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Wealdstone seek a

move to Earlsmead

Talks open with Boro’ on

ground sharing next season

WEALDSTONE and Harrow Bor- beerver Sport Exclusive
ough have opened discussions on 2, M:- Gransby ]
sharing Borough’s Earl d

ground next season. :

Stones chairman David Morritt
wants to move in with Borough for a
year while he ‘builds the club’s néw
stadium, but Stones have also ap-
proached Barnet.

Club secretary Peter Braxton this week
confirmed that n:i(l)ﬁalions are -underway
for the move, which is sure to shock
supporters of both clubs.

*“We have made an approach to Harrow
Borough in the form of a letter from
myself to the secretary of Borough and
discussions have taken plaee. We hope to
move there next season,” he said.

“As we are gearing ourselves to leave
here at the end of this season, we are
looking for a ground share situation, while
our new ground is being built.

“We think the new stadium will take
nine_months from start to finish. If we

. moved from Lower Mead at the end of
i this season and shared for a further year

we would give ourselves enough time. We
, might even be in the new ground by the
of season 1988-89.”

Harrow ‘Borough press director Steve
Williams confirmed: **We have been asked
to ground share by Wealdstone. They

‘wrote us a letter asking us to consider it

. for one season until their new premises are

located and built.
**We wrote back to Wealdstone confirm-
ing our agreement in principle, but we

# have heard nothing from them since. That

was about two months ago. Tt needs to be
:)ned out quickly because if they do not

o ing by the end of the year we

would have to be talking about the season
afterwards instead.” Y

Borough have to confirm their ground
details'and enter teams in the Vauxhall-Opel
League and Surburban League by the end
of January, so any further hold-up would
rule them out of an agreement for next
season.

Peter Braxton said the hold-up was not
intentional. “We have a problem at our
end which means we cannot do anything
right now. It is a technicality we have to
overcome, but if everything goes according
to plan within the next couple of months
we will be able to go ahead again.

*“If not, there would have to be a re-think
and it might mean staying here for another
season. g

. Borough’s Steve Williams has promised
his club’s supporters that a ground-sharing
move will not be the preludger to-anything
more drastic. 2

“We would make it clear that any move
will only be for one season. anything
longer than that can get too comfortable
and before you know where you are the
two clubs are merged. That will not happen,
we want to keep our separate identities,

But Wealdstone are still pressing ahead
with plans for a completely new. Found.
so any merger scheme seems unlikely.

Vice-chairman Alan Clifton “said: “We
are still looking at four or five sites. They
are all in the London Borough of Harrow,
there is no way we will move out of the
borough. But although we have come to

It's another away day for Borough

HARROW Borough man-
ager Keith Chamberlin
knew exactly where to look
for his club’'s name when
the draw for the third qual-
ifying round of the FA
Trophy was made on Mon-

ay.

*1 looked straight down
the list and studied the
away teams first,” he said
*“and sure enough there we
were.”

said.
“Obyvi

l‘\(; been in charge,” he

By
[somm comters ]

It was an away tie against
fellow  Vauxhall-Opel
League ier Division ri-
vals Dulwich Hamlet, and
that didn’t surprise the Bor-
ough boss in the slightest.

“We've not had a home
draw in the Trophy since

very strong.”

dence Borou;
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inting to be drawn away,
but if it had to be anyone
it might just as well be
them because they’re not

And by a strange coinci-
to go out of their way. to
give Dulwich the

November 21. For the pre-

vious Saturdlghgorough are

club in a league fixture.

Keith is new
league boss

Kinfsbury Town’s re-
ward for_their fine second
lifying round win over
illericay on Saturday is
an away trip to face Tooting
and Mitcham,

“They're a premier divi-
sion side and it won't- be
easy,” said Kingsbury man-
ager Terry Dyson, “but we
must have a chance if we
go there and perform.

“I'm pleased \.ye're not

Saturda) laying anyone from our
- : l:a;':l&l We already have to
play these teams twice a
season so it's good not to
have them in the Trophy."

it's disap-

won't have

“once

mpion Hill

an offer to
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bley.

GM Vauxhell _ Conference:
Wealdstone v Telford United

Leagus: Yeading
v Harrow Borough reserves.

(Lower Mead, 3pm). Tueaday November 10
Division: . Vauxhal-Opel League Pre-
v erm':'" and Ea::n mier Division: Leyton-
3pm). Wingate v-Harrow Borough,
; :on One: Staines Twlrt
sion One: am v Ki
bury Town; Uxbridge v wm Kingsbury Town.

League: Wealdstone
v Wimbledon (Lower Mead,
7.30pm).

Suburban : Harrow
Borough reserves v Edgware
Town reserves (Earlsmead,
7.30pm).

the
new manager of the Vauxhall Opel League’s representa-
tive team.

The Harrow Borough boss was given the job for the
League’s match against the British Police at Imber
Court last week and guided them to a 2-0 success.

Afterwards he was invited to take on the job permanent-

ly.
“Naturally enough I've accepled,” said Kelth. “it's a
nice little h'tymouv for h:. club.”

Soccer fixtures

]

some sort of agreement with Harrow. Bor-
ough, if we have not found a new site by
the end of the season we will stay a Lower
Mead for another year.”

Wealdstone have also written to GM
Vauxhall Conference rivals Barnet to discuss
sharing their Underhill ground.

“Barnet are willing to talk to us but'n
firm discussions have taken place,” said
Peter, Braxton."“We don’t really want to
go there. We want to stay in I*f;rrow for
our supporters.” X

1 d.that the techni tBat is

{ currently_holding- up further n;iotiitions

between Wealdstone and Borough regards
the selling of Lower Mead. A development
is expected this week, and if things 80
according to plan, discussions could beﬂ:
again between the clubs by the end of thi
year. If that happens, it could be full
steam ahead for the sharing plan. 3
Many hurdles will have to be overcome..
Providing Stones are not relegated, the
two clubs will have to seek an inter-league
ient between the Conference and the
auxhall-Opel League to decide which
club’s fixtures take priority in the event of
a clash. The move would also have to be
sanctioned by the FA.

@ Earlsmead — Wealdstone are aiming to share the ground with Harrow Borough next season

Borough’s reserve team would .have
problems too. It would be totally
impractical to have three sides using one
pitch, so the reserves would have to plry
elsewhere or disband.

Earlsmead would have to meet the Con-
ference’s sln'ng:nt ground grading system.
9 cuhr;ﬁng)lr” ; Eﬁx;l:‘c' Ahyqde rom the

‘auxhall- ut improvements
would need to be made before it is
suitable for'Conference football. d

Ifan is signed, the Confé s
grading i i d
and make recommendations about work
to be carried out. Another problem would
be who would ‘ray for the work.

et:

“All these details will be the basis of
further . di " said Weald ’s
Peter Braxton.

Should :the a| t go ahead, it will

be a reciprocal move for the clubs. In
l973g i °'M"1’|“B‘:'e‘§uﬁm:nmmn ;;:&md
was virtual ilt, they pla at
Lower #end for aytimc. 5 i

*““Wealdstone are our neighbours and
they helped us out before, so we felt we
should try-and help them. But the scheme
also makes good mathematical sense and
the low behind it is good,” said Borough'’s
Steve Williams.

Tamworth will not be the
Amd-ﬂuﬁdldt&u"w:z:’

No second chance for Stones
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