PART ONE: - WHERE DID IT ALL BEGIN?




Cover photo: Early in 2016 | received an email from John Perry about a family member, George, who had played
for the first Wealdstone FC in 1892-3 and had a medal from the Middlesex Junior Cup Final of that year.

What transpired after some research and a couple of meetings was that George Perry had in fact played for the
club over five seasons but had not played in the final as he had been injured in an earlier match.

The medal, pictured on the cover, was attached to an Albert Watch Chain with a pocket watch. The ‘set’ had, we
believe, been presented to George by the club to record his part in the cup run prior to the final.

He was to return to play the following season before a further injury, a broken leg, which was to end his career.

INTRODUCTION

Thanks are due to Matteo Tonna for his efforts and assistance with researching match reports and details that
have been used to build this history. Thanks also to Terry Hissey and Martin Read for the read through and
corrections!

When | started research in 1997 for ‘The History of Wealdstone FC’, | began from the point that we all thought we
knew, the formation date of 1899-1900. That had been detailed on club badges and noted as the formation of the
club when the Golden Jubilee Handbook was published in 1950. Compiling the information available at the time
didn’t take long as much had been destroyed when the club left Lower Mead, still more was destroyed in a
subsequent fire, but from the remnants, and armed with a few phone numbers, research began.

Reading the Jubilee Handbook, it was very soon apparent that 1899-1900 wasn’t the formation date of the club
but a step on the way, not least as the quoted match report from the fixture against Northwood in 1899 stated
that “the club wore the same colours”. Further investigation in the Harrow Observers of the time also brought
forward comments that “a number of the same players were used”. The question was: same as what? And when?
It started a four-year process reading backwards in time establishing the facts as they were recorded and were
then available. With reasonable clarity, links were established back to the formation of two clubs, ‘The Oaks’ and
‘Cogswell & Harrison’ in Wealdstone in 1887, though there were a couple of older Harrow clubs that at the very
least had a number of players in common.

At that time, the path was outlined but some pieces of the jigsaw were missing, so the date of formation remained
the same. In an effort to build as complete a record of the club as possible, research continued and, as more
information has been found over twenty years later, gaps have been filled and we can now tell the story of two
Wealdstone Football Clubs.

What follows here is the story of the first of these clubs and the earliest days of the modern club.



WHERE DID IT ALL BEGIN

Football was being played in Harrow as early as 1870 with a number of sides playing under their own local variations
of the rules. Matches are even recorded as being played under one set of rules for the first half and a second set of
rules for the second period. They also sometimes involved twelve or thirteen players on each side and this was all

despite the establishment of the Football Association Rules in
1863, which were intended to set a standard for all clubs and all
matches nationwide.

By 1870 the rugby-style offside rule had been relaxed and
replaced with a rule that a player would be onside as long as
there were three opponents between him and the opposition
goal. Additionally, matches were now played with a crossbar tape
in place (literally, a tape tightened between two posts at the
agreed height to form the goal), with handling of the ball banned
on the field. Subsequent rule changes saw teams change ends at
half-time but only if a goal had been scored. A further
amendment in 1871 saw the introduction of the specific
Goalkeeper position. He became the only person allowed to
handle the ball in the act of protecting his goal. Prior to that it
was allowable for all players to catch the ball.

The senior clubs in the area in the 1870s were Harrow School and
Chequers who actually played in blue and white quartered shirts.
The Chequers were later renamed Old Harrovians to reflect their
origins at Harrow School, having already been recorded as such.

FOOTEALL.
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MaiTeR AT THE SreRir CarcEsT GroowD.~The
match bebwean the Wanderers and the Harrow Hovars
wad desided at the Hessolugton.oval on Wednesday.
In conzaquence of the heavy rains the ground was far
from being in & good condition for fooiball, being eo
ali a8 to prevent anyth liks & fine axhibition of
dripbmz;;. Tha conteat proved to be & very one-sided
affair, aa the Wandorera won by foar goals to none, two
of whioh were taken by A. F. Kinnaird, whilst C. J.
Chenoery and A, W. Howard contribated onevach. This
doefast may in & grest measurs be asoribed to the want
of knowladge dinp#lzfl by the Harrow men of the Foot-
Assooiation by which ths gams for the most
part was governed, Io the concluding portion of the
matoh the Harrow ralos were tod, bat withoat any
#nooeas reanlting the oontast was broaght to o termina.
B'I::.n u&u “"i_l-w;imm": Gﬂ.ﬁ‘!."i"ira.lmh,
e, b, Hopg, A. P. Kinssird, G, G. Keon

. Howard, F. Stilomsa, M. T. Morton, F. ﬂﬁﬁ’l:
Chenary, and W. P. Crake. — Harrow Hovers :
g, E. Bailey, C. B.Childe, —Pembeorton, i. C.
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. W. F. 0'Bhaghnossy, J. Mews.C G. C. Bridge.
fiu. Temple, J. C. Thompaon, J. Baird, and P, T.
[ L4501

Harrow Observer 16" December 1870
(The Harrow Rovers mentioned were in
existence for around three years and were

not part of the later club)

Most of the matches played were challenges but Harrow

\ o
S echpuiion DEAR JVDRpuiy SIS aw phvtnt gumm Chequers were entrants in three of the first six English (FA) Cup

clock \he ball was semi on lneswrss COMPEtitions without actually ever playing a match. In each
competition they scratched before their first tie.

. n__;:'&":""' e s i = \sdd 1he However, one of their players, Morton Betts, did play and is
lina, "‘# the ""w remembered for scoring the only goal in the first ever FA Cup
wail in the centmel the Fing| (1872).

He was playing for Wanderers versus Royal

::-u-—-l.
eame morh slower, the Old I-M:LH :_I.lm Engineers under the pseudonym “AH Chequer”, i.e. “A Harrow
1 mimed Chequer” reflecting the team for which he had previously played.
In addition to the Old Harrovians, an annual match was also
the Ol4 Harrovians atier  played locally by the Home-boarders of Harrow School and the

i Revvers .
enids and ‘Town’ side,
L

a A Mat ithetween the Town and Old Homeboard.ra was
slaged o Boxing-day in the Football Park, Harrow,

NEh PO Sear b Suth sbomons ox. i fr. Kiuloch eaptai i

3l ptained the Homeboarders,and Me. Guild.
Lm&w-ﬁ e l-hL St mﬂ team it seems fird the Town, Within a few minutes of startiog the
luriher gal was 1 th Ol Harrovians winaing by thires made up of local Homeboarders carried the ball down the grouand and
gosls Lo wone, e mank for the victors, and secarel a goal, After this, with the hill in their

for about 40 miuutes. Watson, Mann, and Guildford

Craka, Humlm, aned Vidal E‘“ servios, For the residents that favour, the Town defied the cfforts of their antagonists
f “Hha

Carnac, he Walchs, and Thoralons wers most consplcnous, bui  35seMmbled
nenrly all played well. Sides;

for made several rans up, and once brougbt the ball within
a few inches of their opponents’ goal, bat the danger

OLh MaRniviaws.—M. T. Morven (back ), ©. W, dicosk, W, P the matches  was averted by one of the H.-mebur;ieu‘l..blnd shortly
El'lblil H. M E.B.H . C.T. Reld iback), J. Bills . . afterwards they secared another goal. is was sue-
man, I'. Rhode, md:mm E.‘.‘I‘, L'hj:ur,, P which continued cecded by t'oyolhan in rather rapid succession, and

W. R Valal, sad V. Blaw. int th
'“fE Wee A M. T ple 5K Mown & . Thoraite e
L C. . A, M. Temple, J. H. Mews, A H, 1 ,
¥ K Tiorun, B C.Thoraton, F. L Paton. P, T, Rieett Car. 1580 S
nae, . J. B, Gilfard, A, W, Weich, and G, H, Keodal,

Uxbridge Gazette 2" January 1886

when time was called the Homeboarders were the

late wlnners by four goals to love. For them H. G. Kiuloch,

M. Kiuloch, R. H, Hayward and Haygarth and Brown
deserve high commendation, whiie for the Town,
Watson. Cooke. Mann, and Guildford all did well,

Bells Sporting Chronicle 24" December 1870

The Town side appears to have been a scratch side rather than a fore-runner of alocal club. It can be noted from



the match report that from the Home Boarders team Kinloch, Hayward, Haygarth and Brown were to progress into
the two local sides, as did Cooke and Mann from the Town team.

Mr Kay in responding to the toast of * The \With modern views and rivalry, it seems a little strange to start a

Oficers,” rald 1hat with all the sxcitement now

manifest in Harrow, it wes hard to believe that history of the first Wealdstone FC with the foundation of a Harrow
I‘clru ago such .l ss Association foet- side but we must, to reflect the origin of one of the two ‘bloodlines’

was unknown in distriot. Thirtesn (one red, one blue) that were a key part to the beginning and end

yoars age, he in conjanctirn with Mr Goshawk

and others, started & olab whioh eventaally Of the first Wealdstone FC. The very early days were recalled in a

beama the “ Harrow Rovem.” “H“!-!'I speech made at the Annual General Meeting of Harrow Athletic (a
since 2::::':‘ inte the Harrow A later club in the story) in March 1896.

Clu¥, the semi- final for the West
Middlesex Cap. Three 3 later they joined
with tha Waaldstona Foothall Clab. and the

Ser= = i The report for the meeting in the Harrow Observer refers to the fact

result was soon apparent by their getting into

the semi-f for the Middlessx Cup. Hae that “It was hard to believe that fourteen years previously, such a
trostad lld attend .l:— in

suocsess would
the futnre (cheers’. He proposed 1he tomst of

thing as Association Football was unknown in the district. Thirteen

“The Poobail Team,” coupled with the name years ago,'he in conjunction with Mr. Goshawk and others started
of Mr H Wondbridge. a club which eventually became Harrow Rovers”. The report also
Mr Woodbridge in responding, mentioned . .. o merger of Harrow Rovers and a later Harrow Town to

Ak o —aa AU afo ke e in Ms
ENE ETTAL OUIIFRLIDE IRe) WeTs uSNes W S

Hawkins of *‘ The Havelock Arma” for form the Harrow Athletic Club and a subsequent merger with the
the use of a dressing rvom for their \yc;|dstone Football Club, both covered later in this history.

opponents.

Harrow Observer 27" March 1896 Looking back through the available records in local
Reporting on the Harrow Athletic Club AGM newspapers, nothing is recorded of the Rovers’
(who initially played at Pinner Recreation Ground)
earliest matches, most likely as any details would have been required to be produced
by the club and sent in to the newspaper, even then with no guarantee of inclusion.

Rarely was all the information available in one report. News, space and time restrictions
allowing, a result or details of a goal scorer were included, though sometimes held over 1883 - 1890
, ‘ for one or two weeks until a space was available. Harrow Rovers

That changed late in 1885 when a second

1885-1890  local club, Harrow Town was formed.
Harrow Town

Some of the early match details are known, the first being '

a fixture against Westminster College played in late
October 1885. It was one of a number of early fixtures
from the inaugural season recorded, but the reports show
little success for the club as they lost three and drew one
of the four matches we know of, conceding 21 goals in the

process. One positive was that they did manage to score at |

least once in each of those matches. The one known Harrow Harrow Observer 30* October 1885
Rovers result from the same season also shows a loss, 1 — 2 at home to Acton Rangers.

UXBRIDGE . Bgn‘o}w Towx, — ;hh nnd:’m
Jayed in Light's field, Usbridge, on Wednesday after-
::c’l. The play up to half-time was very even, neither

The coverage in those formative years was sporadic at
best, even Old Harrovians, the senior club in the district
were rarely mentioned, though there was a news piece on
the old school team published in the Dundee Courier on
13.04.1886.

The paper reported that an alumni had presented the
school with a cheque for £10,000 (approximately £900,000
today), for the purchase of a football field in memory of a
former headmaster.

Harrow Observer 31 December 1885



The purchase was questioned in the paper, as, if invested at the | Forsair Praskes ix Luck, —Harrow foothall|
. . . |players are in Juck's way., An oll Harrovian bins,
then current 3% interest rate, the sum would have provided SiX |geciuding to the statement of Mr Welldon, the

scholarships at the school for many years! The reporter also j"::f":;‘,';_o“’:fl';"%'::.'glofoha; ,::,':”,'g; ‘mm‘fx‘ﬁ"‘

commented that it could have been better used for the poor of # funthall fisl lin memory of the late hewlmaster of
|Harrow, ‘ien thouasand neleis & large s to be

London.... lspent on a football field for schoolboys. Investsd
'nt three per cent. it would have produced six
|seholarships of £30 a year each. Ouery—Did this

The fixtures at this time were in the main very local games as :’;3‘&1‘:’:;_‘3::%&'::3’&:}‘; "‘.’5’::&“"“:"7

travel further afield would been difficult at best, with the railways | pounds spent in relieving their necessities would be.

. | mnech better memerial than o football feld.

the main means of transport. Harrow and Wealdstone were well - S

served with the Metropolitan Railway at Harrow Station (opened Dundee Courier 13" April 1886

1880, renamed Harrow-on-the-Hill in 1894) and also the London Midland service through another Harrow Station

(opened 1837, renamed Harrow and Wealdstone in 1897). The Metropolitan service allowed travel northwest through

Pinner, Northwood, Rickmansworth and onward to Chesham, whilst towards London (Baker Street was the terminus

adjoining the Circle Line, Hammersmith and City line and the wider network), all via Kingsbury, Willesden, Kilburn and

Hampstead where soon-to-be-opponents were already established.

The London, Willesden and Harrow section of the

A \Sees London Midland Railway routed from Watford to
=T Bushey, then Pinner and Harrow before continuing

3 3, Sl s " London bound via Sudbury and Wembley to Willesden

3 7_..‘.;,'?9“"\&-/; "'w‘j_.’ 7 " Junction. From Willesden, further routes took in Kilburn

mﬁew)ﬂ ¢ \*“ Foatball Qmwfi// 4 ™ and Camden, Euston, Victoria and Waterloo. From
%’71‘5?5“3\ N et : Victoria, travel was possible to Paddington and then
jb < %’ s Acton, Ealing, Hanwell, Southall and Brentford from

! where the journey could be extended at certain times
to West Drayton, Yiewsley, Staines and Uxbridge! Some
of the planning for journeys in the next few seasons
- e must have taken some meticulous timimg and planning
The map of 1899 shows the new Football Ground at planning, with hours spent looking through timetables
the bottom of the Harrow School Playing Fields. working out the practicality of travel! It is perhaps a little
easier then to understand how, in bad weather in particular, disruption and delays prevented teams arriving and
matches being played.
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The London & North Western Railway Timetable 1895

The train journey successfully acomplished for the travelling party, a group of twelve or thirteen would either have had
to pre-arrange a series of local horse drawn Shooting Breaks or Hackney Carriages. Otherwise, the players would simply



have walked the last mile or two to the ground as few like the Harrow Recreation Ground in Hindes Road (where both
Harrow clubs had played since it opened in 1885) were adjacent to either railway.

1886-87
Twenty-five matches in all are recorded across the two clubs for the 1886-87 season, with challenge matches once

again featuring local sides and those with the best transport links. The majority of the opponents were clubs that had
been established for a number of years and these included Watford Rovers, a forerunner of the Watford FC of today.

1 FOOTBALL. Another club that has remained in existence since those fledgling
mm&m&wﬁ days is Southall FC though many such as Watford Church Institute,
1.":!’:‘-:‘.""“‘&‘?'%':"‘": Acton Rangers and Crescent (from Harrow) have long since been
scored by Sargent, after » fine run, and the second  consigned to history.
EREEp s
:‘m‘:"&“& h*uhl.—u: The season included a lot of travel for matches as the Watford,
Watford ﬁ'* "..'l‘:‘-u“:": Rickmansworth and Aldenham areas provided a number of
: very mm ::‘hh.:: -N:m opponents yet few matches seem to have been played against local
time Wkaud broke away and MecGregor scored the Clubs in the Harrow area or at Harrow School. Three matches were
"h . hz a.,::‘.':d:“a’z ':;‘!' played between the two Harrow sides, one showing the strength of
m"?‘". } mlv.‘.":."“"‘ "‘l 'm‘ﬁ the clubs, it being a reserve team fixture.

, forwards. Harrow Town : G. Gardiner,
r:.’...: m;“xh&:ﬁ'?cm Harrow Town opened the season on the 9™ October with a fixture
:.“l‘h.o:‘ . F. W “""uﬁ::""'- &0 against Watford Rovers, losing 3-4 at home. They had fought back

Watford Observer 16" October 1886 well from 0-2 and 1-3 down to equalise, only to let in a fourth goal

with three minutes play remaining. Typical of the time, the match

report names both sides and the Watford goal scorers, but not those of Harrow, except it does state that the first
Harrow goal was an own goal!

The following Foasnant, — fayray Toln v [lavio Korers,—
These elubs met o the Heerention Ground on

o
g ?nﬂng;’___':: ‘.—-. Gl % o week, Harrow sitpdny lust, and o zood mateh vesulled ino win
~ A B G ovengh g7 |28 Town were fir the Town Cluly by -0, Frome the very liest
SR () . . the Town pennod their mdversavics, il apdekly
: i = victorious seorel thivee gouls, bt after the call of Tadf-dme
/| against 3 they enly munaged 1o rereas: this seore by one.
HiEHIE 31 it h It nuust b sladoed thint the Rovers woere ab o cone-
‘l“{‘*’f“i’; ] E o visiting team  gldernhile disadyiitoge, owing to the laht weisht
bt e = o of their forwmde, nod dimd they beon b sbrong us
from Watford fhe beeks oomneh apove couul ane might loave
Church resultinl. Por the wingos, Colbeek and Conway
- playert well forward, Lut otherwise the play wan
Institute, soanewhat laeking in combination, mul the for-

: words were seldom in theie right plaees, I3
scoring 2 AWalin Beinge an especinl ollendierin ‘_IE.i.t l'm]lwr.t,
solitary goal, [For thu losers, B Smith, 1 E Waden, ood 11
Cronhinwk, deserve special wention. Pl Tollowing

ason between comptenl  the lemns s=Thamow. Town: AL L
i Papwell, A B Conncny, ) Colbeck, Gl Gileim,

the two local rivals. Harrow Town hosted Harrow Rovers (though Nl e b Do ids STt
both played their matches at Harrow Recreation Ground) and the  1:, 15 Macwnghten {eaptoing, Ao Ho Wood, K,

. . . . Wataon,  Hartow Rovers: 1. Kay, 5. Smith, 1.
Town side ran out winners 4-0. Town had scored three times in &/ b 11 Gl feuptiing, T Wodbpidee, 1%

the first half, but it was noted that “the Rovers were at a ;Ii;-||:\.1:...[l'i:|l:'.'“r. i, 15, Uooke, L Sibley, A\
considerable disadvantage due to the light weight of their " o

forwards”. The comment continued “had they been as heavy as Harrow Observer 29" October 1886
their backs, a much more equal game might have resulted”.

As the season progressed, both sides saw some improvement on the previous seasons results, each recording a number
of wins, but it was the Town side that held the local honours by winning both ‘first team’ matches by the same 4-0
score line. The Rovers did gain some revenge as they won the match between the two reserve sides 3-1. The Rovers,
having lost away to the strong Aldenham Institute side in mid-November showed some improvement over the season
and they scored a victory at home in the return match, 3-2.



Both Town and Rovers were cementing their place in local football and were striving for continued improvement. Aided
by new players and regular practice matches when no challenge had been scheduled, the sides achieved a level of
stability at the core of their respective teams and each side finished the season with three consecutive victories to
cheer their supporters.

Another significant event occurred midway through the season late in 1886 as, just a few miles away from Harrow
Recreation Ground in Ferndale Terrace alongside the London & Birmingham Railway line as it led to Harrow Station
when Cogswell & Harrison, Gunmakers leased a new factory. (The station was renamed Harrow and Wealdstone Station
a few months later, providing early recognition of the village of Wealdstone in its own right).

The company, relocating their manufacturing from Birmingham to the village was in itself an event many may not have
been aware of at the time, but the move was to lead to the birth of the ‘blue’ bloodline of the first Wealdstone FC.

This is the first part of the online version of
THE FIRST WEALDSTONE FC 1883 - 1895
which was published in 2020.

If you would like to purchase one of the few remaining copies
of the original publication, please visit
www.wfcmegastore.co.uk/7-books-progs




