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CUP MAYHEM

Double invasion at Twickenham
sours the celebrations

MOMENT OF GLORY ... Richard Hill lifis the John Player Cup, but Bath's celebrations were soured.

suggest that the four times
cup * winners should be
ejected from the competition
next season.

The man in the middle,
37-year-old Liverpool refer-
ee Fred Howard, refused to
be drawn into the con-
troversy.

He said: “I took the
players off for safety reasons
and was then advised by Mr
Wood that it would be un-
wise to take them back onto
the field.”

Bath Captain Richard
Hill, who helped stewards
clear fans off the pitch, took
his players to the Wasps

dressing room afterwards to
apologise.

“It was such a disappoint-
ing 3 for the final to end,”
he said. “There really is no
excuse for behaviour of that
sort.”

Wasps Secretary John
Langley said the club would
not be objecting to the aban-
donment because their situ-
ation by then was ir-
retrievable.

But he added: “It would
have been a different story if
the scores had been closer.”

There would not have
been any pitch invasion if
‘Wasps had managed to hold

Old Gayts gunning for glory

stacle, they face a much
mhrueond mnd tie
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WASPS’ courageous
John Player Cup
challenge ended in disap-
s rum 0’ pointment as Bath lifted
& c ” the trophy for a record
v’ fourth successive year at
i the ea”h Twickenham on = Satur-
day. ;
W THE DISCRACEFUL But the West Country
W scenes at the end of giants had their moment of
L) Saturday’s John glory loutishly soured by a
Wy Player Cup final were mindless section of their sup-
" the worst ever porters.
¢ at Hundreds of fans, many
Twickenham. of them clearly drunk,
When drunken poured onto Twickenham’s
: %, of !iaol:!owed turfl after Nigel
s S supporters twice man’s injury time try
g on to the hadbput the result beyond
itch to “celebrate’ doubt.
fm, team’s success The pitch was cleared but
Y both sets of players after Stuart Barnes con-
were forced to head verted, the yobbos returned
D! for the safety of the to dance, sing, steal the
¥ dressing rooms and match ball and grapple with
i the RFU took the astomshed Twickenham
G d d step of
X abandoning the .-rno, Bothsets of players h:aded
i with two minutes still  for the tunnel and, although
left to play. there were still two minutes
Bath claim the left to play, Rugby Football
disturbances were Union Secretary Dudley
caused by Bristol Wood ordered the match to
soccer fans. But the be abandoned.
blame lies squarely at Bath players and officials
their door. They were claimed afterwards that the
S their supporters and disturbance was caused by
they must be groups of soccer fans from
controlled. Bristol.
There may have The RFU, however, is
been no vlolom intent likely to lay the blame
to the i but q ly at Bath’s door.
thcmlmllon minority Their officials accepted
clearly besmirched the that there was no violent in-
¥ good name of rugby, tent to the invasion but one
¢ a great said afterwards that fences
4 sporting occasionand  May still have to be con-
& soured Bath’s moment sidered for Twickenham.
d of glory. Another went so far as to
They must not be
allowed to do it again.
& bt Forkioh ooy e
£ tf nces may have
N torbe cenglierad &t OLD GAYTONIANS have
5\ Twi ck.k:hn'm' ': 2“' a tough ﬁrr hurdle to ov-
W) do mal back for a Middlesex Sevens “
N e ] fifth successive final Twiokentam:
ANy ik |8 next year cages may
i\ be the only solution to Glzlh competing for
A curb the moronic :" rst time at the
fringe. inals, meet Wakefield in
g \\ Whatever happens their first round match.
\ \:‘ the yobs must not win. But if they can over-
\, come this formidable ob-

or
High Wvoambo
That would put Gayts
_ into the semi finals.

The matches last sev-.
en minutes each way, ex-
cept for the final, which
is ten minutes each way.

Even the fittest of

teams will find the going
tough on the wide open
space Twickenham
and Gm will be more
than happy if they do
reach the semis.

ir team is: lan
Abott,  Steve mgw.
Doug Maxted,
Thomas (c-pt-ln). Nlcln
Earnshaw, Nick Dickins,
Alan Yarrow.

=== SOCCER ROUND UP

onto the 12-4 half time lead

given them by a Rob An-

drew drop goal and con-
version and a Huw Davies

try and penalty.

Bath, however, turnéd on
the power in the second half
to add two converted tries
and a penalty to their first

half try.

The holders knew they
had been in a batile, though,
as Hill admitted after the
game: “We were all shocked

at the way Wasps played to-
day, th

play.

“We are going to have to
sit down and take this one
in. It was so physically and

mentally taxing.
“Every final

show character.

just.”

Wasps Captain  David
Pegler remained cheerful de-
“We all
throughly enjoyed it,” he
said.

spite the defeat.

ey made it extremely
hard for us and did not let us

we  have
played in we have had to
We have
confidence in each other’s
ability and managed to claw
our way back — but only
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Seaside special for Boro

Bognor Regis Town 1
Harrow Borough 3

HARROW BOROUGH
ended the season on a
high note by gaining swift
revenge over Bognor
Regis Town on Wi

| day last week.

Boro, who had lost 1-0
athome to Town the pre-
vious Saturday, made
amends with a fine dis-
play, much to the delight
of manager Keith Cham-
berlin, who drove all the
way from Oxford to Sus-
sex for the match.

Teenaged miurielderPhil
Dicker celebrated his call
up by signing a contract
with Boro — and netting
a brilliant debut goal in
the 56th minute.

Seizing on, a Colin
- Payne throuyr ball, the
19-year-old rounded two
defenders and the keeper
before sliding home a de-
lightful shot.

Bognor, however,

Jevel
DdlclemnglGillhud
er off the line only for

Price to nod the ball
home.

Chances came and
went for both sides before
Boro went back in front
in the 73rd minute. Matt
Loddy, who looked as if
he was about to be sub-
stituted fired home the re-
bound after setting up a
chance for Holmes which
was blocked.

Holmes put the icing
on the Boro cake in the
83rdminuteby thumpinga
Dicker cross high into the
roof of the net.

The result leaves Boro
with a final placing of
sixth in the VOL Premier
Division.

They were level on
points and goal difference
with fifth placed Bognor
but had scored less goals.

R{mgn with a 3-0 defeat lt
aidenhead and a 1-1
draw with Hampton.

Wem finished
72 pom?:kyfrom MM:‘Z‘
mat

Baridngside 0, Edgware 1
Colin Little scored the
27th minute winner that
assures Edgware of at
l;std:ougth place in the
ndon Spartan League.
The week belgore
Wares slipped to a disap-
gomtmg 1-0 reverse at
ome to Northwood.

Harrow Boro Reserves
clinched third spot in the
Suburban Luxue with a
4-1 home win over Ux-
bridge.

Before that, Boro went

down 3-0 to Hounslow
and 1-0 to Hendon in a
hectic finale to their sea-
son.

happy ending

DO YOU PLAY TENNIS?

or

d Player —
a place for you.

your

we have

PINNER LAWN TENNIS cLuB

LITI'LE MOSS LANE PINNER

Offering 3 shale and 3 all-weather courts, licensed

bar, active junior section, profedsional coaching.

Why not come and join us at our
OPEN DAY, SUNDAY 17th MAY

from 10.30 am — Refreshments available

Enquiries tel. 866 5719/8848 .
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