
 

PART ONE: - WHERE DID IT ALL BEGIN? 



    

 

Cover photo: Early in 2016 I received an email from John Perry about a family member, George, who had played 

for the first Wealdstone FC in 1892-3 and had a medal from the Middlesex Junior Cup Final of that year.  

What transpired after some research and a couple of meetings was that George Perry had in fact played for the 

club over five seasons but had not played in the final as he had been injured in an earlier match.  

The medal, pictured on the cover, was attached to an Albert Watch Chain with a pocket watch. The ‘set’ had, we 

believe, been presented to George by the club to record his part in the cup run prior to the final. 

He was to return to play the following season before a further injury, a broken leg, which was to end his career. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Thanks are due to Matteo Tonna for his e�orts and assistance with researching match reports and details that 

have been used to build this history. Thanks also to Terry Hissey and Martin Read for the read through and 

corrections! 

 

When I started research in 1997 for ‘The History of Wealdstone FC’, I began from the point that we all thought we 

knew, the formation date of 1899-1900. That had been detailed on club badges and noted as the formation of the 

club when the Golden Jubilee Handbook was published in 1950. Compiling the information available at the time 

didn’t take long as much had been destroyed when the club left Lower Mead, still more was destroyed in a 

subsequent fire, but from the remnants, and armed with a few phone numbers, research began.  

 

Reading the Jubilee Handbook, it was very soon apparent that 1899-1900 wasn’t the formation date of the club 

but a step on the way, not least as the quoted match report from the fixture against Northwood in 1899 stated 

that “the club wore the same colours”. Further investigation in the Harrow Observers of the time also brought 

forward comments that “a number of the same players were used”. The question was: same as what? And when? 

It started a four-year process reading backwards in time establishing the facts as they were recorded and were 

then available. With reasonable clarity, links were established back to the formation of two clubs, ‘The Oaks’ and 

‘Cogswell & Harrison’ in Wealdstone in 1887, though there were a couple of older Harrow clubs that at the very 

least had a number of players in common.  

 

At that time, the path was outlined but some pieces of the jigsaw were missing, so the date of formation remained 

the same. In an e�ort to build as complete a record of the club as possible, research continued and, as more 

information has been found over twenty years later, gaps have been filled and we can now tell the story of two 

Wealdstone Football Clubs.  

 

What follows here is the story of the first of these clubs and the earliest days of the modern club. 

 

 

 



WHERE DID IT ALL BEGIN 

 

Football was being played in Harrow as early as 1870 with a number of sides playing under their own local varia�ons 

of the rules. Matches are even recorded as being played under one set of rules for the first half and a second set of 

rules for the second period. They also some�mes involved twelve or thirteen players on each side and this was all 

despite the establishment of the Football Associa�on Rules in 

1863, which were intended to set a standard for all clubs and all 

matches na�onwide. 

 

By 1870 the rugby-style offside rule had been relaxed and 

replaced with a rule that a player would be onside as long as 

there were three opponents between him and the opposi�on 

goal. Addi�onally, matches were now played with a crossbar tape 

in place (literally, a tape �ghtened between two posts at the 

agreed height to form the goal), with handling of the ball banned 

on the field. Subsequent rule changes saw teams change ends at 

half-�me but only if a goal had been scored. A further 

amendment in 1871 saw the introduc�on of the specific 

Goalkeeper posi�on. He became the only person allowed to 

handle the ball in the act of protec�ng his goal. Prior to that it 

was allowable for all players to catch the ball. 

 

The senior clubs in the area in the 1870s were Harrow School and           Harrow Observer 16th December 1870 

Chequers who actually played in blue and white quartered shirts.            (The Harrow Rovers men�oned were in 

The Chequers were later renamed Old Harrovians to reflect their           existence for around three years and were 

origins at Harrow School, having already been recorded as such.                         not part of the later club) 

 

Most of the matches played were challenges but Harrow 

Chequers were entrants in three of the first six English (FA) Cup 

compe��ons without actually ever playing a match. In each 

compe��on they scratched before their first �e. 

 

However, one of their players, Morton Be7s, did play and is 

remembered for scoring the only goal in the first ever FA Cup 

Final (1872). He was playing for Wanderers versus Royal 

Engineers under the pseudonym “AH Chequer”, i.e. “A Harrow 

Chequer” reflec�ng the team for which he had previously played. 

In addi�on to the Old Harrovians, an annual match was also 

played locally by the Home-boarders of Harrow School and the 

‘Town’ side, a 

team it seems 

made up of local 

residents that 

assembled for 

the matches 

which con�nued 

into the late 

1880’s.  

 

             Uxbridge Gaze'e 2nd January 1886                                                      Bells Spor0ng Chronicle 24th December 1870 

The Town side appears to have been a scratch side rather than a fore-runner  of  a local club.  It can  be noted  from 



the match report  that from the Home Boarders team Kinloch, Hayward, Haygarth and Brown were to progress into 

the two local sides, as did Cooke and Mann from the Town team.  

With modern views and rivalry, it seems a li7le strange to start a 

history of the first Wealdstone FC with the founda�on of a Harrow 

side but we must, to reflect the origin of one of the two ‘bloodlines’ 

(one red, one blue) that were a key part to the beginning and end 

of the first Wealdstone FC. The very early days were recalled in a 

speech made at the Annual General Mee�ng of Harrow Athle�c (a 

later club in the story) in  March 1896.  

 

The report for the mee�ng in the Harrow Observer refers to the fact 

that “It was hard to believe that fourteen years previously, such a 

thing as Associa�on Football was unknown in the district. Thirteen 

years ago, he in conjunc�on with Mr. Goshawk and others started 

a club which eventually became Harrow Rovers”. The report also 

refers to the merger of Harrow Rovers and a later Harrow Town to 

form the Harrow Athle�c Club and a subsequent merger with the 

Wealdstone Football Club, both covered later in this history. 

 

            Harrow Observer 27th March 1896                 Looking back through the available records in local 

Repor�ng on the Harrow Athle�c Club AGM             newspapers, nothing is recorded of the Rovers’ 

                                                                (who ini�ally played at Pinner Recrea�on Ground) 

earliest matches, most likely as any details would have been required to be produced 

by the club and sent in to the newspaper, even then with no guarantee of inclusion.  

Rarely was all the informa�on available in one report. News, space and �me restric�ons 

allowing, a result or details of a goal scorer were included, though some�mes held over 

for one or two weeks un�l a space was available. 

That changed late in 1885 when a second 

local club, Harrow Town was formed. 

 

Some of the early match details are known, the first being 

a fixture against Westminster College played in late 

October 1885. It was one of a number of early fixtures 

from the inaugural season recorded, but the reports show 

li7le success for the club as they lost three and drew one 

of the four matches we know of, conceding 21 goals in the 

process. One posi�ve was that they did manage to score at 

least once in each of those matches.  The one known Harrow                 Harrow Observer 30th October 1885  

Rovers result from the same season also shows a loss, 1 – 2 at home to Acton Rangers. 

The coverage in those forma�ve years was sporadic at 

best, even Old Harrovians, the senior club in the district 

were rarely men�oned, though there was a news piece on 

the old school team published in the Dundee Courier on 

13.04.1886.  

The paper reported that an alumni had presented the 

school with a cheque for £10,000 (approximately £900,000 

today), for the   purchase of a football field in memory of a 

former headmaster.  

 

Harrow Observer 31st December 1885 



The purchase was ques�oned in the paper, as, if invested at the 

then current 3% interest rate, the sum would have provided six 

scholarships at the school for many years! The reporter also 

commented that it could have been be7er used for the poor of 

London…. 

 

The fixtures at this �me were in the main very local games as 

travel further afield would been difficult at best, with the railways 

the main means of transport. Harrow and Wealdstone were well 

served with the Metropolitan Railway at Harrow Sta�on (opened                     Dundee Courier 13th April 1886 

1880, renamed Harrow-on-the-Hill in 1894) and also the London Midland service through another Harrow Sta�on 

(opened 1837, renamed Harrow and Wealdstone in 1897). The Metropolitan service allowed travel northwest through 

Pinner, Northwood, Rickmansworth and onward to Chesham, whilst towards London (Baker Street was the terminus 

adjoining the Circle Line, Hammersmith and City line and the wider network), all via Kingsbury, Willesden, Kilburn and 

Hampstead where soon-to-be-opponents were already established. 

 

The London, Willesden and Harrow sec�on of the 

London Midland Railway routed from WaLord to 

Bushey, then Pinner and Harrow before con�nuing 

London bound via Sudbury and Wembley to Willesden 

Junc�on. From Willesden, further routes took in Kilburn 

and Camden, Euston, Victoria and Waterloo. From 

Victoria, travel was possible to Paddington and then 

Acton, Ealing, Hanwell, Southall and BrenLord from 

where the journey could be extended at certain �mes 

to West Drayton, Yiewsley, Staines and Uxbridge! Some 

of the planning for journeys in the next few seasons 

must have taken some me�culous �mimg and planning 

.      The map of 1899 shows the new Football Ground at         planning, with hours spent looking through �metables . 

.          the bo'om of the Harrow School Playing Fields.             working out the prac�cality of travel! It is perhaps a li7le 

easier then to understand how, in bad weather in par�cular, disrup�on and delays prevented teams arriving and 

matches being played. 

                 

 

The London & North Western Railway Timetable 1895 

 

The train journey successfully acomplished for the travelling party, a group of twelve or thirteen would either have had 

to pre-arrange a series of local horse drawn Shoo�ng Breaks or Hackney Carriages. Otherwise, the players would simply 



have walked the last mile or two to the ground as few like the Harrow Recrea�on Ground in Hindes Road (where both 

Harrow clubs had played since it opened in 1885) were adjacent to either railway. 

 

1886-87 

 

Twenty-five matches in all are recorded across the two clubs for the 1886-87 season, with challenge matches once 

again featuring local sides and those with the best transport links. The majority of the opponents were clubs that had 

been established for a number of years and these included WaLord Rovers, a forerunner of the WaLord FC of today.  

 

 
Watford Observer 16th October 1886 

Another club that has remained in existence since those fledgling 

days is Southall FC though many such as Watford Church Institute, 

Acton Rangers and Crescent (from Harrow) have long since been 

consigned to history. 

 

The season included a lot of travel for matches as the Watford, 

Rickmansworth and Aldenham areas provided a number of 

opponents yet few matches seem to have been played against local 

clubs in the Harrow area or at Harrow School. Three matches were 

played between the two Harrow sides, one showing the strength of 

the clubs, it being a reserve team fixture. 

 

Harrow Town opened the season on the 9th October with a fixture 

against Watford Rovers, losing 3-4 at home. They had fought back 

well from 0-2 and 1-3 down to equalise, only to let in a fourth goal 

with three minutes  play  remaining.  Typical of  the time, the match 

report names both sides and the Watford goal scorers, but not those of Harrow, except it does state that the first 

Harrow goal was an own goal! 

 

The following 

week, Harrow 

Town were 

victorious 

against a 

visi�ng team 

from WaLord 

Church 

Ins�tute, 

scoring a 

solitary goal, 

and that was followed by the first match of the season between 

the two local rivals. Harrow Town hosted Harrow Rovers (though 

both played their matches at Harrow Recrea�on Ground) and the 

Town side ran out winners 4-0. Town had scored three �mes in 

the first half, but it was noted that “the Rovers were at a 

considerable disadvantage due to the light weight of their 

forwards”. The comment con�nued “had they been as heavy as                     Harrow Observer 29th October 1886 

their backs, a much more equal game might have resulted”.                                                                                                                             

 

As the season progressed, both sides saw some improvement on the previous seasons results, each recording a number 

of wins, but it was the Town side that held the local honours by winning both ‘first team’ matches by the same 4-0 

score line. The Rovers did gain some revenge as they won the match between the two reserve sides 3-1. The Rovers, 

having lost away to the strong Aldenham Ins�tute side in mid-November showed some improvement over the season 

and they scored a victory at home in the return match, 3–2. 



 

Both Town and Rovers were cemen�ng their place in local football and were striving for con�nued improvement. Aided 

by new players and regular prac�ce matches when no challenge had been scheduled, the sides achieved a level of 

stability at the core of their respec�ve teams and each side finished the season with three consecu�ve victories to 

cheer their supporters. 

 

Another significant event occurred midway through the season late in 1886 as, just a few miles away from Harrow 

Recrea�on Ground in Ferndale Terrace alongside the London & Birmingham Railway line as it led to Harrow Sta�on 

when Cogswell & Harrison, Gunmakers leased a new factory. (The sta�on was renamed Harrow and Wealdstone Sta�on 

a few months later, providing early recogni�on of the village of Wealdstone in its own right).   

 

The company, reloca�ng their manufacturing from Birmingham to the village was in itself an event many may not have 

been aware of at the �me, but the move was to lead to the birth of the ‘blue’ bloodline of the first Wealdstone FC. 

 

 

 

This is the first part of the online version of 

THE FIRST WEALDSTONE FC 1883 - 1895 

which was published in 2020. 

 

If you would like to purchase one of the few remaining copies 

of the original publica�on, please visit 

www.wfcmegastore.co.uk/7-books-progs 

 


