
 

PART TWO: - THE BIRTH OF THE BLUE 

BLOODLINE 



    

 

Cover photo: Early in 2016 I received an email from John Perry about a family member, George, who had played 

for the first Wealdstone FC in 1892-3 and had a medal from the Middlesex Junior Cup Final of that year.  

What transpired after some research and a couple of meetings was that George Perry had in fact played for the 

club over five seasons but had not played in the final as he had been injured in an earlier match.  

The medal, pictured on the cover, was attached to an Albert Watch Chain with a pocket watch. The ‘set’ had, we 

believe, been presented to George by the club to record his part in the cup run prior to the final. 

He was to return to play the following season before a further injury, a broken leg, which was to end his career. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Thanks are due to Matteo Tonna for his e�orts and assistance with researching match reports and details that 

have been used to build this history. Thanks also to Terry Hissey and Martin Read for the read through and 

corrections! 

 

When I started research in 1997 for ‘The History of Wealdstone FC’, I began from the point that we all thought we 

knew, the formation date of 1899-1900. That had been detailed on club badges and noted as the formation of the 

club when the Golden Jubilee Handbook was published in 1950. Compiling the information available at the time 

didn’t take long as much had been destroyed when the club left Lower Mead, still more was destroyed in a 

subsequent fire, but from the remnants, and armed with a few phone numbers, research began.  

 

Reading the Jubilee Handbook, it was very soon apparent that 1899-1900 wasn’t the formation date of the club 

but a step on the way, not least as the quoted match report from the fixture against Northwood in 1899 stated 

that “the club wore the same colours”. Further investigation in the Harrow Observers of the time also brought 

forward comments that “a number of the same players were used”. The question was: same as what? And when? 

It started a four-year process reading backwards in time establishing the facts as they were recorded and were 

then available. With reasonable clarity, links were established back to the formation of two clubs, ‘The Oaks’ and 

‘Cogswell & Harrison’ in Wealdstone in 1887, though there were a couple of older Harrow clubs that at the very 

least had a number of players in common.  

 

At that time, the path was outlined but some pieces of the jigsaw were missing, so the date of formation remained 

the same. In an e�ort to build as complete a record of the club as possible, research continued and, as more 

information has been found over twenty years later, gaps have been filled and we can now tell the story of two 

Wealdstone Football Clubs.  

 

What follows here is the story of the first of these clubs and the earliest days of the modern club. 

 

 

 



THE BIRTH OF THE BLUE BLOODLINE 

 

1887-88 

 

“The employees of a firm of gunsmiths, Messrs. Cogswell & Harrison, 

appear to have been the pioneers of football in Wealdstone. The firm 

came to the district from Birmingham in 1887 and its Managing 

Director, Mr. Edgar Harrison took great interest in his employee’s 

football ac(vi(es.  

 

As an example of their spirit, the employees became the pioneers of football 

in the area laying the basis for what is now known as the Wealdstone 

Football Club. We can sense the size and camaraderie of the Harrow staff 

since Cogswell & Harrison was able to muster two teams: the Cogswell & 

Harrison Works team and a team called ‘The Oaks’ made up from its clerical 

staff.  

 

Mr. Edgar Harrison, who at the (me lived in 

Hindes Road, ac(vely supported the football 

ac(vi(es of the company and patronized the club.              Edgar Harrison 1858-1938 

A foreman called Mr. R Meadows (who also played as a forward) was elected Secretary.”   

           An extract taken from the Cogswell & Harrison Centenary Brochure 

 

Prior to the arrival of Cogswell & Harrison we have been unable to iden�fy any football 

teams in the village of Wealdstone, which was o!en referred to (even in the local paper) as 

“a dirty and smelly and an unpleasant place should you ever have cause to find yourself 

there”. 

 

It is recorded that Edgar Harrison extended the factory lease later in the year, and aside from the factory itself, it seems 

that it also covered a parcel of adjacent land, part of which was ini�ally used for storage. We know that the first pitch 

of the Cogswell & Harrison team was adjacent to the factory, so it is likely that this was on this piece of land in Ferndale 

Terrace. 

 

The Oaks ini�ally played on a pitch opposite the factory near 

Rowe’s Farm (later the site of Bridge Schools and more recently 

the Civic Centre). On 1st October 1887 they became the first of 

the two sides to play, losing 0 - 1 to another Harrow side called 

Grosvenor.  

 

From that 

first match, 

players’ .               

.           Harrow Observer 06th October 1887                career records  

(such as they are) along with commi6ee members provide strong 

roots and branches that have given life to the sprawling tree that 

is the present Wealdstone FC. 

  

1895 map showing the Laundry that replaced the C&H factory 

and football field area in Red. The field by Rowe’s Farm field 

used by The Oaks is outlined in Blue. 



Harrow Town and Harrow Rovers were happy to add the two company 

teams to their growing fixture lists, and indeed the second match played 

by The Oaks was against Harrow Rovers, the more experienced Harrow 

side winning by 8-0. 

 

From the reports and records available, that the two sides from Cogswell 

& Harrison look to have been made up entirely from staff and workers, as 

none of the players that appeared in the first season can be traced as 

having any previous connection to clubs in local football (though many did 

play for other clubs later). 

 

On 19th November 1887, the two company sides played each other for the 

first time on The Oaks new ground at Marlborough Hill. (The map Harrow Observer 06th October 1887 

of today (inset) shows Queens Walk and Walton Road built on 

the area of the ground). 

  

It’s likely that The Oaks moved around playing 

on a number of local pitches, many made 

available by farmers and landowners, as they 

were also known to have played on a pitch 

adjacent to Nibthwaite Road, adjacent to the 

Greenhill Farm that later became Lower 

Mead.  

 

Their first victory was to come on 5th 

November 1887 against a team called Arrow 

who they beat 7-0.  

 

This was followed by a victory over Cogswell 

& Harrison two weeks later (3-0).  

 

Mr. S Simons who played that day for the Cogswell and Harrison 

works team was to contribute to an ar�cle headed “Nearly Fi6y Years 

On” printed in the Harrow Observer of June 3rd, 1938 recoun�ng his 

memories of the club at this �me. 

 

Alive and ac�ve in suppor�ng the contemporary Wealdstone side, Mr. 

Simons reported that he “had joined the old Wealdstone FC when 

moving to Harrow as a 19-year-old”. In fact, the records show that he 

had ini�ally joined the Cogswell & Harrison team and he played a 

number of matches for both them and The Oaks. Subsequently, he  

was part of the merge of  those two clubs into the first named                       Harrow Observer 11th November 1887  

Wealdstone FC and again in 1894 into Harrow Athle�c where his career was to finish. 

 

He further recounted “In those days we only had 14 playing members and it was some(mes very difficult to get a team 

together. We paid our own subscrip(ons, for our clothes and everything else and to fulfil an away fixture meant several 

shillings from our meagre pocket money.” 

 

In their first season, 1887-88, Cogswell & Harrison 

played in five matches that we have details for, 

winning two and losing three. Their first known 

match was a victory away to Kings Langley 2nd XI and 

over the season, they won one and lost two against 

The Oaks, their factory counterparts, losing their .             

Wa5ord Observer 18th November 1887                                             final game of the season against FG Cooper-Brown’s 



2nd XI, a select side made up of players from the two Harrow clubs. (The Oaks had been beaten by the select first XI on 

the previous Saturday). The Oaks played in thirteen matches where we have found some or all of the details, winning 

three and drawing one and their opponents included both Harrow sides as well as WaEord Rovers. 

 

For the two Harrow teams, eleven fixtures are known for the Town side (won 6 

drew 1 lost 4) and seventeen fixtures are recorded for the Rovers team (won 8, 

drew 3, lost 5 with 1 unknown result), but the season was notable for the first 

compe��ve fixtures played. In addi�on to the challenge matches, both sides 

entered the West Middlesex Junior Cup. Harrow Rovers were drawn at home 

to Southall Swi!s, (not, as reported at the �me the second-string of Southall 

FC, but a separate club), winning 2-0. They were soundly beaten in the second 

round, a strong Chiswick Park side visi�ng Harrow and running out winners 5-

0.  

 

Harrow Town beat an Uxbridge 

2nd XI away in their first �e and 

we know they won their second-

round match (though no records 

have been found of opponent or 

actual result) before exi�ng the 

compe��on at the semi-final 

stage, losing 1-2 away to 

Colnbrook. These first 

compe��ve fixtures were a 

milestone in the development of 

football in Middlesex as there 

were no leagues at this �me, the 

matches offered the opportunity      Uxbridge Gaze8e 18th November 1887    

to compete in  more   than   a   

friendly  challenge  set  between  

two sides                                     

The senior club in the district at 

the �me was very much the Old 

Harrovians side, yet they also 

received li6le coverage in the    

Harrow Observer 25th November 1887  local newspapers of the �me.      

                                                                       

Na�onally,  their profile  was higher,  The Spor�ng Life  repor�ng  their               Spor;ng Life 31st December 1887 

Forthcoming fixture in the edi�on of 31st December 1887. It noted that they were drawn to play Casuals at The Oval 

on January 21st 1888 in the London Challenge Cup semi-finals but prior to that, on the date of publica�on, they would 

face the same opponent on the Harrow Recrea�on Ground “Match to be played, frost or no frost”. The Harrovians 

team that day featuring five players that were regularly turning out for the Harrow Town team. 

 

As the season progressed in the district, matches between the four local sides were prominent and keenly contested. 

As well as providing a good test for each side there were local honours to be won. The more established Harrow Rovers 

were victorious over both The Oaks and Harrow Town in the early weeks of the season and they also won the return 

match against The Oaks in December, though they were soundly beaten by WaEord Rovers Reserves in the mean�me. 

 

Aside from their defeats to Harrow Rovers, and the matches against their factory counterparts, The Oaks were also 

soundly beaten by Harrow Town, yet lost a close match against WaEord Rovers Reserves by the odd goal in five. 

Harrow Town though, were victorious over WaEord Rovers by three clear goals. It all seemed to point to fairly even 

compe��on in the main, decided by the quality of the actual players selected on any par�cular day. 



Harrow Town con�nued their West 

Middlesex Cup run to the semi-

final stage in February 1888. Their 

victory at Uxbridge against the 

hosts 2nd XI was followed by two 

further victories (in which 

opponents and results are 

unknown), then, on 18th February 

they ventured to a neutral ground 

Harrow Observer 27th January 1888       at Southall for the semi-final �e. The                                                                          

match report is repeated below. 

                                                                 Harrow Observer 2nd December 1887 

“These teams met at Southall, in the semi-final of the West Middlesex 

Associa(on Cup (e on Saturday last. Both teams have been playing well 

this season and it was generally an(cipated that the mee(ng would be 

produc(ve of a good fight, although Colnbrook were fancied the most. 

Considerable interest was consequently evinced in the contest, the 

spectators numbering between 300 and 400.  

 

Colnbrook won the toss and chose to play with the wind at their backs in 

the first half. The ball was no sooner started than Colnbrook rushed it down 

the field, and for some minutes it remained in that posi(on of the ground, 

Gardiner having to ward off one or two warm shots. The Colnbrook 

forwards s(ll pressed, Playford requiring a lot of watching while his efforts 

were well seconded by the wings. At last, Kinloch relieved his side by a good 

run, but not being backed up by the other forwards, the aDempt proved 

fu(le.  

 

The game then for a (me assumed a somewhat more even character, the 

only point of note being a shot be Weedon which went through, but the off-

side rule having been infringed, the goal was disallowed.  

 

A liDle later on, the ball being in close proximity to the Colnbrook goal, 

Kinloch had a splendid opportunity of scoring, the goalkeeper having run 

out and missed his kick, but he failed to steer the leather straight. In 

retalia(on, Colnbrook broke away, and Gardiner was called upon to use his 

hands. However, before he could clear he was charged and the ball put 

through, the first blood then being drawn by the wearers of the amber and 

black. Half (me was called shortly a6er, no other point having been scored, 

although Harrow had considerably improved in combina(on.  

 

     Uxbridge Gaze8e 24th February1888      On the ball being restarted, Kinloch made a splendid run and shot, the ball 

only going a few inches the wrong side of the post. Not to be denied, the same player once more returned to the assault, 

but this (me success crowned his efforts, and the scores were thus equalized. From a throw in in midfield, a loose 

scrimmage occurred about 20 yards from the Harrow goal line, out of which Playford with a sharp low shot scored a 

second point for Colnbrook. A liDle later the same player passed to Piner, who but the ball through, but was given ‘off-

side’. From this stage to the finish the Harrow team had considerably the best of the game, but were unable to increase 

their score, the weak point being their shoo(ng when in front of goal, several good chances being badly missed. 

Colnbrook then qualified for the final by two to one and will have to meet Uxbridge. 

 

Colnbrook- HS Ibotson (goal), JI Ward and W Stribling (backs), C Wakely, R Major and W Young (half-backs), W Piner 

and M Hampshire (right), R Playford (centre), T Ibotson and F Weedon (le6).  

Harrow Town- T Gardiner (goals), AL Barwell and RR Barker (backs), W Wilkinson, AH Jones and LM Jones (half-backs), 



F Conway and JH Early (right), HG Kinloch (centre), J Mann and Rev. RHB Simpson (le6). Umpires- Messrs. AH Murray 

(Uxbridge) and T Pym (West Drayton), Referee- Mr. J Basley (Southall).” 

 

One note of interest in the Harrow Town line-up, the inclusion of Rev. RHB Simpson who made a number of 

appearances over the five-year period between 1885-90. He was one of two ordained ministers to represent the club 

in the early years, the other, Rev. EH Kempson played over three seasons from 1888-91. 

 

As the season drew to a close, on the evening of the 24th February 

1888, The Oaks put on what was described as a ‘first class concert’ 

in the Wealdstone Schoolrooms. Club president JE Lilley presided 

over the event in which members of the club, players, their wives 

and families, put on a musical extravaganza, taking the floor in turn 

to sing popular songs of the day accompanied by a Miss Jeffrey on 

piano.                                                                                 

 

Mr. JE Lilley was a founding father of both the first Wealdstone FC 

and the modern  club.  He  was  president  in  1887  and  remained  as            Harrow Observer 3rd March 1888  

president, vice -president or chairman of the primary Wealdstone sides un�l 1907-08 missing only one season. He 

remained with the Oaks then Wealdstone FC un�l the merger with Harrow Athle�c in 1894, then returned as the 

figurehead for the Wealdstone Athle�c side in 1895. When that club failed, he was involved in the forma�on of 

Wealdstone Juniors, Wealdstone Albion and the early years of Wealdstone FC where he was president un�l 1905. He 

once again became vice-president the following year remaining in that posi�on with Wealdstone Church Athle�c in 

1905, who he then served as chairman in 1906 and 1907. In 1908, the Wealdstone Church Athle�c president, Rev. EH 

Chapman and the secretary Mr. FA Pluck returned a!er one season to re-establish Wealdstone FC while Mr. JE Lilley 

remained with the Church Athle�c side.  

   

1888-89 

 

The Oaks had started to prove themselves the be6er of the two Wealdstone sides and by the turn of the year, the 

newspapers had started to record them as The Oaks (Wealdstone). Following a posi�ve start with a couple of early 

wins against Tavistock and WaEord Swi!s, the season throughout became one of mixed results. There were some close 

fought matches, one in par�cular a defeat by the odd goal against a 

WaEord Rovers 2nd XI, but there was no joy to be had in the fixtures 

against the two Harrow sides, Harrow Rovers winning 5-1 and 4-0, 

while Harrow Town won 4-2. 

 

The Cogswell & Harrison team is be6er recorded, but once again the 

season was short on success as defeats in Harrow, Hendon and 

WaEord prevailed. They were the first of the Wealdstone sides to play 

a compe��ve match however, as they were invited to take part in the 

new Henesey Cup compe��on. It was a challenge compe��on 

sponsored by a Mr. R Henesey who provided a 10” tall engraved and 

worked silver trophy for the winners. He was a benefactor of Uxbridge 

FC and prior to his return to India, he had placed the organisa�on and 

running of the compe��on with his local side. The only s�pula�on he 

made was that none of the ‘pro’ sides be invited to play.  

 

The first draw paired Windsor Phoenix v WaEord Rovers, Southall v 

Uxbridge School, Uxbridge FC v Uxbridge Caxtonians and the Cogswell 

& Harrison side drawn against Colnbrook, who had defeated Harrow 

Town in the West Middlesex Junior Cup Semi Final the previous year. 

The match at Colnbrook was scheduled for 8th December 1888.  

Uxbridge Gaze8e 08th December 1888       . 



On the day the home side showed only one change from the previous season, and they were far superior in a match 

played in driving rain. They ran out winners 5 – 0. The empha�c win was achieved despite them having played for 80 

minutes with only ten  men, as Playford, who scored the opening goal had injured himself in the process and was 

unable to take any further part. 

 

For the two Harrow sides, there was greater success. Harrow 

Rovers star�ng the season by scoring 8 goals in each of their first 

three matches against St Mary’s (Acton), Vene�ans and WaEord 

Rovers 2nd XI. Only the WaEord side proved able to breach the 

Harrow Rovers defence, scoring twice. The Rovers were noted in   

.       Harrow Observer 20th October 1888                  the Harrow Observer as “geKng on splendidly, and bid fair to 

become one of the leading suburban football clubs at no distant date”. They eventually went on to record thirteen wins, 

two draws and nine defeats, but this season cup success evaded them as they lost in the early rounds of both the West 

Middlesex and Middlesex compe��ons. 

 

Harrow Town were less successful overall, both winning and losing eight 

matches and drawing two. However they did emulate the goalscoring 

exploits of their local rivals in 

three matches between 19th 

and 26th December, when they 

beat Harrow School 8-1, 

Cogswell & Harrison 2nd XI 8-1 

and St Georges United 10-0.   

 

In  fact,   knowing  that  at  the  

�me both Harrow sides played 

at Harrow Recrea�on Ground, 

one has to hope that, for the 

supporters, the home games        Harrow Observer 28th December 1888 

On Boxing Day were scheduled at different �mes to enable them to watch 

.   Harrow Gaze8e 28th December 1888      both games. Not only did Harrow Town score ten goals (as above) but 

Harrow Rovers despatched St Mary’s (Acton) 14-0 in their fixture.                                                                                            

 

There are fewer results known in this season for matches between the four local sides, but the details we do know 

show that The Oaks (Wealdstone) played Harrow Rovers twice, losing by four clear goals each �me, and they lost 

against Harrow Town 2-4 in the single match recorded. Cogswell & Harrison played a 2nd Team match against Harrow 

Town losing 1-8, however in a match between the two first 

teams late in the season, Cogswell & Harrison ran out 

winners 4-3. There were also two matches between 

Harrow Town and Rovers and, though each won one, Town 

took the overall honours winning the second match 8-0 

a!er losing the first by the odd goal in three. 

 

With Harrow Town becoming noted as an up and coming 

suburban club, there  was something to celebrate in 

February 1889, when the teams for a representa�ve match 

were announced. Perhaps one step down from County 

representa�ve honours, Harrow Town forward HG Kinloch 

was selected at centre-forward for the West Middlesex 

team against the Berks and Bucks Junior side. It is believed 

to be the first representa�ve honour for players from any 

of the local sides.                                                                                             Uxbridge Gaze8e 12th February 1889 

 



In April 1889, in common with other clubs at the �me Harrow 

Rovers also held a Smoking Concert, an evening of monologues, 

music and singing in which most if not all of the performers were 

players and officials of the club.  

 

The audience at the �me would also have been made up 

exclusively of men and was seen as a celebra�on of the end of 

their season as a club, with a look forward to the following year 

when they would all meet again! 

.   

 

Harrow Observer 11th April 1889 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the second part of the online version of 

THE FIRST WEALDSTONE FC 1883 - 1895 

which was published in 2020. 

 

If you would like to purchase one of the few remaining copies 

of the original publica�on, please visit 

www.wfcmegastore.co.uk/7-books-progs 

 


