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HOW THE TEAMS LINE UP TODAY

WEALDSTONE WHITSTABLE TOWN
ROYAL BLUE/ WHITE/BLUE 5§, RED/RED/RED
Dante-Astor BAPTISTE 1 || | Daniel COLMER
Jack COOK © a 1] | Zach KEEBLE
Anthony GEORGIOU 3 | | 1] | Josh ROBSON
Omar MUSSA4 | | | Jayden BOULTON
Deon WOODMANS | | Thiago FERREIRA
Mason BARRE'I_I'G . EssaJADAMA
Enzio BOLDEWIN 7] ____ Luke MANDRY
Dylan KADJI8 | | Jake McINTYRE
Olufela OLOMOLA 9 | ]| | Finn O'MARA
Max KRETZSCHMAR 10 | ;_ '|4 Theo OSINFOLARIN
Sak HASSAN 11 | | Will THOMAS
Endurance JOHNSON I3 || | Ricardo THOMPSON
Micah OBIERO 14 | Jake ABRAHAMS
Phillip CHINEDU 15 | | Chris ALHASSAN

Moussa DIARRA 16 | i

_ Harry BAPTISTE
Dom HUTCHINSON 17 |

_ Fin COTTON

Christian SCOTT I8 | | ' Mikey DALTON
Daniel NKRUMAH 19 || joe HEALY
Nathan TSHIKUNA 20 | |  Tristan HOLDEN
Jeffrey SEKYERE 21 | Tagan KRAY
Connor McAVOY 22 [ James MILES
Nathan YOUNG- | _ Parish MUIRHEAD
COOMBES 24 | [ | Callum PECK

Alfie MASSEY 25 [ L Jack PETERS

Marcus DAY 26 r_ . Bradley SCHAFER
Sean ADARKWA27 | | - Connor WILKINS
Lucas COVOLAN 28 ™[] Ashdon DAY

Junior TIENSIA 29 —_ | Dean GRANT

_____ Javaun SPLATT
RESULT: WEALDST UNE _ WHITSTABLE
MAIN | o | Brunel
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T Y

REFEREE
Tolu Sangowawa

Zz ASSISTANTS
Grzegorz
Kornasiewicz

and Declan O'Shea

41H OFFICIAL
Jason Porter

COACH
Trevor Parles

MATCH
SPONSOR

David Leigh and
family

BALL
DONOR
Danny Kindell

SEAAME A A

next

home
matches

v Nottingham
Forest u-2Is
(National League
Cup) Tuesday
October 21,

kick off 7pm

v Sutton
United
(Enterprise
National League)
Saturday
October 25,
kick-off 3pm

e Brunel
5 | University
Lomdon

\‘

Stohes

Wealdstonev
¥ Whitstable Town
Sat Oct 11, 2025, 3pm
R ) Emirates FA Cup
EAXEE fih Oual Round !

g

“Emirates FLYBETTER

MATCHDAY PROGRAMMES3
SEASON 2025-2026

MICAH THE MAIN MAN
Thumbs up from Micah Obiero
after his stunning strike won
the points at Brackley
10 days ago. Picture:
JON TAFFEL
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CONSTRUCTING THE FUTURE
MAINTAINING THE PAST
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Connor 'McAw;y is mobbe

L ' after

meeeeees This is a big couple of <

club. Exciting ones too!
Last week’s extraordi-
nary general meeting saw
the long-awaited annoint-
ment of a new owner pre-

weeks inthe longand 3

et FICh history of our club €

been inundated with offers,

but it's taken a while to sort the credible
from the incredible and Nick Semaca has
emerged from the due diligence process
with an impressive track record in busi-
ness and at other sports clubs,

He preaches sustainability and there is
a long, forensic article on the EGM and
aur new owner in the Elmslie Ender
column later in this programme.

Throw into the mix the new impetus
on kick-starting our new stadium project
at Freezeland Way; an impressive run of
unbeaten games in the National League;
plus the start of our 2025-26 FA Cup
campaign with the visit of Whitstable
Town today, and you can see why the
excitement is building.

The Oystermen may be four divisions
below us in the football pyramid but the
many Stones fans who saw their victory
over AFC Whyteleafe at Wembley five
months age in the FA Vase Final will have
no doubts they'll give us a game today,

They have also gone SEVENTEEN
games unbeaten in FA competitions
(the Il-game Vase run last year plus
six FA Cup ties negotiated already
this season) and will be well support-
ed by the residents of the charming
Kent seaside town. Four of them will
be in attendance today, though the
Leigh family (who are also today's match
sponsors) will be split dewn the middle!
All will be revealed in the article later in

this programme!

There is also a financial incentive in the
FA Cup prize pot today with £9,375 on
offer for the winners (and £3,125 for the
losers) and a whopping £45,000/£15,000
awaiting In the First Round Proper. The
FA Cup is all about raising the profile of
the club and fingers crossed we'll be in )
the draw broadcast live on TNT Sportsat 4
half time of the televised Worthing v For-
est Green game on Monday. It will also
be on TNT's You Tube channel. 2
@ If the game ends level today there | F
will be a Tuesday night (7.45pm) replay §
at the plastic-pitched Belmont
Ground in Whitstable, while next
Saturday sees the enjoyable trip to
York City. Let's win this time! UTS!

A%

PERMAC! Connor McAvoy continued his staged.
tcomeback to first team daction with the headerthat.
iput us 1-0 ahead against Altrincham last Saturday.

land he’s got quite a decent long throw! Pic: Jon Taffel SN
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Chairman Rory Fitzgerald
Vice Chalrman & Financial
Directer Dominic Whyley
Directars Nick Symmons,
Quentin Fox, Danny Kindell,
Darren Linden

Asscciate Direclors

Paul Rumens, Paul Fruin,
Petar Worby, Keith Davies
Chief Operating Officer

& Senior Safeguarding Officer
Richard Hopwood

Club Secretary

Paul Fruin (07790 038095)
Welfare Officer Danny Kindell
Company Secretary

Andrew Lane

FOOTBALL MANAGEMENT
First Team Manager Sam Cox
Asssistant Coach - Technical
Lead -

Danny Payne, Liam Badcock
First Team Coach - Steve Bates
Goalkeeping Coach

Jason Scanell

Academy Coach

Kenny Mutsanya

Club Doctor Shyam Gadhvi
Sports Therapist Georgie Turner
Strengthening & Conditioning
Ethan Brewer

Kit Manager Brett Aherne

Head of Recruitment

Steve Boone

Head of Academy

Cameron Mawer

Head of Academy Brunel Campus
Dale Welch

WEALDSTONEFC@BTINTERNET.COM * WWW.WEALDSTONE-FC.COM = COMPANY NO. 3953962

01895 637487
MATCHDAY PROGRAMME
Programme Editor Mark Hyde MAJOR HONOURS SINCE 1950

Production Marlin Read, LEAGUE TITLES

Tim Parks, Martin Lacey 1851 /1952 Athenian League

Printing People for Print Ltd. 1973 /1974 Southern League Division One Scuth
www.peopleforprint.co.uk 1881 /1982 Southern League Southern Divigion
wicprogramme @gmail. com 1981 /1982 Southern League Champlonship

1584 7 1985 National League Fremier (Gola League)
COMMERCIAL MARKETING 1896/ 1997 Isthmian League Division Three
IT Consultant Neil Rands 201372014 |sthmian Leagus Premier Division

Commercial Emin Alibey, 2019 /2020 Mational League South

CLUB & WEALDSTONE FC 1965 .: 1966 FAAmateur Cup
FOUNDATION PERSONNEL  1984/1985 FATrophy

Wea!d:stone FC Founda‘tiun LEAGUE CUPS
Administrator Eric Negraru 1981 /1882 Soulhern League Cup
Head of Womens Football
Gam Racut MIDDLESEX COUNTY CUPS
Womens Football Manager 1323 ,f :g;’g gi::g: gﬂg
ﬁaj \é’ig{f]ﬁdsvgran 1964 71965 Senior Cup

o s 1967/ 1968 Senior Gup
Will Beaman 198471985 Senior Cup

Media Teamn Nicole Cho-Yee, 200372004 Charity Cup
Max Allinson, Peter Sharples 201072011 Charity Gup

PA Announcer Michael Leckie
Commentators Tim Parks, Paul NON TITLE-WINNING PROMOTIONS

: " 897 / 1928 |sthmian League Divigion 2 (3rd)
Franklin, Adam Hills . ST ARG L T
Club Historian Peter Worby 1698 / 1899 |sthmian League Division 1 (3rd,annuiled)

/ 4 |sthmi i isi
Matchday Catering Dd’s Diner 2003 / 2004 Isthmian League Premier Division

The Vale Bar & Banqueting
Sarah Gowdy

Events OfficeriLiaisen Officer The legal name of Wealdstone
James Klarfeld Football Club is Wealdstone
Stadium Safety Officer Feootball Club (2000) Ltd
Amar Zama (Registered Number 03953962).
Boardroom & Hospitality Shares in excess of 10% are
g;‘t"g: ﬁﬁo’:g; Ly Evelts, held by Peter Marsden Property
Brictographers. Jon Tt Finance Lid & Wealdstone FC

Supporters Club

Rolfe East

Commercial
Land
Development
New Homes

Sales & Lettings

Academy Manager Ha.'row_ Sean Troup, Mike Renny
College Campus Nathan Hickey  piayers Chef Pam Pheltanapong

GROUND REGULATIONS

Pecple are enly allowed entry to The Vale on match days subject to the following rules and regulations:
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today’s fascinating FA Cup
tie against Whitstable Town
who will have all our respect
and focus.

Jamie Coyle's done a fantastic
job, not just to get them through
to this stage of the FA Cup butto
build a competitive, hungry squad
who want to kick on. They have
some talented players who have
shocked a few people on their
way to this stage so we will make
this game a huge priority and
ensure we are not complacent.
We need a good professional
performance today,

The |-1 draw with Altrincham

felt was a "personal best’ for us....

like Altrincham is testament to
how far we've come, our
ambitions and personal
standards for the season.
Unfortunately we suffered
injury to our Big Man Up Top,
Sean Adarkwa. At the time of
writing he's still to have his ham-
string scan and we can only pray
that it's not as bad as it seems.
Unfortunately, in the hamstring

though the fact that we were then
disappointed not to beata club ere ls a ’
§

injury. It is the worst possible type

of hammy and Alfie will be out for the foreseeable
future. He was a revelation for us and having worked
with him at Spurs and then working with him here,
taking him into his first men’s loan, was a real pleasure
for me - and hopefully we will see him back at the Vale
one day. He has a bright future!

Sean’s injury, with all five subs on the pitch, meant
we finished the game with ten men yet could have
won it but for some amazing defending when Dom
Hutchinson ¢rossed in the final moments... Nathan
Young-Coombes said the slightest of touches
stopped him scoringa tap-in.

It was great'to score so: early and | was very
pleased for Connor McAvoy - we are managing his
minutes and he deserved thisinclusion in the line up.
We then had a few half chances and if we'd taken
them | think the game would have been put to bed.

Fela Olomola is ina similar position after missing
out on a pre-season but he put in another good shift
~you can't expect him or Connor to be 100% straight

here last Saturday was frustrating = -

at times especially following the th It h y

performance at Brackley which | Wy
- &

the club at+™-
department, Alfie Massey's loan is

now officially over and he has e mgme
returned to Millwall te nurse his

. "Ma,x
KretzsEhmar

- HELLO Stones fans and

welcome back to The
Vale on what is one of
the standout days in
our footballing cal-

away but they are getting there. In the huddle after
the Alty game | told the boys that we weren'tat our
best - we were hoping te emulate the form we
showed at Brackley but it can't be like that every
game, and there were contributing factors like the
windy weather and well-organised opponents.

In the end we were happy to end up with 4 points
from the last two games, and now unbeaten in four.
And not having a midweek game will help our training
and rehab before the Cup tie.

Away from the pitch these are very exciting times
for the club with the sharehelders’ vote last Saturday
to bring in a majority investor, Nick Semaca and his
Lakefront Football Partners.

| had spoken with Nick previously, and for some
time after the Altrincham game and there is a really
good feel around the club at the moment.

Enjoy the game... It’s my birthday weekend
so let’s have something to celebrate!

Up the Stones

| endar— the FA Cup
Fourth Qualifying
Round.

Both teams today will
be fighting for the chance
to be in the famous velvet
bag for the First Round
“Proper draw next week. In
recent years, Stones haven’t
reached that stage too often, but we're coming off
the back of last season's memorable run to the Sec-
ond Round which culminated in that fantastic tie
against Y¥ycombe YVanderers live on terrestrial TV.

What immediately comes to mind when | think
back to that game is The Vale being packed to the
rafters, creating an absolutely electric atmosphere.
Thousands of blue and white fans, young and old,
came together to make ita truly special cccasion

On another day, we might even have got. the win
against the League One leaders, but what really
stood out was the sense of occasion. That's the
uniqueness the FA Cup brings... the magic never,
ever dies.

We all know there will be a few shocks up and
down the country when we check our football apps
at 5pm tonight — there always are in the FA Cup.
Our job is to make sure that an upset doesn't
happen here at The Vale.

Whitstable Town come into this fixture in decent
form, sitting in a respectable eighth place at the time

“Abigcrowdanda |
W big occasion: last it
R vear v Wycombe !

There will always be upsets in the Cup...our
job is to ensure that we are not one of them -

of writing in the Southern Counties East League
Premier Division with games in hand. It would be
foolish ta approach this game with any hint of arro-
gance or naivety. They'lf arrive highly motivated and
well organised, eager to be the story of the round.

To prevent any kind of upset, there are a few things
we'll have to do really well today. First and foremost,
we need to bring energy. We know Whitstable will
arrive with high levels of enthusiasm and intensity,
especially in the early stages, and we HAVE to match
that —in fact, we need to exceed it. That applies
both with and without the ball: moving it quickly,
playing with real tempo, and pressing with intent
from the first whistle.

Secondly, we have to male sure we're strong on set
pieces — both for and against. | firmly believe that if
the delivery is right and the ball is attacked with ag-
gression and intensity, goals will come atany level
from dead-ball situations. Equally, we need to be
switched on defensively, as moments like these can
often define cup ties.

Finally, we'll need to be patient — perhaps more so
than usual. Of course, an early goal would help us
massively, but these types of ties are rarely that
straightforward,

One of the key messages in our meetings recently
has been about sticking to the plan and keeping our
discipline with the ball. “Play what the game gives
you.” We're always well prepared witha clear game
plan to get three points —or in this case, progress to
the next round — but in recent weeks we've
sometimes gone a bit off-script when the score has
been level in second halves. Today, we have to-trust
the process and let our quality shine through over
the full 90 minutes. Enjoy the game and UTS!

Don't miss my revealing viog youtube.com/@maxtalksfootball
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It's a brave new world;

)

ve

and a very exciting one™ee

Well, Wealdstone FChas a
new owner.

Over 98% of the vote at the
club’s Extraordinary General
Meeting, held last Saturday morn-
ing, ticked the “Yes" box to change
the memorandum and articles to
allow an investor to take a majority
shareholding in WFC... for the first
time in around 30 years.

While the two largest sharehold-
ers - the former chairman Peter
Marsden and the Wealdstone FC
Supporters Club - had indicated
that they would support the
change, there was always a con-
cern that the required 75% would
not be met to allow the mo-
tion to be successful.

The mood music be-
forehand was very pos-
itive. | hadn't spoken to |
ariyone who was
against the move, so
anyone who was think-
ing of voting against the
motion would have

rr—

been swimming against the tide and
probably be judged in history as
someone who was blocking a
brighter future for the club.

Anyone who has heard Nick
Semaca speak could not but
help but be impressed.

He spealks with the calm assur-
ance of someone who not only has
had a successful career in the world
of consulting but has a track record
of successful sports club ownership
- whether in football or baseball -
from Joilet Slammers, through
Leyten Orient, USC Naples or the
German club SC PreuBen Miinster
who have risen two levels to

New owner Nick Sem aca (right)
outlines the future with director

Quentin Fox
who chaired
the meeting

Bundelsiga Two since his
involvement.

He’s definitely no Norwegian
crypto geek (we heard about
one potential investor who
wanted to change the club’s
name, colours and select the
tearn and manager via weekly
polls) and there were around 30
other options that came across
the board's desk.

Since the Welcome to
Wrexham series phenomenon,
the interest of Americans in
particular has soared as many
want to have a piece of the
action, The fact that Wealdstone
are a football club based in
| London, close to Heath-
| row, can't be overstated: it
- makes a huge difference for
' foreigners. Being flippant,

* they can flyin, stay in

| Mayfair, pop into Harrods,
| watch their team and fly
back to the States. It was

interesting to hear Nick
speak about what motivates
US investors and how just
being able to say that they
own a little piece of a
footbalt club in London can
have a tangible effect in
opening bulging American
cheque books.

If you haven't heard Nick
speak yet, | would highly
recommend that you watch
this easily-searchable podcast
on YouTube from a few years
ago: hitps://youtu.be/
rshAMcM9H2wisisuMv_f-
ZwovzKTnAM

At the very end, he was
asked what comes next for
Nick Semaca and he said he
wanted to have a majority
shareholding at a football club,
where he can take his
learnings from his various
sports ownerships and put his
own twiston it.

For those of us at the EGM,
it was important that we are
not going to see wholesale
changes. The board will
remain the same with just the
addition of Nick himself, but
we have already seen the media
team enhanced, there willbe a
commercial resource added to the
club payroll, there has been discus-
sions with a data analytics business
and there will be incremental
changes. It will be evolution, not
revolution.

The football club isn’t
suddenly rich.

There will be a guaranteed
minimum £1.25m investment into
the football club - four times the
amount that the previous largest
shareholder Peter Marsden had
invested - which to most of us
seems a fortune but is in many
ways a drop in the ocean when you
compare us to other clubs even at
this level,

To put this into context, the av-
erage losses for a National League
side was around £1m in season
2023/24. Only four clubs made a
prefit, though for the largest two
that was because of ancillary sales.

Above left: The sharahol

yuele to collect their vofing sffﬁs

and (right) former chairmen Peter Mdrsden and Paul Rumens
catch up. It was Peter’s first visit since the Covid season i

The other two basically broke
even, a further three made losses,
(including YVealdstone) of less than
£100k while the rest suffered huge
losses. Relegated Ebbsfleet, for ex-
ample, lost nearly £3m. Altrincham,
who are seen asa club in a very
similar space to Wealdstone, lost
£997,000 and Woking, in whom
former YWealdstone director and
shareholder Todd Johnson has
taken a majority stake, lost £1.85m.

The figures are staggering, so we
are still fishing in shark-invested
waters... but Nick's funding will
malee life easier.

Getting bang for your buck will
still be important as ever; nothing
changes but targeted interventions
will be become easier- though the
playing budget will not suddenly be
increased expanentially.

Look out for a StonesCast pod-
cast soon with Nick Semaca.

From next summer, football
governance will be increasing
with the advent of the
Football Governance Act.

This will mandate that the new In-
dependent Football Regulator (FIB)
enforces fan engagement, thus
making clubs consult with their
supporters for key decisions such
as ticket pricing and ground
relocations. It will also establish
demecratically appointed fan
representatives.

Our new investment agreement
with Nick Semaca will also have en-
hanced provisions for fan represen-

tation, and initially this will fall to
VWealdstone Supporters’ Club. It
is likely that that the SC's consti-
tution will have to change, but as
other football clubs go towards a
Supporters Trust model, we may
well find ourselves with two sep-
arate supporters organisations
representing Yvealdstone
supporters: the traditional
Supporters’ Club, which may
cencentrate on what they do so
well now in terms of raising
funds, and a Supporters’ Trust
which takes on a more gover-
nance/representation role.

| suspect that if Wealdstone
had a Supporters Trust, there
woulld be more people willing to
stand and become involved for
that role than the SC currently
manages in getting badies onto
their committee.

The Chelsea Supporters’ Trust
chairman Mark Meehanisa
regular visitor to the Vale. Maybe
the SC - if they have not had a
discussion with him yet - should.

A new beginning awaits. Excite-
ment increases. Expectation
heightens. But we should also
remember the many people who
have played their part in getting
Wealdstone to this new era.

Ouwur history is important.
It shapes the club as we are,
but we should now not be
burdened by it as we walk a
new path.

TR s
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My teams Wealdstone-\,
and Whitstable drawn
stogether inthe Cup.. what ¥

HOW ON EARTH do you
manage the emotions on
match day when the two
clubs that you love and sup-
port are facing each other in
a competitive cup match?

And what were the chances of
these two teams being drawn out
of the hat to face each other! It is
all the more incredible, taking
into account that Whitstable play
inStep 5 of the non-league ladder;
in the Southern Counties East
Football League Premier Division,
with Wealdstone in Step | in the
National League.

It's absolutely armazing!

Whitstable have already per-
formed well above expectations
to reach this round of the F A
Cup - it's the first time in the

club's history that the Oystermen

have found themselves in the 4th
qualifying round. Wearing my
Whitstable hat (or red & white
scarf, anyway) we have already

seen the magic of the FA Cup with

victories over higher placed oppo-
sition in Dulwich Hamlet 3 - 2 (in
the Ist qualifying round); Chiches-
ter City | —0Qin a replay (in the 2nd
qualifying round); and Hungerford
Town 20 (in the 3rd qualifying
round).

Whitstable are also the leading
scorers in the competition this
season, having scored nine goals
against Edgware & Kingsbury and
seven goals against Lingfield in the
earlier rounds!

So how have I arrived with
the two teams that | follow
facing each other, on this
momentous occasion?

Well, | started watching Weald-
stone in the 1964/65 season. My
Mum and Dad, Milly and Harry,
had a shop in front of the old
ground at Lower Mead, in
Harrow. | used to go into the
shop on a Saturday and just be-
fore 3pm, my Dad would take me
into the ground, put me in a seat

pot the Stones fans at Wéﬁ]éﬁ! From Iéi‘

s David’s wife JackiesDavid, Sudhir

alsowaving) PICTURES: JON TAFFEL
'~

Whitstable and blue §
t Wedldstone... afong

in the corner of the stand, and say
to me: “Watch the game, don't
move, and | will come back and get
you at twenty to five”,

At the start of the routine, | was
probably eight years old —and you
couldn’t get away with that
nowadays! It felt safe though as
the friendly YVealdstone fans
would always look out for me.

| continued to attend the
games until around 1970/1971,
at which point | was playing at
amateur level and stopped
going to the games - eventually
to return asa spectator some
40 years later in 2010. The
highlight of those early years
had been to attend the F A
Amateur Cup Final at YWWemb-
ley in 1966, with my uncle, Alf
Goldsmith, to see the victory
over Hendon.

During these early childhood
years, it had been the custom
to spend annual family holidays
in Cliftenville in Kent, So when

3 @-.'.Da_vid and.}i’lﬁc’f\e ,
—= " Vase last season;. will §
Whitstable make their namein;

my wife, Jackie, and | decided to
buy a holiday home arcund eight
years ago, the obvious location
was somewhere in Kent—and we
were very fortunate to find the
perfect cottage in Whitstable.

| almost immediately became
aware of the football club as our
cottage is literally just a five-
minute walk to the ground! | very
soon became a regular, watching
VWhitstable Town both home and
away whenever we spend any time
at the cottage.

One of the notable disappoint-
ments was the relegation to step 5
in the 2021/2022 season - | was in

_attendance for the last game of

\ that season, a [-0 home defeat
' that confirmed relegation - but
\ there has certainly beena
. more positive atmosphere
| around the club in subsequent
| yearsand a strong feeling of
progression.

The 2024/2025 season was
simply breathtaking! It culminat-

' edin reaching the final of the

Kent Senior Trophy (losing
narrowly 3-2); the league promo-
tion play off semi final (losing on
penalties); and most notably,
reaching the final of the FA Vase.

Jackie and | were at Wembley for
the game, along with fellow Stones
fans Sudhir Rawal, Tim Parks and
Jon Taffel (on camera duty) and
even Wealdstone's Deon Wood-
man, who happened to be sitting
near us. YWhat a game it was!

A 2-1 victory over AFC

Whyteleafe in front of 7,000

 the FAS

travelling Oystermen fans (with

the added drama of coming fram

behind and winning in extra time)
made for one of the most
emotional football experiences of
my life. It felt as though the whole
town was at Wembley Stadium
and Jackie cried with happiness,
relief and pure joy!

I fear we shall have divided

Ioyalties in our family for

the game this afternoon.
Jackie has become a Whitstable

Town fan, appreciating the efforts

of a {(mainly) young squad, and a

group that clearly plays for the

love of the game under the mag-
nificent management team of

Jamie Coyle, Mart Longhurst,

Dan Eason and Taylor Couldry.

My eldest daughter Megan has
been drawn toward Wealdstone
and comes to the games whenev-
er she can, including some away
trips over the years to Torquay,

Bath, Bristol and Nottingham.

My youngest daughter Zara,
though, will be the only truly
objective observer today —-and

let's hope she can navigate a

careful line, to keep the peace!

For my part, | really do not
want either team to lose. Sam

Cox and the managerment team

have been doing a fabulous job at

Wealdstone, with the limited re-

sources available. | think that the

players have been giving
everything this season, unlucky to
come away from some games
with nothing to show for their
efforts.

One of the papular sound-
bites that football fans use
these days is to say that "It's
the hope that kills you", Well,

' today, my hope will be for a
great game and for a memora-
ble day with more FA Cup
magic, however that may come.

I shall be standing very quietly,
close to the halfway line, in my

usual viewing spot, soaking up
all the emotion, thrills and spills
from a most unlikely contest.
Come on Wealdstone!
Come on Whitstable!
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Whitstable Town
was established
in 1885 and in
1909 joined the
Kent League, where
they remained for
many years, apart from
a couple of short spells
elsewhere. In the 1996/97
season, the team reached the fifth round
of the FA Vase. They were champions of
the Kent League Premier Division in the
2006/07 season and were promoted to
the Isthmian League. After nine seasons
they suffered relegation and played
in the Southern Counties East League
Premier Division for the next two, but in
2017/18 they won both the Kent Senior
Trophy and League Cup, whilst also
finishing runners-up in the league, which
was enough to gain promotion back to
the Isthmian League, where they are
currently members of the South-East
Division.

Although the first recorded football match
in Whitstable was in 1885, the first record of
Whitstable Town's existence was the following year.

_ After a couple of years playing in a field behind the

railway station, the ¢lub relocated to The Belmont
Ground in 1888, where they play to this day.

B I m-:the Oystermen joined the original Kent

d until it folded in 1959,

. o title three times. They

he KK ntAmateur Cup (now Kent Senior

Trophy) in 1929. After the collapse of the Kent

League, the club played for a while in the Aetolian

League, but this meant long trips to play London

teams as opposed to the earlier maney-spinning

East Kent derbies, and this was‘a period of financial

truggle for the club, which'deopped into the

amiateur leagues forahumber of years.

Iy the fate 1960s the Kent League reformed,
'with'thé Oystermen among the founder members,
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WHITSTABLE TOWN
THE OYSTERMEN

moving back from the Greater
London League. Trophy success was
rare although they did reach cup
finals on several occasions and lifted
the Kent League cup in 1979-80
when they beat Chatham 4-3 after
extra time, having trailed 3-1 late in
the second half. They also attracted
national publicity in 198% when striker
Gerry Allen scored a goal after just 4
seconds of a match.A dramatic penalty
shootout involving 26 spot kicks brought

the Kent Senior Trophy to Whitstable in 2000-
01 when VCD were eventually beaten 10-9 on
penalties after the teams finished level at |- after
extra time.

Whitstable remained members of the Kent
League until their promotion to the [sthmian
League in 2007.The 2006/07 season marked the
bestin the club’s history when supporter Tony
Rouse took over as chairman from long time
servant of the club Joe Brownett. Rouse appointed
first team captain Marc Seager as the club’s manager,
taking over from Matt Toms. Under Marc Seager's
leadership the team won the Kent League and the
Kent Senior Trophy.

In 2012 former local referee Gary Johnson
took over as chairman from Joe Brownett (after
his second spell in the chair) who stepped down
after many years at VWhitstable Town.The club’s
best finish in the Isthmian League was eighth under
managers Jim and Danny Ward in 2014/15, while
Nicky Southall led them to the last 32 of the FA
Trophy in 2013/14, before losing 2-1 to Ebbsfleet
United in front of 742 supporters at the Belmont
Ground.

Towards the end of a turbulent 2015/16 season
that saw the chairman resign and the club relegated,
Joe Brownett again returned as chairman and
Scott Porter tock over as Manager for the last few
games in the Isthmian League before relegation was
confirmed.The club rebuilt off the pitch and after
two seasons in the Southern Counties East Football
League, promotion back into the Isthmian League
was achieved with a second placed finish during a
season that also brought cup final wins in the Kent
Senior Trophy and the SCEFL Challenge Cup.

The club launched a football academy at the
start of the 2017/18 season and then joined
together with Whitstable Town Junior Football
Club on Ist June 2019, when the club ownership
was also transferred to a new limited company.
With chairman Joe Brownett and manager Scott
Porter both deciding to stand down to take up
alternative roles within the club, the 2019-20
season heralded a fresh start for Whitstable Town.
The junior club chairman Steve Clayten took up
the position of overail club chairman and Lloyd
Blackman became the new first team manager.
There are now opportunities for children under
the age of eighteen to train, play football and
be part of the town’s senior club and with a
thriving academy and new reserves team, there
is a clear pathway to senior football in the town.
Unfortunately, Whitstable finished bottom of the
league in the 2021-22 season, despite the efforts
of four managers, Lloyd Blackman, Ben Harding
(caretaker), lKeith McMahon and Andy Drury.

The summer of 2022 saw a major
transformation at the club’s Belmont Ground,
with the installation of a 3G pitch, together with
other ground improvements including new LED
floodlights. The next two seasons in the SCEFL
Premier Division, briefly under Richard Styles and
then Marcel Nimani, brought two top six finishes.
Jamie Coyle was appointed Yhitstable manager
in the summer of 2024, with Matt Longhurst and
long serving goalkeeper Dan Eason joining the new
management team.

%

%

playoff semi-final.
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The club also launched a new brand identity
and club crest ahead of the 2024.25 season, as it
continues to grow. That season certainly proved
to be memorable one, ending with a historic
FAVase win at VWembley Stadium in May, when
AFC Whyteleafe were beaten 2-1 in a thrilling
encounter that went to extra time; Harvey Smith
and Ronald Sithole scored the goals that brought
the trophy back to Kent for the first time in 25
years.Whitstable took nearly 10,000 supperters to
Wembley and twice broke their home attendance
record during the run to the final, with 2,905
watching the semi-final first leg. After a mixed
start to the season, perhaps inspired by the Vase
run,Whitstable played 28 games from mid-January,
winning 22 and drawing 4, with the only defeats
being in the Kent S&rior Trophy final (3-2 to
Larkfield & New! Hyﬂxe} and after finishing thitd in
the league, they corrcededa late equaliser before
losing on penalties to:Fisher in the promotion

]
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Mountbatten View, recently completed in
Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire
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We are delighted to build upon our ongoing
support for Wealdstone FC, by becoming
their official Community Partner for the
2025-2026 Season.

We wish The Stones a great campaign.

Sorrell & Son

www.bugler.co.uk ‘ Supplying appliances to Harrow & Wealdstone since 1964
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DANIEL COLMER Goalkeeper
Previous clubs: Dartford Academy, Herne Bay,
Margate, Sevenoaks Town
Ayoung éft 5 goalkeeper who joined the club from
Sevenoaks in the summer of 2024 and played a big
part in the FA Vase campaign, saving three penalties
in the shootout at Walsham-le-Willows.
ZACH KEEBLE Goalkeeper
Joined the Whitstable first team squad during pre-
season 2025-26
A very promising young goalkeeper who became
part of the first team squad at the age of 16 after
featuring in the pre-season games. He has also
played for Kent Schools.
JAYDEN BOULTON Defence
A young player signed from Dartford in the summer
who has gone on to prove a valuable addition at left
back and has so much pace and ability to really have
a great career ahead of him. He also played a few
games for Sutton Athletic during the 2024-25
season.
ESSA JADAMA Defence
Previous clubs: Ramsgate, Dover Athletic.
Having been a part of the Dover Academy, Essa
. signed first team terms with Dover Athletic at the
b start of the 2025-26 season before linking up with
Whitstable on dual registration. He can playasa

left-footed centraldefender or in midfield.

LUKE MANDRY Midfield
- Previous clubs: FC Elmstead, Dartford
Luke signed for Whitstable during the 2024-25
_season; having progressed through the Dartford
Academy and can play in midfield or defence. He is a
tough tacking player with a lot of potential and
gained alot experience from being a part of the
squad that made it to ¥Wembley in the FA Vase.
JAKE MCINTYRE Defence..
Previous clubs: Ashford United, Rdmsgate,
Faversham Town, Shé United
An axperienced left. SIded defender and now the
club captain who had the honur of lifting the FA
Vase at Wembley in May 2025.Jake signed from
heppey United in the summer of 2024, having
previously workedwith Jamie and Matt at
‘Ramsgate, He was at the Dartford Academy before

progressing into non-league football.
FINN O°’MARA Defence
Previous clubs: Gillingham, Folkestone
Invicta, Hastings United, Herne Bay, Erith
& Belvedere, Faversham Town
A summer 2024 signing from Faversham
| Town, he subsequently returned to one
. of his former clubs, Hastings United, but
later returned to Whitstable. The
experienced defender, who spent the 2017-
18 season at Gillingham after progressing
through their academy, also played under Matt
and Jamie at Erith & Belvedere.
THEO OSINFOLARIN Midfiled
Previous clubs: Welling United, Greenwich
Borough, Ashford United, Cheshunt, Brightlingsea
Regent, Harlow Town, Ramsgate, Erith & Belvedere,
Herne Bay, Tunbridge Wells, Erith Town.
Theo is an energetic wing back or winger, who likes
to get forward and can score goals. He has worked
with Jamie and Matt at previous clubs and joined
Whitstable at the start of the 2025-26 season.
WILL THOMAS Defence
Previous clubs: Maidstone Academy, East Grinstead
Town, Hythe Town, Sheppey United, Canterbury
City, Ramsgate
Will played for a number of clubs after leaving
Maidstone Academy, before joining Whitstable in
2020 and has now made over 160 appearances for
the club, mostly as a centre back. Will also played
for Jamie and Matt previously before moving to
WWhitstable in 2020.
RICARDO THOMPSON Midfield
Previous clubs: Gillingham, East Grinstead,
Whyteleafe, Corinthian-Casuals, Sevenoals Town
Played for Whitstable for a brief spell in the 2015-16
season on loan from Gillingham. He is a versatile
player who re-joined Whitstable during the 2024-25
season and became a Wembley winner. He had also
previously played under Matt Longhurst at East
Grinstead.
JAKE ABRAHAMS Midfield
Joined Whitstable during pre-season 2025-26
An exciting, quick attacking player who has joined
the Whitstable Town Academy and featured in
several 2025-36 pre-season games before becoming
a member of the first team squad.
HARRY BAPTISTE Midfield
A sldlful young attacking player who joined the
Whitstable Town Under 23s in 2024-25 and is now a
part of the first team squad.
FIN COTTON Midfield
A creative and energetic midfielder who was a
product of the Soccer Elite FA Education
Programme, Fin played youth football for Charlton
Athletic, then earned a scholarship and subsequently
a professional deal at Millwall.
MIKEY DALTON Midfield
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Previous clubs: Ashford United, Sevenoaks Town,
Erith & Belvedere, Chatham Town, Phoenix Sports
Experienced, hard-working central midfielder who
previously helped Chatham Town win promotion
and joined Whitstable from Phoenix Sports during
the 2023-24 season.

JOE HEALY Midfield

Previous clubs: Millwall, Fisher Athletic, Welling
United, Beckenham Town, Margate, Maidstone
United, Dover Athletic, Dartford

Joe played for Millwall as a younger player, before
spending time working with Jamie at Maidstone and
Welling United. joe is an intelligent player who can
play a number of positions and someone who Jamie
has known for many years. His wealth of experience
is a great asset for our young squad, both onand off
the pitch.

TRISTAN HOLDEN Midfield

Previous clubs: Ramsgate, Lydd Town, Dover
Athletic.

Tristan is a young, industrious defensive midfielder
who was the captain of the Dover Academy team
and signed first team terms for Dover before joining
Whitstable on dual registration. He has previously
featured for Ramsgate and Lydd Town. Tristan has
also played a number of games for Gibraltar U2ls.
TAGAN KRAY Midfield

Previous club: Dover Academy

A promising young midfielder whe is the captain of
the Whitstable Under 23 team, Tagan has been
around the first team squad for a while and made
his competitive debut in the FA Cup at the start of
the 2025-26 season.

JAMES MILES Midfield

Previous clubs; Ebbsfleet United, Faversham Town,
Rusthall, Erith Town.

A creative midfielder whe joined Whitstable for the
2025-26 season from Erith Town where he had
made |51 appearances and played a key role in their
2034-24 treble winning team, scoring some
important goals.

CALLUM PECK Midfield

Previous clubs: Hollands & Blair, Rochester United,
Kennington, Ramsgate, Chatham Town, Erith &
Belvedere, Lordswood.

Callum signed for Vhitstable ahead of the 2025-26
season to link up again with the management team
of Jamie and Matt. He is an attacking midfielder who
has featured in several successful campaigns with
other Kent clubs including Ramsgate, Erith &
Belvedere and Chatham Town.

JACK PETERS Midfield

Previous clubs: Dartford Academy, Lordswood,
Hellands & Blair, Welling Town, Margate.

A young, attacking midfielder who progressed
through the academy at Dartford, Jack joined
Whitstable on dual registration from Margate. He
had previously played for several SCEFL clubs
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before linking up with Margate towards the end of ,
the 2024-25 season. 1
BRADLEY SCHAFER Midfield '
Previous clubs: Herne Bay, Sevencaks Town, Hythe
Town, Faversham Town, Sheppey United,
Lordswood

A creative, attacking midfielder who has played
successfully at higher levels, Brad signed from
Faversham Town in January 2025, He is now a ey
member of the team, regularly contributing goals
and assists, including scoring four goals in a win
against Holmesdale a few weeks after joining
WWhitstable.

CONNOR WILKINS Midfield

Previous clubs: Sheppey United, Faversham Town,
Ramsgate

Signed from Isthmian League leaders Ramsgatein
early 2025, having spent many seasons as a fans
favourite at Sheppey. Connor is 2 tall, all-action
midfield player who has added massively to our
midfield department. He has also played asa
defender earlier in his career. Connor was injured
in the FA Vase final and is currently awaiting a
return to fitness.

ASHDON DAY Forward

Previous clubs: Dartford, Phoenix Sports

Ashdon is a promising young striker who initially
joined Whitstable during the 2024-25 season on
loan from Dartford where he had progressed
through their academy. He then signed for
VWhitstable ahead of the new seasonandisa
powerful forward who can play centrally or out
wide and already has a great record of goals and
assists from his games.

DEAN GRANT Forward

Previous clubs: Faversham Town, Margate, Hythe
Town, Sheppey United, Canterbury City, Herne
Bay, Hollands & Blair

A popular striker who can also play aut wide,
originally made his debut for Whitstable aged 19
after featuring in the youth set up. He has since had
successful spells at several local clubs before
returning to VWhitstable during the 2022-23 season
and then again in 2024,

JAVAUN SPLATT Forward

Previous clubs: Derby County (yauth), Tonbridge
Angels, Whitehawk, Worthing, Billericay,
Leatherhead, Sittingbourne, Sheppey tnited,
Clitheroe, Hythe Town,

Although still relatively young, a fomrarﬂwaﬂl
plenty of experience who joined YWhitstable from
Hythe Town in the summer of 2025, making a great.
start by scoringin all six pre-season games. Starting
as a youth player at Derby County, he has since
played for a number of clubs and alsa recently
featured in the World Cup qualifiers, playing for the
British Virgin Islands. . i
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35+ years’ experience

Our team of experienced expertsact on
behalf of leaseholders, freeholders,
management companies and
residents associations.

High standards

Regardless of size, our trusted and
experienced team manage all properties
to the highest of standards giving you
confident and comfort.

| Management specialists

\We are focused on your properties. We
don't diversify in lettings or sales, we
specialise in one discipline, ensuring

excellent service every time.

ww.Imssheridans.com

| catt: 01895 635578
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Whitstable
wondes

Saturday March

Ist, 2025 was one

of those horrible

days when Stones

found themselves

with no fixture. L {:
Knocked out of veller f

AN (RS NSV se Final and (below)

earliest possible
stage in a horror
show at Aldershot,
our conguerors had their sights
firmly set on a debut Wembley ap-
pearance... and after easing their way
through a few more rounds, The
Shots' quarter-final

engagement at Sittingbourne meant
that our league match with them
would have to wait for another day.

This was an unwelcome break for
the Stones. We'd gained some
much-needed momentum with
three straight wins - but for some of
us, it was an opportunity to try
somewhere else for our weekly
football fix.

And so it was that we headed off
to Whitstable for a few ales (Hand-
some Sam a fantastic micropub) and
a first visit to Whitstable Town's Bel-

ows'into the Whyteleafe net

ytm havent
FA Cup and Vase games
won't be a pushover at

meont ground. They had their despite the plastic pitch.
own quarter final business to at- It wasn’t looking good for the
tend to that day, an FA Vase tie Opystermen when they went 2-0
against Shropshire-based down with just 18 minutes on
Whitchurch Alport. the clock and the visitors looking
Stones fans accounted for four # dominant. But they showed their
of their record crowd of 2,656 resilience in first fighting back to
that day and and we were treat- % |evel things before capping offa
ed to a most enjoyab le occasion great day for the club with
Py R 2 a last-minute winner from
; . Harvey Smith (not the
show jumper, for those
old enough to remember
the v-sign flicker).

A post-match trip to the
| fabulous Tankerton Arms
¢ and Ossie’s fishand chips
| completed a fabulous day!

| also went to Wembley

in May to see first
Whitstable Town and
then Aldershot triumph

Itcertainl

the Vale today §

on Non-League Finals Day - and
it's certainly a thrill being
pitchside with your camera at
such a stadium,

The Oystermen defeated the
favourites AFC Whyteleafe (con-
taining three ex-Stones in Aaron
Goode, Jamie Mascoll and Ryan
Gondoh) by 2-| that day, again
coming from behind to gloriously
lift the Vase.

Whitstable played ELEVEN
matches to win that trophy, and
with this season's FA Cup run they
are now unbeaten in SEVEN=-
TEEN FA competition games -
they last tasted defeat on August
3, 2024 against Sevenoaks in the
FA Cup Extra Preliminary Round!

That's some record, so don't ex-
pecta pushover taday despite the
gap between the our leagues.

Above: Is there a Banksy in
the house? This illustration
at the Belmont ground

| must be worth squillions

Left: A battle of Whits as

i the home side try to

belittle visitors Whitchurch
Airport with this tiny name
publicised on the club
gates. It worked!
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SUPPORT your favourite player by

donating their kit for every game of

| the new season!

. ltcosts £165 to sponsor a player’s
home or away kit, or £250 to get a shirt

. signed by your chosen player at the end

| of the season. You'll also get a mention

. below, a mention on the club website -

§ and a mention on any player interviews

. we publish on X and YouTube.

§ Tosecure your favourite contact Call

Peter Worby on 07967 698370 or John

Young on 07874 846785

WHITSTABLE TOWN SATURDAY

11th OCTOBER 2025

SUPPORTERS CLUB

UPDATE

BY TERRY HISSEY

Good afternoon to all and a warm welcome
to the visiting supporters of Whitstable
Town FC who are making history today by
reaching the FA Cup final qualifying round
for the first time. This was achieved
beating Hungerford Town, but their
journey actually started against Lingfield
FCin the Extra Preliminary Round of early
August,

Current holders of the FA Vase and of the
Southern Caounties East Football League, they are
the only surviving tier 9 (Level 5) club left in the
competition. In my programme note for this fixture
last season | said that for a select few, this Fourth
Qualifying round will be their sixth FA Cup fixture.
Putting that into perspective, it's the same amount
of games that the winning team at YWembley
Stadium next May will have played. So
congratulations Vhitstable Town on your
achievement! The last time we played in the
Preliminary Round was in the 2003-4 season against
Brook House. | sincerely hope it's a round we don’t
play in again.

For the last five years | have held the post of
Membership Secretary on the Executive
Committee. Analysing the database by the issuing of
membership numbers | have discovered thatin
early 2010 we had 110 Life members. Fast forward
to 2025 and we now have over 360 so that’s a good
effort by successive and numerous Executive
Committee members. But of course, the best
advert for Supporters Cub membership is the
enrolled members themselves. Annual
subscriptions are £10 and Life is £40, so do spread
the word! This post brings me in touch with many
supporters near and far. Recently | had an email
from Eastern Europe:

“My name is Goran Javorac and I'm writing to
you from Belgrade, Serbia,

Two of my friends and | had the pleasure of
attending your final game of the last season against
Halifax, and we were absolutely blown away by the
atmosphere, the friendliness of everyone, and the
spirit of the Stones. It's safe to say that Wealdstone
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gained afew new fans from Belgrade that day ! We'd
love to take our supporta step further and become
lifetime mermbers of the Supporters Club”. They
duly joined and wrote again: “It's honestly a special
feeling to hear we're the only members from the
former Yugoslavia, We'll proudly carry the Stones
banner here in Belgrade. If, by any chance, more
fans from the region join in the future, from the
Balkans or surrounding countries, we'd be more
than happy to help organise a kind of Wealdstone
Balkan supporters group. It would be great to build
a small network of Stones fans across this part of
Eurcpe’”. So it seems we are going global!

When [ took over the post there was a number
of members for whom the Supporters Club had
lost contact, However, thanks to the assistance of a
few fans and sacial media appeals a majority of these
were traced, | experienced some difficulty in tracing
three members due to lack of feads or any
information. So | am pleased to say that thanks to
some detective work from Tony Booth, fellow
Committee member, Pete Tymen, Tom Lattimore
and Marilyn Bernard have all now ‘rejoined’ the
Supperters Club. Tracing Pete | was able to confirm
the passing of Christine Fletcher, the widow of Eric
who run the successful Vice-Presidents Asseciation
in the Lower Mead days. May theyboth Rest in
Peace. An audit of all our members will soon
commence, so please respond prompily when you
receive my email. :

Ifyou see me today pre-match then please buya
50-50 ticket. Sales have been so well this season we
are having to get more printed'and che cash prizes
are up on this time last year.

Enjoy the game and let’s hope we can proceed to
the Second Roundagain or even further!

ey




+ Pre & Post Tenancy « Commetrical Cleaning
- Carpet Cleaning - Window Cleaning

Our soul aim is to make pre and post tenancies as stress
free as possible for tenants, landlords and agents.

We use the latest equipment and techniques to ensure
that properties are left as they should be and we follow
a strict criteria to ensure uniformity on the end result.

Call today to find out more:
01895 373509, or Q7585 726 287

1231 Greenford Road, Greenford, Middlesex UB6 OHY

Celebrating
over 50 Years
¢ in the Oil
Industry

We are your Local Independent
Family Owned Fuel Supplier

« Experts in Fuels & Lubricants
- Exceptional Customer Service

Home Heating Oil Fast & efficient delivery service

Diesel Supplying vehicle fleets & construction
Gas 0Oil Red diesel for agriculture
HVO Reduce net CO2 emissions by up to S0%
= [HO Quality grade industrial heating oil
* Unleaded Petrol, Lubricants
Coi)

sa & AdBlue products ik
; icate No.4521

Call us today & see how we can be of help with your fuel needs!

m CleanAirBlue, JET A MQ@RRIS

LUBRICANTS
DISTRIBUTOR

3 Greycaine Road, off Bushey Mill Lane, Watford Herts WD24 7GP
Tel: 01923 233171

Email: enquirieswatford @bartonpetroleum.co.uk
www.bartonpetroleum.co.uk | @ OO
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{80 13 FA Trophy 3rd Round FAT3
F 20 FC Halifax Town ENL
(X8 26 BOREHAM WOOD ENL .
Wl 30 AdershotToun__ EWL Lo
3 Calisle United ENL ; ,
17 WOKING ENL R
21 TAMWORTH ENL |
24 Gateshead N | '
J 31 MORECAMBE ENL | |
7 Eastleigh ENL el
E 10 Altrincham ENL -
14 YORK CITY ENL |
E 21 Sutton United ENL | . ‘
[~ 24 BRACKLEY TOWN EHL | ‘
[0 28 HARTLEPOOL UNTED  ENL il

7 Braintree Town ENI

F 14 SOLIHULL MOORS ENL . T |
= 21 ForestGreen Rovers  ENL
=

25 YEOVIL TOWN ENL
BB 28 BOSTONUNITED  ENL o s
[ 3 Borehem Wood ENL
1| 6 ALDERSHOT TOWN ENL
I 11 Rochdale ENL
-

25 Southend United ENL

18 SCUNTHORPEUNITED  ENL ‘
|

Date in Red = MIDWEEK fixture ‘ _ |
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Plumbing & Drains Services y Trusted Trader

) No Call-Out Charge

¥ Fixed Price Quote

) Local Engineers

) Guaranteed Work*
*Subject to T&C's

) Domestic and
Commercial Services

- BUILDING MATERIALS

- TOOL HIRE ATy | - From blocked drains to burst pipes, we're here
- LANDSCAPING S . e B . K to help. We're proud to offer 24/7/365

T gy emergency response across the UK. No
 TIMBER CUTTING : | e & matter the problem, you can count on
« PROJECT ESTIMATOR f. Vs, | Dyno-Rod to get your home or business

flowing again.

JEWSON RUISLIP
314 WEST END ROAD, RUISLIP,
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| 0333 305 8390
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PART 2:
SL DIVISION ONE
(SOUTH) 1973-74

IN THE next five editions of
the programme we’ll jump into
our time machine to turn the
spotlight on the more recent
League Champion teams in
Wealdstone FC history... but
after reading about the 1952
Athenian League winners in
our last programme, MICK
FISHMAN details our
magnificent 73-74 side that
kick-started the Stones’
emergence as a real powerin
non-League football....
This was the team that Sid

Prosser built. In March 1972,

towards the end ofan un-
derwhelming first professional sea-
son in the Southern League Division
One North manager Alan
Humphries was replaced by the
highly-renowned Sid Prosser (below)
who had transformed first Finchley
and then St Albans City into amateur
poewerhouses. Sid used the 1972/73
season to build on what he had in-
herited and in came defenders Eric
Burgess and Chris Kinnear, midfield-
ers Alick Brown and Paul Fairclough
and striker supreme, George
Duck.

The team achieved a cred-
itable upper middle finish -
but then came the /4
improvements he had prom- ¢
ised Full back/midfielder John
Watson from West Ham, midfield-
ers Jim Godfrey from Barnet and
Barry Barnes from West Ham all
signed plus, most importantly, ex-
Crystal Palace stalwart John McCor-
mick. John was by then 37 years of
age, a genuine Glaswegian hard man
and a top-class defender. Of equal

. gatery . impact was the capture of
m . Bletchley's John Hender-
L sonat the peak of his

A

(goals in brackets): i

il

* Mostappecrances | SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIV 1 SOUTH, 197374

Kinnear 56 (2) =~ | WeADstone ;s » v s .
Duck 54 (62) i Bathcly BA B WS Mo
McCormick 53 (1) | Watsrioovita ¥ 615 7 85 18 4
Byrne 53 (18) § Ko B 6578w g
Roy McKenzie 52 © poofa Town % - =
Henderson 51 (17) | Bexieyuid X T 0w e s
Fulton 49 (i) § Hastings Utd B® G 13 45 B A
Fafrdaugh44(6) : Basingsioke Town B OO o1 o8 4 o3
Eric Burgess 44 (1) | Srvesnd & Nortee B oW oM
Dyson 40 (4) :hﬁ':l;;?ﬁhTm B 1213 48 54 3
3 {=li] 1
John Watson39 | naase ik Isans
Jim Godfrey 36 {3) | Dorchester Town 381001315 40 48 2
Presiand 35 (4) i Conterbury City B o921y B W
Alick Brown 13§ poerige Tomn Bl 8L
Bri 9 QS*W%W 310 8 18 40 60 2
ristow i Metropo ¥ O9OM OB Y B
Barnes 4 (1) i Aadover B U3 MWW B
, ' Crawdey Town 38 il

E 92 BN

The title that spawned

whole generation of fans:

the original mighty Stones

... powers. "Dickie”
Henderson could oper-
ate as an exciting winger
or clever midfield general
and played a crucial role in
% setting up numerous goals for
Bill Byrne and the prolific Duck.
g Finally, lefc back/midfielder Ray
Fulton was signed from Leyton
Orient.
This teamn forged by Prosser
settled into a wonderfully effec-

tive outfit. Rock solid in defence
with Burgess and McCormick a
formidable barrier, behind which
was the added security of Chris
Kinnear who had settled intoa
sweeper’s role with great maturi-
ty. Eddie Presland and John VVat-
son were the raiding full backs. In
midfield you had the embarrass-
ment of riches from which to se-
lect — Henderson, Fulton, the
evergreen ex-Spurs double win-
ner Terry Dyson, Godfrey and
Fairclough. Up front was the
magical partnership of Byrne and

Duck - and Wealdstone fielded
only I8 players during that season,
five of whom played only very
minor roles .In practical terms the
lion’s share of the season was
carried by just |3 players!

The team started in the manner
that continued throughout the
season, winning almost every
match in which they competed. By
the end of 1973 they had played 16
league games, winning I}, drawing
2 and losing just 3.

At the turn of the year Stones
were in 3rd place, two points be-
hind leaders Basingstoke and one
behind Waterlooville, but with
four games in hand over both... but
then came a body blow when
gaffer Prosser decided to leave for
top Southern Premier League side
Chelmsford City on Ist April,
directly after his contract with
Wealdstone expired. There was
no doubt that this VWealdstone
team, dominating the Southern
League Division One South and
lilkely to end up champions was the
creation entirely of Prosser and
supporters wondered what the re-
action of the players might be at his
departure. Chelmsford were at
that time a Football League club in
waiting and Sid seemed the perfect
choice to lead them on to
achieving that goal. M

Senior player Eddie Pre- 1
sland was announced as 4
Prosser’s replacement to see “?
the team over the finishing i
line and the second half of B
the season saw us lose just !

e, 4

it’s November 1973 and Poole Town

twice more in the league, Rams-
gate completing an unlikely double
over the Stones by winning I-0 at
Lower Mead while the other loss
was to Bath City 2-0 at Twerton
Park. Following the appointment
of ex-Crystal Palace manager Bert
Head, Bath had put together a side
far too powerful for the division
and ended up promoted as run-
ners up to Yvealdstone - though 11
points behind.

Those of us privileged to be
around would have seen inactien
Wealdstone's greatest-ever goal-
scorer; George Duck. That season
the elegant George notched an
astonishing 62 goals in 60
competitive matches, A
club record that is never
lilkely to be beaten.

The Championship was
sealed with a tremendous
2-0 win at Gravesend &
Northfleet on Easter Mon-
day which was VWealdstone's
fifth match in 10 days (all five won),
with four of them away from
home. To iflustrate Stones’ domi-
nance, it is worth mentioning that
there were still five matches re-
maining to play when the title was
secured and crowds of over 2,500
saw the final few games at Lower
Mead against Dorchester and Bas-
ingstoke (both won 2-0), Bexley
(3-0) and Trowbridge (3-3). A
whole generation of new, teenage
fans were forged in the Elmslie End
(above) and the febrile atmosphere
made us supporters for life. Once
experienced, never forgotten.

- front of a 1,200 Lower Mead crow

keeper Bill Dunbar keeps out this
header from George Duck (right) in __

Duck: “I was angry
when Sid Prosser
left... he was the
reason I'd signed”

“I THOUGHT we'd win some-
thing as soon as Sid persuaded
me to sign for the Stones™ says
the now 73-year-old George
Duck, who had given up on the
game after he had left Spurs of
his own volition.

“I' was only 20 but happy kick-
ing around with my mates... but
Sid was persistent, even
after I'd told him
where to go. But
once | had tasted
the banter and the
& camaraderie at
' Wealdstone - and
7" the quirky Lower

Mead - | absolutely
loved it there.

“Sid had a three year plan
to win promotion - building the
club up and signing some great
players like Willie Watson,
Ginge Fulton, Dickie Hendar-
son and Johnny McCormick -
and he actually exceeded that.

*“I was angry, though, when he
left for Chelmsford. He had sold
the club to me and now he was
leaving... but as it turned out it
was the biggest mistake of his
life. Sid was never heard of again
but I'm so grateful to him for

ik persuading
me to sign”.
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From an idea in May, the new Wealdstone FC Womens team is successfully up and
running, a squad assembled and now with a first league win under their belt. Play
your part by sponsoring a player for just £50,

Toh 2

Beverley

BRUCE-MILLS

Position: Fory
Hix
duipivel

Gabi
RACUT

Position: Fora
Gary Smith

Paige

WEALDSTONE FC WOMEN

nd su the the highs and o

Danni

Emma
HOLLAND CULLEN O-HARE DOILEY
vard Position: Mitficldel Position: Defande Position: Fo sz
VERSIAN @Ston

_§ o
Libby Lola Millie
SALMON DOYLE BADHAM
vard Position: Midfielder Position: Midfieids Position: Detendar
Roger Slater Blossom’s Little Explorers  Todd Famil:

Sumaiya Tammy

Aisha
KWASKOWSKA DADABHOQY KIDD ABDULLAHI
Position: Forward Position: Defender Posltion: Midfelder Position: Mid®e de
Hennassey Stockpaort St [GORALS] &

Alicia Tetiana

Georgina

RAMKISSOON CALE JuJ LAISHCHUK
Position: Forward : Position: Frrward Position: Forward
Contact us to put your _on L

Emma Saj lzzy
Wright VIGNESWARAN HENRY ANDERSON
Position: Forwa Manager Assistant Manager Physiotherapist
; D put your DFG Training i: 5o put your

FIXTURES & RESULTS

Data Opposition Type KO/Res
SEPTEMBER

SunT Fusign L A -6
Sun 14 Rose L A 52
Sun 21 Landan Faotkall Schao H 215pm
Sun 28 Frenfard & MSA L A 215pm
CCTOBER

Sun 12 Balham Cup H 3prm
Sun 26 Wandsworth Borough Cup A Llam
DECEMBER

Sun2 London Football School Cup A 1pm
Sung T Cup H 2i5pm Head of Women's Football, Gabi Racut,

scored a magnificent four for Wealdstone in
their recent fixture versus Roses.

VERSIAN !I E’Hgler euronics Sorrell & Son Blomberg




What we offer?

Combine further education
and full time football or train
and play like a professional.

Three fantastic locations at
Harefield School, Harrow

College and Brunel University,  ILIEARN TRAIN PLA Y

Awide range of courseson | ‘. ) v elieen 8

offer including A levels, BTECs,
; -JTH THE WEALDS

Degrees and Personal

training.

Represent Wealdstone FC in
the FA Youth Cup, the U19
National League, Tactic
Leagues & U23 National Youth
League,

HARROW COLLEGE IS PROUD
TO BE WORKING WITH
WEALDSTONE FC.

A limited number of places are
available for talented players
loaking to focus just on

developing as pro footballers. The a'cad@my is now
A recruiting 16-23 year olqs N
pathway from ul9s throughto  prepa ration jFC)F’ Septembe»r._:,.,
the first team. 2025 ki

wealdstonefcacademy
H’ wealdstoneFCA

Join us in September 2025! Places are available on courses and apprenticeships
at Harrow College including our Wealdstone Football Academy programme.

To find out more, come along to an Open Day or visit the website. Scan the QR
code for more information.

@- agademy@wealdstonefc.com
& 07944 684 782

SCAN FOR MORE INFO arrow
0000 COLLEGE

Interested?  ERsEED i CIH’OW
DSV so¥oci B o Brunel p——— |
Apply now | MERAAL i[ﬁégfiity | HAREFELD | COLLEGE | |
I I g

..
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BY TIM PARKS

Saturday October |1 1992, FA-Cup 3rd Qual'Rouhd:
Wealdstone | Dagenham & Redbridge é

THE STONES’ two-year ground share with
Waiford in the early 90s was disastrous. It
was ill-thought-out. Inexplicable.
Catastrophic.

Italmost cost the club its very existence and yet,
on the occasion of this FA Cup tie 33 years ago, it
almost, very briefly, made sense.

Woulld it have worked if that bonkers agreement
happened today? Well, we would now have prospec-
tive and sustainable crowds of several thousand
watching National League football at Vicarage Road.
The Carlisles, Southends and York Cities - and
potential investors - would feel at home in that
environment even if our traditional fans would kick
against the lost homeliness of The Vale,

But it will never happen. Ironically, the very size,
scale and splendour of Vicarage Road that make it an
attractive propaosition now was absentin 1991 and
only kickstarted, of course, by the Stones’ unwitting
£1.5m donation to the Watford coffers that allowed
Jack Petchey & Co to build the giant Vicarage Road
end stand. But play there we did, for two seasons, as

4 :i?ie

he result of Stones Chaieman Alan Clifion's vani
project and rushed sale of Lower Mead. The |

dated bowl and it desperately needed a decent
crowd to generate anywhere near the atmosphere
of our beloved former home, Lower Mead.

With relegation in our first season there, there
was precious [ittle chance of that - until the FA Cup
run of autumn 1992, Our Southern League South-
ern Division outfit had battled past Tiptree United,
Witham, and then VWivenhoe (after a replay) before
being drawn at home to the latest incarnation of the
East London conglomeration now known as
Dagenham and Redbridge.

Only the previous summer, Isthmian Leaguers
Dagenham had joined forces with Conference side
Redbridge Forest, the vastly wealthy result of a
whole raft of mergers of famous non League sides
who had sold their grounds: Leytonstone, liford and
Walthamstow Avenue.

Dag & Red were in the top four of the Conference
while Brian Hall's Stones were on a nine games un-
beaten run in the Southern League South Division.

arage stand S8

Vicarage, circa 1991 was a vast, soulless and dilapi=~

upporters flock 10 (]
ee Stones flounder

ealdstone 1 Dagenham and Redbridge 6

TALDSTONE'S fine run
und to an ahrupt halt as Da-
tham and Redbridge hit
m far sis in the fourth quali-
ng round of the FA cup on
nday, writes Graham Smith.
The biggest attendance
e the club moved to Vicar-
e Read last season - a crowd
823 which included Wim-
»don hard-man Vinnie Jones
saw 2 result which was se-
unding if flattering for the
suxhall Conference side. )
The visitors took the lead in
e 17th minute, Paul Cavell
nntine mmet Dhavid Hudson

Dave Venables was un-
fucky four minutes later when
his header went inches over
from a Dermot Drummy €1oss,

Stones equalised in the
32nd minute when Broons
brought down Colin Tate in
the penally area and Tate got
up and scored from the spot.

Two minutes later Dagen-
ham restored their lead as Nut-
1ells’ free header beat Hudson

following an Owers free-kick.
Stanes pressed for the equal-
iser but in the 77th minute Da-
genham went 3-1 up when
B headed acainst the

¢rosshar and Blacktord tucked
away the rebound.

After Shanahan suffered a
hack injury the Stones defence
collapsed and  Dagenham
scored three goals in the last
1ing minutes.

Cavell headed in from a
Blackford cross in the 81st
minule and four minutes later
Broom waltzed through the
$tones’ defence 1o score.

In injury time chrgion
sent Cavell free and his shot
past a helpless Hudson comple-

ted his hat-lrick and a miser-

able day for the home side.

A crowd of 847 created, at last, a decentatmo-
sammne. sphere for a David v Goliath cup

tie, but sadly (see left) Stones
\ weren't quite as up to itas the
{ Daggers' expensively-
 acquired strike force put us
" to the er, sword,
It was a very brief taste of
what Alan Clifcon was hoping for
when he signed that preposterous
deal with Jack Perchey. Watford
gota big new stand out of the deal.
We got to play 40 games on the
turf and then sent on our way like
naive, gullible, penniless school-
boys. Not that it rankles.

@ By the way, whata strange
headline in the Harrow Observer:
Did the supporters really flock to
see us flounder? And it was the
3rd Qual Round, not the 4th.

Wealdstone 2,
Oxford City 4

WOEFUL was the wor
at Lower Mead o
Saturday.

Wealdstone’s most iney
performance for a long tim
sadly coincided with thei
first test in the competitio
that after the FA Cup wa
the one in which Ken Ea)rn
most wanted to do well.

But any dreams of a ru

in the

that clu

actually look

home,

on for Stones,

- the same player
Stones® co]'F .
. minute.

‘A Trophy thi
scason were laid to rest by
humble Isthmian Divisioi
One side Oxford City.
Bobbg Moore's arrival t
hasn’t worked an;
miracles, but it didn’t nee
ene on the sort of forn
Stones displayed last week
Apart from the opening
15 minutes, when they dic
t . like ar
Alliance side taking on smal/
fry, ‘Stones created little,
Totally against the run ol
play Oxford took the lead in|
the 15th minute when|
Adams tore through a gap in
the defence, and smoothly
took the ball round Cran-
stone before planting the ball

Nigel Johnson pulled onci
back before halj‘-npme. but it|
was all_downhill from then

Oxford's Les Whitton
made it 2-1 with the sm:ggﬁ
half barely warm, and 2
reat 20 yard volley from

red |
in"in l?‘?ﬁ!th |

Substitute Paul Robinson |
raised hopes of a oomeb;.gg

with a shar iece of
{ finishing five n?singte:; lalgr
but Oxford’s swifi reply
ended any argument,

With Stones committed to
ever-fruitless attacks, Paul
Lee and Brian Benjafield led
a charge down the right that
ended with Lee picking his
spot with precision,

Finishing is all about
i confidence, isn't it?” said |
| Bobby Moore afterwards.

i quilt‘fnf:s khad hlez!’t that
— ity bac i
I y at the dressing

Saturday October 11 1992, FA Trophy st Qualifying

Round: Wealdstone 2 Oxford City 4

ANOTHER miserable cup exit, I’'m afraid.
This time the Stones really were floundering in the

autumn of the season we were relegated from the

Alliance Premier League (today’s National League)..

and this embarrassing defeat by an Oxford side two

g divisions be!ﬂwmsat}fpica! DfﬂIatcampauguTW 4
:
¢

3

—
poor managers were in charge that day, though the ‘
opposition dugout had a manwith a slightly higher
profile than our suffering gaffer Ken Payne. England
World Cup winner (and skipper) Bobby Moore was
taking his first steps in management and proved to be
supremely unsuitable, in the Bobby Charlton mould.




KIDS PARTIES
AT GOALS RUISLIP

Enjoy a great kids party at Goals any time of the year.

Whether you choose cur Premiership or Championship
package, your little kicker is sure to have a day to
remember.

All parties take place in a fun but safe environment to
give you peace of mind whilst your kids hit the pitch,

SCANTHEQRCODE .

Patinum Trusted

| OR VISIT GOALSFOOTBALL.GO.UK  Servce awara

feefo
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- Fine Wines - .

aft Beer - Real
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45 FOLLOW US (0]
@Hopandvinebar

IB High Street, Ruislip. DIFFERENT LEAGUE
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GEINEE ] Contact us.. H appy
Pinner - Sc:ll.es 6 (§) “Q

2 for 1 on our
seasonal favourites

EiOBSONs

IMiddiesex  Hertfordahire ] warmehine QUR WEBSITE

Monday to Friday
5pm to 7pm

E: pinnerlett eb. 1 R LR e l

T

Let RObéOﬁS Shiles . e %tzla] Itc Join us at
7 i l .
tackleyour - The White Bear

A bottle of wine* on us
when you order two steaks ‘
Renowned for serving fresh,

seasonal food alongside perfectly
poured pints, an expertly curated
wine list and a delicious selection

Every Wednesday from 5pm

next move..

*Selected house wines only

|
i
|
i
i
1
5
I

Robsons proudly sponsor b i of cocktails, The White Bear really
] Rickmansworth - Lettings Lu n ch .
Wealdstone FC 2024/2025. s . does have something for everyone.
CIU b We would love to welcome you into
2 courses for 18.50 our bar or restaurant post match,
3 courses for 23.50 5 :
s g whichever team your allegiance
onday to Friday y .
12pmyto 5pm lies with; all are welcome.

Sign up for our latest
¢\q‘\mm- offers & news
M www.whitebearruislip.com/signup

—— Sunday
IRV e Roasts. IG: @whitebearruislip

E: prope www.whitebearruislip.com
With all the trimmings... o
& bottomless roast potatoss, {ckenham Road, Ruisfip, HA4 7DF

Elandandnewhol Yorkshires & grairye’
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. club forgot to enter, | hope

 BY ROGER
| SLATER

drama...

Today marks 100 years since
FA Cup football began for
Wealdstone in 1913 and let’s
hope the anniversary has the
same impact as the 50th
year milestone in 1975.

That was the year the Stones
reached the First Round properin
the professional era for the first
time, beating VWoking, Burnham,
Dagenham and Sussex County
League Southwick enroutetoa
dramatic 4-3 defeatatthen-Third
Division (now EFL One) Alder-
shot Town.

The eagle-eyed among you will
have beenasking the obvious
question: If the Stones’ played
their first FA Cup game in 1913,
shouldn’t we be g
celebrating the |12th year
.of competition today?

Well, no because the
Cup was suspended for 10
years during hostilities for
the First and Second
World Wars... and asfor
the other two years (1930
and 1964) it seems that the

A
Page Green FC &5
to Whitstable Town

‘made with another local si

the secretary was suitably
embarrassed.., imagine the outcry
today?!

Going back to the very beginning
for a moment, our club has a tenu-
ous link to the very first year of
the FA Cup, in the 1871-72 season.
It was open to 50 clubs who were
members of the Football Associa-
tion butinitially only 12 clubs en-
tered including Harrow School -
though they were among three
that withdrew before the first-
round draw had been made,

The entry then reduced to nine,
though six further clubs were in-
vited to take part. The draw was

Ie’s April 1921 and our formerstar Valentine
Gregory (the Wolves skipper) tesses'up before
the FA Cup finalkick-off with Spurs skipper
Arthur Grimsdell in the white shirt, and the

| blazered referee

row Chequers, drawn to play
away to YWanderers ...but the
match never took place. Che-
quers (a club famed for the Blue
and White Quartered Shirts that
gave them their name) then with-
drew - though bizarrely, a few
months later, it was Chequers'
player Morton Betts who scored
the only goal of the final for Wan-
derers against Royal Engineers.
Betts was playing under anas-
sumed name: C H Chequer,
which you probably couldn’t get
away with these days, and
shouldn't have done even in those
days come to think of it.
Thankfully, by the time of
s Wealdstone's first
% entry into the com-
petition, it was
under stronger rules
and far better or-
ganisation. Our
Extra Preliminary
Round tie took
placed on 9th Sep-

o

‘Stones (first) Bel-
d mont Road Ground

sl il L] e e R o et

against Page Green, who had been
regular opponents in Middlesex
League and Cup football. Stones
were hot favourites to win and the
prize was a tie with powerful
Spartan League St Albans City -
but it turned out to be VWeald-
stone’s Great Cup Disappoint-
ments #/ .

Page Green went on the beat St
Albans |-0 before their cup run
was ended versus Barnet Alston.
In 1914 we were drawn away at
Barnet Alston in the Preliminary
Round, but the tie was scratched
(although the competition contin-
ued) when amateur clubs ceased
playing at the outbreak of The
Great 1914-18 War. It signalled a
five-year hiatus for the Stones
who returned to the competition
hosting Cheshuntin a draw at the
(second) Belmont Road Ground in
September 1920.

But it wasn't until the following
year - eight years later - that the
club scored its first victory in the
competition, winning at Luton
Clarence after a draw at home.

This was another season Stones
had another link to the final, as
former player Valentine Gregory
had become a star for Wolves.
He was skipper in their |-0 FA
Cup Final defeat to Tottenham
Hotspur!

For many years the Stones stum-
bled to defeat in the
early qualifying rounds
until a famous 7-7
draw at Dulwich in
1929 in the 4th Quali-
fying Round. Like
Whitstable today, it
was the furthest we
had travelled in the
Cup and despite trail-
ing 0-3 after half an
hour, we fought back
to 4-4 until we had two
players unable to carry
on with injuries (no
subsitutes in those
days) and fell behind
5-7. But the battling
Stones clawed back to
7-7! Sadly there was no
Continued
overpage >>>

JOHN SILLETT'S [

POINT OF VIEW

( N Wednesday night we suffered a result hial 1 have always droagy
as a player, then as a coach and Hnally as a managee. My plyip.
career was spenl with Football Leaguc clubs and on the sccusious .
met non-league opposition we came through the tes without any em y
meni, Then | became o coachi and again T missed out on the type o
humiliation that a team of fulltime professienals suffer when beajen by |
non-league part-timers.  But on Wednesday that day finally arrived whej,
we were beaten Ty Southern League Wealdstone,

It was a nightmare for me. There is no other word 1 esn (i
of to describe the experience, I have never been so dellated in my Fra.
ball career, 1 cried  my heart for the plavers, who seemed uadhle o0 |
realise the enormity of what was happening 1o them, 1 cried - the B
fans, who tried so hard (0 encourage lhe leam. And 1 cried for (e |
directers, who have done so much 1o meke Hereford United what
are leday.

Hereford United won their spurs as a preat cup fighting team. o |
were Mailed as the plantkillers on muny accasions hefore ﬁcir:g eluiiel §
to the Faotball Leasue, Now the iahie.a have been twrned amd h
happened o us on Wednesday night will leave a scar with me thar oo 4
Eev;.)r ii:; forgotten. Now I know how Gollath fell when he was |
v David

Pon't ask e for an explanation. The plavers are the only [
wha con provide the answer. They knew what to expeet bin falle
gel the fressaze,  We should have beaten Weallstone by Tour o0 e
gozls lasl Salurday and I impressed on the plavers that it woull he a
different Edfe at l}rh;_nr Steeet,  But when we scored i the first minoie
LI;c{_vD lhru!glhr. that ilt With !uI] over and that they were going to stroll to
Actory, was n i sere trailing 1-3 R S
eres WL B m?r g{ir;tmne were trailing 3-1 that any real urgency

What happened on Wednesday in now in the past. T wan (o Jor
all Bl:;{)utl it and start buoilding for dhe future, 1 :.;I:a.:u [}:; t?.];?-;:n Isr i
it eut uL their mind and T want you o get behind them and fielr
restore their confidence. 1 am certain that there i gaing to be a bl
and E;h‘mi B o time ke the present to show that \"i‘u.:lr—.c,nul
Ecg:lg,cﬁiiﬁ;;at cl:f hcimmcler. If the players really take Wednesdas
The & S s, ipe they huve, then 1 feel sorry for Swindon

# e tme to make thal whiplash realy fell

All the bese, JOH™

Top: It’s 1977 and Hereford Utd manager John Siflett speaks from.

_the hieart about the replay giant-killing by the Stones in the next.

Hereford home programme against Swindon Town. Above: George
d
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televised live on BBC,

from previous page
fairytale in the replay... we lost

2-1, leading to Wealdstone |'

Great Cup Disappointment #2
as the winners were due to
host Plymouth Argyle in the
first round proper.

The year after failing to enter
the competition saw Stones
challc up their record victory in
the competition in 1931 when
we beat Thame United 12-4 at
Lower Mead in the Extra
Preliminary Round. Centre-
forward C E Bowyer scored
six of the goals.

In 1939 a good squad had
been assembled, but once
again fate intervened when
World War Two suspended
the league. It was replaced for
the duration by a wartime compe-
tition that Stones were not part
of, yet there was some irony that
September 1945 saw our next tie
in the Preliminary Round (six
years and six days later) resulting
in a victory over Pinner.

In 1949 Wealdstone surpassed
their previous records in the com-
petition. On September 17 they
beat Hendon 4-0 in the Prelimi-
nary Round and 70 days later on
November 26 they finally made it
through to the First Round prop-
er and a narrow defeat 0-1 at
Third Division Port Vale. It was
Stones' first-ever match against
Football League apposition. On
the way, they had alsc been fea-
tured on television as the matches
away to Edgware Town in
the third qualifying
round and at home to
Colchester United -
then a Southern
League club-inthe
fourth qual had been

bringing the club to
the attention of
thousands, if not
millions of viewers!
Through the 1950s
and early 1960s results
mixedand pr

o

]

Stones’ mﬂth year of FA Cup excitement contd

E F;rst w:rh the news: '
rhe BBC TV,
ganrry at Lower Mead in 1949 {

ress beyond the early quahfymg
rounds distinctly rare and it wasn't
until the 1965/66 Season that the
competition got the pulses racing
again, Stones were drawn at home
to Southern League professionals
Stevenage Borough in the 3rd Qual
Round... and were losing 3-5 going
into the last seven minutes. Steve-
nage had taken and lost the lead
four times before Hughie Lindsay
took matters into his own hands,
scoring three times in those seven
minutes. The final blow was an as-
tonishing 35-yard freekick.
Wealdstone led for the first time
in the 89th minute and secured a
6-5 win on amemorable day. How
memorable? Ask Hughie. He's still
very much a ‘Stones regular and
will probably be reading this in the

he brilliant Danny Wiltshire saves from a
dark-shirted Colchester forward in 1949

ground today

A victory in the following
round versus Oxford City
saw ‘Stones once again
venturing away to League
opposition, but sadly in front
of a erowd of almost 12,000
Wealdstone lost |-3 against
Millwall at The Den.

Stones returned to the

first-round proper in 1968

" when the victor's prize was a
47 tie at home to Walsall. That
was VWealdstone's Great Cup
Disappointments #3 butit
 wasn't until November 1975
§ that League opposition was
{| once again encountered with
4 thataforementioned trip to
Aldershot. Our club had
‘caught the bug": four wins in the
qualifying rounds the following
season saw the club face Reading
at Elm Park but once again, a tight
match went the way of the hosts
1-0. ¥We had two sent off.

Would we ever reach Round
Two or beat full-time opponents!
That was soon to change as the
‘gofden era’ in “Stones FA Cup
history unfolded. In I977 ‘Stones
beat Maidstone United in the 4th
Qual and were drawn at home to
Hereford United. Under siege for
90 minutes, Stones somehow
held their Div Three opponents
to a draw, with a replay at Edgar
Street scheduled for the VWednes-
day evening. Schoolteacher strik-
er Pat Ferry couldn't get time off
for the replay, so he
phoned in sick, drove
across Londen and
jumped on the players’
coach together with

goalkeeper Chris Light-
foot wha taught at the
same Essex school.

Just as well for the
club - he scored twice
in Wealdstone's first-
ever victory against a
Football League side,
running out 3-2 win-

- ners inthe replay. Ferry

losing in a replay at St Albans !

went to school the next morning
and was called to the Headmas-
ters office. Excuse at the ready, he
knocked on the door and went in,
The Headmaster looked up and
pulled a copy of The Sun from his
desk, with the back page headline
“Ferry, Ferry Good” for all to see.
It took the wind out of Ferry's
sails, but thankfully the head just
looked up and smiled!

It earned Wealdstone another
tie v Reading, this time at Lower
Mead where the previous
season’s result was reversed:
Keith Furphy and George
Duck (penalty) scored
ina 2-1 victory, Stones
were on a roll!

Come Christmas and
the New Year and - for the
firstand only time -VWeald-
stone were still in the FA
Cup with a tie at top flight
QPR set for January 7.
Stones revelled in the
attention and even wore a
spansored kit for the first
time as Ariola Records provided
training and match kit for the day.

Stones battled and harried their
opponents and in truth were un-
lucky to lose 4-0, a scoreline that
flattered the hosts. Rangers
seemed to get far more of the de-
cisions than they were due. It re-
mains today the furthest the club
have ever got in the competition.

Come 1979 and once again
‘Stones were in the first round,
this time facing another
league side in Div Three
Southend United at Lower
Mead, but a single goal was
enough to see the visitors tri-
umph. This was becoming by
far the best spell the club had
ever had in the FA Competi-
tions as in 1982 they once
again reached the first round,
this time losing out at Swin-
don Town by 2-0 -and in
1983 they eventually beat
local rivals Enfield in a First
Round second replay to earn
the right to visit Layer Road,
Colchester United. Another
four-goal defeat ended the

fﬂ

run once again...and in 1985 an-
other |-0 defeat to Reading (viaa
penalty kick) saw a first-round exit
to a Div Three side who were rid-
ing high, unbeaten in their division,

This was the only season that
Stones have been exemptuntil the
competition proper - reward for
winning the non-League double in
1985.

The following year a 3-0 victory
at Dagenham earned a hame tie

with Swansea City. Stones were

% unlucky not to win a match that

¢

eventually finished |-| before
postponements and an
) ’ abandoned game in
South Wales set up a
much-anticipated re-
play ten days after the
original tie. The delays
seemed to impact Stones’
performance though and
the Whites ran out win-
ners by four goals to one.
It signalled the end of an
extraordinary run of rela-
tive success in the competition,
reaching the first round or better
eight times in eleven seasons.
Wealdstone's Great Cup Disap-
pointments #4 is probably that it
then took over 20 years before
*Stones returned to the competi-
tion proper in 2009 when
Rotherham United were visitors
to The Vale. Wealdstone were
then in the Ryman League Premier
Division, three levels below their
visitors, and a comical goatkeeping

;'A jub;fanf Alex Reid salutes his
| winner at Grimsby last season.
" Picture: SEAN TROUP

error put us behind. But Stones
rallied well to bring the score
back to 2-3 and had chances to
equalise ina hugely uplifting
second half. A great day!

Six more years were to pass be-
fore ‘Stones qualified for the first
round again in 2015 .... to play
Colchester United again, at the
Vale. Stones led 2-1 in the first
half but the Essex side proved too
good on the day, winning 6-2.

It was another nine years later,
2024 that Stones were handed
an unappetising First Round tie at
Grimsby Town - an EFL Two club
who had been promoted from
the National League a couple of
years earlier.

Stones had nothing to lose after
a long journey and perhaps a tie
that neither side really wanted,
even up to kick off. But by five
o'clock it was a momentous day
for Wealdstone (in a disappoint-
ing season) as we ran out winners
by the only goal. Thanks, Alex
Reid. It earned a tie at home to
neighbours and former league
rivals Wycombe Wanderers,

Afullhouseand live on ITV
(even with a daft |1.30am kick off
time) made for a great atmo-
sphere and a spirited perfor-
mance in defeat, but the sweet
‘cup taste’ might just be back,
Can the side repeat the
relative success of the late
70s and 80°? Ask me at
about 5pm this afternoon.




GUY MUMMERY

Local Roofing Specialist

01895 621070
07966 130971

b.mummery@sky.com
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- HIPS
R OF THE BEST FISH &C
¥§¥E§L|§HMENT:|N ENGLAND
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pRACUDA

-2 EADSONE PARADE, HEADSTONE DRIVE, HARROW HAI 4UW 0208427 1330

RUISLIP, HA7 7AN
01895 636776
sales@homeflairdiy.co.ul

HOMEFLAIR

DIY IN RUISLIP SINCE 1978 IN THE AREA

PAINT COLOUR MIXING AND MATCHING: ALL
THE MAJOR BRANDS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

merchandise

Your number one, local award winning
branded merchandise supplier

Over 75 years comblined experience, meaning we guarantee:

+ Defiver ontime
+ Deliver quality products
* Have unbeatable prices
* Give impeccable service

Let our expert teamn source for your next exhibition or giveaway.
Kit out your staff or say thank you to customers.

Express turnarounds and low MOQs.

Getin touch or popin and visit!
Quote WEALDSTONE for 10% off your first order with us.

=

1214 HIGH STREET

PAINT SPECIALIST

EGGANDMATZO ORGLUTEN-FREE

Merchandise Ltd, Unit 8 Adler Industricl Estate,
Betam Road, Hayes, Middlesex, UB3 15T

Tel: 01895 438 459
Email: soles@merchandise.co.uk

1
TAKEAWAY AND RESTAURANT: FISHFRIED, GRILLED,

WEBSITE: www.barracudarestaurant.co.uk
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Sponsoring a match is a great way to celebrate an
occasion or advertise your organisation’s support.
Packages start for fans at just £495 for 4 people, and for
businesses at £595 + VAT for 4 people.

As a Wealdstone FC match sponsor you will enjoy match tickets for 4 people
(inc. prime main stand seats if required); a fantastic advertising package,
including publicity over the PA system; website and social media together
with a piece in the programme; boardroom, Gordon Bartlett Lounge or Main

fean occasion or

rtise your support!

Hall hospitality including a pre-match hot meal with wines and half-time refreshments courtesy of in-house caterer Lynn
Evans; match-day programmes for all in your party; a dedicated table for you and your guests throughout your stay; the
naming and presenting of the ‘Man of the Match’ award; and a souvenir memento of your day. Our match sponsors and
their guests are all entertained in surroundings befitting such a special occasion be it a birthday, anniversary or any other
special event! VVe will work with you to ensure you and your guests get to enjoy a truly memorable experience.
For detalls contact abbeychandler@wealdstonefc.com

CHARLTON ATHLETIC pre-Season Friendly
BALL DONDRS: Toby Jackson (Lapets Badges)

MI DONS Pre-Season Friendly
BALL DONORS: Wealdstone FC Community Trust

(UEENS PARK RANGERS Pre-Season riendly
BALL DONORS: Wealdstone FC Community Trust

SLOUGH TOWN Pre-SeasonFriendy
BALL DONORS: Wealdstone FC Community Trust

TRURG CITY Augusts, Enterprise National League
MATCH SPONSORS: Inmemory o Mick Wels | Ruislip Windows
BALL DONOR: Adam Rowlands aka Turf Doclor

WOLVERHAMPTON WANDERERS

August12, NatonalLeague Cup
BALLDONORS: Wealdstone FC Supporters Club

FC HALIFAX TOWN ugest16, Enterprise National League

MATCH SPONSOR: Middlesex Meat
BALL DONORS: Mike & Val Weston

CARLISLE UNITED ugustza Entrprise NationalLeague
MATCH SPONSOR: Harrow Windows
BALL DONGR: Ray Comer

ROCHDALE Augyst0,Enteprise NatinalLeague
MATCH SPONSORS: Clear Insurance Management
BALL DONORS: Mark Snell

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\‘t\\\\'\\WW&WMNWWNN‘WMW&W\\\\MN\

SOUTHEND UNITED Auguston, vt NaonaLeage

MATCH SPONSORS: Bugter Grou
BALL DONORS: Wealdstone FC

GATESHEAD September 13, Enterprise NatonalLeague

MATCH SPONSOR: Rolfe East
BALL DONORS: Your name here?

LEICESTER CITY _
uann%ais'r:’ m&fﬁ‘?&ﬁmm

EASTLEIGH Septerber 27, Enterprise Ntional League
MATCH SPONSOR: In Memory of Eva and Peter Newman
BALL DONOR: Tony Paclley

| Rolfe East
outh

 ALTRINCHAM octsbers, Enterprise Netioal Loague

MATCH SPONSOR: Quastels
BALL DONOR: Darrell Parsons

WHITSTABLE TOWN october 1,5 cupéth Oualtying Round

MATCH SPONSOR: David Lei
BALL DONOR: Danny Kinde

NOTTINGHAM FOREST

October 15, National League Cup

BALL BONGRS; Wealdstone FC Supparters Clb

SUTTON UNITED Oeoer 25 Entrprieatonalae

h

BALLDONOR: JohMorton.

 BRAINTREE TOWN Novernbers, nterpise aiona eague

MATCH SPONSOR: Rolfe East
BALLDONOR: Tony Platt

FOREST GREEN ROVERS Nov2, Enerprise National Leage

MATCH SPONSORS: RuislirWinduwsl Harrow Windows
BALL DONORS: Heads Upt!

WESTBROMWICH ALBION

Novermber 25 NationalLeague Cup

BALL DONORS: Wealdstone FC Supporters Club
BOREHAM WOOD pecember 2, Enterprise National Leage

MATCH SPONSORS: Your nama hare?
BALLDONORS: Mike Pullin & Graham Clark

WOKING sancary 7. Entorprise NetonalLeague
MATCH SPONSORS: Your nagna here?
BALLDONORS: Your namehora?

TAMWORTH Janwary21 Enterprise Naional Leagee

MATCH SPONSORS: Brunel Uriversiy
BALL DONORS: Your name here?

MORECAMBE sanuary 31, EntrpriseNationalLeagee:
MATCH SPONSORS: Yournamehers?
BALL DONORS: Graham Clark & Mike Pullin

YORK CITY Fobruary 14 Enterprise Naionaleage
MATCH SPONSOR: Rofe East
BALL DONORS: Your name herg?

BRACKLEY TOWN rFeuary 25 Evterprie NationeLeagee
MATCHSPONSORS: Brunel University
BALLDONORS: Yoursiame here?

HARTLEPOOL UNITED Fetruary 28 Enterpise NatinalLeague
MATCH SPONSORS: Your name here?
BALL DONORS: In Memory of Bian ‘Kat Kelly

& match ball

g A package for businesses (from £225
§  +vat) or fans (£180) for four people

. thatgives you the satisfaction of know-
ing you've paid for the ball that Weald-
stone are banging into the net (or out of
the ground!). '
You get: * 4 x Match tickets * 4 x Captains’ Lounge hospitality +
refreshments and snacks * Publicity over the PA system and via
the official club website and social media * 4 x match-day pro-
grammes * | x Signed Ball

Call Peter Worby on 07967 698370 or John Young on
07874 846785 for more details.

R,

SOLIHULL MOORS Verch s Evterpris Neionalsgee
* MATCH SPONSORS: Yout namafiers?
i BALEDONORS: Yournama here?

YEOVIL TOWN March 25, Enterrise NationalLeague

MATCH SPONSORS: Enterprise
BALL DONORS: Yournama here?

'BOSTONUNITED March 28, Evterpris Naonel Leages
MATCH SPONSOR: Rolfe East
:_BﬁLL DONORS: Yourname heret

ALDERSHOT TOWN Apite, ExerpriseNetonl gue
MATCH SPONSORS: Your name here?
BALLDONORS: Your name hare?

' SCUNTHORPE UNITED ot 6. s o agee
- MATCH SPONSORS: Yo natis here?
 BALLDONORS: Ron Moore, Dava Ediwards
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" FACupgames involving
| National League sides

" | Farnham Town vs Sutton United

| AFC Totton vs Truro City
Alfrincham vs Harborough
Aveley vs Gateshead

| Braintree Town vs Farnborough Town
| Carlisle United vs Boston United

Dorking Wanderers vs Aldershot Town
Eastbourne Borough vs Boreham Wood
" | Ebbsfieet United vs Solihull Moors

| Gainshorough vs Hartlepool United
Hampton & Richmond vs Eastleigh
Hemel Hempstead vs Yeovil Town
Morecambe vs Chester

" | Rochdale vs York City

Tuesda
21st October
=] 7:00pm

Py
FOREST
National League Cup

Sutton United

Saturda
25th October

Enterprise National League

Bra;ntree Town

3  Saturday
5} 8th November
3:00

Enterprise National League

Wealdstone st team travel is sponsored by Osmo,
specialists in the supply of wood finishes

Saturday
18th October
:00pm

Enterprise National League

Yeovil Town

;om. TOWN fo

Tuesday
4th Novemher
45pm

Enterprise National League

Hartlepool United

YT saturday
(: * 15th November

P 3:00pm

Eh
free

Enterprise National League

Mmﬂ o AN @Gﬁh

Rochdale

Forest Green Rovers
Carlisle United
Boreham Wood
Scunthorpe United
Halifax Town
York City
Southend United
Tamworth
Wealdstone
Yeovil Town
Hartlepool United
Eastleigh
Gateshead

15 Boston United

16 Brackiey Town
1T Solihull Moors

18 Woking

19 Aldershot Town
20 Altrincham

21 Braintree Town
22 Sutton United
23 Truro City

24 Morecambe.
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CONSTRUCTING THE FUTURE
MAINTAINING THE PAST

pf

gpflewis.co.uk




