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PART THREE




Cover photo: Early in 2016 | received an email from John Perry about a family member, George, who had played
for the first Wealdstone FC in 1892-3 and had a medal from the Middlesex Junior Cup Final of that year.

What transpired after some research and a couple of meetings was that George Perry had in fact played for the
club over five seasons but had not played in the final as he had been injured in an earlier match.

The medal, pictured on the cover, was attached to an Albert Watch Chain with a pocket watch. The ‘set’ had, we
believe, been presented to George by the club to record his part in the cup run prior to the final.

He was to return to play the following season before a further injury, a broken leg, which was to end his career.

INTRODUCTION

Thanks are due to Matteo Tonna for his efforts and assistance with researching match reports and details that
have been used to build this history. Thanks also to Terry Hissey and Martin Read for the read through and
corrections!

When | started research in 1997 for ‘The History of Wealdstone FC’, | began from the point that we all thought we
knew, the formation date of 1899-1900. That had been detailed on club badges and noted as the formation of the
club when the Golden Jubilee Handbook was published in 1950. Compiling the information available at the time
didn’t take long as much had been destroyed when the club left Lower Mead, still more was destroyed in a
subsequent fire, but from the remnants, and armed with a few phone numbers, research began.

Reading the Jubilee Handbook, it was very soon apparent that 1899-1900 wasn’t the formation date of the club
but a step on the way, not least as the quoted match report from the fixture against Northwood in 1899 stated
that “the club wore the same colours”. Further investigation in the Harrow Observers of the time also brought
forward comments that “a number of the same players were used”. The question was: same as what? And when?
It started a four-year process reading backwards in time establishing the facts as they were recorded and were
then available. With reasonable clarity, links were established back to the formation of two clubs, ‘The Oaks’ and
‘Cogswell & Harrison’ in Wealdstone in 1887, though there were a couple of older Harrow clubs that at the very
least had a number of players in common.

At that time, the path was outlined but some pieces of the jigsaw were missing, so the date of formation remained
the same. In an effort to build as complete a record of the club as possible, research continued and, as more
information has been found over twenty years later, gaps have been filled and we can now tell the story of two
Wealdstone Football Clubs.

What follows here is the story of the first of these clubs and the earliest days of the modern club.



TWO INTO ONE

1889-90

At the end of the 1888-89 season, the two Wealdstone sides joined forces to become one, many of the Cogswell
& Harrison players joining The Oaks (Wealdstone) side and the Wealdstone FC name was adopted by the club

for the first time.

Their season was not the greatest success as from the results we know, only two of nine
matches resulted in victories, both against Harrow Colts. The club was also very much seen as
the junior club in the district and that may be the reason that, for a couple of seasons,
| newspaper coverage was sparse. (Though Wealdstone FC was a combination of the two factory
sides, after a couple of seasons two or three ‘scratch’ sides appeared once again under the

Cogswell & Harrison name).

One match that was of particular interest

1889 - 1893 though was against another new club on the

Wealdstone EC 12" October 1889, when Victoria Halls were

the visitors. This was a side representing the

Victoria Halls in Harrow, the Halls themselves remaining until
2018 when a refurbishment of the building was started.

This was the first match of the Victoria Halls club and the side
included a number of former Harrow Rovers, Harrow Town and

The Oaks players. As shown in the report, Victoria Halls lined up
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Harrow Observer 18" October 1889

as: Bates W*, Branston RC (formerly The Oaks), Isabell F, Pearce F*, Crook W (formerly The Oaks),

Stream A (formerly Harrow Town), Darville HM (formerly The Oaks & Harrow Town), Darville AE (formerly The
Oaks), Clowes J, Burcham T (formerly Harrow Rovers), Smith M*. (Note those marked * later joined Wealdstone
FC, those marked * later joined Harrow Rovers). The Wealdstone side defeated 2-1 in the match is not recorded.
Wealdstone also lost the return match with Victoria Halls by the same score.

Harrow Town were the most successful based on results known,
winning ten and losing four of fourteen matches, though they
were soundly beaten 6-0 by Victoria Halls. For Harrow Rovers,
ten wins and three draws in twenty matches was a good return,
and that included a little luck as in the first round of the West
Middlesex Junior Cup they were beaten 1-7 by Brentford Gas
Works (Southall Branch). There is no record found of any appeal
by Harrow but it seems that the Brentford side must have been
removed from the competition or beaten in a replayed match, as
the Harrow side took their place in the next round versus
Hermosa. It was a short-lived reprieve though as Hermosa won
a replayed tie 3-0 after a drawn match.

- . matches.
Harrow Observer 21 December 1889

Harrow Rovers anp HerMoza (West Middle- |1
sex Cup Tie).—These two clubs frst met on Satar- | ¢
day the 10th inst., when after a splendidly contested | '
game, the result was a draw, each side secuting two |
goals. On Saturday the 17th Inst., they again met,
at Ealing, when the Hermoza proved seperior to |/
their opponents and won by three goals to nil. The |
play during the first forty.five minutes was even, |
though the Hermoza had the advantage of scoring |
once. lo the second half the play was fast and ex-
citing. Hermozn rapidly secured two goals in sue-
cession, and notwithstanding the efforts made b
the Rovers during the last Rfteen minctes, were I;E
the winners by three goals to nil. The Rovers were |
handicapped by the weakness of their backs. For |
Hermaoza, Allcock. and Peck, (captaio of Universit i
College, Cambrldgrl. played exceedingly we
throughout, while Smith, Cooke, and ﬂheﬁlngﬁ did |
most work for the Rovers. |

Uxbridge Gazette 21 February 1890
Local supporters were

—On s NQ:.%?'M .'“t spoiled for choice of games to watch at Harrow Recreation
fine form snd won a splendid -u-lz :.: Ground as there was often two games and sometimes three that
swo,—0On same match was

lm!::ud ichy this match was '.':h’ could be seen on one afternoon. In December, there was an
good ope,although the men

%o love. Their opponents were not a tesm by say | afternoon’s entertainment for all football fans in the district, as

means 10 be snd say dsy reverse the : )
order.—On ‘.ﬂ- E metch wes played O.ld Harrovians beat Clapham Rovers 4-2, Harrow TOV\{I‘] Peat
Harrow and Wealdstons, 88d | |ighgate 3-0 and Harrow Rovers beat Wealdstone 5-0. It is likely

ﬂb“mmplahﬁ_— that at least two matches would have had staggered kick off
ot wers DO for the smart .
rl-n Rovers, who gained « decisive victory by | times allowing those present to watch all or part of at least two



The last result was a good indication of the new Wealdstone club’s standing locally. They had little in the way of
success losing twice to Harrow Rovers and once to Harrow Town, while between the Harrow sides, Town were
winners on two occasions. The new Victoria Halls side had earned the season’s local honours overall, having
added to the two victories over Wealdstone FC with a victory and a defeat against Harrow Rovers (though the
victory was over the Harrow Rovers 2" XI, who played regularly throughout the season) and a convincing victory
over Harrow Town by six goals with none conceded.

1890-91

Wealdstone scored greater success in the ten games that are known | tothree by the home team. The game for the first
about for the 1890-91 season, winning five and drawing two, with combination soon told on the visitors, and
victories against both Harrow Town and Victoria Halls included. The | Gater registered the first goal with a splendid
match against Victoria Halls was significant as F Pearce and HM and | the home team's score, and before half-time the
AE Darville, brothers who had represented the Halls in their first Is to the visitorsnone. In the second half the
match the previous season, had by the start of this season returned | nents and gained three more goals, and when the

to the Wealdstone fold.

It was also the season where, as Wealdstone FC, the club played their | paimer, and J. B. an, half-backs; G. Palhmer
first competitive fixture. Like their predecessors Cogswell & Harrison, | eptre: A, Gater and "f;l Piner, right wings.
this was also in the Henesey Cup. The match itself had a similar
outcome as, drawn away to Slough, the home side ran out winners in half backs; C. A. Fulcher and A. Poole, left wing ;
a very one-sided match by 9-0 in front of a crowd approaching 800. right wing. Umpires, Messrs. 4. E. Puyne and

SLOUGH v. WEALDSTONE.

These clubs met last Saturday to play off their
tie in the tirst round of the above competition on
the Dolphin ground, before a good number of
spectators. The ball was started at ten minutes
five minutes was very even, but the home team'’s

'ore the game had been in progress ten minutes
shot. Five minutes later Piner added another to
home team, by their combination, had scored six

ome team simply made rings round their oppo-

whistle sounded time Slough were qualified to
enter the next round by nine goals to none. The
Goals were obtained by Pimer (5), Gater (2),
Kember (2). Teams:—Slough : J. Willmot, goal ;
F. Spong and R. W. Bayley, backs; F. Parker, J.
and J. H. M. Nash, t wings; H. Kember,
Wealdstone : A, Darrille, gonl ; 8. Senord and 8.

ill, backs; A. Norris, G. Perry, and H. Hill,

H. Darville, centre; F. Dickinson and 8. Poole,

J. Meadows. Referee, Mr. Gregory, West Middle-
sex Association.

It was also a season where the weather played a part for all the Slough Observer 22" November 1890
local clubs as a combination of frost and fog caused a number of fixtures to be called off, Wealdstone seeing

Wealdstene v. Cogswel! and Harrison.—This so-
called friendly match was played on Baturday last
on the ground of the former at Greenhill, and,
after & very rough game, resultod in & win for the
vill by four to mil. The rough play of
W tone is to be regretted, ss the game was
onleﬂgot up to make play for Wealdstone, through
their original fixture being scratched during the
week. (rmat credit is due to the factory men for
their pilucky play, and the resnlt of the match
shoulJ be an incentive to combine ard make a
team of their own.

Harrow Observer 22" November 1890

a number of matches postponed between 13" December 1890
and 14" February 1891.

Once they were in a position to return to playing, the scheduled
match on the 21% February saw their opponents scratch, so
they arranged a friendly match with a ‘new’ Cogswell & Harrison
team.

The match reportreads: “This so-called friendly match was

played on Saturday last on the ground of the former (Wealdstone)

at Greenhill, and, after a very rough game, resulted in a win for the villagers by four goals to nil. The rough play of
Wealdstone is to be regretted, as the game was got up only to make play for them, through their original fixture
being scratched during the week. Great credit is due to the factory men for their plucky play, and the result of the

match should be an incentive to combine and

make a team of their own.”

WeaLpsrone Foorsarr CLus.—A most enjoyable
smoking concert was given at the ‘* Railway™’ hotel
by the members and friends of the above club, un

On the same day, the newspaper also reported Fl“iday,Nov.l‘Lth,the prc)(:eedu of which were handed
h ¥ s 3
that the Wealdstone club had held a smoking 9V€F to Me. Fred Pearce, who whilst playing some

concert at The Railway Hotel, Wealdstone from
which the proceeds were handed to Fred Pearce, a

few weeks ago met with a -cvere accident, which
prevented Lim from carrying on his o¢cupation.

Wealdstone player who had broken his collarbone a Harrow Observer 22" November 1890

couple of weeks earlier in a match as he had been unable to work | 1';“‘"1'1";*U~ —Harrow Ruvers 3. Stopebridge Athletie,
' —DPlayed at Stoncbridge-park on Naturday last, and

since. won by the Rovers {(who played seven men only) by

two goa}_.j tu’nguu). Goals by Kavanagh and
Jones. The following represented the Rorers :——

; : : soul, 3. Smith; backs, S. 11, Smith
Harrow Rovers continued a good vein of form, though it seems | Goeh 24 Smith: backs, S.JL. Smith and 1. Jones ;

half - back, L. J. Page; forwards, Middletou,

from the information available they played only challenge | Kavanagh, and Kent. — Match for to-day, on

matches and did not compete in either Middlesex or West | Zurn. Kick-off ati3-15. |

Recreation Ground :—Harmvow Rorers v. Harrow

Middlesex Cups. Their 2" Xl also saw a reduced schedule of fixtures, Harrow Observer 13" March 1891



so this may possibly have been due to a lesser number of available players. There was one outstanding victory
however when in March they travelled to play Stonebridge Athletic in a return fixture, Harrow having previously
been victorious at the Recreation Ground. In the return match on 7th March 1891, Harrow Rovers won 2-0.
Unremarkable until you realise that Harrow played throughout with only seven players!

Less is known of Harrow Town’s season, with only two wins and three draws known from ten fixtures. These did
include four cup-ties, recording a draw then a victory over Acton in the first round of the West Middlesex Cup
before being defeated by Southall in the second round. In the Middlesex Cup, Harrow Town were drawn to play
Hounslow, but they gained a walkover when their opponents chose to play a West Middlesex Cup tie on the same

FoosaLL.— Harrow Town Football Club v. Fictoria
Hell.—A very intereating match took place between
these cluba on the Recreation Ground last Satue-
day. 'The Town was not strongly represeunted,
and F. F. Barker did very g service om the
wrong side, but after an hour-and-a-half's play
the score stood two to oue in their favour. The
Town was then further weakened by Roseveare
having to | e ground, aud the anaged
to ec matters during the extra quarter-of-an.

ith was played 13 [ . arrow
Towen : C. W. A. Trevor, W. N. Roseveare, L.
Euthoven, W. Rafferty, J. Mann, R. Watson,
A. Paine, G. Paine, 8. C. E. Atkinson, and A. N.
Other.

Barrow Town Foutball Club v. Hampstsed on
Recreation Ground, to-day, at three.

Harrow Observer 13" March 1891

day, thus forfeiting the Middlesex fixture. The result
subsequently proved of no consequence as the Harrow Town
side scratched from the following round when drawn against a
strong London Caledonians team.

One other fixture of note was the challenge against Victoria
Halls played on 21* February. Harrow Town had played a strong
game and were leading 2-1 at the end of ninety minutes, but
the teams agreed for the first time to play a further period of
fifteen minutes. During this first recorded extra-time period,
Harrow lost two players to injury (they had to leave the field
unable to continue), while the Halls went on to score an
equaliser, making the final score 2-2.

ATiLeTic C Lo —Wementioned in cur colurnng

It was announced in the Harrow Observer early in 1891 that a
Harrow Athletic Club would be formed, to improve the overall
performance of athletes and sportsmen in the area. The
meeting, held in The King’s Head at Harrow-on-the-Hill agreed
that the headquarters of the club would be the Harrow
Recreation Ground, and all efforts were made to prepare the
facilities. Of the committee of twelve elected three were players
for either Harrow Town or Harrow Rovers and it is likely this was

! mECessary arrangements,

some weeks back that an Athletic Club was about
to be fermed at Harrow, and that a provisional
commstice had becn appointed Lo carry out the
Or Monday evening lam
& meeting was neld at the King's Head Hotel fgf
the purpose of publiely forming the club and to
transzet the necessary gmims. There was & very
good attendance, and Mr. W. |. Overhead was
elected chairman, The chairman in moving the
reaclution, * That this club be called the Harrow
Athletic Club, its object being the encogragement

ef athletics and all sperts in general.

the reason for discussions about a combination of the two Harrow Harrow Observer 23" January 1891
clubs, to represent the Athletic club going forward.

1891-92

At the start of the following season the new Harrow Athletic side took the field in two

F n I
L |
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1890 - 1894
Harrow Athletic

matches: “The Athletic Club played their first two matches last Saturday in the
Recreation Ground in a downpour of rain.

Versus Chesham: The game was started about 4 o’clock, the play being of a very even
character from beginning to end, Harrow, if anything, having the best of it. About a
quarter of an hour after the start Chesham scored their first goal from a good shot, but
nothing more was done in the first half. After ends had been changed the game still
remained very even, Chesham managing to again score before time, and thus won by
two goals to love. For Harrow, the backs (Barker and Smith) played in excellent form,
but special mention must be made of EJ Page who frequently cleared his goal in most

brilliant manner. The halves were moderate. Of the forwards, the less said the better,
they lacked both combination and dash : but the wretched weather and heavy ball may have had something to

do with their slowness.

The teams were: Chesham - (goal) W Ashton, (backs) G Payne and W Woods, (half-backs) H Spratley, W Lewis
and F Sills, (left wing) R Russell and H Stone, (centre) H Holliman, (right wing) H Culverhouse and J Culverhouse.



Harrow - (goal) EJ Page, (backs) RR Barker and SH Smith, (half-backs) LF
Enthoven, C page and GN Deans, (left wing) T/ Burcham and WF
Wilkinson, (centre) AJ Kay, (right wing) CA Fulcher and CWA Trevor.
Referee W Fletcher, Linesmen C Berry and WJ Page.

Versus Olympic: Little need be said about this match, Olympic having a
walk-over scoring ten goals to nil. For Harrow, the most prominent were
Smith, Paine and Fulcher, while the Olympic forwards were splendid.

The teams were: Olympic - (goal) Muncton, (backs) McNaughton and
Bell, (half backs) Smith, Dickie and Kerr, (left wing) McNaughton and
Ellis, (centre) Cunningham, (right wing) Truman and Bidlake. Harrow —
(goal) WJ Webb, (backs) R Lang and RW Deans, (half backs) C Fulcher,
HF Goshawk and GL Paine, (left wing) AA Jones and E Fisk, (centre) GE
Goshawk, (right wing) E Smith and WE Kavanagh. Linesman H Burcham”

An interesting similarity with the 2™ Xl fixture v Olympic was that in 1899,
in what was believed for many years to be the first game of the modern
Wealdstone FC, the first team played Northwood. On the same
afternoon, the Wealdstone 2™ Xl played their first match versus a team
called Queens Park Olympic and were soundly beaten, on this occasion
0-12. Locality if not the exact name suggests that Olympic and Queens
Park Olympic may have been the same club.

Fowrnant, =The Athletio Club played thelr first
two minteles Jast Saturdey oo the Reeveation
tiroutd in p downpour of ralin, —v. Chesbam,  The
@ wite started at about four o'cluck, the play
being of & very even cf ter fromm beginniug to
end, Harrow, if anything, Hmving the best of it
About a quarter of an hionr after the start Cheslinm
geored thelefirst goal from ngood shet, but nothing
mors wis done o the fiwd hali. After cnds had
beenn changed the gane ol remamed vory oven,
CUhwelinnn mpmaging to again score before time,
and thus won lny two ponla to love, Tor ITarrow,
the bucks Barker and Swith) played fn exvellent
formi ; but specin]l mention must bo made of K. J.
Page, who frog ntly cloared his goal in the most
brilliant manner,

The halves ware moderate, 0Of
the forwards the Jess sndd the better: they locked
botly combination awd dash: but the wrotched
weather mad heavy bull moy have lad something
to do with thelr slowness, Tho Tenms wore :
Cheshame—=goil] W, Ashron; {bucks) (. Payne
and W. Woods: (hall-bacls) 11 Spratley, W,
Lewis and ¥, Sills: {eft wing) It Russell aund H,
Stone : (eentre] H. Holllman: right wing), H.
Culverhouse and J. Culverhouse.  Harrew—((loal}
E. J. I"age; (backs) K. R. Barker and 5. H.
Smith; (hall-backs} L. ¥. FEuthoven, C. Page and
G N. Dreans ; {lefe wing) U, J. Burelitin and W.
¥, Wilkiuson ; {eentre) A. J. Kay: {right wiog)
. A, Faleher, aml O, W, A. 'l{e:vor, Releres,
W, Fletcher ; Hoesmen, C. Berry and W. J, Puge.—
v, (Wyipie,  Listle need be said about this match,
Olympic baving a walk over, scoring ten goals to
nil. For Harrow the mos: prominent were Smith,
Paine and Fuleher, while the Olympic forwarda
were tplendid.  The teams were: Olympie—(goal}
Muncton: (backs) MeNanghton and Dell ; %ﬂli-
backs) Smith, Idickie, sud Kerr: (left wing)
MeNnughton and  Blls ; (contre) Conningham ;
rright wing: Truman sud Bldkake. Iiarxow—(gosl)
W Webb ; (backs) . Lung and 1. W, Doans,
(halt-backs) C. Fulcher, M. ¥. Goshawl, and
G. L. Pnine; (left vring{a., A. Jones and B, Fisk ;
feentre) . E. Gosbawk; (right wing) K. fimith
and W. B, Kavaoagh, Livewman, H. Burchas.

Once again, the 1891-92 season is one where Wealdstone information Harrow Observer 25" September 1891

FOOTBALL.
[ S — vi
HARROW ATHLETIC CLUB .. WEALDSTONE. |

Turse teams met last Saturday on the Recreation |
Ground, and, after an eveuly-fought game, Weal
stoue were left the winners by two goals to1
Huarrow kicked off, haviug lost the toss, and the
ball was at ounce kicked into the Harrow
territory, where R. Long, by mistake, put he ball
through his own goul. The game after tais be- §
came more even, both goals being attacked in
tury, till & mis-kiclkk by oue of the Wealdstone
backs let in Trevor, who, however, shot wide,
though soon after the new peuslty kick was given |
against Wealdstone for a * deliberate hands™ in
goal. This also proved a failure, Page's attempt
going behind.  Ends being changed, give-aud-
take play ensued, till Astil, after s good ruu,
enabled Wealdstone to add another goal. After
1bis the game became rather slow, both tesms |\,

1 nlea

nore rigid observance of the rule:

r, woald have been far heavier :

mdidly.
ldstone @
Paarce, H.

=),
\

‘The teams were :—

Castle and Pool (ri,
Simons and Bentley (loft wing).
nith (bao
({half-back

tiring or. the heavy ground, till just hefore
, when Gill had to save three hot shots :
eaded & good game, which might have
ater had thers been loss wrangling and
¢ ! t af the gume,
Harrow, Poge, in goal, was invaluable, and

uot been forhis splendid services the ﬂ::fent,

B

2. Fisk all worked hard to :m;i:‘ln:itglf};;
one, Darville, Astil, and Bentley nli

W. Gill (goal), Isbell and T. Gill
Darville (capt.), and Perry

s e l‘n_-z_e \\gg-.ﬂ}, W. N. Roscveare
. Page, R. C. V. Lang,
. G. B Goshawk and B,
{ ving), F. A DJarriette {centre), C. W.
Lrevor (rapt.) and (. A. Fulcher (rieht wine

is scarce at best. Only five results
and fixtures have been found over
the whole season, though these do
include a victory by 2-0 over Harrow
Athletic in the opening match of
their season (10" October 1891)
and a second round Middlesex
Junior Cup tie defeat to Shortwood
Rangers 0-5 on 12 the December.

(right wing), Dicken-

Harrow Gazette 10" October 1891

For Harrow Athletic, after the first pair of matches, three wins were recorded with the side scoring 12 and
conceding no goals prior to the Wealdstone fixture. The Athletic frequently fielded a reserve team throughout the
season, with both sides also entering their respective cup competitions, the first team in both the Middlesex and
West Middlesex Senior Cups and the Reserves entering the Middlesex Junior Cup alongside the Wealdstone

team.

With their cup exploits not starting until December, both the Athletic sides were able to record some notable
victories in friendly matches, their joint capability exceeding what either of the two clubs had achieved in
previous seasons. The first team recorded victories against Willesden and Ealing, scoring six goals in each match
and they then scored nine times without reply against a West Herts reserves team. (In 1893 West Herts and
Watford Rovers joined forces under the West Herts name, entering the Southern League in 1896 and changing

their name to Watford FC in 1898).

The Athletic reserves too were prolific in front of goal in the early part of the season, scoring eight against Colne
Valley and six against Hillhouse without reply, the following week beating a Royal Veterinary College side 8-3.



Within a matter of weeks, they had also beaten Queens Park Rangers Reserves 6-1 and a scratch Cogswell &
Harrison side 10-0. It augured well for the forthcoming cup ties.

Having received a bye in the first round of the Middlesex Senior Cup, Harrow Athletic were drawn at home to
Fulham FC in the second round. The match took place on 5" December and was played at the Old Harrovians
ground. It was reported in the Harrow Observer that “The Old Harrovian Football Club placed their ground at the
disposal of the Athletic Club, enabling Ladies, of whom a great number were present to view the game from the
Pavilion, and they were rewarded for braving the dirt with one of the best games played there, and certainly the
very best of this season”.

An excellent 4-1 win was recorded, but Fulham appealed the result as they felt the pitch was unfit and the match
was ordered replayed at the Half Moon ground, Putney the following week. Harrow were weakened as one of their
best players, the full back RR Barker was unavailable. That aided the Fulham side who ran out winners 6-3.

On the same afternoon, the Reserves fared better. They had been
drawn at home to Southall
Reserves in the Junior Cup, but
due to the condition of the
ground, the match was moved
to Southall. Advertising the
means of transport for a
difficult journey at the time, it ! B
was advertised that “a ‘brake’ A Victorian Shooting Break
Harrow Gazette 11.12.1891 will leave the Kings Head hotel at 1 o’clock sharp”.

Following a 3-3 draw at Southall, the Athletic Reserves won the replay 4-1 the following week, while the first team
were again in cup action gaining a 0-0 draw away to Ealing Dean in the West Middlesex Senior Cup. They duly won
the replay 1-0 to progress to and through the third round (fixture details unknown).

At the end of January, the Reserves faced Brentford in the Middlesex Junior Cup 4" round, winning 4-2, however
once again, their opponents appealed the result on the basis of the ground being unfit. This time the appeal was
overturned and the result stood as the Brentford club had not informed the referee of their intention before the
start of the match. This allowed the Athletic side to progress though the reprieve was short lived as they were
beaten in the quarter finals, 5-1 at Barnet.

The last two matches known of that season were both first team cup ties, the semi-final and final of the West
Middlesex Challenge Cup. The semi-final saw Harrow Athletic travel to a neutral venue, the ground of Southall
FC to face a Hanwell side. “Hanwell scored in the first half and Harrow equalised in the second, resulting in a 1-1
draw as time was called. The Association however ordered that, as it was late in the season (the match was
played on 5" March) an extra thirty minutes should be played, in which Harrow scored twice more, thus running
out winners of a good game by 3-1 in front of a crowd of 400”.

Three weeks later, the final of the competition was played at White Hart Field in Southall (just behind Southall
High Street) in front of a crowd of 1,000, a large contingent noted to have travelled from Uxbridge.

“Every attention had been paid to the ground, and in consequence it played remarkably well. The ball was started
about ten minutes to four. The pace for the first twenty minutes was terrific, both teams possessing fast forwards.
Uxbridge first showed to advantage, Bates having to negotiate a nasty shot from AR Woodbridge. Harrow
retaliated, but Trevor shot wide, however for a time the ball was kept up in the Uxbridge half, and Stevens was
called upon to fist out on two occasions. EW Woodbridge relieved the pressure by a run up the left wing and put
in a long low shot but Bates was equal to the occasion and the ball was quickly transferred to the other end,
where a corner was conceded. From the kick a loose scrimmage occurred in front of goal, and Marriette
succeeded in placing the ball between the posts, thus drawing first blood for Harrow.



On the ball being re-started the play was confined
pretty much to midfield for about ten minutes.
Harrow then broke away and Trevor put in a shot
which Stevens failed to stop. This turn of affairs
caused the Uxbridge partisans great anxiety and
particularly so as Harrow still kept up the
pressure, and the opposing backs had a very bad
time of it. A corner fell to Harrow but EW
Woodbridge getting possession transferred the
ball to the other end, and put in a good shot, but
the goalkeeper cleared.

A few minutes later ‘hands’was given for Uxbridge
about 15 yards from their opponents goal. Borton
took the kick and placed the ball well in the goal
mouth, and it went through off one of the Harrow
players. The ball was no sooner started than AR
Woodbridge ran down, and passing to
Donnington, the later shot through amidst great
excitement, thus equalising. Half-time was called
shortly after.

On changing ends Uxbridge showed to much
better advantage, but Harrow men were first to
become dangerous, stevens being called upon to
stop several difficult shots. KW Woodbridge then
came to the fore, and running through the backs,
he put in a high shot, which struck the crossbar
and went through placing Uxbridge one to the
good. Uxbridge still pressed, and a corner fell to
them, but the backs cleared. Harrow retaliated,
and for a time looked like equalising, three corners
falling to them, but Uxbridge offered stubborn
defence and frustrated all their efforts. Each side
continued to exert themselves to their utmost for
the remainder of the game and both goals were in
turn placed in jeopardy, but no further score was
obtained, and Uxbridge therefore continue to hold
the trophy. After the match the cup and medals
were presented to the winning team by Mr.
Clinton.

The teams were:
Uxbridge — E Stevens (goal), HH Gaylard and GH
Woodbridge (backs), W West, HE Borton and RG

Woodbridge (halves), AR Woodbridge and W '
Leno (right), C Donnington (centre), VR Gaylard |

and EW Woodbridge (left).
Harrow Athletic - WG Bates (goal), SH Smith and

WN Roseveare (backs), RR Barker, RCV Lang and GN

WEST MIDDLESEX COUP.
FrsaL

Uimamor v. Harsow Armiero,—Thiy, the foal
tie in the above cup com was played n
the White Hart Field l, on Saturday afternoog,
in the presence of a large number of spectatory, of
whom s large comtingent journeyed from Usbridge,
Every attention had been paid to the groand, and ig
eonsequence it played remaikably well. The ball wa
staried abont ten minutes to four, the pace for the first
iwenty minutes being terrifie, both toams
fast forwards, Us first showed to advan
Bates having to n s msty shot from A
Wood Harrow retaliated, but Trevor shot wide,
However, {or 8 time the ball was kept in the Usbridge
ball, and Btevenn was called upom to fist out on two
ceeanions. E W, Woodbridgs relieved the pressure by
s run ap the left wing, sad put in s
Batos was equal to the occasion, an
quickly transferred to the other end, where a corver
was cuticed From the kick a locse sorimmage
poeurred in front of goal, aud Mariette soceerded in

lscing the ball bet ween the pats, thus diawisg first
:ln-_-d for Harrow. Oun the ball belng re started the
play was confived pretty mosh to midfeld for about 10
miootes. Harrow then broke sway snd Trever put in
a shot which Btevens {alled to stop. This tern of
afairs eansed the Usbridge partizens greal snzlety,ssd
particalacly 8o aa [Harrow still h-zt ap the pressure,
aud the o og backs had & very bud time of it. A
gorner Tell to Harrow, bat E. W, Wosdbeidge gotti
possesaion he transferred the ball to the vther md,m
put in & geod shot, but the lnnlturu clowred, A few
minotes later ' hands " was given for Usbridge sbout
15 yards from their opponents’ goal. Borton took the

| kick and placed the ball well in the goal mouth, and it

went throogh off oone of the Harrow th. The

| ball was no sconer started than A. B Woodbridge ran

downp, apd passiog to Donnington, the latter shot
through amidst exciterment, Shus «wqgualising,

| Half-time was ulm:lﬂl,‘ after. Om changlog en

U'sbridge showed to much better advantage, but the
Harrow men werse the first to becume dangerons,
Stevens being called npon to stopsaveral diffleult shota,
E. W. Woodbridge then came to the fore, and runving
tkrough the backs, he put in & high shot, which strock
the crosa bar and went through, placing Usbridge one
to the good. Uxbeidge still prossed, sod s corper fall
to them, but the backs cleared., Hamow retaliated,snd
for a time lock~d like equalising, three gorners falling
to them, but Uzbridge otfered s stubborn Jefenoe and
frostrated all their effora.  Esch alde contiooed to
exort themaelves to thelr simost during the remaloder
of the game, and both gosls weie in turn placed in
jropardy, but eo further score was oblained, and
i?:{vrld.‘ thereflore coutinue to hold the trophy.
After the match the cup aud medals were presected to
the winnipg team by Mr. Clistoe. The teams were :—
Usbridge : E. Stevens (goal), H. H. Gaylard and G,
L Woodbridge (backs), W. West, H. E Borton and K.
(. Woodbridge (halves), A. R. Woadlbrilge and W,
Leno (right), C. Depnington (eentre], V. K Gaylard
and E. W, Woodbridge (i-ft). Harrow Athletic: W.
GG. Batew (gon!), 8. H, Smith and W. N. Kosevears
(backs). K. H. Barker, K. 0. V. Lang and G. N,
Deans (halves), G. Astle and . W. A, Trovor (right)
F. A. Mariette (contre) A, J, Kayand W E. Kavansgh
{left), Keferse : Mr. White, Windsor Flwais.

Middlesex & Bucks Advertiser 26" March 1892

Deans (halves), G Astle and CWA Trevor (right), FA Marriette (centre), AJ Kay and WE Kavanagh (left).

Referee Mr. White, Windsor Phoenix.”



1892-93

Following Harrow Athletic’s defeat in the cup final, it was anticipated that the club would go one step further the
following season, but it was Wealdstone FC that opened the season on top form, their first three matches all
resulting in victories. They had scored 20 goals and conceded only 3, the largest win being the first match against
St Mary’s Watford, when an 11-0 victory was recorded. Three weeks later, Harrow Athletic travelled to play the

same team and were soundly beaten, 1-7.

At the end of October, Wealdstone suffered their first reverse, losing 0-2 to Rickmansworth Rovers, but the
following week they made amends, beating Soho (Crosse and Blackwell’s) 7-0. The cup competitions started
with Harrow rescued by a darkening evening in the Middlesex Senior Cup. They were trailing hosts Vulcan by 6-4
when the game was abandoned, and the replay the following week ended in a 4-3 victory for the Athletic. They
also beat Ealing 2-0 before a 1-3 defeat to Hampstead in the first round proper ended their involvement in the

competition.

Both Harrow Athletic Reserves and Wealdstone received byes in the first round of the Middlesex Junior Cup but
at the start of December played their respective second round opponents, Uxbridge Reserves and Southall
Reserves, with Harrow losing 2-4 and Wealdstone winning 2-1. Among mixed results for both teams, early in
January, Harrow Athletic drew away and then at home to Hounslow the following week in the West Middlesex
Cup, before losing the third tie at the end of the month by 1-2 to bring a disappointing end their cup involvement

for the season.

On the same day, Wealdstone travelled to GN Railway Athletic in
the Middlesex Junior Cup and won a close game by the only goal
to set up a quarter final against Uxbridge Reserves, previous
conquerors of Harrow Athletic. The game at Uxbridge resulted in
a draw, with Wealdstone winning the replay 2-0 a week later.

The report noted: “The tie between these two teams was played
at Greenhill on Saturday last attracting a very large number of
spectators. We were pleased to note a rope had been placed
right round the ground. It was lucky such an arrangement was
made, as otherwise, considering the hundreds that were present
an inconvenient state of things must have existed.

The game had not been started long when two of the visiting team
had to retire hurt. These players were unable to resume again,
which was unfortunate for Uxbridge Reserves and also for the
onlookers, in as much as the result was a foregone conclusion.
Nevertheless, there were some exciting moments and also much
noise. Perhaps there was a little too much of the latter, mingled
with cries that were anything but courteous to the visitors, but the
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Harrow Observer 10t March 1893

The semi-final saw a tough draw against a club that had never been

limay
"ﬁ-m-‘ﬁ wesbdyssg b= b Bsal.  fgced before, Old Argyle. The match was once again played at

Southall FC and Wealdstone, though playing well, found themselves

The second halfthough belonged to Wealdstone as they scored three
times without reply, winning 4-2 on the day. It meant that the

i wamber of booal peopls pesrseped b= ile

m:— F-.h 'hh'._"_‘m.h_ll

= Fiay wp Susnss .,..::. e _,“__.:' 2-1 behind at the change of ends.
Uaem weod hand. Thin sowimed bo races the ire of

Woal isione, whe begul o pres seversly wed

el § rusked Uosar cpponenis, sorisg dkres gosls

Aes bl oppenents’ [re.

club would play in their first cup final and the first Middlesex Final

Watford Observer 25" March 1893 contested by either local side.



The final was to be played against a side called Robin
Hood. They were in fact a nursery side of Tottenham
Hotspur, and as if that wasn’t enough to make the tie
difficult, it was to be played at the Northumberland
Park Ground, a stadium they used for home games,
also used by Spurs! In fact, the stadium stood a matter
of yards from where White Hart Lane was built six

years later.

The Wealdstone side had suffered a number of injuries
the game and that
weakened the side against their North London

in the weeks leading up to

opponents.

On the day both sides played in white shirts and blue
knickers, the Wealdstone team wearing ared sash

. ",/

A
-. =

Northumberland Park 1893
The blue box is the site of White Hart Lane

over their kit, this being deemed enough for the referee to differentiate between the two

sides!

“The Robins win by Three to Nothing”

On Saturday last the Middlesex Junior cup competition was brought to a close at
Northumberland Park, Tottenham by the decision of the final tie betwixt the Robin Hood and
Wealdstone clubs. There was a big crowd present, fully 1,000 spectators witnessing the play,
which, taken all through was of excellent character. The ‘Robins’ however, as will be seen
below proved far too strong for their opponents, who were beaten pointless.

Fourteen minutes after the advertised hour the ball was set into action by the Robins, who

1893
Wealdstone FC

at once attacked in grand style and keeping up the pressure looked like scoring on several

occasions, but the defence of their opponents proved perfect for a period, but continuing to press, they were
at length rewarded by Gilderson kicking a goal. Give and take play was now the order, but try as each side would,
nothing further was registered up to half-time when the Robin Hood representatives crossed over with an

advantage of a goal to nil.

+MIDDLE3AX JUNIOR CUP.
inon T,
ROBIN 109D v. WGALDSTONT,

THE “ROBINS"” WIN BY THREE TO NOTIIING,

On Sntunley last the M.ddlasex Junior Guc compat iLinn WA
broughit to a cluse at Nerthwwherland Park, Tottenhamn, by
the decision of e firal tie botwist the Robin Mowl and
Wealdstone elubs, There was a hig erowd present, fully 1,000
spectat s wituessing the play, which, taken all throngh, was of
anexccllent chineetor,  The ** Robins,” however, as will be seon
below, proved fartoo atrong for their opponents, who wi rs Beatea
pointlias,  Fourteon minutes aiter the advertisad hour the ba!l was
sel in motion by the Robins, who st once sttacked in grand style,
and, kipping up the presure, looked like scoring on several ocon-
sons; but the defence of their opponents proved perfect for
s porind, bnt cnnlinuilli‘ to press, thay were at length
rewarded by Gilderson kicking s goal, Give and lake
pluy was now the order, bat (ry as ewh side would
nothing further wes registered np to hall-tima, when the Rouin
Htmd repro-cntatives crossed over with an advantage of & goal (o
nil.  In the seeond half moregrand play was the erder the Robin
Hood team pressing, and so well did they play togetive that
Fallett shot a goul, and continning to have mich the hest of the
piay, G:ldarson later on kicked a third gonl, More give sl lubo
play followed, the Rolun Hood ruen eventually leaving the fichl
victorions by threo goals to ml,  Mr, P, A, Tumbs (Middlescx
Fouthmll  Associstion) was referee, and Messra. T, Bius-Lavey
anid A. Buoelkle, neamen. Teams :—

Rom s Hoon.-- G, Ross (xoal), J. 8hepherd and B, Mackliom
wﬂﬂuj, W, Welber, W, rkhai, and F, Norman (hall-hrcks),

. Guedleoy and W, Fortnam (right wing), K. Uilderson (veiitre),
F. Palleit, and H. H- pburn (left wing).

WkaLvsToNE,—~H, Hills {xmll. H, M. Darville (capiain). and
¥, Pearce (Imkﬂ. G, . Isholl and W, Bontley (half-
hacks), I'. H. Smith, A.J. Norrua (right wiog), D. Jusbice (centre),
A. LI, Stovenw snd 3, Simons (lelt wing!

Sporting Life April 10" 1893

In the second half, more grand play was the order, the Robin
Hood team pressing and so well did they play together that
Pallett shot a goal, and continuing to have much the best of the
play, Gilderson later on kicked a third goal. More give and take
play followed, the Robin Hood men eventually leaving the field
victorious by three goals to nil. Mr. PA Timbs (Middlesex
Football Association) was Referee and Messrs. T Sims-Daley
and A Buckle, linesmen.

Teams: Robin Hood — G Ross (goal) ] Shepherd and E Markham
(backs) W Webber, W Markham and F Norman (half-backs), W
Godfrey and W Fortnam (right wing) E Gilderson (centre), F
Pallet and H Hepburn (left wing).

Wealdstone — H Hills (goal), HM Darville (captain) and F Pearce
(backs), G Lea, E Isabell and W Bentley (half-backs), PH Smith
and AJ Norris (right wing), D Justice (centre), AH Stevens and S
Simons (left wing).



Wealdstone Football Club 1893
(Players only) Back: M Isabel, A Darville, F Pearce, E Stevens, Middle: A Norris, H Darville (Capt.) P Smith

Front: J Poole, G Poole, T Dickenson, W Bentley, S Simons. (© Roger Slater original image re-coloured by RGS
2020)

(Also in the picture, second from the right of the bowler-hatted officials centre-rear behind the team is Mr. Harry
Bentley, licensee of The Queens Arms, Wealdstone. It was there that the club held meetings and functions and
was later to become changing rooms for the club).

The difference in abilities of the two teams that took the field for the cup finalis well shown by a look at the Robin
Hood team members and their careers as detailed in the Tottenham Hotspur club records.

E Gilderson played twice for Spurs and scored on his debut. He had a career with Ilford in the Southern
League.

E Markham had actually made his Spurs debut in the weeks prior to the Cup Final, and though he only
made a handful of appearances for Spurs, he also had a good career at Southern League Ilford.

AE Hepburn had made his Tottenham debut a year earlier, he totalled nine appearances and five goals.
J Shepherd made 72 appearances for Tottenham Hotspur scoring twice and also played for Millwall
Athletic.

W Fortnam made 3 appearances, 2 goals.

Each of those named had played for the Tottenham team during the 1892-93 season.
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