two additional premier sponsors, The
Bugler Group as Community Sponsor and Version 2
as Digital, Shorts and Team Sheet sponsor. VVelcome
to both companies and a thank you to all our spon-
sors for supporting the club.

National League conference

THE ANNUAL National League Conference, mean-
while, was held in May at the Celtic Manor Resort

and Enterprise were announced as the new National

League sponsors. At the same event, confirmation
and details were given of the financial fair play system

(SCMP) to be implemented from the 2026/27 season.

For those interested, SCMP limits spending on player
wages to a percentage of club turnover with the new

National League system directly mirroring that of E
League 2 where the limitis 55%. For the last two
seasons our club was comfortably within the
required ratio though turnover was significantly
boosted by one-off events such as the compensation
received for departing managers, player transfers and
last season's decent FA Cup run.

Such events cannot be assumed when setting
budgets and removing those items leave us with a
gap. We are now working through the potential
impact of this on budgets for next season.

The National League alsc introduced the clubs to
the acting head of the new Independent Football
Regulator which means:

I3 Tough new financial regulation to make sure clubs
have a long-term sustainable future;

Ll Stronger tests to stop rogue owners;

I New standards for fan engagement in club
decision-making;

[ Ban on clubs joining closed-shop competitionsand

breakaway leagues;

[ *Backstop powers’ to ensure a fair financial distri-
bution between leagues; and

[ Protections for key club heritage aspects like
home shirt colours and club badges and stadium
moves,

Those following the situation at Morecambe FC will
welcome the creation of an independent regulater..,
but the cost of the regulator will fall on the member
clubs including those at National League level.

National League Cup verdict

FEEDBACK from the National League and the
Premier League on The National League cup revealed
that although not popular with supporters, It has
been viewed favourably within football and certainly
has provided much-needed funds to VVealdstone
(just under £50k for last season).

One immediate impact is that it has allowed
premier league academy staff to understand how
National League clubs could play a greater part in
academy players development. As a result, we were
told that under-20s from Prem clubs would be
excluded from the normal premier league transfer
windows and could be loaned to National League
clubs at any point during the season.

The National League have also introduced the
multiball system commenplace in the leagues above,
so ballbeys on the pitch this season will become the
norm here at the Vale . We thank those involved at
Wealdstone Youth who have stepped forward to
provide the ballboys on a regular basis.

In Part 2 (in next week’s Halifax
programme) we hear about
exciting plans for the academy
and the new WFC women’s team
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- BUILDING MATERIALS
« TOOL HIRE

- LANDSCAPING

- TIMBER CUTTING

- PROJECT ESTIMATOR

JEWSON RUISLIP

314 WEST END ROAD, RUISLIP,
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It’s ridiculously far-fetched that
the new season is underway.

Writing this from the balcony of my
hotel rcom, overlooking a bay that
stretches into the Adaman Sea, it seems
only yesterday that the 2024-25 season
ended with the extraordinary scenes of
the FC Halifax Town match. Had
DAZN started their fly-on-the-wall documentary on
Wealdstone [ast season, that epic finish would have
been sensational television and Season One would
have certainly led to a Season Two.

1 readily admit that - going into that fateful Monday
Bank Holiday - | thought we were toast, especially
after the feeble performance at Boston, the timid
draw v Maidenhead and then the capitulation at

Southend. | could not see how the team that
gota draw at the home of the champions
or who outplayed Forest Green Rovers
just a fortnight earlier, could put togeth-

Down the Middle’ as the Wealdstone fanzine in the mid-1980s. LBDTM’s forerunner ‘Wealdstone
Whispers® was famousfy the THE very first football fanzine in Britain when it was

Manny Duku is over-
joyed to score the goal
that kept us up

published in 1971

er such pitiful performances that had allowed
Dagenham into the box seat.

| even drove to the game, not thinking there
would be much of an appetite for the end of season
presentations. That is not to say | did not think we
would win: | thought there was a decent chance of
that.

We would be hopefully fired up by huge crowd.
Halifax were also already in the play-offs, and |
doubted that they would play their strongest team.
Nearly 3,000, with enly a couple of hundred Halifax
fans, roared Stones on as they rampaged into the
Yorkshire side and captain Cook put Stones ahead,
Cesay added a second and then Carayol athirdas
Stones did as much as they could do.

But then came the news in the 32nd minute that
Dagenham had taken the lead. The vibrantatmo-
sphere was flat as a pancake. As fack Cook said on
StonesCast, the players knew something had gone
wrong and it was luclcy that we were three up by
that stage. The game was then seemingly
petering out, with most of the crowd now
resigned ona season in NLS.

But then Solihull scored

with fifteen minutes to go.

heels away after lighting the *5
ue touchpaper against Halifax

The Brian Collins Stand
were the first to know and
as news spread, it went
around the ground like a
Mexican wave. We
believed again.
The noise levels sky rocketed,
The minutes ticked down and
most of us were watching vari-
ous apps such as Flashscore to
see what was happening in the
Dagenham match. The Daggers
kept missing chances as cur game

g hilc there Ware three

minutes to go at Solihull,

Hundreds of youngsters were
on the edge of the pitch waiting
for the final whistle ta be blown
in Birmingham. ¥Vaiting and
waiting until.... a bettingapp
saying the game had finished
triggered a huge swarm of
bodies onto the pitch while the
game was still going onin
Woarwickshire!

The BC Stand was clamour-
ing for them to stop the cele-
brations, but on it went. Players
and fans dancing together, some
on the shoulders of the throng
that had invaded. Dagenham
missed two more sitters in the
time that the fans were on the
pitch and the final whistle had
still not gone.

What memes would have
been made of our hubris

those multitude of chances?
Our fate rested on a former
manager that many of us were
happy to see go, plus former 4
Stones like Manny Daku (who gloriously scored
Solihull's goal) with Sam Bowen and Jake Wells-
Morrison in the Moors side.... but above all, the g
malfunctioning Josh Umerah whose missed chanc-
es lept us up. They always say Once a Stones, g
always a Stone, but josh lived
and breathed it that day :)
The pitch invasion could
startin earnest, the great

escape had been accomplished was up there With

when we should have never

been in that situation, The bar the reat all—time

afterwards, as Max

hmar has said, is qui
e cona WVealstone days

gspecially after a win, There is
no place like it and the euphoria was palpable.
The supporters’ hugely popular Neil Gibson and
Lee Jones were lauded as heroes. The players
slowly realised that this was one of the great days
of their footballing careers, and continued their
celebrations down at Hennesey's late into the
evening with supporters - check aut Alex Reid's
TikToks to see themin full flow,
To reflect, we were relegated at the start
of the game and until four minutes into
the match. We were safe from the fourth
minute to the 32nd, when we were rele-
gated again until the 74th minute. We sur-
vived in extraordinary circumstances.

: 'Undarcaver:a'gantsjm'hw

Umerah (top) and Jack Wells
had Dagenham taken any of Morﬁgpn((db_m}_ gfayed big
parts in the Stones Survival on
the last day of 2024-25

As afan, that was up there as one
of the great YVealdstone days, in
front of the most home fans at a
league game for 50 years. The Vale
has had some great moments espe-
cially of late, the last-minute winner
versus Barnet or the Miracle of the
Vale against Dorking, but has there
been a better moment! | doubt it.
For those that were there, it will be
spoken about for the ages. How
could you not want more!?

Of course, reality is never too far
away at YWealdstone and with bud-
get cuts (installed after spending on
a hybrid model last season that had
relied on investment to come in), it
was mutually agreed that Gibson
and Jones would depart the club. As
could be seen from the reaction to
their StonesCast episode, they were
hugely popular with fans but equally
murmurs of tension with the players
were circulating by the end of the
season, together with an inability to
move down from North Wales that
had made their stay untenable.

The DAZN documentary would
have made interesting viewing on the managerial
front, as we would have seen what the tensions there
were between the playing staff and the management
team when Gibsonfjones were in charge and equally
why Matt Taylor was adored by the players, but had
no empathy or cannection with our fans atall. It
would have been a great lens into

As afan, that game vceam empveson.

pool, Kallum Cesay off to Salford
City and the departures of Josh
Grant to Carlisle and Muzzy Ca-
rayol to destination unknown, we
look a much less experienced
side...not forgetting Adrian
Marriapa either,

Or the disappointing departure
of Stones icon Alex Dyer to St Albans. And we never
saw Craig Eastmond really kick a balkin anger, well
not without getting sent off despite being our big
money, supporter-funded signing.

With the backdrop of the reduced budget, we still
have not signed a full squad of players (writing this a
week ago) and Sam Cox's impeccable coaching skills
and enthusiasm will be tested to the limit,

Sean Adarkwa will be the key man: we need him to
be the leader who demolished Dorking a year ago.
We are everybody’s favourites to go down, If we pull
off the much vaunted 20th place, there will net have
been a better achievernent by a YVealdstone manager
{or the team) in years. Up the Stones!
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Sha
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Td say that
' foothallis a
| massivepart &
of my life...

| it can ruin my weekends attimes!

Your name and age? My name’s Shay Tobin and
¥'m 21 years old.

Whereabouts do you live, Shay? Have you
aiways lived in that area? | live in Ruislip, not too
far from The Vale actually. We used to live in Hayes
then moved to where we are now.

When was the first Stones game you saw?
What were your first impressions of the club?
To be totally honest L don’t remember exactly what
my first ever game was although | do remember that
it was in the Ryman League, First impressions of the
club were that it's alovely club to be around - every-

one is so welcoming. The first ever match | saw live
must've been back in the 2010/11 season when | first
started to come down with my dad, Neil.

Do you follow any other team? How
devotedly? Home and away? VWhen | was
younger | had a soft spot for Chelsea, but as I've got
older | don't really pay attention to themas | care
much more about Wealdstone. Don't get me wrong
P’ll still watch a few of their games but the result won't
really bother me as much. | manage to go to every
Vealdstone home game, and | try to get to every
away game,

What’s the most
memeorable Wealdstong,
game you’ve ever seen?

In recent memary it has to be
the Barnet home game where
Charlie Barker scored that last
minute header to win the game
s 3-2! (pictured left). But anoth-
e er great game was Bath City

Chatrlie- away in the play offs midweek
Barker in 2019, when we won 3-| ona
Wednesday night.
Who introduced you to

/] the Stones? The man who
introduced me to The Stones

was my dad Neil (aka Ginge).
Is football a big part of your life?

life. All | tallk about is football and it can
ruin my weekend at times. | don't have
many hobbies to be totally honest but
I'm a big fan of the darts and | do enjoy
spending quality time with my friends
and family.

How do you fit watching football in with your
family/working life? It's quite easy to fit football
into my life as it's on a Saturday afternoon I'm not busy
with work or anything like that so it works out
perfectly.

Who are the best Wealdstone players you’ve
ever seen? Could you name a best-ever Stones
side, I-112 Best Wealdstone players !'ve ever seen,
Peter Dean and Lee Chappell have to be up there as
they were childhood favourites, but Alex Reid has to

be one of the best for obvious reasons. An all-time 11 is

quite tricky, I'll go for Northy in goal, Chappell, Cro-
nin, Cock, Ciaron Brown as the back line with Little,
Pett and Dyer in midfield, Abu Eisa, Reid and Peter
Dean in attack,

And finally, where do you think the Stones will

be in five years? Hopefully in five years our new sta-
dium will be closer to being built and we'll be a com-
fortable play-off contender in the National League.

I'd say football plays a massive partin my
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thousand words...

| Manny Duku (who
scored the crucial
Solhull goal onthe
B last day of last

! season) was there
incognito at the
& Charlton game
until jon Taffel
spotted him...

Plige <
‘" undercover for
you again this '
) season' il

Welove
i, You Manny .

: ournext | (
i) N m’;um, A'exig A ‘*’?" \Weeks Max

e S ‘2" M ol
...Whl!e Alex Dyer found himself up agamst
his old team mates ln the St Albans game

...and Cooky enjoyed a bit of manhandlmg
in the same pre-season warm-up...

1

; Steady \‘
on mate, |’'m \
[ happy to swap
shirts at the
end but Pm |
no Chioe }

Kelly
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MANAGEMENT SEVICES

¥ |26A High Street
Ruislip, Middlesex
HA4 8LL
16 Manor Courtyard
Hughenden Avenue
High Wycombe
Bucks HPI3 5RE
22 High Street
Shefford
Bedfordshire
SGI7 5DG

-~
@
35+ years’ experience

Our team of experienced experts act on
behalf of leaseholders, freeholders,
management companies and
residents associations.

High standards

Regardless of size, our trusted and
experienced team manage all properties
to the highest of standards giving you
confident and comfort,

L
an
(113
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Management specialists

We are focused on your properties. YWe
don’t diversify in lettings or sales, we
specialise in one discipline, ensuring
excellent service every time.

www.Imssheridans.com

Call: 01895 635578

SUPPORTERS CLUB
UPDATE

BY NICK DUGARD

er that truly dramatic end to the final
me of last season with the “‘Great Escape’

secured gfter a tortuous three minutes
waiting for the Sofihull result it’s now time
to get straight back to the footballing
reality - and excitement- of a brand new
season starting today versus newly
promoted Truro City.

Congratulations to The Tinners and we welcome
their long distance travelling fans today(although
The Vale is almost a stroll up the road in
comparison to other journeys!). [ well remember
our trips and ‘pitch inspection stories’ down to
Truro! Qur next fundraising event will be a brilliant

Six seasons on, this will almost certainly be our Luther Van Gross gig after the Carlisle home game
toughest campaign since we were promoted to the on Saturday 23 August. We thank all concerned for
full time, predominantly BELT National League and getting this event confirmed on as there were some
survival is always our first priority - no change there very challenging logistics thrown at us with the late
then - but our fighting ‘against all the odds’ club kickoff for this live DAZN match. Tickets via James
spirit, whole club togetherness, and strong tactical Klarfeld- if any remain!
awareness from the new MT will be the keys to And on the subject of fund raising the committee
successfully finding our way through. Above all our were proud to donate a further £15k to the main
fans will always play a massive part and we at club before the start of this new campaign. VWe'll be
WFCSC will continue to support the club with doing a cheque presentation soon.
significantly valuable donations and in many other May | again thank our hardworking committee
ways. and all our volunteer helpers for their fantastic

A couple of months ago we held a meeting with efforts over a long and tough last season but also
directors Dominic and Danny when we covered a rewarded with highs along the way, particularly the
whole range of off field matters impacting the club, exciting Cup exploits and that memorable league
and, as you'd expect, the appointment of Sam Cox finale.
foliowing the sudden departure of Neil Gibson. It We really do need new volunteers and If you feel
was an open and very honest exchange of views and you can help us out in any way please step forward!

a very useful discussion. We were scheduled to It is really important that our many younger fans
meet with directors again last Thursday as regular are encouraged to get involved, We on the

direct comms are essential; part of the agenda committee are not getting any younger! Ve are
would have been an update on the ongoing lease looking to arrange a get together event for this
situation following announcements from the board purpose soon - look out for posts.on our socials.
regarding the preliminary Head of Terms Weare temporarily short staffed dug to
agreement signed in June, committee family commitments today but you can

Whilst relegation was miraculously and still buy your 50/50 tickets that will be on sale; :
memorably avoided last season, the going in the please note that the WFCSC Megastore willnotbe
National League in 25/26 will ratchet up to yet open today but the shop will be open as nermal
another level, but (as announced) with a more from our next home game onyards with neyy stock
challenging budget than even last season. Therefore and loads of goodies! The Megastore is ALWAYS
the work of the supporters club and its committee available on-line fof:solvenir and merchandise
will be more important than ever, particularly on purchases. Check it ou
the fundraising side. This we will cantinue to do

with your supportand as our SC Chair, Mark,
emphasised in last season’s final programme notes v
Halifax (when describing as an example the huge
amount of behind the scenes preparation for the
Wembley FanZone events) these deliver hugely
valuable funds that translate into significant
donations to the main club.
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Celebrating
over 50 Years
in the Oil
Industry

We are your Local Independent
Family Owned Fuel Supplier

- Experts in Fuels & Lubricants
- Exceptional Customer Service
Home Heating Oil Fast & efficient delivery service
Diesel Supplying vehicle fleets & construction
Gas Oil Red diesel for agriculture
HVO Reduce net CO02 emissions by up to 80%
IHO Quality grade industrial heating oil
Unleaded Petrol, Lubricants @ ./

& AdBlue products ;m o |

Certificate No.4521

Call us today & see haw we can be of help with your fuel needs!

m ‘:ZleanAlrABd}#”e‘E @ JEr M®@RRIS

LUBRIGANTS
DESTHIBUTOH

3 Greycaine Road, off Bushey Mill Lane, Watford Herts WD24 7GP
Tel: 01923 233171

Email: enquirieswatford @bartonpetroleum.co.uk
www.bartonpetroleum.co.uk | @O

Happy
Akyuc

2 for 1 on our
seasonal favourites

Monday to Friday
fpmto 7pm

Steak
Night

A bottle of wine” on us
when you order two steaks

Every Wednesday from Spm

*Selected house wines only

Lunch
Club

2 courses for 18.50
3 courses for 23.50

Monday to Friday
12pm to Bpm

@m ...

Mo

Sunday
Roasts!

With all the trimmings...

& battomiess roest potatges,
Yorkshires & gravy!

Join us at
The White Bear

Renowned for serving fresh,
seasonal food alongside perfectly
poured pints, an expertly curated
wine list and a delicious selection
of cocktails, The White Bear really

does have something for everyone.

We would love to welcome you into
our bar or restaurant post match,
whichever team your allegiance
lies with; all are welcome.

Sign up for our latest
offers & news
www.whitebearruislip.com/signup

IG: @whitebearruislip
www.whitebearruislip.com

lekenham Road, Ruisiip, HA4 7DF
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[1-2 1523] 215 16 | Ashiord
ViL | G-T 1825 517 19
VL o 01| 1566| 310 21
VNL | I-1 354 33 21 Dbisro

26 AFC FYLDE VNI | $%0 | 1325 50 21 Sandat

31 SolihullMoors  yNL [ f=1. 948 180 20 (Dwngoal

7 YORK CITY i 0.2 %04] a2t 2l
10 Woking

. io-tl 2125 121 21}
14 Forest Green Rovers: | 2-2| 2,265| 200 21 Mclarlane {2)
- ZTRARNEY

; |0-3| 2,590 | 575 22
24 SOUTHEND UNITED | 1-1 | 1947 | 746 23 McFarlane
BFCHalfoxTown  VNL | 2-2 Ld442| 97 23 Ashiord (pen), Obiero
§ Gateshead VHL | O=F 1M7] 95 23
12 GOSPORT BOROUGH FAC4Q «@-7 | 1,005, 178, 23 Reid (3,1 Pen), Hretzschmar
19 YEQVIL TOWK VNL - 0=3 1,510 341 23
23 BRAINTREE T0WN VNL | B=Z 1063 B5| 22 | Ashford(2), Reid
26 Eibsfleet United VNI 2=2 1498 250 22 |hshford Reid
2 Grimsky Town FACIR | =0 374 268 22 |Reid
5 FULHAM U215 NG (0=2] 190 TBD| 22|
9 Mldershot Town VHL Iz-ol 3156 204 Zlilleid(peu},lrelrs:hrnar
12 SOUTHAMPTON U21s NLC | 3~7| 160 TBD| 21 |Aderkwa, Sandat, Thorpe
16 ROCHDALE VHL | 2~0| 1,922 | 558 20 |Kretrschmar, Cesay
23 Eastleigh VNL | 1-1 [ 2,020| 187 19 Ashiord
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14 Oldham Athletic VKL ! 2=3 5534 717 20 Obiero, Kretzschmar
21 DAGENHAM £ REDBRIDGE ML | 3-0 1,404 239| 18 | Ashlord, Gwn Geal, Reid
26 Maidenhead United VML | -3 1,725 300 19 Reid

15 Sutton United VN | 2-2] 1983 128] 20 brant, Cesy
1BHARTLEPOOLUNTED. N | =1 | 1.467| 210 21 Boldewin
21BRIGHTON & HOVEAU2Is NiC | O=1 16| TBD 21!
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Rl Lo L0 L Lo Loilo Loild o

JANUARY. DECEMBER |

i

TSOLIRULL MOORS UNL | 1-1 1,4B0| 80 20 Reid
& TAMWORTH YNL | O=f 1013 30 21
8 GATESHEAD YNL |O-4 1323 T2 21
15 Yeovil Town UNL | B=1 3079| 143 21 Boldewin, brant

2
2
2
2
2
z
2
2]
7 Aldershol Town FATRI | 1-3 | 172] 140) 19 [Cesyy §
10 ALTRINCHAM VNL | 3-3 1,005 45 19 | Cesay, Reid (2)
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17 Brainiree Town YNL | 27 88B| 188 20 OwnGoal, Grant

| 22EBBSFLEETUNITED  yNL | 4=2 1,401| 108 20 Reid (2, i pen), Sahma (2)

& Tamwarth YNL | T=4 866 138 21 Georgiou

8 Rochdale VNL | 7-4 | 2,289 107 21 |Cook

15 EASTLEIGH YNL | 3=3 1293] 105 21 Reid (2, pen), Walker

18 Altrincham VNL | 1-0 | 1,435, 37| 20 Reid 0]

22 WOKING WL | 1-0| 1809 333 18 |Cesey

25 ALDERSHOT TOWN YNL | -3 | 1331] 250 18 |Helchinson [
Bloklity VNL_| 03| 6,206 183 21 s
1 BOSTON UNITED VNL | 7-0'| 1405] 233] 19 | Reid

SFORESTGREENROVERS  wNL | 2-7| 1441 159) 18 Reid (2,1 pen)

12 Barnet YNL | -1 3,674 759 20 Sthna P
18 Baston United VNL | 0-2 3,865 257 20! i
Y| 21 MAIDENHEAD UNITED VNL | T=1 1975 240 20 Cesay

26 Southend United WHL 9,677| 364 21, %6
5FC HALIFRX TOWH L | 2,843 205] 201 Cook, Cesay, Caraol ;) T,
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ROBSONS SN

Middbesax Hartiordshire Buckinghormshie

OUR WEBSITE

et Relosicine
tackle your
e hriove.,

Robsons proudly sponsor
Wealdstone FC 2024/2025.

Contact us.

Pinner- Scrles

M 0208366 8063
E: pinner@robsonsweb com

T. 020 BSBb 8900
E: pinnerlettings@robsonsweb.com

Northwood - Salash
T Cliver Pairades, Northwoaod,
hofic

T: 01923 835355
E: northwood@robsonsweb.com

Northwood - Lettings

7 Clive Parade, Nerthwood,
wicclesex, HAB 2035

923 822201
Elettings@robsonsweb.com

Moor Park
ate Office, North Approach,
arthwoodd, Midldicsax, HAB 240

T: 01923 820622
E: moorpark@robsonsweb.com

Thie
Mo Park,

Rickrnansworth - Sales
130 High Street, Rickmansworth,
He r!lr:rdu

E: rickmanswortha rqb Sonsweb.com

Rickmansworth - Lettings

130 High Street, Rickmansworth,
Hetfordsnire, W3 148

T: 01823 777784

E: lettings@robsonswel.com

Charleywoad

2 New Parads, Choreywood,
Hertforcishire, WD 5h

T: 01923 285525

E: chorleywood@robsonsweab.corm

h

Station Ap

ghiarmshice,
T: 01494 766: SJ4

E: property@robsonsbucks.com

Amersham
tate Office, 19 Hill Avenue, Armersham,
Buskingharmshire, HPE 5ED

T: 01484 724999

E: property@robsonsbucks.com

Chesham
1'\Whita Hill Courl, Brood Street, Chesharm,
Buckinghamshire, HPS SEA

T: 01494 211104

E: property@robsonsbucks.com

Land & New Homes
T: 0203 8141883

E londandnewhermes@robsonswebomm

HAG 20F

Little Chalfont -

9 TRURQ CiTY

16 FC HALIFAX TOWN
19 Waoking

23 CARLISLE GNITED
25 Boston United

OCIOBER | SEPTEMBER |

[ Scunlhnrpel.lnrted

{ 13 GATESHEAD

{ 20 Morecambe

24 Tamworth

Z7EASEGH  EN
1 Brackley Town
4 ALTRINCHAM ENL ‘
18 York City ENL
1 FACupdthQualifying  FAC4D |
25 SUTTON UMITED ENL
1 FACup 15t Round Proper FA
4 Yeavil Town
8 BRAINTREE TOWN

15 Hartlepool Unfted

22 FOREST GREEN ROYERS

29 Solthull Moors
T
13 FA Trophy 3rd Round FAT3
20 FC Halifax Town ENL
26 BOREHAM WOOD ENL

)_Bldershot Tawn 2N

3 Carlisle United
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opposition
in foguSs

Truro City became a
founding member of
the Cornwall County
Football Association
(CCFA) on September
18, 1889.

On this same day, ata
meeting which took place in
the city at the Royal Hotel, the
CCFA was formed.

City's first ever recorded match
took place at Truro College on October
4, 1889 with the side prevailing 7-1 against Penzance
and just six years later, afirst of 15 Cornwall Senior
Cups to date was secured, Truro defeated Launces-
ton 5-1.

After initially playing league games in the Plym-
outh & District League, Truro joined the newly
formed Cornwall Senior League in 1931, However,
just three years later, in 1934, they re-joined the
P&D League owing to a dispute over travelling ex-
penses.

City were subsequently barred from entering the
Cornwall Senior Cup but were re-admitted in 1939,
just before the outbreak of the Second World VWar.

In 1951, Truro were founding members of the
South Western League and on four occasions in the
20th century, Truro were league champions.

After many years with only limited success, in
2004, Truro were the subject of significant invest-

nt on the pitch and with a wealthy backer, a rapid

e up'the non- Ieague football pyramid ensued.

City P he Western League for
the m-ﬂ? hich.is arguably the most his-
taric in the club's entire ory. The side romped
tothe league title butit was in the FA Vase thatthe

1 club wrote a new chapterin Cofnish football histo-

& Tffurﬁ reached the final atd newly rebuilt Wemb-

ley Stadium and in front of  bimper crowd, defeat-
ed then Wessex Leagu Totton 3-1.
3 y fell behind t mpton-based side
bracefrem fills, alongside a single Joe

uro lift the FA Vase - thus be-

:
E

ALL YOU NEED TOKNOW
ABOUT TRURO CITY FC
THE NEWLY-PROMOTED

TINNERS

coming the first Cornish side to
ever appear; and then subse-
quently win, at Wembley.
In 2007-08, Truro won the
. Western Premier Division at
the first attempt by 17 points
and would become the first
Cornish side to ever play in the
Southern League.
The success didn't stop and justa
single season at Step Four ensued with
City equalling a British football record of four
straight promotions and for 2009-10, the side would
ply their trade in the Southern League Premier,

Life was much harder at Step Three for Truroand
there was to be no fifth promotion on the spin as
the side finished the campaign ina credible 1lth
place.

It was just a momentary pause in the upward tra-
jectory of Truro City as 2010-11 saw normal service
resumed and another promotion to Conference
South level saw the side just two promotions from
the Football League.

A first year of consolidation at Step Two saw
Truro finish 14th but the bubble of success was
about to burst in spectacular fashion.

The club ran into financial difficulties and were hit
with a 10-point deduction for entering administra-
tion and a transfer embargo. The very future of the
club looked uncertain but at the eleventh hour, City
were rescued by a local based businessman Peter
Masters. An inevitable drop down t8 the Southern
League then took place.

A second relegation on the spin was avoided after
a strong end to 2013-14 and once again, the club
could start to look upwards.

They returned to the newly titled Nartional
League South for 2015-16 after defeating St Neots
Town 1-0in the Scuthern League play-off final
thanks to a penalty from Shane White.

The next three seasons were up and down for
Truro as they suffered two play-off semi-final de-
feats, sandwiched between a brush with relegation
which was narrowly avoided.
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There was yet more history fclr Truro in 2017-18
as they reached the first round of the FA Cup for
the first time before bowing out to former Premier
League giants Chariton Athletic 3-| at the Valley.

The 2018-19 season saw Truro suffer a tumultu-
ous campaign with three permanent managers, the
start of the season playing home games at Torquay
United, before moving back to Treyew Road after
the festive period.

The upheaval had a detrimental effect on results
and the season ended with relegation and new own-
ers too.

Before the covid-19 pandemic, City looked odds
on for an instant Step Two return under manager
Paul Wotton but the league campaign in 2019-20
was declared null and void.

Part way through the next seascn, also owing to
coronavirus, the season was not completed and the
club would vacate Treyew Road, moving to Bolitho
Park, home of Plymouth Parkway, while a new facili-
ty was built at Langarth.

After adjusting to life playing every game across
the border and out of Cornwall, City returned back
to National League South after a four year absence
in 2023, winning the Southern League play-off final.

In a dramatic game away to Bracknell Town, skip-
per Connor Riley-Lowe scored the winning goal
deep into stoppage time to hand City promotion
and a 3-2 win.

The club began life back in Step Two, whilsta
new stadium in Langarth was constructed, playing
games in Devon, but due to a wet winter, were
forced to play home matches towards the end of
2023-24, 200 miles away in Gloucester.

Remarkably, despite playing 10 games in 20 days
during April, National League South safety was se-
cured with a 16th placed finish.

During 23-24, the club was purchased by a North
American consortium and this coincided with a
huge upturn in fortunes for Truro City,
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Firstly, the club retu rned to Cornwall and the
city of Truro after four years away at the newly con-
structed Truro City Stadium, The club changed its
nickname to the Tinners and reverted to playing in
red and black as its primary colours.

John Askey was also appointed as Truro's new
manager, replacing VWotton who left for Torquay
United.

Close to 3,000 fans packed into the TCS to see
the side's first ever game at their new facility, which
ended in a 2-| defeat to promotion favourites
Dorking Yanderers.

And despite losing on the opening day, City were
one of the division’s top teams, defying the book-
makers odds of being favourites for relegation to
push for promotion and become the first team from
Cornwall to play in the National League.

In one of English football’s closest ever title races,
six teams — City, Torquay, Eastbourne, Worthing,
Dorking and Boreham Wood — all had a mathemati-
cal chance of winning the league on the final day.

Realistically, it was between City and Torquay
with Askey's charges hosting relegation threatened
St Albans, whilst the Gulls were on the road at
Hemel Hempstead.

In the most dramatic of final days, both sides
won, but City, holding a twosgoal advantage over
the Devonians, won the title by virtue of a better
goal difference. Truro thrashed the Saints 5-2,
whilst Torquay defeated the Tudors

Cue glorious celebrations betwe:
and the supporters as City were champions. T
club were not presented with the trophy immedi-
ately in the aftermath of their St Albans triumph
however, due to multiple last day permutations.

Instead, the trophy.was presented to captain Ri-
ley-Lowe in front:of Truro Cathedral some two:
weeks later, as thousands-of fans lined the city’ s

streets for an open-to




I - DAN LAVERCOMBE Goalkeeper

The 27-year-old joined Truro in June 2024 from-
Taunton Town. Lavercombe began his career with
Torquay United before he was snapped up by
Wigan Athletic in January 2016. He left the Latics in
the summer of 2019. AFC Fylde was Lavercombe’s
next destination for a solitary campaign. Prior to
joining Taunton Town, Lavercombe enjoyed a pro-
ductive three-year stint with FC United of Man-
chester.

2 - ZAK BELL Defence

Bell came through the academy system at EFL
Championship side Bristol City and whilst a Robin,
won four Wales under-19 caps. During his time at
Ashton Gate, Bell had loan spells in Step Two at
Bath City (2022-23), whilst also serving Somerset
outfits Yeovil and Taunton last term.

He left Bristol City during the close season, linking
up with Step One side Maidenhead United. But
after starting the first two matches of the campaign,
then forcing himself back into contention around
the festive period, he initially joined City ona
month’s loan in January 2025,

3 - CONNOR RILEY-LOWE () Defence
Connor Riley-Lowe started his career with Exeter
City, where he came through the club's academy
Following his refease from the Devon side, he was
quickly snapped up by the Tinners on a permanent
basis in 2017 before deciding to leave to join Bath
ity in 2019, Rifey-Lowe returned to City after a
Jar away fellowrng his release from the Somerset

sidein
DE:-AN Midfield
ed'the clubiin 2021 after his release

Playing as.both a midfielder and de-
fender last seasan Deanwasa consmtent presence
in the team. hy
5 - TOM HARRISON Defem‘. ;
Tom Harrison firstlinked upwith Truro in Novem-
ber 2023, joining the Tinner
tional League side Oxfor t}*’After quickly set-
'ngmto his temporary surrdundings, City wasted

ele time inmiking the Bristol born defender’s loan
moveap ,..mhnem“one He joined the youth ranks
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at Championship side Bristol City in 2018 and
. progressed into the Robins’ under-21 team,
' whilst also spending time on loan at Here-
© ford United, VVeston-super-Mare, Chip-
penham Town and Gloucester City. It was
during the fanuary transfer window in 202|-
22 that Harrison left Ashton Gate to join
Gloucester on a free transfer. He spent 18
months with the Tigers before switching to
Oxford City, his most recent club, before joining
Trura in November 2023,
6 - SAM SANDERS Defence
The 23-year-old joined the Tinners in July 2024
Sanders started his career at Premier League side
Nottingham Forest.He first joined Yorlk City on
loan from Forest during the 2021-22 before he
moved on loan to Boston United.
7 - YASSINE EN-NEYAH Midfiled
En-Neyah joined City for a second spell ahead of the
2024-25 campaign. Moroccan born and also eligible
to play for Ireland and ltaly, En-Neyah played a lead
role in Truro's Southern League play-off final win
over Bracknell Town. He left City 12 months ago
and joined League Two outfit Colchester United,
but spent most of last term on lcan to Maldron and
Tiptree, Along with spells at League of Ireland clubs
Shelbourne and Waterford, En-Neyah came
through the ranks at Nottingham Forest.
8 - DAN ROONEY Midfiled
Back for his third spell with City, Rooney, joined
Truro from Plymouth Parkway in 2023. His career
has also included brief spells with both Bury and
Bath City.
9 - TYLER HARVEY Forward
Having come through the ranks at Plymouth Argyle
Tyler Harvey made 50 appearances for the Pilgrims
before moving te VWrexham. He joined the Tinners
in 2017 and has been prolific ever since, scoring the
club’s goal in the first round FA Cup defeat at the
hands of Charlton Athletic.Harvey scored 25 goals
during Trurcd's last Step Two campaign before mov-
ing briefly to Bath City at the start of 2019-20. How-
ever, it was only a brief Twerton Park sojourn as he
returned to Truro just two months later,
[0 - BILLY PALFRY Midfield
A lynchpin midfielder in Plymouth Parkway's rise up
the non-league pyramid, Palfrey moved back to
Truro in the summer of 2023, four years after he left
City. A product of the Plymouth Argyle youth sys-
tem, Palfrey joined Truro in 2017 He also had a brief
spell with Torquay United.
i1 - DOM JOHNSON-FISHER Forward
A pacey winger, with an eye for goal, Johnson-Fisher
was playing Step Five football with Steyning Town
before moving to Whitehawk in the summer of
2023. He hit the ground running with the Isthmian
League side and scored a spectacular goal in an FA

-

Trophy tie against local rivals Lewes. After moving
to Truro, Johnsen-Fisher made 13 National League
South appearances during his maiden Step Two
campaign.

12 - CHRISTIAN OXLADE-CHAMBERLAIN
Defence Christian joined the Tinners from Kid-
derminster Harriers, on the eve of the 2024-25 sea-
son. The 24-year-old is the brother of former Liver-
pool, Arsenal and England midfielder Alex Oxlade-
Chamberlain, Christian’s father Mark also had a long
and distinguished professional career, winning eight
caps for England in the '80s. Born in Portsmouth,
Christian progressed through the academy ranks at
Fratton Park He left Portsmouth in 2019 and joined
Notts County on a two-year deal and has subse-
quently had spells at Gosport, Aldershot and Kings
Lynn.

I'é - AIDAN STONE Goalkeeper

Aidan Stone joined Truro City on the eve of the
2025/26 campaign. The 26-year-old custodian’s
most recent club was City's divisional rivals Yeovil
Town. An England Schoolboy international, Stone’s
first professional club was Premier League Burnley
and after enjoying a productive loan spell with Lan-
caster whilst at Turf Moor, he joined Mansfield in
2019. Since then, Stone has played for Port Vale and
Notts County. Last term, Stone made 13 appear-
ances on loan from the Magpies to Boston United,
before joining Yeovil.

14 - LIRAK HASANI Midfield

The 23-year-old left Torquay United in 2025.
Hasani was born to Kosovan parents in South York-
shire and came through the ranks at Doncaster
Rovers, making his first team debut as a teenager in
March 2019. He enjoyed loan spells at Gateshead,
Matlock Town and Bashford United before joining
the former on a permanent deal in 2022. Hasani
spent two years in the North East, but his time with
the Heed included further loan spells, this time to
Boston United, South Shields and Blyth Spartans.
15 - LUKE JEPHCOTT Forward

Luke was born in VWales and raised in Ponsanooth
on the outskirts of Falmouth. Joining the Plymaouth
Argyle academny. His goals helped Argyle win pro-
motion during 2019-20 and In two subsequent
years, Jephcott hit double figures in League One,
whilst gaining Wales under-21 honours, He left
Horme Parlin the summer of 2023 and has subse-
quently served Swindon Town, St Johnstone and
Newport County.

16 - TYLOR LOVE-HOLMES Defence

Tylor Love-Holmes joined Trure City in July 2024,
In 2023/24 Love-Holmes was a regular for home
town club Saltash United winning the Manager’s
Player of the Year award.,

17 - SEIDOU SANOGO Midfiled

Sanogo linked up with the Tinners' first team squad
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throughout 2024-25's pre-seaso. He was subse-
quently offered terms and will remain at the Truro
City Stadium until the summer of 2026. Prior to his
Cornwall move, Sanogo was a regular for Folke-
stone Invicta.

19 - REKEIL PYKE Forward

The 27-year-cold joined City after his summer 2025
release from Grimsby Town. Leeds born, Pyke
began his career at Huddersfield Town and made
one senior appearance for the Terriers, whilst serv-
ing Colchester, Wrexham, Port Vale, Rochdale and
Shrewsbury on loan, He left Huddersfield for the
Salop in 2023 and spent three seasons at the Mead-
ow. A loan spell to Scunthorpe ensued whilsta
Shrawsbury player before joining Grimsby for the
2023-24 campaign. After two years with the Mari-
ners and a short loan at Eastleigh, Pyke became the
fifth permanent signing Truro made during the off-
season, as the club geared up for their maiden Na-
tional League campaign.

20 - RYAN LAW Defence

After his release from Plymouth Argyle, Law joined
City on a permanent basis in the summer of 2023
The 24-year-old returned to Truro with a wealth of
football league experience having spent a season
with City on loan from Plymouth Argylein 2019-
2020, where he picked up the club's Young Player of
the Year and the Goal of the Season awards. He
went on to make over 50 football league appearanc-
es for Argyle and Gillingham as well as having Na-
tional League experience with Torquay United and
Yeovil Town,

21 - MAX KINSEY Defence

Max Kinsey joined Truro City on a season-long loan
from Premier League side AFC Bournemouth.

The 20-year-old defender joined the Cherries in
202 after spending six years at recently relegated
top flight outfit Southampton.

7 22-BEN ADELSBURY Defence

A versatile defender, Adelsbury joined Truro fora
third time in the summer of 2022. He arrived back
at the club with a wealth of non-league experience
after winning the Southern League Premier South
title with Taunton Town in 2022, Adelsbury hada
previous spell with City betwegn 2015 and 2017
where he made 53 appearanﬁe& before going an to
spend five successful years in Somer‘setwnzh the
Peacocks.

23 - HARRY KITE Midfield -

The 24 year old was Truro's first signingahead of
the club’s maiden National League campaign. Kite

came through the ranks at Exeter Cityand made his..

deburin 2017 Crediton born, Kite would go on to
make over [00 app”aarances for the Grecians, and.
was part of the side which won promotion to the
third tier of English fciqt,b.ail in 2022,
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view from

Truro fan
lan Hyland

WE DIDN'T really publish
enough ‘away fon’ features last
season so today was an oppor-
tunity not to miss. Truro fan
lan’s enthusiasm for his club is

s

y IS isforyémaking for NLS i

e s WiNNers The Tinners, and fan lan

today to see the Tinners’
first-ever game at this level...
in fact the first-ever game at
this level for a Cornish club!

Your name and age? I'm
lan Hyland (46), and 'l be at
the game with my son joe (20).
Have you always lived in Cornwall? No, | was
born in Leamington Spa, Warwickshire but moved to
Cornwall in 2003, Joe was born here, and my partner
and all her family are ‘proper’ Cornish, so does that
make me honorary Cornish? Anyway, | always put the
jam on my scone before the cream if that helps - the
right/anly way of doing it!

When was your first Truro City game? It was
back in 2011, Truro City v Leamington. My dad had
started to follow Leamington after having played in
goal for them back when they were a worls team
(Lockheed/AP Leamington) in the late 60s/early 70s -
he was down visiting so it was a perfect game to go
and watch. | had grown up watching a lot of non-
Teague football because of my-dad (who also played

-~ for Coventry Sporting and then Racing Club War-
wick) in the 70s-90s when they were level seven or
eightin the pyramid,

What do you recall of that game? A 3-| Truro
victory!

Do you follow any other club? | also follow
Arsenal in the Premier League and my son follows

~ Sheffield United. | would say that most fans in

Cornwall have a ‘league team’ they follow as well as a
local team that is more aceessible to watch. Fer many
(but hot all) in Cornwall | think that, historically, that
second team will have been Plymouth Argyle, but

" since Truro's return to the county many will have

- shifted to Truro as their local team.

15 Joe a big Truro fan tooe? As a boy he played for

says: Iravel will be a challenge
but write us off at your peril!

the local Truro City youth team - when | first moved
to Cornwall | used to play on Saturday afternoens
myself, and it was when | retired from playing | was
able to go more regularly to Truro's games. We had a
group of dads/sons from his youth team that would
go to the Tiruro games at Treyew Road. Fast forward
to today and the same group of dads/sons are still
going to watch them at the new ground. We have
great memories of our FA Cup coach trip up to
Charlton in 2017. Like me, he loves the fact that you
can get so close to the pitch and are able to interact
with the players — him and his friends would always
be behind one of the goals have conversations with
the keeper. He is now at Exeter University and tries
to get home for as many weekend games as he can,
and I will be picking him from Uni early on Saturday
maornings on my way past for some of the away
games as well.

Was it a surprise to win the NLS last year?
No one quite knew what to expect when we re-
turned back te the county
after a nomadic few years
playing ‘home’ games in
Plymouth, Tauntongnd even
as far away as Gloucester.
Playing 13 games in 28 days
to narrowly avoid relegation
two seasons ago made us
one of the favourites for the
drop at the start of last sea-
son. But, the new owners

have come in and backed the club,
bringing in a new experienced man-
ager (John Aslkey) last seasonand a
few new/key signings who saw a
change in fortunes. Last season
started steadily, we started to edge
our way up the table buta Good
Friday home defeat to Torquay
looked like we were destined for
the playoffs... until the Easter Mon-
day victory v Weston put the league
back in our hands going into the
final day. VWas it a surprise? That's
the beauty of football, nothing
should surprise you, anything is
possible.
Are the club prepared for the
demands of the National League? In an inter-
view last week, John Askey was talking about the
challenges of getting players to come down to Corn-
wall to play... we are clearly very remote and a long
way from the ‘traditional’ footballing hubs in the
country, so convincing players to uprootand move to
the South West is bound to be a complicated situa-
tion (though they are bound to love Cornwall once
they get here). That said, we have only lost two play-
ers from the title winning squad of last season and
have added half a dozen new players as well, so the
playing squad has a consistent feel to it. | would imag-
ine that the biggest challenge for the club and players
is going to be the logistics of travelling to the away
games ~ going up the day befare? hotel stays? do you
travel back through the night or during the next day?
the impact of this on training schedules etc?
Is the thought of those long trips daunting...
Gateshead, Carliste, Hartlepool for
example? Clearly, the distances will prove a chal-
lenge, for both the team as well as the fans. Our clos-
est game is Yeovil, and that's a 280 mile round trip!
There will definitely be a small hard-core group of
fans who will be looking to get to every away game
available and all modes of transpert will be used at
various times throughout the season to get to and
from games — “planes, trains and automobiles”!
What were your average crowds last season?
And is the new stadium up and running? We
were the 3rd best supported team in the National
League South last season (behind Torquay and Maid-
stone} with around [,800
per week, For the final two
home games vs Torquay
and St Albans there were
over 3,500 there. This
would have put us at the
15th best supported team
in the National League (and
200 per week more than
Wealdstone). it would be

great to see that number grow further now: | believe
we have allocated around 600 tickets for away fans
for the first home game of the season vs York City}.
In the few years before Truro left Treyew Road we
were getting around 200-400 per week at home
games, so to be where we are now in such a short
time frame shows how far the club has come.
Just 18 months ago the stadium was just a field of
mud so to get to where we are now has been so im-
pressive by everyone involved at the club. Capacity
last year was around 3,500, but most of that was un-
covered standing . Yes, our club house is a marquee
and yes the changing rooms are temporary/portable
etc, but the fundamental location and design of the
stadium is set up for growth. People like Rob and
Amy, and the others behind the scenes at the club
have been working tirelessly over the summer to
make further improvements: The covered seating has
more than doubled in size and there are two new
covered terraced areas going up behind one of the
goals which will help improve fan experience. Of
course its not going to be as ‘grand’ as some of the
‘bigger teams’ in the league but it is all a worl in prog-
ress! Also, the playing surface will likely be one of the
best in the league but my advice for travelling fans
coming to Cornwall in the winter would be to wrap
up warm and bring some waterproofs!
Have you added players to the title winning
squad and do you think the team will pros-
per? We have lost Jaze Kabia to Grimsby and Rocky
Neal has also left, the only two departures of note.
‘We have signed Christian Oxlade-Chamberlain and
Luke Jephcott permanently after both had very suc-
cessful foan spells with us last season, and this sum-
mer have added midfielders Lirak Hasani (from Tor-
guay) and Harry Kite (from Yeovil}, defender Max
Kinsey (loan from Bournemouth}, striker Rekiel Pyke
(from Grimsby) and goalkeeper Aidan Stone (from
Yeovil). | am sure that we will be looking to geta few
more in over the next few weeks. How will we do
this season? That's the millicn-dolfar question! Listen-
ing to the Stonescast 85 podcast this week | know
that two of the three paneliists tipped us for relega-
tion but last year has taught Truro fans that pre-sea-
son predictions don't always come truet | thinlowe
have the ability to surprise a few teams this season,
Will there be too much reliance on Tyler
Harvey? Tyler had a fantastic season. NLS Golden
Boot winner as well as Player of The Season. But
Truro have many others who will undoubtably con-
tribute from all areas. Luke Jephcott scored crucial
goals in the run in and f canalso see good things this
season coming from Dominic johnson-Fisher ~ heisa
lively and skiliful forward who really grew into the
season last year after joining from Whitehawlcat the
start of last season — he must be a defenders night-
mare to play against!

So my message is: Write us off at your peril!
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football and noticed

.+ that the *White
! Tigers' or 'Tinners'

i (who had become the

first Cornish football

club to win a national

trophy when lifting

WEALDSTONE FOOTBALL
CLUB

Laster Tour in Cornwall

Thursday, April 15eh ta Menday, Aprit 19th, 1954

00000008 o

Good Friday (April I16th) and
then Truro City at their
Treyew ground the following day

Wealdstone were then members of the
powerful Athenian League while the Cor- §
nish side played in the South Western !
League.

After walloping Falmouth 8-3, the
Stones lost to Truro City 3-0... and for
Alan, who was able to attend both these
matches as he was doing his National Service in the
Royal Air Force at nearby RAF St.Mawgan in
Newdquay, it was a pipedream to thinle of his Weald-
stone ever facing a Cornish side again.

How extraordinary then that we have since faced
Truro EIGHT times in league matches. And that the
3-0 defeatin the 1954 friendly was the last time
we've tasted defeat in Cornwall!

My own first experience of Truro City FC was in
July 2007 on holiday in Padstow. | was itching to see

)
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WThe (Wesldstone touring party,
{ in 1854 *The players a

, Falmauth Hotef Reom Mo,

ictured at their Falmo
ro in the back and middie row:
Above: The tour itinerary
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Mesdauaitrt for Tour - ; the FA Vase at Wemb-
ROYAL DUCHY HOTEL, PALMOUTH i leyin front of over
i 30,000 people two
BY Tl M P ARKS Felday, April 16th i months earlier) - were
Fobomga Yo, Wettusie. W et o ents
K.0. 3. . i
YOU MAY remember long- ) e ' friendly.
time fan, the late Alan Couch, ~ Sréy. April 17t i ldrove overto
reminiscing a few years ago in Truro City v. Wealdstone ! Treyew Road, expect-
this programme about the K0, 115 pm, | inga decent crowd for
Stones’ Easter Tourto it A R | the local derby but
Cornwall in April 1954, when s TR Ay wasn't able to park
we faced Falmouth Town on ; within half a mile of the

. ground! Over 2,000

i crammed the stadium

5 with half the county, it seemed, eager to

% see the fast-rising team who had caught

| the public's imagination.

Truro were only in the Western

¢ League, having just won promotion to

the Premier Division, and still three pro-

motions away from the Conference

South... but the football they played that
night was at least equal to the sort of stuff YWeald-

stone were playing in the Ryman Premier League,

two divisions higher.

Plymouth eventually won the game 2-1 but the
prolific Stuart Yetton, who has played on and off for
the White Tigers over the past ten years, put them
ahead from the penalty spot.

My abiding memory was of a club ‘on the up’ and
sure enough, they won the Western League Prem
that season to get promoted to the Southern

- League’s Western Division (the
first Cornish club to play at that
level) and then immediately
waon promotion to the Premier
Division... and then the Confer-
ence South in the space ofa
few years in a whirlwind of big
money signings.

The club was being bank-
rolied by propery millionaire
Kevin Heaney. He had
announced the club would be
turning full-time professional
once they reached the South-
ern League, but the huge trav-

elling costs soon tock their
toll and, as the Stones were

4o
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My cousin Alex, winning Fame
Academy 20 years ago

travelling upwards to the Conference
South, Truro were falling in the op-
posite direction as they suffered ad-
ministration and demoticn in 2012,

It seemed our paths were destined
never to cross again. But Truro got
their house in order under a new
chairman (Peter Masters) and soon
our supporters would be plotting the
first of our wonderful visits to visit
Cornwall. Pasties and football: the
perfect combination 3

Now, of course, Truro have a new
stadium and last season won the NLS
to become the first Cornish club to
reach football’s fifth tier. Travelling
will always be an issue but it's great to
be playing them again

P’ve just remembered something
else about that 2007 holiday in Truro.
While we were in Cornwall we
dropped In to see my cousin Stephen
and his daughter Alex, who had
sprung to prominence a few years
earlier by winning the BBC"s Fame
Academy. The whole of Cornwall (it
seemed) had come out to vote for
the then-19 year old singer, and half-
way through the game Plymouth’s
diminutive spiky-haired right back
fluffed a clearance and was
cat-called by someone in the crowd:
“You look like Alex Parks... and you
play like her tool” Love it!
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Truro City
nine years
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Saturday February 6 2016,
Vanarama National League
South: Wealdstone 4 Truro 4
A FOUR-GOAL comebacl lit up this sensational first-ever
competitive clash with the Cornishmen!

With most fans already looking forward to the last-day-of-
the-season trip to Truro (which had sparked much excite-
ment since the fixtures came out the previous July) this
game was pretty unheralded. We were rooted in |5th place;
our home form was dismal and the White Tigers were inside
the play-off zone in a highly impressive first season back in
the NLS. But we had picked up a surprise 2-1 win at high fly-
ing Dartford the previous week thanks to a goal apiece from
our Dad’s Army strilce force of Scott McGleish (41) and Jef-
ferson Louis (36). Hence the programme cover (above).

The gale-force conditions blowing up the
Vale towards Couch Corner was a def-
inite advantage - yet the 606 crowd
weren't expecting a 3-0 half time
lead! ;

Matt Ball, Matty Harriott
and Big Jeff had all netted.
Fast-flowing Truro might
have had three themselves
though, and would have
been forgiven for giving up
when Louis’ cross was de-
flected into his own goal by
a visiting defender for 4-0
just moments after the re-
start.

Supporter Sam Morris wrote
in his *fan in the stand’ piece a few 1
CONTINUED OVERPAGE >>> -

efferson Louis celebrate
-| the third goal with Scott
' Davies
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“WE'VE MET BEFORE’ CONTINUED
few weeks later that he had brought a few mates
along to the game and they couldn’t understand

why he was still nervous when 4-0 ahead. Well,
they found out! Truro stuck to their guns and

kept attacking, but even when they had deserved- [y :

ly pulled two goals back with 10mins to go the
‘impossible’ seemed highly likely.

Our keeper Joe Taylor was pulling off a string of
saves and suddenly Truro were looking unstop-
pable... and they were. Jale Ashe’s brilliant freekick
made it 4-3 and in stoppage time Brett pounced to
make it 4-4. Extraordinary!

Saturday April 30 2016 , National League
South: Truro City | Wealdstone 1

THE FINAL day of that campaign saw the long-
awaited weekend away in the far ¥West.
Conservative estimates are that 270 Stones fans
saw the game, travelling by plane, train, car and
coach. And with only Jonathan North, Josh Urqu-

Four games in Cornwall and four Stones wins!

Saturday September 24 2016, Conference
South: Wealdstone | Truro City 2

THE FOLLOWING season was nine months of
ups and downs for both clubs, reflected in our
two meetings. VWe faced the White Tigers at the
Vale in decent form, standing in sixth place after
{for once) a good start and poised to move into
the playoff positions. Truro were 18th but as
dogged as the previous season... despite going 1-0
up with an Elliot Benyon goal and seeing keeper
Tom McHale pull off three terrific saves we were
undone by the usual late Truro goals.

Saturday March 11 2017, Conference
South: Truro City | Wealdstone 2

THE Stones picked up a sixth consecutive win in
the NLS, our best-ever run in the competition.
WWe had been pants as the New Year unfolded (re-
member the 4-1 trophy defeat to Brackley and
the 4-0-hammering by Dartford, both at home?)
but suddenly puta run together that lifted the
Stones from l4th place to 8th, Joe White and

_Tru:_*o salute tmveﬂinfans ' fter the kcoe

back

hart MclLeod, Wes Parker and Tom Hamblin
starting the next season - and on the coaching side
Leo Morris and Mark Gill bowing aut - it was just
brilliant to finish with a three points against a team
who had already cemented their place in the play
offs. We ended up in 13th place (not bad after just
one win in our first nine games for the second suc-
cessive season) and two goals from Jefferson Louis
{one a penalty) on his last appearance for the club
ensured a weekend of much jollity for the fans. The
benchmark for away trips ever since!

Tom Hamblin (late on) got the goals and 100
travelling fans cavorted on the misty terraces. The
defeat put the Tigers in real trouble at the wrong
end of the table... but they survived.

Saturday October 21, 2017, Conference
South: Wealdstone 2 Truro City |

THE pendulum swing firmly in the Stones’ favour
after this windy afternoon at the Vale (a weekend
that ended with the roof of the stand blowing off).
Two cheeley goals from Abs Eisa stole a 2-1 win.
Saturday February 10, 2018: Conference
South: Trure City | Wealdstone 3

THE return in Cornwall saw another great Stones
following - and boss Bobby Wilkinson making sure
he oversaw a morning pitch inspection with Truro
suspected of trying to secure a cancellation and a
midweelk 260-mile trip - celebrate a league ‘dou-
ble" when Dave Pratt scored his first two goals for
the ciub. Danny Green'’s penalty wrapped it up.
Saturday Sept |1 2018, Conference South:
Wealdstone 3 Truro City 0

THE biggest crowd for a Stones v Tinners
clash (780) saw Stones romp to victory at
the Vale with our two Bradleys - Bubb (2)
and Hudson-Odoi - getting the goals.

* Tuesday February 5, 2019: Confer-
ence South: Truro | Wealdstone 2
TRURO were relegated three months
later while Stones reached the play-offs..
but it was Tyler Harvey (still playing) who
buried a beautiful freekick to put the home
side ahead at the brealc. Christian Smith
levelled from the spotand a Danny Green
special from 25 yards won the game.

rewind:
on this
day
BY TIMPARKS

Saturday August 9, 2014, Conference
South: Wealdstone I Eastbourne Boro |
THIS was only 11 years ago but it
seems like a lifetime... Stones’
first-ever game in the Confer-
ence South (now the NLS) so
nearly ended with all three poinis

tucked away until a last-minute
headed equaliser from Eastbourne,

And then we had to wait until the TENTH game to
record our first win at that level!

Remember the joy as Luke Pigden's brilliant finish lic
up the newly-built Bulla Stand with just 30 min-
utes gone! VWe were leaping about like i
loons, in expectation of a glorious start
and that late leveller was barely a pin
prick in the Wealdstone balloon.

A point wasn't bad against much-fan-
cied Eastbourne, right? Especially as they
had us under the cosh and our keeper
Northy even had to keep outa penalty in
that second half. We had weon the Ryman
League and were on a real high that didn’t begin to
dissipate in the next two away draws against Bishops
Stortford and Gosport. But then came defeats to
Farnborough {1-2), Bromley (0-4), Hayes (1-2), Bath
City {1-2), and Concord Rangers (2-4), with a 0-0 at
Ebbsfleet barely lifting the worry.

We were rock botton. And had to go to 3rd-
placed, moneybags Whitehawk on a Tuesday night.
Bless themall, we took over 200 fans and they were
rewarded with a backs-to-the-wall, Alamo perfor-
mance with Pigden's freekick goal securing a shock
1-0 win,

Gordon Bartlett had to change ourfree-flowing ap-
proach to a more pragmatic one and slowly the
points began to add up, and we finished the season in

L bigden buries his shot f&r _
3 1-0lead =

Luke Pigden wheels away gfte
scoring the club’s first-ever
goal in National League South §
Picture: Steve Foster =

mid-table having won |4 and lost |4... a far cry from
the desperation of that trip to Whitehawk when our
record was played 9, won 0, drew 4, lost 5.

The Vale in 2014 was a very different place. Look at
the grainy picture (below left)of Like Pigden's goal
against Eastbourne and the 706 crowd was pretty
thinly spread in the stand-alone Bulla. These days
we'd be disappointed with twice that number fora
league game.Eleven years and only Sutton United and
Boreham Wood have matched our upward journey.

Wealdstone line-up v Eastbourne Borough: North,
Miils, Martin, Hamblin, Cronin, Godfrey, Wright, Pig-
den, McGleish, Hickey, Malcolm. Subs used: )
. Turner, Hammond. Not used: Parker, Collins,

y Little
% Eastbourne: Carey, Hamilton, Khindra,
| Sinclair, Lovett, Aldred, McCailum, Lok,

P Pacquette, Johnson, Worrall Subs used:

/ Walker, Bown
Scorers: Wealdstone: Luke Pigden, 30

mins. Eastbourne: Dean Bown 90 mins
One story | like to tell about that season...

The game that followed the surprise [-0 winat
Whitehawk was against my local side St Albans City
at home, a game I'd waited some 43 years for (since
we'd last met in the amateur [sthmian League, 1971).1
was desperate for victory and was crushed by our
tame 3-0 defeat at the Vale, Lurking on their fans
forum, | responded to the gloating messages about
how the Saints were headed for promotion (they
were third in the table at that time) and Wealdstone
for relegation by offering a £10 bet that we would ac-
tually finish ABOVE them in the league.

One of their more objectionable fans eagerly took
the crazy wager, but as the season wore on he be-
came quieter and quieter, On the last day, when we
were without a game due to Salisbury folding, Saints

__ were at Maidenhead needing to
match our 4-1 win there to stay
above the Stones on goal differ-
ence... but they could only win
3-1, meaning we finished |2th and
they 13th! But how about the
sportsman's bet, | hear you ask?
Well I'm still waiting ;)
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| SUPPORT your favourite player by _ : A _
donating their kit for every game of H OM E l _ l A I R RUISLIP, HA7 7AN
the new season! 1K i : < e
It costs £165 for either home or away ' _ . i | 8 -0} 895 63677ﬁ
kit... and for that you'll get a our gratitude S a.les@ homeﬁasrd;y.cq uke |

plus a mention in this programme and on ik - PAINT SPECIALIST
the club website, as well as on player e INICT j AT e M
interviews published on X {!’onF:ze)r(-ly D ] Y l N R U l S L 1 P S l N C E -{ 9 7 8 IN THE AREA
Twitter) and You Tube.
i Tosecure your favourite player
L contact Richard Hepwood on

| 077999 077816 or email him on
richardhopwood@wealdstonefc.com

Sam | Danny foee Ba ¥ |
Cox  Payne . Bates |
Ron Maare: ontactustoput - Contactusto put

}ynurmmehere | your name here
Brett  Ethan Jack
Aherne Brewer | Cook _

Contactustopet ©8 David & Caroline A TR : el i L s L
cniip L vt PAINT COLOUR MIXING AND MATCHING: ALL
Aty s © THE MAJOR BRANDS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
Beorgiou . Barrett - ) |
Forum Charlie YRS Contactustoput

0 yournamehere |
Enzio | Sak 1. §
bldvi  fossan merchandise
|zzy Randall % gmmwﬁ B , o - "
Micah ' I:hnshan Your number one, local award winning
Okiero @ - Scol branded merchandise supplier
Thethree amigos ™S e ™ % Conlactustoput :
yoximeies S Over 75 years combined experience, meaning we guarantee:
Nathan Marcus N ; o
Tehikuna Day @ | \} G Deliver on time
Contactustoput 3 Y Contactustoput ™ I . . 480csus » Deliver quality products
yournamehere 3 yourname here | mech mﬁ = Huve unbedtable prices <
Sean : I e Jack Cook [A’ Deon ! T, + Give impeccable service WINNER
Adarkwa Tiensia  TrevorDavies 4 Woodman (A) 1=
L @5YL-ISLMA att Snell GarySmith & Let our expert team source for your next exhibition or giveaway.
% Syl'sSaa s Live o Kit out your staff or say thank yout to customers.

Express turnarounds and low MOQs.

4 Mussa(m @S  Enio
Trevarl]a-.rles ' Boldewiin (A)

s | @StonesCast’

Getintouch or pop inand visit!
Quote WEALDSTONE for 10% off your first order with us.

Merchandise Ltd, Unit 9 Adler industrial Estate, Tel: 01895 438 459

Betam Road, Hayes, Middlesex, UB3 15T Email: sales@merchandise.co.uk




 Your friendly and reliable local garage
.. now with a pick-up and drop-off

service to make your life easier
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT SINCE 2023

“Trustworthy and very reasonably priced! My car was dropped off at this garage by the RAC
and the engineers had fixed the suspension within 24 hours. They contacted us quickly, and were
very competent and professional. | would highly recommend” - Anita Dave

“They were spot on with diagnosing the problem and fixing. Great value for money. Gary and
Hairy were helpful and sorted the problem - I will be recommending them to family and friends.
= Sarah Wynn

“Wonderful, efficient, knowledgeable, friendly and expert service. Both Gary the mechanic and
Harry the manager were a pleasure to deal with. | can't recommend them enough”.
- Kenneth Spektor

SERVICING
NORTHWOOD AUTO BRAKES
SERVIES LIATED OIL CHANGE
Saes ENGINE MAINTENANCE

01923 822 873

northwoodautos@gmail.com
20-24 Hallowell Road, Northwood HA6 IDW

(entrance in the lane between numbers 14 and 16)

GUY MUMMERY

Local Roofing Specialist

01895 621070

07966 130971

b.mummery@sky.com

BaRRACUPA yoren NATIONAL

THE BEST FISH & CHIPS
KER Olr|l:MENT—-@IN ENGLAND 2023

THE

4

: 4UW 0208427 1330
- DSTONE PARADE, HEADSTONE DRIVE, HARROW H :
lTiEEﬁWAY AI'LD RESTAURANT: FISHFRIED, GRILLED,EGGAND MATZO OR GLUTEN-FREE

WEBSITE: www.barrgacudarestaura nt.co.uk



advertise your support
for the Stones with these

vl great-value packages

Sponsoring a match is a great way to celebrate an occasion or advertise your
organisation’s support. Packages start for fans at just £495 for 4 people, and for
businesses at £595 + VAT for 4 people.

As a Wealdstone FC match sponsor you will enjoy match tickets for 4 people (inc. prime main stand seats if
required); a fantastic advertising package, including publicity over the PA system; website and social media
together with a piece in the programme; boardroom, Gordon Bartlett Lounge or Main Hall hospitality including a
pre-match hot meal with wines and half-time refreshments courtesy of in-house caterer Lynn Evans; match-day
programmes for all in your party; a dedicated table for you and your guests throughout your stay; the naming and
presenting of the ‘Man of the Match' award; and a souvenir memento of your day, Our match sponsors and their
guests are all entertained in surroundings befitting such a special occasion be it a birthday, anniversary or any
other special event! We will work with you to ensure you and your guests get to enjoy a truly memorable
experience. For further details contact abbeychandler@wealdstonefc.com

TRURO CITY August9,Enterprise NatonalLeague
MATCHSPONSORS: Inmemory of Mick Wels | Ruistip Windows
BALLDONORS: Adam Rowlands aka Turf Doci

EASTLEIGH September 27, EnterpriseNational League

MATCHSPONSORS: Your name here?
BALL DONORS: Your name here?

ALTRINCHAM 0ctober &, Enterprise National League
‘MATCHSPONSORS: Yournzime fiera?
BALLDONORS: Darrel(Parsons

FC HALIFAX TOWN August 16, Eﬁterprise Mational League

MATCH SPONSORS: Your name here?
BALL DONORS: Mike & Val Weston

SUTTON UNITED ocaer 25, nteris Ntona Leage

MATCH SPONSORS: Your nzme here?
BALLDONORS: John Morton

CARLISLE UNITED August 13, Enterprise NationalLeague
MATCH SPONSORS: Harraw Windows
BALLDONORS: Ray Corner

ROCHDALE August 30, Enterprise National League
MATCH SPONSORS: Your arne here?
BALL DONDRS: Mark Snell

BRAINTREE TOWN Novernber 8, Enterprise National League
IMATCH SPONSORS: Rolfe East
BALL DONORS: Yous namehera?

SOUTHEND UNITED hugast0,EnerpiseNeionalLezgte 7 FOREST GREEN November 2. Entrprise Natonal League
MATCHSPONSORS: Bugler Group | RolfeEast MATCHSPONSORS: Ruislip Windows | Harrow Windows
BALL DONGRS: o rama ere? BALLDONORS: Your name here?

BOREHAM WOOD Decemer 26, nterprise National League
MATCH SPONSORS: ¥our name here?
BALEDONORS: Mike Pullin& Graham Clark

GATESHEAD September 13, Enterprise National League

MATCHSPONSORS: Rolfe East
BALL DONORS: Yourname hare?

R
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Celebrate an occasion or

'HAR]IQEPHUL:UTDFeImmm_EnIerpﬁ'seHaﬁma![mm
MATCHSPONSORS: Your nama her?

.or be apartof ¢/

matchday by £
donating the
match ball!

F- A package for businesses (from £225 + vat) or fans (£180) for four peo-
ple that gives you the satisfaction of knowing you've paid for the ball that
Wealdstone are banging into the net (or out of the ground!). You get:

*4 x Match tickets * 4 x Captains’ Lounge hospitality + refreshments
and snacks * Publicity over the PA system and via the official club website
and social media * 4 x match-day programmes * | x Signed Ball '

Call Peter Worby on 07967 698370 or Jjohn Young on 07874
846785 for more details.

A

WOKING January 17, Enterprise National League ~ YEOVIL TOWN March 25, Enterprise National League
MATCH SPONSORS: Your naime here? - MATCH SPONSORS: Enterprise
BALL DONORS: Your name here? f * BALLDONORS: Yaurnaime here?
TAMWORTH January 21, Enterprise National League % BOSTON UNITED March 28, Enterprise National League
MATCH SPONSORS: Brunel University . 7% MATCHSPONSORS: Rolfe East
{BALL DONORS: Yourniame here? B BALLDONORS: Your name here?

7

MORECAMBE January 31, Enterprise NationalLeague ALDERSHOT TOWN it Enterprise NationalLeague

MATCHSPONSORS: Your name here? MATCH SPONSORS: Yot namp hpre?

BAEL DONORS: Graham Clark & Mike Pullin % BALL DONORS: Your rame herg?
YORK CITY February 14, Enterprise National League SCUNTHORPE UNITED Apri 16, Enterprise National League)
MATCHSPONSORS: Rolfe East MATCH SPONSORS: Your name here?

BALL DONORS: ¥ournzme hore? BALL DONORS: Ron Moore, Dave Edwards

BRACKLEY TOWN February 24, Enterprise National League

MATCH SPONSORS: Brunel University
BALL DONORS: Your name here? Z

BALLDONORS: Yauur name here?

SOLIHULL MOORS March 16, Enterprise National League

MATCH SPONSORS: Your name hera?
BALL DONORS: Yournamehere?
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INDIAN | CHINESE | LEBANESE

UXBRIDGE RD, UBIO ONA
020 8848 1919
TAMARALOUNGE.COM
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heg at home and

across England

Here at Grosvenor Vale
O Wolverhampton Wanderers
National League Cup

Tuesday 12th August, 7:00pm

 FC Halifax Town

Enterprise National League
Saturday 16th August, 3:00pm

Stnnes on the road

AN
LEAGUE 202412025
_ FiNALTABLE DL F AGD Pts

9 6 97 38 59102
9 8 95 « 53
w7 69
14 69
: 16 11 64 Enterprise National League
* FC Halifax Town 13 14 50 Tuesday 19th August, T:45pm

S 0 17 76 CONSTRUCTING THE FUTURE
18768 A MAINTAINING THE BAST

7 13 16 65

artlepool United 18 14 59
utton United 15 16 59
Eastleigh 17 15 58

R BN Mok ey Boston United

16 Aldershof Town 15 17 &9 - Enterprise National League 3
Braintree Town 11 2051 - Saturday 25th August, 3;00pm
Yeovil Town i1 2051
19 Boston United 10 21 54 - st G
) Wealdstone 14 19 56 | .
bb

| Dagenham & Redbridge 16 18 61 - Osmﬂf

aidenhead United 10 22 57 Wealdstone FC's first team travel is
7 2850 sponsared by Osmo, specialists in
13 30 38 98 the supply of woed finishes

gpflewis.co.uk




