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Gaytonians £ail

in league title bid

A CLUBCALL Cup clash on an arti-
ficial pitch against one of the lead-
ing clubs in the HFS Loans League
awaits Harrow Borough on Satur-
day when they make the long 200
mile trek north to face Hyde United.

Hyde have two claims to fame.
The first is holding the unenviable
record of the heaviest ever FA Cup
defeat, having lost 26-0 to Preston
in 1887. The second is the astroturf
pitch at their Tameside Stadium
ground - one of only two senior non-
league clubs in the country that poss-
ess the much-maligned playing sur-

But the rospect of facing the Ti-
gers, as Hyde are known, on the
“Plastic Peril’ holds few fears for

- See page 58
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Borough boss Tom McAlister who
experienced astroturf at Queens
Park Rangers during his West Ham

playing days.

“Most of the fear in playing on ar-
tificial pitches is in the mind” he
said. I didn’t find it too bad, al-
though you always knew you'd
been in a match afterwards. “

Providing Borough can adapt,

_McAlister is confident they will do

well. A short passing game is ideal
on such surflczfs hesnys whereas a
long ball game is unsuited as the
ball tends to run away from you.
Borough get their chance to accli-
matise to plastic tonight (Thursday)
when they will be training on Fel-
tham’s astroturf pitch wit a set of

all-weather surface boots lent to
them by QPR.

But any concern they might har-
bour over the surface should be al-
layed by the fact that Hyde, unlike
nearby Football plastic pitch
specialists Oldham, do not have a re-
cord of invulnerability on their
pitch. They have lost three league
games on it this season as well as an
FA Cup match against Marine.

McAlister is already aware of

.Hyde’s capabilities both on grass

and plastic, Iuvin%_ had them wat-
ched in their FA Trophy defeat at
Kingstonian as well as in a recent
league match at Hyde.

“They are a capable side and well
organised,” he said. “Five of their

players are full timers, so I'm
expecting a hard game.”

Disappointingly, McAlister him-
self will not be playing against
Hyde, having ruptured a thigh mus-
cle aﬁ:iensl Dulwich - an injury that
will keep him out of action for the
rest of the season and could pos-
sibly spell the end of his distin-

ished career.

“It’s finished me for the rest of
the season,” he said “I'm disappoin-
ted that I won't be playing but the
way we played after I went off
against Dulwich, they obviously
don’t need me.”

McAlister’s place in goal will be
taken by Steve Osgood, the Alder-
shot reserve keeper, who has been

signed on a month’s loan.

But McAlister has other selection

problems. Billy Beggs misses the

ame through suspension, while
nge Tapley, on loan from neigh-
bours Wealdstone, is cup tied.

Also ineligible is lively midfiel-
der Paul Barracliff who was signed
by Borough for £2,000 from Hayes
on Friday after completing a five
week loan spell at Chalfont St Peter.

But on the plus side Ray Duffy,
who recently retuned to Earlsmead
from Hendon, is eligible to play
while injured midfielder Mark Hop-
son is ex| to be fit enough to
take his place in the side.

The Borough team will be jour-
neying north on Friday night and

Injury time goal
lifts the Lions

| . g
Borough look to tame the Tigers - and their plastic pitch
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staying overmight in Rochdale prior
to the game. Several hundred sup-
goncrs are expected to make the trip

ut a supporters coach, which is
leaving Earlsmead at 9am on Satur-
dar still has a handful of seats avail-
able for anyone wishing to go.
Return fare is £10 and tickets can be
obtained from Dennis O’Leary at
the club.

Borough officials will be hastily
returning from Hyde in the early
hours of Sunday morning to prepare
Earlsmead for a Vauxhall League re-
presentative match which by an
amazing coincidence is against the
HFS Loans League. Kick off is at
12 oclock midday, but there are no
Borough or Hyde players involved.

|Beaten Wembley
back in trouble

The Slough goal

: £10,000 striker goes on list
machine makes

. . Hitchin 2 Wembley 1 ful header from Dereck
) WEMBLEY'S relegation wor- Brown’s comer before they
oro Su er a aln ries quickly retumed follow- eventually equalised in the
ing a dinppol:il:lling 72ndfedmmn'ﬂ‘te.  Hutchin-
lough Town 4 Harrow Borou " formance at Hitcl on son
Situgh Town 4 ono y. writes Rickard Huichinson on the right and
~  SLICK Slough gave Borough another sharp-lesson in fini Markiewicz. wi was unable
at Wexham Pgarkggn Wgt:u t, writes John Comfort. The home side took the lead to_ hold his fiercely struck

Borough let in five against the title chasers at Earlsmead two in the 5th minute when Sean drive, Bobby Hut fol-
weeks ago and the pattern was a similiar one on Tuesday. Pearson’s drive through a lowed up to net.

The mauling started as early as the Sth minute when a great crowded oalmouth beat the l-!owevuzlnyhopuofm-
one-two between Thompson and Langley carved open the visit- diving Jeff Fanner. vaging a point were dashed six
ors’ defence and Thompson slipped Slough’s opener pasi Bor- Fanner brﬂhxnﬂmpt out minutes later when another
ough’s on loan from Aldershot keeper Steve Osgood. 12 goalbound efforts | Andy fensive allowed the un-
minutes later Thompson’s cross was headed home by the un- Dunn and lan Lindsay and marked Lindsay to drill home
marked Stanley and Slough were threatening to run riot. also blocked a close range Hitchin's winner from a Neuf-

But to their credit Borough battled back with Duncan Hardy header from Paul Bowgett as ville’s cross.
and Eamon O’Connor both going close, and at the start of the ﬂmhin dominated the rest of Wa: : Fanner, HWH:I!;

second half only a fine save from Lester prevented Paul Barra-
cliff from scoring after he had wriggled his way into the box.

Barracliff was denied again when he was blatantly body
checked by Knight in the box but nothing was given and it
proved the turning point of the game as subdued Slough came
alive again after this let off.

Thompson put Stanley through to make it 3-0 in the 77th min-
ute and when Ray Duffy foolishly lost the ball to Rake two min-
utes later, he found Stanley who fired home Slough’s fourth.

Superb goalkeeping from Lester denied Borough even a con-
solation goal. He somehow clawed away Paul Ripley’s close
range header and then when the ball was returned to the area he
magnificently turned over a rasping shot from Sean Priddle that
was destined for the roof of the net.

Harrow Borough: Osgood, Payne (Waddock), Tapley, Ro-
gers, Priddle, O’Connor, Barrowcliff, Hardy, Gurney, Fraser (Ri-
pley), Duffy.

Janaway, Graham, Williams,
Brown, P. Bryan, B. Hutchin-
son, Gulfer.

half.

Wembley hit back briefly
after the break and Paul Jan-
away hit the bar with a power-

Evans is doubtful

AN ankle injury makes defender Steve Evans doubtful for
Kingsbury’s home game against on Saturday. .

White's groin injury is causing some concern and he is
now due to see a iali

‘Wembley have no injury problems for their visit to Chaifont
St Peter. Laurence Murphy is added to the squad that lost at Hit-
chin on Tuesday.

Reserve keeper Sean Hourihan performed well against Har-
ingey and looks set to keep his place when Edgware visit Brook
House. John Mangan who has a hamstring injury is doubtful al-
though Vince Deritis who has a similar injury and Lee Rider
who has been suffering from a bout of gastro enteritis are both

it

uﬁud to be fi
yners Lane manager Don Durkin adds teenager John
Wood to his squad for their game against Moreton Town.

Soccer fixtures

WEALDSTONE have
dramatically transfer lis-
ted the club’s record
signing, £10,000 striker
Tony Kelly, following a
bust up with manager
Alan Gane.

Since he was signed
from Hayes in the close
season by Gane’s predeces-
sor Tony Jennings, the bur-
den of his big money tag
has weighed heavily on
Kelly’s shoulders.

Although he leads Weald-
stone’s goalscoring list with
16 strikes, Kelly's perfor-
mances have been seen as less
than adequate and Gane has
been far from happy with his
contributions.

transfer listed defender Steve
T:

apley.

With Kelly not being consid-
ered for selection, Wilkins
will keep his place in the
Wealdstone squad on Saturday
when they visit Corby, but
Stones will be without John
Margerrison who starts a three
match suspension.

Paul Goyette was also due
to start a ban, but Stones have

in%-hn
h words were later ex-

changed between the two and
Gane reacted by slapping Kel-
ly on the transfer list with
Stones looking for a substan-
tial fee for him, although they
are unlikely to recoup any-
thing like their outlay. 2
The rift between the two
didn’t end there, however. Kel-
ly was named as substitute for
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Westley wins it for Stones in 32 seconds

Ashford 0 Wealdstone 1
DESPITE their late arrival, after the
team coach ran out of fuel in Harrow
Weald, Wealdstone were quick to
strike at Ashford on Tuesday night,
scoring what proved to be the winning

oal after just 32 seconds, writes
teve Marshall.
It came when Dave Flint's cross

found Graham Westley who turned
and slotted a firm shot under the advan-

ci X

lgshfmd hit back immediately and
Darren William, who excelled through-
out, brilliantly held Ross’s dangerous

hit the inside of the post.

Williams saved well from Bagley
and he was then thankful to see Rayner
shoot vlz(ide following Steve Smart’s

But Stones had already done enough
to secure the points and should be
pleased with their gritty performance
which earned them only their third
away league win of the season.

‘ealdstone: Williams, Smart, Harri-
son, Risk, Morris, Margerrison, John-

Wealdstone enjoyed a fine second
cross. half and should have increased their

Tim Hulme then struck the crossbar lead with Johnstone and Lynch stone, Goyette, Westley, Flint, Lynch.
from 22 yards and five minutes later he missing good chunces. Subs: Olaleye, Wilkins.
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